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THE

MODERN PART
D F

Univerfal Hiftory.

CHAP. LXXI. Continued.

Hijiory and prefent State of the Republic of
Venice.

SECT. V.

Containing the Rebellion of Tenedos ; the Renewal of the

IVar with Carrario and the Genoefe ; Tranfaclions

with the Duke of Milan ; the Siege of Padua ; and

Other Particulars*

MICHE LI MO ROSIN I, Doge LXL

CONTARENI
was fucceeded by Micheli, or Mi- Micheli

chael Morofini, a prince well qualified for promot- Morofmr.

ing the arts of peace, filling the exhaufted exche-

quer, 3fcd reviving induftry and commerce, which had

long languished almoit to extinction, under the lafl admi-

ntftraticn , but the republic was robbed by death of this va-

luable governor, after a (hort fway of four months. We are

told, that in this time feveral excellent laws were framed,
and regulations eftablifhed, under the aufpices of Moro-
fini ; but hiftory does not defcend to particulars.

Mod. Vol. XXIV* B JNTO»



i The Hi/lory of Venice*

4NT0NI0 VENIERO, Doge LXU.

Anttnxo ANTONIO VENIERO, much efleemed for his inte-

Veniero.
grity, lenity, and gentle difpofition, was the next perfon

promoted to fill the ducal chair. At this time he was go-
vernor of Candia, from whence he was recalled, to the

great grief of the inhabitants, who enjoyed under him the

mod peaceable, flourifhirig, and happy government they*
had ever experienced

a
.

In the preceding year, as foon as peace was proclaim-
ed, the republic fent Pantaleon Barba to Tcncdos, with

orders to Mutatio, the governor, to furrender the forts to

Bonifacio, the commiflioner from Savoy. The Genoefe

agent was gone thither to fee the performance of this arti-

cle of the treaty, and to pay the Genoefe quota of arrears

due to the garrifon. Mutatio having received the money
from Barba and the Genoefe, for the payment of the

Temdos
troops, told Bonifacio and the other commiilioners,

tc that
revolts*

t jje inhabitants were incenfed at that article of the peace
which ftipulated that their fort mould be razed at the ex-

piration of two years, a circumftance which would be
the ruin of the illand

*, that, finding their intereft neg-
lecled by the Venetians, and themfelves facrificed to po-
litical principles, it was their determination to take care

of what concerned them fo nearly, and to put it out of

the power of Venice, Genoa, or any other fcate, to tranf-

fer them at pleafure ; that for this purpofe the inhabitants

had appointed him for the protector of their liberties,

which he and they were determined to defend with the

laft drop of their blood. He therefore charged Bonifacio

and the commiilioners inftantly to depart the illand, as

they valued their lives, and not offer to difpute what was

already refolved b." Bonifacio was thunderstruck at this

difcourfe ; but the Genoefe commiflioner attributed the

whole to the contrivance of the Venetians, who had taken

this method to equivocate and fruftrate the intention of
<tke fenate the late treaty. The refolutions of the fenate foon con-*
refdves to vmceci the Genoefe of the falfity of their agent's fuggef-

Tenedos* tions, Zeno being fent to Tenedos to ufe arguments, me-
naces, and even force, to compel the iflanders to the per-
formance of an article which affected the honour and

public faith of the republic. Zeno's arguments were iri-

» Sabel. lib. vi. vii. dec. ii. Blond, lib. iv. dec. iii. b 'Sabel.

lib. viii. dec. ii.

efFe&ual*



The Hijiory of Venice, \

effectual, and his ftrength too inconfiderable ; Fontano

Georgio was therefore difpatched to Tenedos with a fleet

and army. On his arrival he immediately inverted and
battered the fort : frequent fallies were made from within,
fcarce a day parting without fome bloody action. It was
obferved that both fides fought with peculiar animofity.
The prifoners were inftantly hanged, or thrown, inftead

of (tones, out of the baliftse and other military engines %
In fhort, the natural enmity between the Greeks and Ita-

lians, as well as that rancour peculiar to civil wars, were
here exerted in their full force. After the fiege had con-

tinued without interruption for feven months, famine

prevailed within the tort, a flag of truce was waved from
the garrifon, and the following articles were agreed to,
and figned : that neither Mutatio nor the inhabitants

fhould be punifhed for the detention of the ifland ; that

they fhould be fuffered to depart with their jewels, gold,
and effects ; that thofe who chofe it fhould have land

afiigned to them in Candia of equal value with what they

pofleffed in Tenedos \ and laftly, that fuch as preferred

redding at Conltantinople or elfewhere, fhould receive the

juft value of their lands and immoveable effects. The
Venetians had no fooner taken poffeflion than they razed
the fort, and executed every article of the treaty

d
.

The firft act of Veniero's government was exerted

againft his own fon, who had carried on an intrigue for

fome time with a fenator's wife. The lovers at laft quar-

relling, Lodovico (fo he was called), to revenge himfelf on
his mirtrefs, procured a pair of horns to be hung over the

fenator's door, a reproach not to be forgiven in Venice.

Inquiry being made, Ludovico was found guilty of affront-

ing a fenator, and, by his father, fent to prifon, where
he died. Some blamed the inflexibility of the parent,
while others commended the impartiality of the doge \

in

this particular they were unanimous, that the rigidity of

the fentcnce ftrongly characlxrifed the judge.
About this time an open rupture happened betwixt Ga- ffTarwiti

leasVifconti and Francifco Carrario. Vifconti laid cofe Carrario,

fiege to Padua, in which enterprize he was ailifted by the

Venetians
•,
the republic, betides fitting out four hundred

light boats, feized upon all the forts, caftles, and towns

belonging to Carrario, upon the lakes and great rivers.

Vifconti having forced Padua to furrender, took all the

c Blond, lib. v. dec. iii. Sabel. lib. viii.dec. ii. <' Blond.
<de Geft. Ven. idem in Hilt. lib. v. dec. iii. Sabel. lib. viii. dec. ii.

B 2 other



4 The triiftory of Venict.

A.p. 13S3.
other cities and forts within the jurifdi&ion of the Cityi
and then inveiled Trevifo, which, after a bloody fiege,-

Vifconti furrendered upon honourable conditions. Of thefe con-
fab 7>*-

q ue fts Vifconti claimed to himfelf Padua, Feltre, and
' *

Belluna; the Trevifan, and city of Trevifo, with all the

forts, towns, and caftles they had feized upon the lakes,

were afligned to the Venetians f
.

T
Ja^ut

in Soon after the clofe of this war a plague broke out in
e/uce.

Venice, and raged with fo much fury as to fweep off the

inhabitants by hundreds in a day. The contagion was

fuppofed to arife from infected gaols, crowded with dif-

eafed prifoners, or from the atmofphere's being impreg-
nated with putrid exhalations from the lagunes and
trenches made for the defence of the city ; or laftly,

from
the unwholfome food which compofed the diet of the

poorer people in the late fcarcity of provifions : whatever
were the caufes, the effects were dreadful; neither laza-

rettos, maffes, or phyficians, could impede the fury of

the difeafe ; the cold feafon and goodnels of Providence*

however, brought that relief which the art of man could

not afford h.

ArfD.1386. aji j-j^g t jme t]ie war w j tj1 Carrsr j W3$ purfued with
"—-——*

the fame vigour as before, until at laft his forces were to-

tally broken and difcomfited. Vifconti was fo puffed up
with pride, and his natural infolence fo elated, that no-

thing lefs than the dominion of Italy would fatisfy his

ambition. It is true he did not venture to acknowlege

defigus fo vaft and dangerous, although his conduct afford-

ed ftrong preemptions of fuch views. Quitting Padua,
he marched with great diligence to Mantua, and, without

any provocation^ laid elofe fiege to the city. This pro-
duced a league between the Florentines, Bolognefe, Fran-

cifco Gonzaga, and Novello* fon to Carrario, in order to

ftop the rapid progrefs of this proud conqueror. The
Venetians likewife withdrew from his alliance, and,

though not included in the league, were the firft to

fuccour Mantua. The republic could not behold a con-

federate city thus wantonly oppreffed without oppofing
her influence. Intreaties were firft ufed ; but thefe pro-

ducing no alteration in Vifconti' s conduct, the Venetians
A.D. 13S7. jia(j rec0urfe to force : a great number of boats were got
*

ready, to which were joined twenty gallies, filled with

archers, flingers, and light-armed troops, with which?

f Sabel. lib. viii. dec. ii. t Sanfov* delle Vin. di Princip.-

Boniten. Comment, lib. if.

they
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they attacked Vifconti, and, after a fharp encounter, com-

pelled him to raife the fiege. Soon after the duke was met

by Maiatefta, general of the confederate army, who en-

gaged and defeated his army, obliging him to quit the

Mantuan territories. Vifconti fent ambaiTadors to Ve-
nice with propofals for an accommodation, which were

readily accepted
h

. They had taken arms to preferve the peace with

jutt balance of power in Italy ; the duke's defigns being Vijconti.

defeated, they laid them down readily, and concluded

peace for ten years.

During this happy period of repofe the doge applied
himfeif diligently to the civil affairs of the ftate ; grana-r
ries were formed to provide againft a dearth

•, magazines
for arms and all forts of warlike neceffaries were erected ;

new docks for the (hipping contrived ; hofpitals for the

poor, and thofe who had fufFered in the fervicc of the re-

public, founded; workmen in all arts and profemons en-

couraged •, induftry and commerce cherifhed , and Jaws

tending to the regulation and order of fcciety framed and

rigidly executed. Afterwards Antonio Veniero died*

much lamented by a people whom he had governed, for

eighteen years, with inflexible juftice, incorruptible inte-

grity, unwearied application and vigilance, and, laftly,
with fuch lenity, fweetnefs, and moderation, as falfified

the firft judgment formed of his character.

MICHE LI STENO, Doge LX1II

MICHELI STENO was fubftituted in the room of Sun*.

the deceafed doge ; he had been procurator of St. Mark's
for fome years, which truft hedifcharged with fuch fide-

lity,
that the fenate and council were induced to raife him

to the higheft office of the republic. At the time of his

election Steno was confined to his bed with an illnefs,

which kept the ducal chair vacant for near two months,
at the expiration of which he came to the palace, and took
the ufual oaths. Unprecedented honours were bellowed A.D. 140c

upon him, though we are not informed for what particu-
lar reafon ; probable it is, that the flourifhing ftate of

commerce and manufactures began to produce the ufuai

effect, luxury, which is ever the confequence of pros-

perity and affluence. Sanfovino relates, that Steno's lady
y/as conducted to the palace, attended by the fenate

h SabeU lib. viii. dec, \\.

$ 3 and



6 The Hiftory of Venice.

and chief magiftrates, with all poflible pomp and mag-*
nificence 1

.

The two firft years of his government p3(Ted in peace,

quietnefs, and tranquility at home and abroad, when fud-

denly a new caufe of rupture with the Genoefe arofe.

Intelligence was received that great preparations for war
were carrying on at Genoa, and thefe the republic doubted

not were deftined againfl Venice, although the pretext
was a quarrel with the Cyprians : Carolo Zeno was there-i

fore fent with a fquadron of eleven gallies narrowly
to

watch the motions of the Genoefe fleet, and prevent their

furprifing any place belonging to the republic. The fleets

were feveral days in company, each admiral diflembling
his intention : thf Genoefe were commanded by Bouci-

cault, a Frenchman (for at that time they were under the

protection of France), all the ill i p s were well manned,
each galley having, befides her complement, forty French
men at arms. At Jaft the two admirals came to blows

near Modon, Zeno apprehending that the Genoefe were

A.D.1403. only watching their opportunity to give him the flip, and
. attack fome part of the Venetian territories. An obfti-

Genoefe de- nate battle was continued for the whole day, and Zero
featedby

-

jn ^anger f being opprefled by numbers, when he was

feafonably reinforced by two gallies ; now the engage-
ment was renewed with frefh vigour until night inter-

pofed, and gave the combatants refpite ; as foon as dawn

appeared, both admirals returned to the charge with re-

doubled animofity. Heaps of flain were thrown overboard

on both fides, and the battle feemed equal, until Zeno,

crowding fail, ran foul of the oppofite (hip, and funk her

with the impetuofity and rapidity of his ccurfe. Several

of his officers followed his example with equal fuccefs,

which immediately turned the fcale of fortune, and gain-
ed a complete victory. The Genoefe loft near three

thoufand men, four fhips were funk, and three taken.

Certain Venetian captains were broke upon Zeno's re-

port of their conduct, which he attributed either to trea-

chery or cowardice j others were rewarded for their bra-

very
k

.

In the mean time the republic found herfelf in danger
of a war on the continent with Novello Carrario of Pa-
dua. Unmindful of his obligations to the Venetians,

i Favol. k Sabel. Blond, ibid, Sanfov. Favol, Boni-
ten. lib. iv.

and
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and that he owed his prefent greatnefs to their good
offices, he was conftantly contriving and intriguing to the

prejudice of the republic. The doge and fenate were not

ignorant how he (rood affected to them, and their iufpi-

cions were confirmed by the report of feveral Genoefe

prifoners of diftin&ion, who fciupled not to declare, that

the preparations at Genoa were made in confequence of

his advice and in(ligation. However, they ftill would
have preferved appearances with Novello, if they had not

been induced to enter upon a war with him from other

motives than his diflike to the republic.

Carrario had laid fiege to Vicenza, the inhabitants of War with

which, detefting the dominion of his family, reiblved to Carrario,

fuffer the greateft extremities rather than fubmit. Find-

ing themfelve's hard preffed, they fent to folicit affiftance

from Catharine, dowager of Milan, and widow of Ga~
Jeas Vifeonti, their natural fuperior ; but the duchefs was
involved in other affairs, which deprived her of the power
of relieving them ; fhe, therefore, with the advice of her

council, thought it more advifeable to put Verona, Vi-

cenza, Belluna, Baffan, Colognia, Feltre, and their de-

pendencies, into the hands of the Venetian republic, than

to have them expofed to the ambition of Carrario. With
this propofal, and the keys of Vicenza, commiffioners

were fent by the befieged to the doge and fenate : they
were entertained with all poflible refpecT, and difmiffed

with prefents and affurances of fpeedy protection. An
ambaifador was accordingly fent to prevail on Carrario to

relinquish the fiege, or to denounce war; but, inftead of

regarding their intreaties or menaces, he ordered the nofe

and ears of the ambaffador to be cut off, charging Jiim to

tell his matters, that he was not to have laws prefcribed
to him by citizens and merchants. The republic, incenfed

at the infolence of the tyrant, and this violation of the

laws of nations, levied forces with all expedition, ap-

pointed Carolo JVlalateila of Arimini their general, and
entered into an alliance with Francifco Gonzaga. In the

mean while the doge received the homage of Belluna,

Baffan, and Feltre r
. As foon as the levies were com-

plete Malatefta took the field, fought feveral battles with

Various fuccefs, and, at the end of the campaign, return-

ed to Venice to refign his com million : we are not

told upon what occafion. Paolo Sabello, a native of

1 Sabel. lib. viii. dec. ii. Blond, lib, iv. dec. Hi. Boniten. lib.

iii. Montano apud Sabel.

5 4 Rome,



8 The Hiflory of Venice.

Rome, was appointed to fucceed him in the comman
This general's valour and experience were fo univerfally

acknowleged, that no Venetian envied his promotion, or

difputed his fuperior merit. Sabello entered upon action

early in the feafon, and g3ve proofs of what confequence
to the beft disciplined army the vigilance, prudence, and

bravery of a general may prove. Under his conduct fe-

deral important places were taken in fight of a fuperior

army ; the enemy were as often defeated as they engag-
ed, and the whole country of Padua, and territories of

Carrario, laid under contribution ; yet his infolence and

cruelty remained invincible m .

He was now joined by Albert d'Efte, who, won by the

large promifes of Carrario, declared war againft the repub-
lic. A new army, under the command of Gonzaga, was
fent againft him, which foon compelled Albert to iue for

peace, and give hoflages that he would not join the ene-

my during this war.

To return to the affairs of Padua: Sabello's camp was

unexpectedly attacked in the night by Tertius, the fecond

fon of Francifco Carrario, at the head of a flrong body of

chofen troops. The oafet was fo fudden and vigorous,
that the whole camp was in the utmoft conilernation and

confufion, the foldiers running up and down terrified

and half a fleep : Sabello alone was calm and undaunted ;

with an unparalleled prefence of mind he difpofed the

troops into their proper ranks, harangued, and led them
to the charge. Tertius, unable to refift his impetuofity,
and finding that his attempt of taking Sabello unprepared
was fruftrated, retreated with great precipitation, and
confiderable lofs. Sabello then marched againft the enemy
with a refolution to bring them to a general action, which
aim he effected by the force of ftratagem and fuperior

capacity : he fo hemmed in Carrario that he was under
the neceflity of fighting, or Surrendering at difcrction.

The firft was his choice ; he was defeated with prodigi-
ous flaughter, and very narrowly efcaped being made pri-
soner. Sundry ether advantages Sabello gained over the

enemy, when, in the full career of glory, he was feized

with a fever, of which he died fuddenly.
The direction of the army was now committed to Ga-

leas Grumello of Mantua, who neglected nothing that be-

came a good officer. The Veronefe, of which Carrario had
made himfelf mailer in the firft campaign, was defolated

m $abel, et Blond, ibid. Boniten. lib. hi. etiam Aut, cir.

with

.

I
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with the all horrors ofwar. The city of Verona, where Ja- verona
como Carrario commanded, was inverted and carried after taken bj

a vigorous fiege : a day before the furrender of the city
tfie r****

Jacomo made his efcape, but was overtaken on the banks
tmtls *

of the Po.

Grumello next inverted Padua, and encamping his ar- P
r
adu^tm

my on the Terra Nigra, kept the inhabitants under con- f^f^*.
tinual alarms. Carrario in the mean, time exerted him- turns*

felfwith great diligence and capacity, omitting nothing
that could tend to the defence of the city, or annoyance
of the befiegers. Day and night he was continually in

action, repairing breaches, relieving guards, and Allying
out upon the befiegers: he had likewife found means to

corrupt feveral officers in the Venetian camp, and by their

means received intelligence of every thing transacted or

intended ; but a (top was foon put to this treachery, Maf-
folerio having been detected tying a letter to the head of

an arrow. Some others were arrefted on fufpicion of

holding a correfpondence, and fent to Venice to be tried,

where they were condemned to the moft excruciating
tortures. Carrario being cut off from all communication

with the camp, by the death of his correfpondents, fell

upon another ftratagem to penetrate into the defigns and

fituation of the Venetians : he fent for a fafe-conduct to

the camp, as if he intended to make propofals. It ap-

peared on his arrival in the camp, from the extravagant

propofitions he made, that peace was not his view ; how-

ever, the following conditions were offered him by the A.D. 140$,

Venetian general 5 that Padua fhould be furrendered, and "

Carrario permitted to carry off his money, jewels, plate,

furniture, and rich moveables
*,
that he fhould remove to

the diftance Of a hundred miles from the Paduan diftricts

with his whole family, renouncing for ever all claim t6

the city and its dependencies; and that in confideration

of this ceflion, the republic would prefent him with the

fum of fixty thoufand crowns. Thefe terms Carrario re-

jected with difdain, and returned under an efcort to the

city. Now the fiege was pufhed with extraordinary vi-

gour, and the city battered in feveral places : the firft wall

(for Padua was fecured by three walls) was taken by fca-

Jade, and feveral breaches were made in the fecond.

Then Carrario entreated the Venetians to receive himfelf

and family into their protection ;
but he was referred to

the fenate, and told that pofhbly his tears and penitence

might procure more favour than he could expect. Final-

ly, he defired a pafTport to Venice, but was anfwered that

the
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Padua fur-

fendered.

Peace re*

fared.

Carrario
and his

family

firangled*

yhe'Hiftory of Venice.

the republic would fend comiilioncrs to treat with him at

Meftra n
. The parties having met, the conditions were de-

bated for two days; at tail they parted without coming to

any conclufion, and Carrario returned to the city, where he
was received with great coldnefs by the inhabitants, who
were tired of his tyranny, and attributed to his pride the

breach of the conferences, from which they at lead ex-

pected to be delivered from the miferies of a fiege. Car-

rario perceiving tnat no hopes of fecurity remained, fent

to the Venetian general, rcqueiling protection for him-
felf and family. Infoience in profperity is ever fucceeded

by meannefs in advedity : Carrario now fupplieated with

tears, and implored the protection of thofe very perfons
he had fo haughtily treated in the beginning of the war.

Himfelf and family were brought to Venice, and treated

with a lenity and refpect his conduct but little merited.

Padua was furrendered upon condition that it mould be

exempted from the ravages of the foldiers . Thus ended
that bloody war in which the republic had been engaged
on the continent; and the fway of a tyrant, ambitious of

power only to abuie it by infolence.

The republic now began to taite the fweets of peace,
which was foon poifoned by the intriguing reftlefs fpirt of

Carrario, who thereby accelerated his own ruin, and oc-

cafioned the extinction of his family. He had projected
the means of his efcape by fetting fire to the city in feve-

ral places : a number of villains were employed for this

purpofe, and induced to the undertaking by that very mo-

ney which the public allowed him for the fupport of his

dignity. The plot being difcovered, Carrario and his fa-

mily were removed into different prifons, all his adhe-

rents baniflied the city, and a ftrict guard maintained ;

but thefe precautions proving infufficient againil his ingra-
titude and treachery, he and his children were, by order

of the doge and fenate, ftrangled, and the fecurity of the

republic was thus eitablimed p.

The expences of this war with Carrario exceeded two
millions of money : but the republic received a valuable

confideration' by the acquifition of Padua, Verona, Bellu-

na, Vicenza, Colognia, and Felt re, with their appen-

dages'
1 . Hence the Venetians became more powerful on

n Boniten. Blond, et Sabel. ut fupra.
• Aut. cit. e$

in locis citatis. p Sabel. lib. viii. dec. ii. Moman. apud
Blond, ct Sabel. * Ibid-

th<*
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the continent, and their armies grew refpedtable as well

as their fleets.

At the clofe of the war a magnificent embafTy came to

Venice from Verona, confifting of forty perfons of the

firft diftinction in the city. The fenate ordered a fine

theatre to be erected, richly adorned, for their public re-

ception : here the doge, attended by his whole family in

their richeft apparel, by the fenate and magiftrates in

their robes, gave them audience. The ambaiTadors walk-

ing in proceflion to the throne, laid the keys of the city

at the feet of the doge, requefting his acceptance, and

praying that the event might be profperous to his high-

nefs, to the republic, and to the city of Verona. They
entreated the protection of the republic, and that hishigh-
nefs would, with his accuflomed goodnefs, preferve to

them their liberty, their religion, and property, againft
the attacks of all tyrants, affuring him of their perpetual

duty, affection, and fidelity. To this addrefs the doge

replied,
" that it was his and the fena'te's greateft happi-

nefs to be able to protect the weak, comfort the afflicted,

and reward the deferving : that while the city of Verona

preferved her prefent fentiments, fhe might confidently rely
on the friendship of the republic, and enjoy all the blefiings
which liberty and a free conftitution can afford to thofe

who have juft efcaped from tyranny and bondage.'* Then
recommending juftice, equity, and moderation, the am-
baffadors were difmiffed.

The Paduans came foon after in the fame manner, were
treated with equal kindnefs, and difmiffed with fimilar

affurances. Thus did the public enjoy a profound tran-

quility for the term of three years, during which her

afliduous application to commerce, the marine, and

.army, prodigioufly augmented her ftrength and confe-

quence.
The firft breach of the public quiet was occafioned by TheVene.

a tumult at Sabenica, the nobility acknowleging the au- tians be-

thority of the republic, the people that of the Hungarian fi'&e s&fo<*

monarch : the latter having taken arms drove the nobles
mca'

out of the city, feized upon all the public offices, and af-

fumed thofe prerogatives, which by the conftitution be-

longed only to the nobility. The Patricians thus exclud-

ed, fought the protection of the Venetians, on whofe ac-

count they fuffered. Four gallies and a body of land forces

were ordered by the fenate to pafs into Dalmatia, and lay

fiege to Sabenica, which was accordingly inverted, but

with little fuccefs 5 for the inhabitants defended them-'

felvcs
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felves fo bravely, that the befiegers were repulfed, and
forced to relinquish the enterprize. A more formidable

armament was next lent, but the obftinacy of the plebei-
ans rendered it nrceilary to have recourfe to Ladiilaus,
to whom commiifjoiu is were difpatched. After various

debates the whole affair was referred to the decifion of the

pope, the parties not being able to come to any conclu-

lion : we are no where informed of the determination of

his holinefs r
.

This little difturbance was foon following by one of

more confequence and hazard : the Forlians, like the

Sabenicans, were divided among themfelves
*,

the nobles
were defirous that the city ihould be under the protection
and laws of Venice, while the commons preferred the

jurifdietion of Ladiilaus, or the bifhop of Aquileia.
How the emperor Sigifmund came to concern himfelf in

this quarrel* we know not; all we are told is, that Pipus,
War with a Florentine, had the emperor's inftruclions to lead an
Stgijmun .

army jnt0 Italy. Upon his arrival, Frederico Savagnani
and his faction retired to Venice, and Udina was put in-

to the hands of Pipus. From thence he marched with ten

thoufand horfe into the Trevifan, and took from the re-

public the cities Feltre, Belluna, Sarraval, and La Mothe.
Afterwards indeed he abandoned his conquefts, it is fup-»

pofed, by the force of Venetian gold, and retired into,

Hungary, where he fuffered the juft punifhment of hi$

corruption
s
,

AH the particulars of this important war, in which the

republic would feem to be fo deeply concerned, are im-r

perfectly related; it is even difficult to know what fhare

the Venetian armies took in the quarrel. Sabellicus fays,
Peace nuith that after a variety of battles between Sigifmund and the

Sigifmund. republic, with various fucceis, peace was at lafl con-

cluded, and the emperor withdrew his army to Bohemias
As to the conditions of the peace, which might have re-

flected fome
light

on the origin of the war, there is a pro-
found filence.

Soon after peace was proclaimed, Steno died,, having
conducted the republic with applaufe through two

dangerous wars, and flourishing intervals of public tran-

quility
".

r Boniten. Com. lib. iv. Sabel. lib. viii. dec. ii. ' Ibid.

Blond. Hilt. dec. iii. lib. v. t Sabel. lib. viii. dec. ii.

« Sanfov. delle Vjt. Prin. Sabel. ibid.

fOMJSQ
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7'OMJSO MOCENIGO, Doge LXIV.

TOMASO MOCENIGO, being abfent on an embafly A-D.14.r3.

at Cremona, was recalled to take upon him the fupreme

magiftracy. The beginning of his administration was fer- ^maf<>

tile in the bleflings of peace : he gave firicl: attention to
Macem50i

commercial affairs, on which he was fenfible depended
the (Irength and profperity of the republic. A board of

trade was appointed, con filling of the principal merchants,
headed by a fenator. Originally this bufinefs was in the

hands of one man ; afterwards two more, with a fubor-

dinate authority, were added ; and now trade, a fubject
of vaft extent and importance, fubmitted to the direction

of a number, properly qualified by nature and experience,
to regulate, improve, and promote this chief object of Ve-
netian policy (A).
A difpute between the republic and bifhop of Aquileia

furnifhed the Venetians with a pretext for recovering the

towns loft in the late war : they accordingly laid fiege to

Feltre, Belluna, and other places, which they took after

a fhort refinance. Filippo Arcia, one of the belt officers

of the age, commanded the Venetian army. Having gar-
rifoned the above cities, he attacked and ruined rrata,
and by his influence prevailed on the whole province of
Friuli to acknowlege the dominion of the republic. Early
in the fpring,the bifhop returned with a numerous army
of Hungarians •,

he took the caffJe of Clufmo, and fome
other places ; but Arcia marching with expedition againlb
him, the Hungarians returned to their own country, leav-

ing the prelate to fight his own battles w
.

During thefe tranfacHons abroad, a terrible fire broke
out in the palace, which almofl entirely confumed it, and

communicating with St. Mark's church, quite demolifhed
the roof of that magnificent fabric. The great diligence
of the people prevented the fire from fpreading; and the

palace and church were repaired by a decree of the fenate,
the doge having liberally contributed towards the expence:

* Sabel. ibid. Blond, de Ged. Ven. Boniten. lib. iv.

(A) Upon this occafion other the public granaries ; arid it

appointments likewife were board of treafurv* which they
made: the council of ten was called MagiitratidellaGrafcia,
cSabliflied | commiSioners of della Dogana, Sanfov. lib. xin*

however,
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however, before the palace was habitable, he died, aftef

a reign of ten years, in which the republic enjoyed a cur*

rent of profperity, uninterrupted by any adverfe accident*

except the lire we have mentioned x
. Mocenigo's death

was preceded by that of the illultrious Carolo Zeno, one
of the belt fea-ofheers Venice ever produced, whole other

excellent qualities kept pace with his valour and military
abilities.

FRANCISCO FOSCARI, Doge LAY.

A.D.1423. FRANCISCO FOSCARI was eleaed to fucceed Mo-
*

cenigo, by the unlverfal voice of the fenate and people.
Fo/cari. jn the iirlr. year of his reign Salonica, a city of Albania,

voluntarily fubmitted to the Venetians, the inhabitants re-

queuing that a magiflrate might be fent to govern them
with the fame polity eftablifned at Venice ; accordingly,
Marino Bondomario was difpatched in quality of governor,

Warw'Ah and with" the title of count. In the fecond year of Fofca-

Vifconti of ri's adminiftration the war with Philip Vifconti, duke of
Milan,

Milan, and fon of Galeas Vifconti, commenced. As this

war proved tedious, bloody, and important in its confe-

quences, it may not be improper to trace it to its original
fource : Philip was a minor at his father's death, and, like

mod other children in their pupilage, robbed, plundered,
and opprefled by thofe very guardians who were bound in

honour, confeience, and by the laws of nature, to pro-
tect his infancy : his dominions were made a prey to the

neighbouring petty princes and flates, and in the courfe of

a few years patTed into the hands of a variety of matters.

Philip was no fooner of age to take upon him the govern-
ment of the little dominion left, than he attempted to re-

cover thofe cities and provinces of which he had been plun-
dered in his minority. By his own valour, and the great
abilities of Francifco Carmagnola, he not only won back

what lawfully belonged to him, but greatly extended his

territories beyond what the family ever poffeiied. In the

career of viclory he inverted Genoa, reduced it to great
extremities, and compelled the Genoefe to purchafe peace
with a prodigious fum of money, for the payment of

which the Florentines were bound fureties, the ftrong city

of Leghorn, at the mouth of the river Arno, being pledged
to them for their fecurity and indemnification. The Flo-

rentines interfering in this affair, a coldnefs enfued be-

st Sanfov. delle Vit. Piincip. etiam FavoK 4.

tween

1
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tween Philip and that republic, which he foon improved
into an open rupture. Under the pretext of afiiftingpope

Martin, he attacked and defeated the Florentine army near

Zagonere : this was the glofs Philip gave this tranfaclion

at foreign courts, in order to conceal his ambition. Other

battles were fought afterwards, until the Florentines,

finding themfelves unequal to Philip's power, had recourfe

for afliftance to the Venetians y. Trie republic had re-

frained from taking part in the quarrel, as long as there

was hope that the Florentines could (land their ground,
and with their own ftrength check the progrefs of this

conqueror ; but finding the balance greatly preponderate
in favour of Philip, the Venetians were induced to throw
themfelves in the oppoiite fcale, from that conftant maxim
of their government, to pay a Uriel: attention to the jufl:

political poife. Firfr. they endeavoured, by repeated em-
bailies, to reconcile Philip to the Florentines, all of which,
like a true politician, he received gracioufly, and difmhTed

with ftrong promifesand aflurances of what he never intend-

ed to perform. The republic was no lefs artful than Phi-

lip *,
under pretence of placing an entire confidence in

what he faid, they were making all the necefiary prepara-
tions to oblige him to make good his aflurances. At laft,

when every thing was in readiness for declaring war,
Paolo Cornaro was fent to demand a categorical aniwer.

Philip was Hung with the fpirited remonftrance of Cor-
naro ; but always fubjedting his paflionsto his intereft, he

replied, that out of refpect to the Venetian republic he
would fubmit the difpute with Florence to the arbitration

of Nicholas d'Efte, whofe integrity could
x

not be called in

queftion. Satisfied with this anfwer Cornaro returned to

Venice, and was foon followed by two ambafiadors from
Vifconti. Philip had heard that the Florentines were pre-

paring an embafiy to the republic ; he therefore difpatch-
ed Giovanni Arecini, and Bertrand Larnpugniani to frus-

trate the effects of this application. The firft audience
was given to the Tufcan miniflers, who pathetically re-

prefented all the miferies of a free itate, in danger of be-

ing overwhelmed by the mercilefs and inexorable ambition
of a tyrant ; the duty incumbent on free constitutions to

oppofe, with all their might, the encroachments of am-
bitious princes and monarchs ; an attack upon Florence,

they faid, was an attack upon liberty, and the prelude to

r Sabel. lib. ix. dec. ii. Boniten. lib. ir. Blond, lib. v. dec.

Six* Sanfov. delle Vit. Princip. 131.

an
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an attempt on the freedom of Venice. They enumerated
inltances of Philip's cunning, vigilance, activity, intre-

pidity, and power j and from each drew arguments for

the necelhty of curbing his ambition. They concluded
with a warm and pathetic exhortation, which excited

violent emotions in the bread of every fenator. On one
lide the power and ambition of Philip was formidable id

liberty ; on the other, the expence of the war was great,
and the iffue hazardous* Before any reply was made to>

the Florentines, the duke's ambaffadors were called in,
when Aretini, the molt artful and eloquent fpeakcr of his

country, addreffed the doge and fenate in a fpeech fuitable

to his character. He began with engaging the affections

of his audience, foothing their pafhons, and explaining
the nature of his inilructions : he proceeded to fome fe-

vere flrictures upon the Florentines, to refute their affer-

tions, and vindicate the meafurcs and character of his

matter. After having adduced every argument which
found policy could fuggeft, or the mod perfuafive elo-

quence adorn, he cocluded with referring the whole dif-

pute to the arbitration of the fenate and Nicholas d'Efte.

When the ambaffadors retired, great debates arofe in the

fenate ; forne remained firm in their firft opinion, others

were drawn over by the fpecious oratory of Aretini. It

was at laft propofed that Carmagnola, who had deferted

the fervice of Philip, mould be called in } from him it was

prefumed a juil judgment of the true temper, policy,
and character of this prince might be collected. Fraticif-

Co Carmagnola quitted the fervice of Philip upon fome

dilguft, the particulars of which are not mentioned : he
now offered himfelf to the Venetians, to humble that very
mailer he had been the inftrument of exalting. Every
one careffed, and was defirous of engaging the elteem of a

inan famous for his military exploits, and capacity in the

cabinet : fome perfohs, however, dreaded placing at the

head of their armies an officer whofe late conduct gave
room to diftruft his conftancy, his honour, and his fide-

lity : they were anfwered, that under the conduct of a

general fo experienced, fo perfectly acquainted with the

views, policy, itrength, and mod intimate fecrets of Vif*

Nconti, they could not fail of fuccefs in defeating all the at-

tempts, and retraining the towering ambition of this

proud potentate ; and that Carrnagnola's pride was a fuf-

ficient furety of his faith, fince without doubt he would
exert (

J Lis faculties to cdnvince Vifcontihow ferviceable

he
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he might have rendered his merit z
. Certain it is, that

Carmagnola was greatly incenfed againft the duke : when
he was called into the fenate, he fpoke with a rancour
and virulence that could not be aflumed or counterfeit.

His arguments were fo forcible, his oratory fo perfuafive,
and his influence fo conliderable, that an alliance with
Florence and war with Vifconti, was unanimoufly refolv-

ed a
.

In the treaty with Florence it was ftipulated, that fixteen Treaty

thoufand horfe and eight thoufand foot fhould be levied at
j?,

!t/l
.

the common expence of both republics, to act as future
'° en tn

occafions fhould require ; that two fleets fhould be equip-
ped, the Venetian to fail up the Po, to refill the forces of

Vifconti, the Florentine to fcour the Genoefe coaft ; that

all the cities, towns, and forts, taken on the confines of
Flaminia fhould belong to Florence, the reft to be at the

difpofal of Venice ; and lafty, that peace fhould not be
made with the enemy but by mutual confent and appro-
bation.

Soon after Nicholas d'Efte, Amadeus of Savoy, Fran-
cifco Gonzaga, and other princes, acceded to this alliance.

Serrano, one of the doge's fenatories, was fent to Philip
to acquaint him with the determination of the republic.
His inftruclions were to defire the duke, in the name of

the republic, to ceafe hoftilities againft the Florentines ;

and, if he refufed, immediately to declare war. The en-

voy was civilly received at Milan ; but Philip, far from

complying with his demand, fent back a defiance. War Declara*

was publicly denounced, and the fubjec"ts of each ftate tl0Tt °f

commanded to quit the enemy's dominions without far- war*

ther notice, on pain of being deemed traitors to their re-

fpec~tive countries. The command of the army was gi
ven

to Carmagnola, who was eager to fignalize his zeal by
fome exploit worthy of the high opinion entertained of
his capacity. His impatience would not wait for the new
army to be levied ; but taking the command of a few regi-
ments- of the Handing forces, he marched into the enemy's
territories. His firft attempt was on Brefcia, of which he
foon became maftcr by the force of corruption. The
caftle, into which Philip's garrifon retired, he took by
ftorm, putting all the foldiers to the fword ; but there

was ftill a fort in one quarter of the town which held out,
and defended itfelf bravely. The duke fent Francifco

z Boniten. lib. iv. a Blond, dec. iii. lib, vi. Sabel. lib*

ix. dec. ii. Montan. apud Sabel. Aut. eft.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. C .Sforza
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Sforza to its relief, between whom and Carmagnola many
warm ikirmifhes palled. The fiege was puihed on with

vigour, and the fort defended with courage, the befieged

relying upon Sforza's army, which had in a manner in-

clofed Carmagnola ; who with fatigue and watching fell

lick, committed the army to Gonzaga, and retired to the

bath; at Padua. In the mean time, the fiege went on

with the fame fpirit, Gonzaga being in every refpect a

general equal to Carmagnola j but the enemy were fo well

provided, their failles fo frequent and vigorous, and the

Venetians fo harrafled in the rear by Sforza, that fliamc

only reilrained them from abandoning the enterprize.
Doth fides were continually reinforced, and the affair fpun
out to a great length; at laft Carmagnola returned to the

army, and refumed the command. Now an ailault was

refolved on, and, to encourage the foldiers, a reward of

leur hundred crowns promifed to him who firft mounted
the walls, three hundred to the next, two hundred to the

third, and a hundred to each of the ten following. Both
Jules fought with the moft obftinate valour, and it was
difficult to determine which difplayed the greateft courage:
at laft, the Venetians, overpowered with numbers, were
forced to retreat, by which means the fiege might have

been protracted to an unmeafurable time, if famine had
not effected what had foiled courage, conduct, and num-
bers. This brave garrifon was reduced to fo great extre-

mities, that they were compelled to fue for a truce upon
this condition, that if Philip came within the fpace of ten

days with a force fufficient to relieve them, they then

fhould be at liberty to defend the fort, otherwife they
would furrender it to the Venetians. The truce being

iigned, Carmagnola doubled the guards, and ordered ftriet.

watch that no provifion might enter the fort. Sforza's

army could hardly be kept from mutinying \ they accufed

their officers of cowardice and treachery, publicly declar-

ing that this brave garrifon fell a facrifice to their bafe-

nefs. Numberlefs attempts were made to throw in fuc-

-cour, but all were fruftrated by the vigilance of Carmag-
nola. At laft, the truce being expired, the fort was fur-

rendered, agreeable to the articles ftipulated
b
.

During this fiege, which was entirely carried on by the

Venetians, the Florentines, under d'Efte, entered Cre-

mona, which they defolated with fire and fvvord, Philip
had no army able to oppofe them ; as yet he was but af-

k Boniten. lib. iv. Blond, lib, vi. dec. iii.

fembling
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fembling his troops, and before they were united the Flo-

rentines retired.

Soon after the furrenderof the town and fort of Brefcia, Peace nvitk

through the mediation of the pope's nuncio, peace was rtfcontu

concluded, but with reluclance embraced by all parties.

The conditions were, that Philip fhould amicably cede to

the Venetians, Commonica, Brefcia, with its territories,

and that part of the Cremonefe, on the Olio, towards

Brefcia : and that Amadeus of Savoy mould keep what-

ever he had taken during the war. Here we find no men-
tion of the Florentines, although it was ftipulated in the

treaty of alliance between the republics, that neither mould
make peace without the other's confent : it is probable,

therefore, the Florentines were included, though as they
obtained [no particular conditions, it was not neceiTary to

fpecify them by name.

It appears from Philip's conduct, foon after, that he by
no means was defirous of this peace, at leaft upon the

terms of difmembering his dominions. Refpect for the

pope's nuncio would feem to have been the fole induce-

ment to patch up what may rather be termed a cefTation

of hoftilities than a pacification. Some writers allege,
that he even affronted, in the nuncio's prefence, the Ve-
netian commiffioners who came to Milan to receive the

towns furrendered to the republic. Sabellicus is of opi-
nion that his fo fuddenly breaking through the peace was

owing to the remonftrances of the Milanefe, who highly
refented the ignominious terms which he received c

. They
upbraided their prince with cowardice and meannefs, for

fo eafily relinquifhing what the chance of war would pro-

bably have recovered, and yielding his ftrong holds, cities,

and lands, to an enemy whofe ftrength or courage in the

field he had but once experienced. The remonftrance

concluded with a zealous offer of their lives and for-

tunes, which, they faid, they were ready to facrifice ra-

ther than his honour fhould be flained, or the hereditary
dominions of the flate alienated. Philip defired to know
in what manner they would enable him to profecute the

war ; upon which the magiftrates retired to their confti-

tuents, and the fubjecl: was warmly debated in a large af-

fembly of the citizens* The refult of their deliberations

was, that they would requeft of the duke to accept, dur-

ing the war, of ten thoufand horfe and an equal number of

foot, conditionally, that the revenues of the Milanefe

c Sabell. lib, ix. dec. ii.

C 2 Ihould
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iliould retrain in the hands of the magiilrates of Milan.

The intension of this propofal was to prevent the abufe of

public money, to the purpofes of miniRers and courtiers,

who, under the pretence of the neceflary occafions of the

Hate and expenses of the war, fqueezed and impoverilhed
the people for the iupport of their luxury. The duke was
inclined to accept the terms

*,
but was difluaded by one of

his miniiters, who told him, that to leave the ievenue in

the hands of his fubjecls was to rear ladders for them to

mount to liberty, fo eagerly afpired after, efpecially at a

time when he was obliged to carry on a war againit two
free republics. Philip, fatisfied with this reafoning, was,
however, afraid absolutely to reject the propofal ; he left

it to time and his own cunning to extort the fums wanted

upon his own conditions. In order to
iatisfy the people,

he prohibited the furrender of thofe towns which Mere

itipulated in the treaty of peace, and loon after made an

ineurfion into the territories of Mantua.
The republic, fpeedily informed of Philip's intentions,

forthwith ordered new levies to be made, the troops which
were not diibanded to march into Mantua, their former alli-

ances to be renewed, and every other meafure to be taken for

vigoroufly profecuting the war. Philip was not behind them
in preparations. Undaunted at the league formed againit

him, he refolved upon a triple attack on the enemy : arm-

ing fome vefl'els at Cremona he feizedon Turcecole, a for-

trefs in the Parmefan, fituated at the mouth of the Tarro.

Prefumingon the ftrength of his infantry, he made incur-

fions beyond the Brefcian mountains, while his cavalry

foraged and fcoured all the champain country : his third

exploit was the mod fuccefsful and important ; fending an

army againft the fugitive Genoefe, who greatly molefted

him, he, by his general Sforza, totally defeated Fregofa
and their army.

Pergulan, another of his officers, placed garrifons m
all the forts of the Brefcian, which flood convenient to

impede or harrafs the enemy, at the fame time that Pici-

nino with a fleet befieged and took Cafiel Major
d

. Bri(-

felles, on the Po, was foon after taken, and Viiconti's con-

quefts were no lefs rapid than his refolution to renew the

war had been fudden. All this time the Venetians were

\,D.ia.i7. <hTgen tly employed; they fitted out a fleet with orders to

fail up the Po, under Francifco Bembo. At CafTal, he

* Sabel. ubi fupra. Blond, lib. vi. dec iii. Boniten. lib. iv. Coro-
fin. apud. Sabel.

came-
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came up with the enemy's fleet, commanded by Euftace of

Pavia, and both admirals prepared for battle. Bembo or-

dered eight galleons to form a line in front, thefe he fas-

tened together by a itrong chain. Euftace oppofed this van

with four galleons, which he ordered to bear down upon
the Venetian line with all the force of the tide and oars.

The Venetian, aware of his defign, eluded it by a ftroke

of military addrefs peculiar to the method of fighting fhips

at that time, attacked and funk the four galleons. Euftace,

perceiving bv this inftance, that he was unequal to the dex-

terity of Bembo, made all the difpatch he was able to Cre-

mona c
. He was clolely purfued by the Venetian admiral,

who inftantly attacked and reduced three little forts built

in the river to block up the channel. The victorious

Bembo then entering the channel, feized upon the gal-

leons, which he burnt, Euftace having wholly unrigged
them before his arrival. In the night the failors, having

got on more without leave from the admiral, began to

plunder the fuburbs, when they were fuddenly attacked by
a detachment from the city, and to the number of three

hundred taken prifoners. Bembo, incenfed at this acci-

dent, ordered the fleet up the river, attacked and deftroyed
the fort (landing on the continence of the rivers Po and
Adda

-,
then purfuing his way, came to an anchor near

Pavia ; but finding the city deferted, he returned to Cre-

mona, apprehending fome treachery was intended.

During thefe naval t ran factions, the Venetians were not

idle on more. An army of fourteen thoufand horfe and
fix thoufand foot being ready early in the fpring, Carmag-
nola marched for Padua, crofted the lake Benacus, and
arrived at Brefcia. Before his coming, Pietro Loretano,
the governor, had been fuccefsful againft a detachment of

the enemy, who made incurfions to the very gates of the

city : fallying out upon them, he took the commander pri-

foner, and about three hundred of the foldiers. Carmag- Carmagno .

nola, envious that the firft military exploits were not per- ja
*
s con-

formed by himfelf, departed with his army from Brefcia, du£i.

and proceeded directly to Ortolonga, which he inverted.

As foon as his battering artillery arrived, lines were formed, Bcf.e^es

and his batteries began to play upon the walls with great Ortolonga.

fury. There was a body of one thoufand horfe, befides a

flrong garrifon of foot, within the town : the governor, re-

lying upon his ftrength, refolved upon a
faily, which he

e Sabel. lib. ix. dec. ii. Boniten. lib. iv. Blond, de Geft. Ven.
idem in Hilt;, dec. iii. lib. vi.
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made in the evening on that fide of the camp defended by
Stroffi, and the troops of Ferrara. Strofli, with four hun-
dred horfe, bravely Curtained the aflault, making prodi-

gious havock amongft the befieged. At laft, overpowered
with numbers, he was flain, with the greateft part of his

troops ; upon which the enemy broke into the camp, where

nothing but confufion reigned. The foldiers fatigued with

the heat and labour of the day, had gone fecurely to reft,

never dreaming of an attack. They were running about

in the utmoft perturbation, a prey to the enemy, when

Carmagnola arrived with a body of horfe, and charged the

aflailants with fo much vigour, that they were repulfed,
and driven back into the town with great ilaughter. How-
ever, this affair coft the befiegers, befides the lofs of the

brave Stroffi, about one thoufand fix hundred men, ac-

cording to Blondus, who is very particular.

Carmagnola raifed the fieee next day, and leaving be-

hind all the towns and forces held by the enemy, marched
• ftrait to befiege Cremona, not doubting but the furrender

of this fine city would induce others to a voluntary fub-

miflion f
. On his way he was ftrongly reinforced, fo that

the army amounted to eighteen thoufand horfe and eight
thoufand foot, exclufive of fix thoufand auxiliaries : Bembo
likewife with the fleet and two thoufand mariners lay near

Cremona. Struck with the, greatnefs of this defign, Vif-

conti affembled the citizens of Milan, and met with fuch

chearful returns of loyalty as enabled him to take the field

at the head of thirty thoufand men, with whom he march-
ed to give battle to the Venetians. Carmagnola with his

army lay at Sama, the enemy being obliged to crofs a

bridge above a mile diftant from the camp before they
could attack him : here he was determined to receive Phi-

lip, without giving himfelf the trouble of defending the

bridge, for the Venetians were no lefs eager than the ene-

my to engage. Philip, contrary to his own judgment, by
the advice of Sforza, led his army over the bridge, which
he drew up in order of battle on a plain a little way di-

ftant from the Venetian camp. Both fides joined battle

with the utmoft alacrity and vigour: they fought from
noon till night, and no apparent advantage was gained.
In the evening a ftorm of wind arifing drove before it

fuch clouds of duft, as rendered it impoffible for the fol-

diers to diftinguifh each other : friends were known from
enemies only by the word of battle. An advanced party
of Philip's army thinking to retire out of tWs confufion

f Blond. Sabel. ubi fypra. Boniten. lib. iv.
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towards the bridge, found themfelves in the middle of the

enemy's camp, where they were made prifoners. At lad

both generals ordered a retreat to be founded, each claim-

ing victory, and perhaps with equal reafon. Carmagnola
ufed jocofely to fay, that at the battle of Sama, Philip and
he took more of their own foldiers prifoners than of the

enemy : however, Philip aiTerted with great gravity, that

the Venetians were defeated, efteeming it a victory that

he had not loft a battle g
: but he was foon recalled to the

defence of the Milanefe, the duke of Savoy's cavalry hay-

ing entered the duchy by the fide of Vercelli, were mak-

ing incurfions to the gates of the capital. The Vene-
tians too perceiving Cremona to be Strongly garrifoned
and well provided, dropped their intention of laying fiege
to it, and encamped at CafTel Major, where Bembo and
the fleet arrived loon after. Sforza had purfued the Ve-
netians from Cremona with a choice body of horfe, think-

ing he mould be able to harrafs their rear ; but he found
them fo well prepared, that he returned without making
any attempt.

Carmagnola entered upon the fiege of CafTel, which was The Vene*

for a long time defended by a brave governor and nume- ttans be-

rous garrifon : at lad it was taken by ftorm, and the gar- fi*R*C*f*\

rifon put to the fword, all befides Pifani the governor and MaJ or -

a few troops, who, retiring into a ftrong tower, capitulated

upon honourable terms. He next laid a bridge over the

Adda, by which his troops made incurfions into the Mila-

nefe, ravaged, plundered, and deftroyed every thing tha|
came in their way.

Philip was taken up in reconciling difputes among his

officers, each of whom claimed a fuperiority over the

others. At laft he was obliged to put an end to divifions,

which he apprehended might terminate in the ruin of the

army, by creating a generaliffimo : his choice fell upon
Carolo Malatefta, who had formerly commanded the Ve-
netian forces ; an officer more diftinguifhed for his high
rank, caution, and duplicity, than for his valour. Ma-
lateila's firft bufinefs was to put a ftop to the incurfions of

the Venetians, which in a fhort time he effectually ac-

complished. Macale, a citv of the Cremonefe, was now naca ie be-

befieged by Carmagnola ; this enterprizeoccafioned great fie^edhy^
1*

difcontent in Philip's army, the foldiers entertaining VtnttianH

doubts about the courage of their general. At laft their

clamours became fo loud, that Malatefta called a council

g Sabel. ibid. Blond, lib. vi. dec. iii.
*

P4 tf.



24 The Hi/lory of Venice.

of the principal officers : Sforza and Picinino were for giv

ing the enemy battle ; J'ergulan and Taufello for avoid-

ing it, and retraining the impetuofity of the troops, faying,

that the Venetians mint neceffarily quit the Cremonefe

foon for want of ammunition and forage. The general,

apprehenfive of a fedition, followed the former opinion,
and gave orders for the army to march. When he ap-

proached the enemy, he put the queftion to Sforza and

Picinino, whether it were better to attack the enemy in

their camp, or to draw up the army and. receive tl.

Thofc officers replied, that he was their general, and muft

direct thofe particulars as he thought proper. Orders

then were ifTued for difpofmg the troops in battle-array.
In the mean time Carmagnola had drawn up the Venetians

to receive the enemy : Tollctino was ordered with two
thoufand horfe to make a fweep round a hill on the left,

and attack them in the rear as foon as both armies were

engaged : then he ftrongly lined all the hedges and ditches

through which the enemy muft pafs, himfelf taking poll in

a particular defile of great importance. Here the action

began : Sforza advancing with the light horfe, charged
the Venetians in front, while Carmagnola ordered the firft

and fecond lines to give way to the right and left, to en-

clofe him if he advanced ; an incident which accordingly

happened : continuing, however, to prefs on with irre-

fiftible vigour, Carmagnola made a fighting retreat to the

main body of his army. Here Sforza, feconded by Ma-
latefte, purfued, and a general engagement began, in which
both fides behaved with great intrepidity : but Carmagno-
la's difpofition gave him many advantages ; his infantry,
with which all the hedges were lined, galled, and made

prodigious flaughter amongft the enemy's cavalry % while

a great fhout in the rear of Malatefte's army announced
their being charged in the rear by Tolletino with his two
thoufand horfe. Thus being attacked in the rear by car

valry, in both flanks by infantry placed in the hedges, and
in the front by the main body of the Venetian army under

Carmignola, the enemy were at laft totally defeated, af-

Fhiiip"sar- ter many bold efforts to rally. Then began a dreadful car-

my defeat- nage, the general not having power to reftrain the rage of
ed'

the Venetian foldiers. At laft, the enemy endeavoured to

appeafe by intreaties the refentment they could neither re-

pel norefcape ; they laid down their arms, and fix thou-

fand infantry, with three thoufand horfe, were made pri-

soners at difcretion h
. Without doubt Carmagnola might

h Blond, lib. vii. dec. iii. Sabel. lib. i. dec iii.

have
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have crufhed Philip in confequence of this declfive vic-

tory, if he had not either from unaccountable whim, over-

ftrained generofity, or treachery, fet all the prifoners at

liberty without a fingle condition. The Milanefe army
being totally broke, nothing could prevent his becoming
mafter of the whole duchy, had he been as fkilful, or ra-

ther had he been as willing to purfue as to gain a victory.
Hi's only exploit after this battle was the taking of Orges
by aflault, all the other cities, towns 3 and forts of Brefcia

paying a voluntary fubmiflion.

In the mean time Sforza and Picinino were bufied in

collecting their fcattered troops, and in making new le-

vies : having joined thefe with the prifoners reftored by
Carmagnola, a formidable army was foon on foot, which

immediately entered upon action. Sforza farprifed a con-

voy of provifions going to the enemy's camp : Picinino

made an attempt at night to recover the town of Ponta-

glio, but was repulfed *.

Befides the attempts of Philip to ftop the progrefsof the A«D. '4*9,

Venetians by force, he was not idle by negociation : he

endeavoured, by his intrigues, to excite the emperor Si-

gifmund againft the republic. His art fucceeded with the

duke of Savoy, who gave him his daughter in marriage :

however, not all his policy could prevent the neceffity he
was under of fuing for peace, upon the lofs fuftained by
the death of feveral of his beft officers. A congrefs was

accordingly appointed at Ferrara, the pope's legate prefid-

ing, where the conditions were long debated, and at laft

adjufted. The mod material articles were, that Brefcia, A peace,

with all the Brefcian and Cremonefe, that part of the Ber-

gamefe ftretching towards the river Adice, together with
the caftles, towns, and forts which they then held upon the

Cremonefe, fhould be ceded in perpetuity to the Vene-
tians. Little was granted to the Florentines befides fome

trifling honours, fuch as hoifting their own flag at fea in-

flead of the Pifan.

By this peace Italy enjoyed a paufe of unfettled tran-

quillity : hoftilities ceafed, yet ftill their mutual animofi-

ties, jealoufies, and heart-burnings remained. The cef-

fion of the Cremonefe was never thoroughly relifhed by
Philip: his conduct at the time of figning the peace, as

well as afterwards, intimated his reluctance to part with
a diftrict fo commodious, which he regarded as hereditary
in his family, although in truth his right was founded in

* Mont. Com. lib. Hi.

conqueft.
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conqueft. This was one grievance, and might in tim<

have produced a war had no other reafons concurred k
.

Others, however, were not wanting. Philip had perfe-
cuted with implacable hatred, the families of Fregofa and

Fiefci, in contempt of all the remonftrances in their behalf

from the' republics of Venice and Florence, and even a

promife that he would take rnem into his friendfhip : but

the molt open and avowed oecafion of taking arms arofe

from the following ^incident.

Paolo Guenefio had, by his cunning, art, and policy,

acquired an aicendency almoft defpotic over the republic
of Lucca: he conducted himfelf with fo much conduct

and prudence, that amidft the broils in which all Italy be-

fides were engaged, Lucca alone tafted the fweets of re-

pofe and tranquillity ; yet could he neither gain the hearts,

nor even avoid the hatred of the principal perfons in that

ftatc, which he had fo fkilfully fleered through all the

dangers and labyrinths of policy. Continual intrigues
were carried on againft him, and now a ftorm was ga-

thering which threatened deftruction both to Paolo and

the republic. The firft attempt of the difafFected was to

itir up the people againft him on account of his conniving
at his fon's defertion of the fervice of the ftate to enter

into that of Florence. Young Ladiflaus had folicited for

leave, but being denied he made his efcape, and acquired

great honour in the Florentine alliance with the Bologn-
efe againft pope Martin. The difaffeeted represented the

danger there was of being embroiled in a quarrel with the

holy fee, by the rafhnefs of Ladiflaus and ambition of

Paolo : however, their intrigues were undermined by the

cunning of Paolo, who proved too hard for them on this

as on many former occafions. The malcontents, finding
their endeavours to ftir up the people againft Paolo, were
to no purpofe, grew defperate : they never confidered

that violent meafures muft be accompanied with the ruin

of their country ; or rather, they were indifferent what
became of Lucca, fo that Guenefio was deftroyed : this

aim they endeavoured to accomplifh, by working on the

ambition and natural fire of young Stella, nephew to Bra-

chiOi a young nobleman in the Florentine fervice. Stella

was eafily induced by their remonftrances to undertake

what was perfectly agreeable to his active and enterprif-

ing fpirit.
Without farther reflection he made an incur-

fion into the territories of Lucca, laying every thing wafte

k Sabcl. lib. ii. dec iii.

to



The Hijlory of Venice. 17

to the gates of the city: he feized upon eight forts and

caftles belonging to Paolo, made the garrifons prifoners,

and then encamped on the great plain near Lucca. His

forces, which at firft confided of a few troops of Floren-

tine horfe, were foon increafed by a great number of vo-

lunteers, who flocked from all quarters in expectation of

honour or booty. When Stella entered upon action, he

had no countenance from the republic of Florence, the

few troops under his conduct being prevailed upon folely

by his own influence to fhare his fortune. The Floren-

tines, however, perceiving the rapidity of his conquefts,
and the unexpected increafe of his forces, began to har-

bour ambitious defigns, and to relifh the project of an-

nexing Lucca to the territories of the republic by means
of Stella. Inftead therefore of recalling him and their A.D. 1430.

foldiers, in confequence of a folemn embaffy from Gue-

nefio, they encouraged Stella in the enterprize he had Stella\ fup -

formed, which they defired might be profecuted in the
t° ê pi n̂m

name of the republic, afluring him of ample fupplies of txms%

men, money, and every other necefiary.
Paolo perceiving that nothing was to be expected but

war from the Florentines, had recourfe to Venice ; but

the republic declining to interfere in a difpute in which
fhe was not concerned, the ambaffadors proceeded to the

court of Milan. Philip joyfully efpoufed a caufe in which
he hoped to wreak his vengeance on the Florentines. He vifconti

ordered Sforza to levy a ftrong army, and march directly
retdlves to

to the relief of Lucca 1
. This general, whofe greateft

aJF$ Lucca.

pleafure was fighting, readily obeyed the mandate, raifed

an army, patted the Alps, and foon appeared before the

city. Upon his approach Stella retired towards the con-

fines of Pifa, not chufing to give battle to the enemy,
who he knew muft foon be in want of provifions. By
protracting the war he doubted not but Sforza's afliftance

would become ufelefs to Guenefio, as the country round

being entirely deftroyed, the Miianefe army would only
haften the furrender of Lucca, by confuming the (tores

laid in for a fiege.
In the mean time Sforza entered Lucca triumphantly,

and was received by Guenefio as his deliverer and guardian

angel. Here he made but a fhort ftay, and then marched
into Piftoia, where he took, plundered, and deftroyed a
number of forts and caftles. In his abfence the artful

Guenefio began to ruminate upon the event ; he confi-

1 Mont. Com. lib. if.

dered
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dered how precarious was the fupport of auxiliaries, whofe

defigns might have the fame tendency as thofe of the

avowed enemy; how much eafier it was to treat with the

Florentines for a peace, while his affairs were in a prof-

perous condition, than it would be after the departure or

defeat of Sforza ; he concluded, that now was the moft

advifable time for him to enter into a treaty, and fecure

by a foiid,' though difadvantageous peace, that tranquillity

upon which his power and happinefs depended
m

.

Commiihoners were in confequence fecretly difpatched
to Stella and Florence with propofals ; but Sforza having

intelligence of the defign, returned fuddenly with a ftrong

corps to Lucca, and feizing upon Paolo and his family,
fent them prifoners to Milan, after he had diftributed his

money and rich moveables among the foldiers n
.

Scarce had he led his troops back to Lombardy when
Stella returned to the fiege of Lucca, where he was ftrong-

ly reinforced by a body of horfe and foot detached from
Florence. This motion determined Phiiip to fend Pici-

nino, in the name of the Genoefe, who were faid to have

received Lucca under their protection, to relieve the city.

The news of his march and powerful army obliged the

Florentines to apply to Venice for affiftance, in confe-

quence of a treaty ofTenfive and defenfive fubfifling be-

tween tjie republics. Perceiving the danger which threat-

ened their allies, the Venetians difpatched commiflioners

to Philip to acquaint him, that the republic could eafily

penetrate into his defigns ; that the Venetians were fen-

iible the Genoefe were incapable of raifing fuch a force

as Picinino was leading againft the Florentines their allies;

that it was abfurd to pretend that a ftate, which itfelf

was under his dominion, fhould have taken Lucca under
its protection •,

and laftly, that if he did not recall his ge-
nerals and troops, who inconteftably compofed the greater

part of Picinino's army, they would immediately march
to the relief of their allies, and, contrary to their incli-

nation, break the peace fubfifling between the ftates.

Philip gave no determinate anfwer to this peremptory mef-

fage, and the Venetians hefitated about entering upon
war, until the news arrived that Picinino had defeated

the Florentines before Lucca, an event which immediately
produced a refolution of coming to a rupture °.

m Mont, etiarn Sabel. et Blond, ubi fupra.
n pa fi. p. 74..
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The Venetians, previous to hoftilities, made divers at-

tempts to draw Francifco Sforza into their intereft, who
had refided at Mirandola from the time he left Lucca,
without difbanding his army, or acknowledging any alle-

giance to Philip. The Florentines likewife left no means
untried to fecure his friendihip, to which Sforza was great-

ly difpofed, on account of the mutual good offices which
had long fubfifted between his father and the republic.
•But Philip ufed the moft forcible arguments to gain him,

promifmg him his only daughter in marriage, and the re-

verfion of his dominions if he fhould die without male ifiue.

All their endeavours being baffled, the "Venetians entered

into a league with the marquis of Montferrat, to whom
and fome other petty princes they granted fubfidies. The
war commenced with an attempt the Florentines made of

refuming the fiege of Lucca, after the departure of Pici- A.D.1431.,

nino
•,
but their defign was fruftrated by Bartholomeo For- "

nari, the Genoefe admiral, who lay at Leghorn, with a

fquadron of fix gallies. Fornari's vicinity obliged the Flo-

rentines to garrifon Pifa, which they apprehended would
revolt : the reft of the army were forced to retire on the

approach of Picinino, who was returning to Lucca after

he had with wonderful rapidity over-run the country of

the Pifans, and taken a great number of forts and caftles.

So apprehenfive were the Florentines of lofing the city of

Pifa, that they palled a very extraordinary and cruel edict,
to prevent their rebellion, viz. that all the inhabitants,

from the age of fifteen to fixty years of age, fhould depart
the city before a candle, lighted up for the purpofe, was

confumed, under penalty of their lives, and confiscation

of their efFec~ts p
. Picinino, finding that Lucca was in

no danger, marched into the country of Volterra, where
his conquefts were no lefs rapid than before they had been
in the Pifan territories. Even the city of Volterra mull
have fallen into his hands, had not Michaeli Attendulo

been feafonably fent with a ftrong corps by pope Euge-
nius to its relief, which obliged Picinino to abandon his

defign 1.

During thefe tranfacTions, the Venetian army under

Carmagnola took the field. This general had fome time

remained encamped near Orges, watching an opportunity
to enter upon action with advantage : he now difcovered

a treafonable correfpondence between the governor of Lo-

p Sabel. lib. ij. dec. iii. Blond, lib. viii. dec iii, 1 Hiftoire

de Pap. F. 4. Vit. Eugen.
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ilis and the enemy, in which it was concerted that feh!

cattle fhould be betrayed to Philip. Carmagnola having

prevented the defigtl by hanging the governor, thought
of retaliating by a fimilar conduct. He tampered with

the chief ofTicer of Socinna, that the place might be deli-

vered to him at a certain time agreed upon. The gover-
nor had no fooner touched Carmagnola's money, than he

fent fecret intelligence of the tranfacHon to Philip, who

gave immediate orders to Sforza to march with all poflible

fecrecy to Socinna, to feize on all the pafTes, and lay a flrong
ambufcade for the Venetians. The troops were difpatch-
ed to take pofTeiTion of the place on the day appointed,

Carmagnola remaining with the army at fome little di-

itance : they no fooner entered the town than they were
furrounded by a body of Milanefe, which had been ad-

mitted and concealed ; Sforza at the fame time attacking
the main army under Carmagnola fo fuddenly, and with

fo much vigour, that he quickly defeated it, the general
with difliculty making his efcape

r
. Thus Carmagnola

was taken in his own fnare, with the lofs of a thoufand

horfe, and the precipitate diforderly retreat of his whole

army. To add to his mortification, he was upbraided by
the governor as a (hallow fuperficial plotter, a pretender
to ikill in the human heart, the bafenefs of which he efti-

mated by the corruption of his own ; falfely imagining
that the love of money was the firft principle and fpring
of human actions 3

. The Venetians foon after received

another defeat in the Cremonefe, where they loitered about

in a diforderly and irregular manner, without discipline
or conduct:.

In the mean time the Florentines were hard pufhed by
Picinino : after this general had laid wafte Volterra he
marched into the territories of Arezzo, where he very
nearly furprifed the city. He battered forts, towns, and

cities, many of which he took by force, fome by ftrata-

gem, while others voluntarily fubmitted.

The Venetians, not difpirited by their lolTes, levied re-

cruits with all poflible difpatch, formed magazines, forced
arms, and fitted out a fquadron, which they fent up the
river with ten thoufand men as far as Cremona. Ni-
cholao Trevifano was made admiral, and the command
of each fhip given to a Venetian of birth. This fleet was
furniihed with a prodigious number of warlike engines:
it was likeuife to be affifted in its operations by Carmag-

r Sabel. lib. ii. dec. iii. .
8 Blond, lib. viii. dec. iii.
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nob, who lay encamped near Cremona with twenty-four
thoufand horfe and foot. Philip made preparations to op-

pofe fo formidable an armament, though he was ftill in-

ferior in number of (hips, a difference more than com-

penfated by the abilities of the admiral, and courage of

the mariners and foldiers. The famous Giovanni Gri-

maldi, a Genoefe, the greateft fea-officer of his time,

commanded : he had chofen the belt pilots, the bell

archers, and engineers that either Philip or Genoa could

furnifh. Picinino's return from Tufcany had likewife

greatly augmented the army ; fo that upon the whole Gri-

maldi, Sforza, and Picinino were a very equal match for

Carmagnola and Trevifano. Much depended on the fate

of a battle ; the hopes and fears of both parties were pro-

portioned to the confequences of a defeat or victory.

Sforza and Picinino to their ftrength joined every thing
which the policy and art of war could fugged : they made

frequent attacks upon Carmagnola's trenches, as if they

defpifed his army and the fleet that was advancing. The
nearer Trevifano with the fquadron approached, the more

frequent and fierce were their aflaults, at the fame time

that they confulted with Grimaldi in what manner the

Venetian fleet could be moil advantageoufly attacked.

Grimaldi propofed, that Picinino with all the men at arms

fhould be embarked ; that Sforza mould at the fame time

make a feint attack upon Carmagnola's trenches, to pre-
vent difcovery of his weaknefs by the detachment under Pi-

cinino ;
and that the garrifon of Cremona fhould aflifl by

a vigorous fally,
while he fell down with the ftream to

give battle to Trevifano 1
. The Venetians, defiring no- A battle*

thing more than an engagement, rowed with all the force

they could to meet the enemy ; but as they approached
Picinino, who advanced before the fleet with fix gallies,

they difcovered the enemy's intention : finding they had

to fight a land army as well as a fleet, they fent repeated
accounts to Carmagnola of their fituation ; but he return-

ed an anfwer reflecting on the courage of the admiral.

The engagement in the mean while began, which both

fides fultained with great conduct and valour. Towards
fun-fet Picinino grappled with four Venetian gallies, who
defended themfelves with courage, but unequal ftrength
or fuccefs ; for they were taken after an obftinate refift-

ance : this lofs induced Trevifano to retreat and fall back The Vene-

to the harbour from whence he had weighed anchor. tians r&m

treat*

* Blond, ibid. Sabell. ibid, apud Sabell,

Grimaldi
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Grimaldi purfued, and next day renewing the engage-
ment, the Venetians, after an obftinate conflict, were de-

feated, not above five gallies having efcaped being either

taken, funk, or deftroyed. Two thoufand men were

flain, and about fix thoufand made prifoners, in which
number were included thirteen fenators. Prodigious booty
fell into the enemy's hands, and the victory was in all re-

flects complete and decifive.

This misfortune was attended with the revolt or defer-

tion of Palavicini, and difmiflion of Carmagnola from his

office : indeed, he was fo chagrined at this laft accident,
that he would voluntarily have refigned the command ;

but the Venetians were fo far from being daunted by the

unfortunate defeat, that they refolved to carry war into

the bowels of the Genoefe territories, as Philip's fleet was
commanded by an admiral of that country, and chiefly
manned by Genoefe. A fquadron of eighteen gallies was

immediately equipt for this purpofe, completely manned,

Loretano
armcc^> anc* victualled. Pietrd Loretano, a man of ex-

admiral. perience and conduct, was appointed to command the ex-

pedition, and every precaution taken that could render his

fuccefs probable". He foon arrived at Leghorn, where
he was joined by five Florentine gallies : there too he ac-

cepted of the offered fervices of Adorini and Fiefci, two
noblemen of Genoa, who for fome time had lived in ba-

nishment, and whofe powerful influence and connexions
it was thought might induce the Genoefe to attempt the

recovery of their liberty : but fuch conjectures proved
delufive ; the Genoefe had prepared for their defence a

flrong fleet of twenty-four gallies, commanded by Francis

Spinola, a man equally diftinguimed by the nobility of his

TheGeno- birth, and his peribnal bravery
x

. The Venetian fleet had
tft prepare approached within ten miles of Genoa before intelligence
to fight was received at Genoa : the news no fooner arrived than
oretano.

gpjno ia foiled m fucft na fte to meet Loretano, that fome
of his {hips could fcarce overtake him before battle was

joined. About day-break the fleets defcried each other,
and orders were given on both fides to prepare for an en-

gagement. Spinola encouraged his men by reminding
them of their late fuccefs, of their fuperiority, and of the

dejection of the enemy. On the contrary, Loretano ex-
horted his fleet to wipe off the difgrace incurred by the

lofs under Trevifano: the enemy, he faid, was by no
means contemptible, and to conquer would require an ex-

.Blond, et Montan. x Sabel. lib. viii. dec. iii.

ertion
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ertion of their courage; but then the honour of victory
was proportionable, and they could have no hopes in flight

from a fleet fuperior and lighter. Spinola having the ad-

vantage of the wind, ordered his fleet to bear down on the

enemy, which circumftance Loretano obferving, thought
it advifable to decline battle, until the curvature of the

coaft (hould give him the weather-gage. The Genoefe
admiral attributing his retreat to fear, gave chace, and was

juft a-ftern when Loretano put the helm round, engaged
with great intrepidity, and was bravely received by Spi- Loretano

nola. After an obftinate conflict, the Venetians having gains a

grappled with eight Genoefe gallies, took them, together complete

with the admiral, whofe fate produced a decifive victory,
'vl^orJ*

the particulars of which are not fpecified by hiftorians.

During thefe tranfactions by fea, the war went brifkly y/ar in

on in Lombardy. Philip, elated by his fuccefs on the Lombardy*

Po, came to Cremona to compliment his generals and the

army upon their conduct. The Venetians were encamped
at Suma, where he refolved to attack them if they could

be brought to an engagement, which lie apprehended
would be difficult : but in this he was miftaken ; they
were impatient for an opportunity of wiping off their late

difgrace. The Venetian general ordered his army to be

drawn up in battalia, firmly expecting the enemy's attack,
which foon began with great vigour : they fought for the

whole day, every divifion in both armies, horfe and foot,

having a (hare in the engagement. Both fides, however,

being tired out before either thought fit to yield the vic-

tory, a mutual retreat was founded, after incredible

flaughter, in which the lofs was very equal. Sabellicus

fays, that Carmagnola commanded the Venetians in this

engagement, though he is filent concerning the occafion

of his being reinftated; but he would feem right from the

following incident, which became an article of that ge-
neral's impeachment. A few days after this laft battle

a fcheme for furprifing Cremona was propofed by the brave

Cavalcobovis, a Venetian officer : it was fo well concerted,
and his afiurance of fuccefs fo ftrong, that Carmagnola
could not refufe complying with his earneftnefs to make
the experiment. In the middle of October this gentle-
man fet out about midnight from the camp with a body
of troops, concealing himfelf among the fedges and rufhes

which furrounded the moat at the foot of the walls. As
foon as day-light appeared, and that the centincls went
off guard, he applied fcaling-ladders to the ramparts,
which his troops mounted unobferved : another corps, that

Mod. Vol. XXIV, D had
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had feafonably arrived to his fupport, followed, leaving a

itrong guard on the ladders, in order that Carmagnola

might fend farther reinforcements. He then marched into

the city, feized upon fevernl guards, repulfed the inhabi-

tants who afTembled to oppoie him, and took pofleflion of

the neareft gate : here he maintained his ground for eight

hours, in fpite of all the efforts of a numerous garrifon,
who attacked him from every quarter. He fent repeated

mefTcngers to Carmagnola to acquaint him with his fuc-

cefs, and to requeit that he would enter with the army at

the gate he kept open for him ; but Carmagnola, pretend-

ing his apprehenfions of fome treachery, hefitated fo long,
that Cavalcobovis, unable longer to fuftain the enemy,
abandoned the city

y . This transaction clearly proves that

Carmagnola commanded after the defeat on the Po, which

happened three months before the attempt on Cremona.
As it afterwards formed the chief article of his impeach-
ment, it leaves no room for doubt concerning the name
of the Venetian general, when this projeel of Cavalcobo-

vis was put in execution.

Plefca and In the mean time Fiefca and Adorini, who had been
Adorini left at Reca, when Loretano departed from thence, were
tnurdered.

treacheroufly flain in their way from Pifa to Florence.

They were fuddenly attacked by one Buftettio of Pavia,
at the head of a troop of ruffians. Their defence was

brave, and worthy of their birth and reputation j for after

great daughter made among the aflaffins, and feveral

wounds received, they at length dropt down dead with

fatigue and lofs of blood. This Buffettio was fuppofed
to have been employed by Philip, for no perfonal animo-

i:ty had fubiifred between him and thofe unfortunate no-

blemen 2
.

About this time, and foon after the defeat of the Ge-
noefe by Loretano, Bernardo Adorini, brother to Ado-

rini, who was afiaflinated, had caufed all the coaft of

Genoa to revolt. He made incurfions all over the coun-

try with three hundred horfe given him by the marquis
of Mpntferrat ; but was in the end defeated by Picinino,
and the country reduced to its former obedience a

. Ilif-

torians relate barbarous inflances of Picinino's cruelty up-
on this occafion : inflances which (lain the great reputa-
tion he defervedly acquired by his extraordinary military
atchievements. Befides the numbers he had flain in two

y Sabel. lib. viii. dec. in. Blond. Flav. lib. viii. dec. III.

* Pafius apud Sabel. ibid. a Montan, Com. lib. iv, p. n6.
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battles, fome hundreds of prifoners were put to death by
a ihocking variety of tortures. Having thus glutted his

inhumanity with blood, he had recourfe to other methods
of gratifying the natural cruelty of his difpofition : he ex-

pofed to fale all the children, women, and priefts, that

fell into his hands, the foldiers having firft indulged
. themfelves in acts the mod lafcivious, wanton, and bar-

barous b
.

But to return to the affairs of Chios : the intended ar-

mament, confuting of fourteen gallies, ten (hips of bur-

then, together with a great number of fmall veflels, being
now in readinefs, the command was given to Andrea Mo-
cenigo. He failed for the iiland, and immediately on his

arrival inverted the chief city by fea and land. This place,
likewife called Chios, was ftrong by nature and art: the

fortifications, for thofe times, were not only regular, but
the garrifon was numerous, with plenty of (lores of every
kind; infomuch that, after Mocenigo had battered the The at-

walls with all manner of engines then known for the fpace
terf3

i4 uPon

of two months, little or no impreflion was made. Upon
Lhlos faiis*

news of great preparations making at Genoa for the relief

of the city, he thought it advifeable to raife the fiege^
without hazarding farther lofles. Before he embarked,
he laid wafte the whole ifland, deftroying the corn-fields,
and tearing up the vines : unable to perform actions

worthy of a great commander, he diilinguifhed himfelf by
thofe becoming the character of a favage and barbarian.

In the following fpring Pictro Spinola was detached A.D.i4s?#
thither by the Genoefe with a fleet of fourteen gallies :

hearing of this armament, the Venetians reinforced Lore-

tano, and gave orders Uriel Iy to watch the motions of the

enemy. Lcretano failed from Corfu, and arrived at Leg-
horn a few days after the departure of the Genoefe fleet.

By their coalting along Sicily he miffed them; fo that 7heGe»

Spinola arrived at Corfu a fhort time after the Venetian no/fe ar~

admiral quitted the ifland. The inhabitants were thrown rivi
\

at

into the utmoft confternation at fight of the enemy, as
C

their new fortifications, raifed by the advice of Lor-etano*
were incomplete, and the ifland in other refpedts but in-

differently prepared for defence. Immediate intelligence
of the deftination of the Genoefe was fent to Loretano by
the fenate : he therefore dilpatched fix of his beft gallieSr

double-manned, which, being joined by four more ap-

pointed by the fenate, fleered directly to Corfu.

b Blond.

D 2 Picininoj
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Picinino, in the mean time, having laid wade the

whole marquifate of Montferrat, returned to the Cre-

monefe, where he foon retook Torcello and Bordellan,

both well garrifoned, and within a (hort diilance of the

Venetian army. Every one was amazed at the conduct

of Carmagnola •,
his floth and fecurity, while the enemy

were employed in facking, burning, and feizing on the

dominions of the republic, excited fufpicions of his fide-

lity.
Some were or opinion that his reputation ought to

(land unimpeached till proofs of his treachery appeared ;

others again thought, and among thefe were the pro-
curators of St, - Mark's, that he fhould be taken into cuf-

tody, and compelled either to clear his honour, or re-

ceive the juft puniihment of his perfidy : but all were ig-

norant that a decree of the fenate had pafTed againft him
from the time of his defeat on the Po ; fo fecret are all

the tranfactions of that auguft body. Carmagnola him-

felf, though he had refided for fome weeks in Venice,
and had numerous connections among the fenators, was
fo far from fufpecting any defigns againft him, that he

paid his compliments to the doge the very day he was
taken into cuftody. When he returned to Venice from
the army, he was met as he came out of his gondola by a

great number of fenators, who conducted him to the

prince's palace, where he was received with the fame re-

flect as if nothing againft him had been determined.

Before the decree was made public he was taken into cuf-

tody, and then the fenate's reafons were fignified to the

people ; after which preamble, he was put to the torture,

convicted of a treafonable correfpondence by his own let-

ters and hand-writing, which he could not deny, behead-

ed, and his effects were confiscated to the public treafure b
.

Thus ended the life of Carmagnola ; glorious in its firft

career under Philip of Milan, but contaminated in the

end by pride, avarice, and corruption. With a magnani-
mity becoming a hero he had a meannefs unworthy of
a man ; his conduct plainly evinced, that when corrup-
tion once feizes the human heart, like a rank poifon,
it inftantly deftroys every principle of honour, honefty,
and virtue. Before his imprifonment the prince of Man-
tua, with Cornaro Dandolo, as proveditor, had fecret

orders to repair to the army, to take upon him the
command c

.

k Sabel. ibid. Araelot, ibid, c Blond, lib. ix. dec. Hi.

Picinino
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Picinino, elated with his late fuccefs, clofely purfued Pic'mino'
,

t

the courfe of victory ; a wound he received at the fiege/*"*/f
of Pontoglio fiift put a flop to his career; he was fo dan--^£"

/

^
geroufly ill that his life was defpaired of, by which means

Philip was for a time deprived of one of his beft and moll

a&ive officers. Henceforward his affairs began to de-

cline : Tolletino, who had entered into the pope's fervice

after deferring Philip, was now difmifTed by his holinefs,

and retained in the Florentine pay. He began his fervices

by fierce incurfions into the territory of Sienna, with

great violence laying wade all the fea-coalb of the enemy
or their allies. After joining Attendulo, who was aflb-

ciated with him in the command, he attacked fome towns

belonging to the Siennois, and, after reducing them, re-

took all the enemy's conquefts in the Pifan territories.

Soon after he attacked Philip's army, commanded by
Bernardino Ubaldino, defeated and took the general pri-

fbner, with near three thoufand inferior officers and pri-

vate men d
.

At this time Sigifmund, fon to Charles of Bohemia and Sigifmund

Hungary came with an army to Italy, in confequence of comes imtk

a treaty with Philip. He firft marched to Milan, where an arm>

he was crowned, then he led his army towards Lucca, as
tn °

-*'*

had been concerted betwixt him and Philip. Tolletino

having intelligence of his defign marched towards Lucca,
to prevent his feizing upon the Venetian forts round the

country. As both the armies lay encamped at fome di-

ftance from the city, Tolletino's camp was furprifed in

the night by a ftrong body detached by Sigifmund, and

fupported by a vigorous aflault upon another quarter from
the city ; but, after a bloody difpute, the enemy were

repulfed with great flaughter
c

. Some of the Hungarian*
penetrated as far as Attendulo's tent, who, we are told,

was attacked by a trooper of enormous ftaturc. The Hun-
garian (truck him a blow on the head that muft infallibly
have ended His life, had not the goodnefs of his helmet re-

filled ; but Attendulo foon recovering himfelf, made a

thruft, which pierced the heart of the foldier and ended
the difpute

f
. Sigifmund undertook no other exploits

againft Tolletino; for, retiring to Sienna, he entered

into fome controverfies with the pope, which employed
the remainder of the feafon in negociations. After thefe

a Sabell. lib. in. dec. Hi. Montan. 13*.
*
Barrc Hi ft.

Allem. V
? torn. viii. p. 226, f Sabe). ibid.
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v ere amicably terminated he went to Rome, and there

was crowned emperor-
In Lombanty the Venetians had dill better fuccefs,

SanehioVenieri and Cornaro having recovered Bordellana,

Ruminenga, FontanelJes and Socinna ; after which ex~

ploits both fides began to talk of peace. The Venetians,
at the requeft of the marquis of Montfenat, fent com-
miifioncrs to Ferrara to treat of the conditions, and re-

ceive propofals from the enemy : here two deputies from

Florence and Milan arrived. During the congrefs the

proved itori Venieri and Cornaro were pufhing their con-

quefls
g

: they palled the mountains, and redueed the val-

ley of Camona and Valtellina. Then attempting to lay
a bridge over the Adda, they were frustrated in the de-

fign by the obftinate refinance of the enemy : Cornaro,

however, kept poffeffion of part of Valtellina, and, with

a body of three thoufand horfe, repulfed Picinino, called

in by the Gibelline faction. But that fubtle general
effected by cunning what he could not compafs by force.

The day after his defeat he returned to the charge, as i£

he intended to renew the engagement: fkirmifhingbrifkly
with Cornaro' s troops, he began to give ground, as if un-

able to fuftain the power of the enemy, and maintained a

running fight until he had drawn them into a ftrong am-
bufcade. Here the Venetians, attacked on every fide,

were put to flight, about three hundred being made pri-

foners, and among thefe Cornaro, with fevcral other offi-

cers of diftinclion. Caffel Major was likewife recovered

by fome of Philip's officers, which event was followed by
the reduction of Brixelles h

.

The winter now approaching, both armies retired into

quarters, and peace was more ferioufly treated of than

before : at laft it was concluded towards the following

fpring, on thefe conditions, that Philip fhould rcflore all

the towns and fortified places taken in Brefcia and the

Bergamefe; that he fhould make reftitution to the Flo-

rentines of all he had taken in the Pifan and Volaterran

territories; that he fhould exert his influence to oblige
the Siennois to reftore to Florence whatever they had feiz-

cd from the republic ; that he fhould furrender the ftate

cjf Montferrat to the marquis, making good the damage
fuftained by that prince from the detention of his domi-
nions \ that be fhould grant a full pardon to Vermio and

t Blond, lib. i* dec. iii. h Sabel. hb. iii. dec. iii.

others
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ethers who had carried arms in the Venetian fervice.

The article mod difputed was the town of Pontremola,
which at length was ceded to Philip, on condition that

all the plunder taken from the Florentine inhabitants

fhould be reftored. Before the peace was ratified by the

fenate, an embaffy was difpatched to demand Cornaro,
who had not returned with the other prisoners, with or-

ders to break off all that had been agreed upon if Philip
fhould refufe his releafe. Upon their arrival they open-
ed their instructions, and had an audience of the duke,
who gravely told them, he was forry for the refolution of

the fenate, fince it was not poflible for him to comply
with their requeft. The ambaffadors were proceeding to Comoro

extremities, when he told them at length, that the body ^
es ln tru

of Cornaro they might take back, but the foul, all that ' 9n%

was valuable, had taken its flight two days before. It was
indeed true, that Cornaro died of grief at his difgrace in

being made a prifoner. His bravery, his noble fpirit, and

generoiity, had acquired him the efteem of Philip, by
whom he was no Iefs lamented than by his own country-
men. The ambaffadors returning with the melancholy
news, the peace was ratified, and the mutual articles

were performed with all convenient expedition '.

It is remarkable, that in every treaty between the Vene*
tians and Philip, though each party was heartily tired of

war and defirous of peace, yet Something always occurred

to prevent its being folid and durable. One time an ar*

tide was granted unwillingly, and foon became a caufe

of contention : another, a peace was made only to enable

the parties to refume the war with frefh vigour ; in the

prefent cafe fome differences between Philip and the pope
arofe immediately after the congrefs at Ferrara, difturbed

the public tranquillity, and even prevented the effects of

that treaty. The Venetians could not be idle fpectators
while their countryman was molefted in his pontifical dig-

nity. As Eugenius had, ever fince his promotion, ftrongly

fupported them againfh Philip, gratitude obliged them
now not to be indifferent to his interefts. Philip had ne*
ver acknowleged his authority; and now that he found
himfelf difengaged from war, he could better purfue his

diflike to the pope, which he did with great animofity and
rancour k

.

While the war raged between the pope and Vifcorjt'i
in which the Venetians acted only as auxiliaries, Carrario,

*
S^bel. lib. ill- dec* ill-

k Hift. des Papes, torn, iv.

P 4 who
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who had been abfent when his father was put to death at

Venice, and ever (ince lived in Germany, was foli-

cited to return to Italy by Philip, who thought by hi*

means to ilir up the Paduans againll the republic. After

an exile of thirty years lie came back to his native country,
where he remained for fome months concealed, endeavour-

ing to prevail upon the Paduans to throw off the Vene-

tian yoke, and receive him as their lawful prince His

promifes were fo liberal, and the expectations fo great which

he had raifed in many, that his refloration was eagerly
defired. The inhabitants of Veiona and Vicenza were

particularly difpofed to favour him, and juft ready to de-«

clare themfelves, when the fenate receiving intelligence
of the defign, gave orders he might be feized j according-

ly Carrario, in the habit of a German merchant, and fe-

veral of his friends and accomplices were brought to Ve^

nice, convicted, and put to death ',

A D. 14.33. This year it was that the Genoefe refolved to throw off

the dominion of Philip, who had governed them with a

Spinola defpotic fway for a great number of years, without the

h iT
a

* e regard or tendernefs for their ancient cuftoms and li-

berty. Spinola, who had been prifoner in Venice fince

the action with Loretano, was the great fomentor of this

revolt : he had contracted ftricl: intimacies and warm

friendfhips with feveral noble Venetians during his con-

finement ; by them he was often exhorted and excited to

encourage his countrymen to recover the liberty they had
as foolilbly as bafely furrendered. They reminded him of

the former fplendor of the city before it was enflaved and

fubjetted to the caprice and will of a tyrant : they obferv-

ed how mean and pitiful it was to give up the freedom

which their anceftors had fo bravely afferted at the hazard

of their lives : how unbecoming that a city, herfelf the

miftrefs of many other cities and large dominions, ihould

be the Have, the varlal of a petty prince, inferior in power
and glory to herfelf. In ihort, they gave him room to

hppe for ftrong fupplies of men, money, and provisions,
if he could perfuade his countrymen to follow what their

own interefts, honour, and inclinations ftrongly dictated.

They allured him, that both they and the Florentines

were ready to hazard their own liberty to recover the free-

dom of Genoa, not only from the jull refentment they
bore to Philip, but from the natural regard that both

flates muit have for a fitter republic. Animated by thefc

1 Sabell. lib. iii. dec. iii.

remoni
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remonflrances, Spinola returned to Genoa, and imme-
}{ereturna

diately fet every engine at work to effect a revolution ; t0 ctuca.

his fuccefs in inflaming the common people was fo great,
that nothing lefs than the influence of Sigifmund could

prevail with them longer to fuport the Milanefe yoke, al-

though perhaps to throw themfelves into the power of an-

other mailer lefs powerful, but equallyproud and haughty;
but the politic Sigifmund forefaw that any revolution

upon this occafion, while his hands were fully employed
otherways, would be a total exclufion of his imperial do-
minion ; he therefore exerted himfelf fo heartily in be-

half of Vifconti, that the tumults excited by Spinola were
for the time appeafed, and all thoughts of a revolution

deferred to a more convenient opportunity
m
.

In the war between pope Eugenius and Vifconti, Sforza

commanded the troops of the holy fee and the Venetian
auxiliaries. Difputes arofe between him and the repub-
lic refpec~Hng his pay : Cofmo de Medicis came purpofely
from Florence to Venice in order to reconcile the parties ;

but his mediation proving abortive, Sforza made up his

quarrel with Philip and returned to his fervice. Both the

Venetians and Picinino were offended at this treaty ; the

latter was particularly enraged, and every where ex-

claimed againft the ingratitude of Philip, as if a friend-

fhip for Sforza was an injury done to himfelf: but as if

his refentment to Philip had excited him to a more earned

difcharge of his duty, he attacked Oftafio Polentano,

prince of Ravenna, with fo much vigour and fuccefs, that

he was at lafl compelled to forfake the Venetian alliance

and embrace the party of Philip. He afterwards took

Imola and Bologna from the pope, and in every refpec~fc

performed greater fervices to the caufe of Vifconti than

he had ever done before this quarrel. It would be diffi-

cult to determine whether Picinino's conduct was actuated

by a rivalfhip of Sforza, by more generous motives, or

by found policy and his endeavours to fhew Philip the

importance of his friendfliip, and force of his merit.

All we know is, that he rendered Vifconti fignal fervices,

and did the pope, Venetians, and their allies irreparable

damage
n
.

Mellato, who commanded the Venetian army in the MelUta

mean time, was not idle : after he had recovered all the cor*mandt
the Vene-

m Barra Hift. Allemagne, vol. viii. Sabell. lib. iii. dec. in.
tlans'

Blond, lib. ix. dec. iii.
n

Palf, apud Sabel. Mont. Comment.
|ib. iv.

places
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places taken in the Bergamefe by Picinino in the laft cam*

paign, he entered the Cremoncfe, and every where car-

ried with him terror and defolation. Picinino, hearing
of Mellato's progrefs, recalled all his detachments, march-

ed into the Cfemonefe, and encamped between the Po
and the city of Cremona. Palling the river, he befieged
Calfel Major, an enterprize which he knew would divert

Mellato from his other defigns. The event anfwered his

conjecture ; for Mellato having (Irongly garrifoned all the

places he poflefTed in the Cremonefe, marched to Caifel

Major, and found means to throw in a reinforcement.

Having fully fupplied Socinna, a ftrong place of equal

confequence, and placed centinels and corps de guard
along the river, he encamped at Bina, twelve miles from

Caffei, his army not being ftrong enough to raife the (lege

by a battle. Picinino, taking advantage of his fuperior

force, which confided of twenty thoufand fine troops,
almoft double the number of Mellato's army, profecuted
the liege with unwearied diligence, and great vigour °.

For nineteen days fucceflively did he batter the walls, al-

moft without intermiffion, or any great fuccefs. The fe-»

nate entertained hopes that he might at length be forced

to abandon the fiege, both from the ftrength of the -place
and the obftinacy of the garriibn ; but their expectations
were foon difappointed by the fudden fall of a ftrong
tower, fuppofed to have been undermined by the trea-

chery of fome of the garrifon, corrupted by Picinino.

So alarmed were the befieged by this accident, that they

hung out a flag of truce, and offered to capitulate upon
reafonable and moderate terms. Their propofals were

equivocally anfwered, a circumftance which more ftrongly
confirmed the governor in his fufpicions. Mean time Pi-
cinino was {Scheming the deftruction of the Venetian

army; he delayed the capitulation until the iffue of an
ambufcade laid for Mellato mould appear ; but the plot

being difcovered, a capitulation was figned, and the gar-
rifon permitted to march out with the honours of war,
their arms and ammunition.

After Gonzaga had refigned the command of the Ve-
netian army, a report was propagated of his intention to

enter into treaty with Philip \ upon this the Venetian fe-

nate fent ambaffauors to him to difluade him from a de-

fign fo injurious to the republic. Notwithftanding he had

refigned his poft of general, yet a confiderable body of
the Mantuan horfe acted under Meilatp ; and though

9 Blond, lib. ix. def . in.

Gon-
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("lonzaga generally refided at Mantua, he often made
excurfions upon occafions of confequence to the array,
to aflfift Mellato with his advice and counfel. The
ambafladors finding him at Mantua, received the

ftrongeil afturanccs of his intention to preferve the

friendship of the Venetians inviolably, with which an-

fwer they returned fully fatisfied. All this time Gon- GonxagtTt

zaga maintained a fecret correfpondence with Picini- treachery.

no, in which he agreed to afliit the plan ke had laid

down for the ruin of Mellato, by withdrawing his forces

and joining Picinino, as foon as he began the propofed
attack. For this purpofe he came to the Venetian camp,
and ftrongly advifed Mellato to quit his prefent fituation,

and march into the enemy's country. He had fo far

gained upon the provedatori, by the fpecioufnefs of his

manners, and the force of his arguments, that they con-

curred with his opinion. Picinino arrived, by a fecret

march, upon the banks of the Oglio, and encamped at a

fprd about four miles diftant from Mellato's camp, where

he difpofed every thing for an attack. The Venetian ge-
neral fuipecting thofe motions were only a feint to cover

fome other defign, kept clofe within his entrenchments,
and took every necefiary precaution. The frequent mo-
tions of the enemy {till more confirmed him in his opinion,
that Picinino had fome other defign than to attack a camp
ftrongly fortified by nature and art. At lair, the courier

between the treacherous Gonzaga and Picinino was taken,
and the whole defign difclofed to Mellato, who, thinking
it belt to avoid coming to an explanation at that time,
took his meafures for deceiving Gonzaga in his turn. For
this purpofe he detached trie Mantuan horfe, under Gio-
vanni Tolentino, with orders to crofs the river fome miles

above the enemy's camp, and to attack them in the rear,

upon a fignal given that the armies were engaged. Hav-

ing thus difengaged himfelf from the Mantuans, he gave
orders for the army to decamp with the utmoft lilence in

the middle of the night, and marched with fuch expedi-
tion that by break of day he was twelve miles diftant be-

fore the enemy were apprized of his motions. In this man-
ner did he proceed unmolefted to Bagnolo, where he en-

camped and fortified himfelf in a fituation almoft inaccef-

fible p . Gonzaga's fchemes being known at Venice, the

fenate refolved to punifh his perfidy. With this intention

a prodigious fleet, confiding of lixty-five gallies, eight

galliots,
and a number of fmall veffels, was equipped

p Blond, lib. ix. dec iii.

with
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Afieet with all poflible difpatch, and the command given to Pie*

cquippti tro Loretano, the old and faithful favourite of the repub-
*%**nfl jj c# pje had orders to fail up the Po, and defolate the
Ganzaga. enemv '

s country.

Picinino, in the mean time, was concerting meafures

with Gonzaga and Vermio for (hutting up the lake Be-

nacus and river Mincia, the only pafTes by which Mellato

could fupply his army with forage and provifions. Di-

viding his army into four columns, Gonzaga and Vermio,
with two feparate corps, entered the Veronefe ; and hav-

ing, by the force of money, made themfelves mailers of

Valeza, they foon over-run all the country lying between

the rivers Adice and Mincia. Here it was that Giovanni

Melavotte, going from Brefcia to Verona, with three

hundred horfe, fell into their hands, after a brave refin-

ance. They foon afterwards fubdued the inhabitants

of the lake Benacus ; and Gonzaga reduced Pel-

cara, fituated at the rife of the Mincia, and Leonata,

upon the Brefcian mountains 5 forts which had for-

merly belonged to him, but were now garrifoned by
Venetians. Mellato, having received reinforcements

from Brefcia, volunteers raifed by Barbaro, and multi-

tudes of mountaineers, his army was augmented to the

number of twenty thoufand ftrong ; but rinding that Pi-

cinino, by Gonzaga's junction, was (till fuperior, and

fufpefting the fidelity of feveral of his own officers, he
waved his intention, and cantoned the army in the neigh-
bouring towns and fortrefles. Picinino, being thus fet

at liberty to act as he pleafed, led his army to befiege
Sales, which, after fome time, he was forced to relin-

quifh, on account of the brave and obftinate defence of
the garrifon *. He afterwards drew near Feliciana and

Manubia, by the terror of his arms, compelling the For-
lani and the inhabitants of Monteclao to embrace the

caufe of Vifconti. Hence he marched to Pontoglio,
which, with feveral other towns, he reduced before the
end of the campaign.

A-I>. 1454. Philip's arms were no lefs fuccefsful in another quarter.
In the valley of Camona he carried all before him, An-
tonio Bechari, his general on that fide, having by force or

perfuafion, reduced all the inhabitants to his obedience ;

however, he did not long retain his conquefts; for the

diligent and faithful Barbaro of Brefcia raifed great bodies

of mountaineers, whom he fent under the conduct of

* Mont. Corn, lib.iy. PalT, ap^tf Sabe]. lit), iii. dec. iii. Blond.
lib* ix. dec. ii.

Leonardo
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Leonarda Martinenga againft Bechari. Martinenga foon

drove the enemy out of the country with great fiaughter ;

after which he over-run the whole territory, deftroying

every thing with a barbarous fury, and feverely punifh-

ing the cowardice and perfidy of the miferable inhabitants

of the valley.

During thefe exploits Picinino defeated Gritti, who was

clifpatched by Mellato, with a body of three hundred foot

and two hundred horfe, to reinforce Chiava, at that time

befieged by the Milanefe general ; after which exploit, he

inverted Rhoad, but not before he had completed the re-

duction of Chiava. Mellato apprehending the danger of

the town from the weaknefs of the garrifon, detached a

body of troops, all volunteers, from the mountains of

Valhopia and Scrotiona, to raife the fiege, or at leaft to

reinforce the garrifon
r
. An ambufcade was laid for them

by Picinino ; but the Venetian general conducted his af-

fairs fo prudently that the enemy's fcheme was baffled, a

general engagement brought on between both armies, and
the Milanefe general forced to relinquifh his enterprize»
After an obftinate conflict a retreat was founded by mu-
tual confent, and the armies feparated without victory's

declaring for either : Mellato returned to Brefcia, and Pi-

cinino to Coloignes
s
. Barbaro, however, proclaimed all

over Brefcia, that Picinino was broken and repulfed with

great fiaughter, and that the night only had prevented the

total deftruction of his army. Nor was this report con-

fined to Brefcia only ; it diffufed itfeif to Venice, where it

excited fo general a joy, that the people flocked to the

market-place to congratulate each other upon the narrow

efcape of their army, and complete defeat of the enemy.
The city at this time fwarmed with failors, raifed for

manning the fleet intended againft Gonzaga: they fo©n a tumult in

became riotous in their mirth ; they began with pulling (rM;ce.

down flails and (hops, to make fuel for their boneflres.

At laft the tumult became fo great as to require the inter-

vention of the civil magiftrate ; but their authority was
likewife -defpifed. The mob continually increafing, the

whole city was in danger of being plundered and burnt,

through the unruly and unbridled licentioufnefs of the tu-

multuous failors, urhen Loretano interpofed : he was held A AA„r jt-
r i i i i • rr Appeafedbj

in luch great veneration among them that their palhons Loretano.

foon yielded to his remonftrances. The tumult was quell-

« Mont. Com. lib. iv. » Sabel. lib, iii. dec. iii. Blond,

ibid.
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cd, the mob difperfed, and public tranquillity eftablifht

by this admiral, whofe reputation and popularity effect

what the fenate and doge found too difficult for their au-

thority. He had for the (pace of twenty years been the con-

ftant and faithful fervantof the republic : his mildnefs, m<

deity, liberality, and affability, had gained him the genen
efteem. He was not more refpected by the people for

his bravery and generofity, than by the doge and fenate

for the fweetnefs of his manners, and zeal for the public
fervice. Notwithstanding his great age he was now ap-

pointed to conduct one of the moll formidable armaments
ever equipped by the republic, and to execute a commif-
Con of equal delicacy and importance.

Picinino, dining the preparations at Venice, carried all

before him by his vigilance, activity, and the fuperiority
of his army. Marching from Coloignes to Rhoad with all

his forces, he profecuted the fiege fo vigorously that the

garrifon was foon forced to furrender at discretion. He
then reduced Eomedi, Paternia, and PaiTorini. In the

fpace of one week he forced the Monticulans, Julians,

Ornians, and Brienfes, together with the forts of Ilea and

Valhopia to fubmit to Philip. A few days after he pof-
feffed himfelf of all the Brefcian plains, a great part of the

mountains, and the whole territory, the new Orges ex-

cepted. Hi^ defign was to fhut Mellato up in Brefcia,

where, in a little time, for want of provifions, he mult
have been obliged to furrender l

. The Venetian, fufnect-

ing his intention, and aware of the confequer.ee of being

pent up in that corner, left a Strong garrifon in the city,

and, with the refidue of the army, which did not exceed

three thoufand, began his march about the middle of the

night towards Verona. He firlt marched to the banks of

the river Mincia, which he attempted to ford before Va-
lezia; but was difappointed by the depth of the water,
and the opposition from the enemy. He then returned to

Brefcia, and was clofely purfued by Picinino, who might

probably have furrounded the Venetians, had he taken

the precaution of fending a body of troops to intercept
their return, upon the prefumption that they would be
unable to advance. Mellato, finding it would be impof-
fible to fubfift longer in Brefcia, determined to hazard

every thing to avoid furrendering by famine u
. He pro-

V
the jetted the fcheme of leading his troops to Veronay over

Mont. p. z-j.
t Blond, lib. ix. dec. Hi:

Sabel. & Blond, ubi fupra.

Montan. ibid.

mountains,
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mountains, and through forefts which had always been

deemed impaflable. Nothing in hiftory exceeds the diffi-

culty of this march, which was equal to Hannibal's over

the Alps. The army fct out from Brefcia about midnight,

palTed through the vale of Suabia to the mountains, every
ibldier being furniihed with as much provifion as he could

conveniently carry. They continued their march through
rocks, bogs, forefts, and deferts for the whole night and

all the fucceeding day without halting. The inhabitants

of the valley of Suabia, fubjected to the bilhop of Trent,

knowing their mailer's difiike to the Venetians, took arms,
and grievoufly harraifed the rear of the array. The diffi-

culty of the march, exhausted the ftrength of the infantry,
and numbers that loitered behind were knocked on the

head by the Suabians. For the defence of the wearied in-

fantry, Mellato ordered a troop of horfc to bring up the

rear, and often to difmounr, in order to accommodate fol-

diers unable to proceed. He was foremoft in every dan-,

ger, difficulty, and hardship. The troops were animated

by his example, and fo affected with the goodnefs of their

general, that they chearfully performed exploits beyond
their natural ftrength. After having travelled two days,
the army halted to refrelh themfelves on the top of a

mountain ; and as foon as the wearied foldiers had with

food and fleep recruited their exhaufted fpirits, Mellato

gave orders to proceed on their march by break of day.
He knew the neceffity of expedition, as the bifhop of

Trent would not fail to take advantage of their defperate
fituation. On this day's march he was joined by Pario

Lodron, who followed him with a confiderable body of

mountaineers from Brefcia, and had, in fpite of fatigue
and danger, refolved to fhare the fortune of Mellato and

the Venetian army.
In the mean time the bifhop of Trent, having notice q-^ terr^

that Mellato was pairing through his dominions, aflembled ble dijlreft

all the forces he could raife to block up the pafTes, and ofthearmj^

hem him in on every fide. This prelate ordered a ilrong

body of troops to feize upon the declivity of a deep and

ftrong mountain, over which Mellato was obliged to march

by an exceeding narrow, path. Two men could fcarce

pafs a-breaft, and the mountain was almoft perpendicular:
above appeared nothing but (tones and rocks ; nor was
the profpecl: below lefs dreadful ; the lead flip of the foot,

or the flighted accident was fatal. Mellato perceiving
the troops quite diiheartened with the danger, advanced

with a detachment againft the enemy ; he made a fweep
round
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round the hill, and fcrambled up with a fpirit and rei

tiort that amazed his own troops, and confounded the

enemv, who were foon broke and defeated. Having hap-

pily effe&ed this aim, he returned to the army, who im-

patiently waited the event of the expedition. To add to

the mifery of this day's march, every little rivulet was

fwelled with deluges of rain, and rendered fcarce fordable.

Nothing but necelTity and an invincible courage could

have furmounted the numberlefs difficulties that con-

curred : an enemy barbarous to a degree, famine, fatigue,

mountains, rocks, tempeftuous weather, and almoft im-

paffable deferts ; thefe, together with ficknefs which now

prevailed, made up the horrid catalogue. At length, af-

ter three days march, they defcended to the plain, on the

banks of the river Sarca, which runs from the mountains

of Trent to the lake Benacus : here the army was oblig-
ed to ftop, the fords being found too deep for the pafiage
of the infantry. Next morning the oppofite fhore of the

river was covered with Vermio's troops, difpatched by Pi-

cinino along the lake to oppofe the paiTage of the Vene-

tians ; they were likewile purfued and attacked in the

rear by the bifhop of Trent, who by this time had col-

lected an army greatly fuperior to Mellato's. In this ex-

tremity the Venetians were relieved by the courage and

conduct of a fubaltern officer, who propofed that in the

night torches (hould be tied to their lances, and the army
march as if determined to attempt the paffage of the river

lather than perifh in their preient fituation. The enemy,
who defended the pafs by which it was defigned to efcape,
obferved the Venetians make towards the river, and
doubted not but their intention was to open themfelves a

way through it by the fword. Without hefitation they

poured down from the mountains to attack Mellato in the

rear ; but they no foouer moved than Pilofus feized upon
their poll with a fmall party, and made a fignal for the

reft of the forces that he was in pofTeflion. Immediately
a (hout of joy was heard all over the army, and the enemy-
perceiving their miftake endeavoured to regain the pafs;
but they were received by Pilofus with a courage equal to

his conduct, and repulfed with great flaughter. Then
did Mellato purfue his march, eroding the river without

oppofition, by which means the army found themfelves

next day in a plentiful country, after having long fuftain-

ed the extremes of fatigue and hunger in barren moun-
tains. The change was a paradife to them, and Pilofus

regarded as a tutelary angel both by the general and fol-

diers.
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cliers. Mellato was fo ftnCibh of his fervices, that he im-

mediately preferred him to the pofl:
of centurion, and re-

commended him to the fenate as the prefen/er of the Ve-
netian army.

During thefe tranfac~tions in the mountains of Trent, Loretano

Loretano, with the Venetian fleet, entered the Po ; but titers the

found his paftage obftru&ed by Gonzaga, who had caufed i °*

great piles to be driven in the river, upon which he laid

fttong planks, building forts at every twenty paces di-

ftance, and filling up the feces with
ftrorfg iron chain

fuch a manner as made them impafTable
w

. He like wife

fhongly garrifoned Serrnena, a ftrdhg town upon the Po,
and took his meafures fo well as effectually flopped Lore-
tano. This admiral waited for three weeks, every day fn

expectation of the land-forces : at laft, wearied out, he re-

folved to befiege Serrnena, but found the place too well

prepared to entertain hopes of fucceeding without a greater
force of infantry. Chagrined with disappointment Lore-
tano fell fick, and died univerfally, regretted.
While Meilato was eroding the mountains Picinino laid

fiege to New Orges, and carried it, through the treachery
and corruption of Pietro Luca, whom Mellato had dif-

patched with three hundred horfe to reinforce the garri-

lbn, and take upon him the command. After this con-

quelt, he received orders from Philip, though late in the

feafou, to befiege Breicia, which had long been the ob- Picinino

ject of his ambition. Picinino immediately led his arrnv, laysjie^eu

confiding of twenty thoufand fighting men, and a great
^reJc

number of battering pieces, again fi; this
city, and without

delay opened the trenches. Before this fiege few hidori-

ans take notice of cannon ufed by the Italians, though it

is imagined the invention was known to the Venetians at

the time when Chioggia was taken by the Genoefe. Ba-
ronius expreily mentions, that by means of them the fiege
of Venice was railed, and the Genoefe blocked up in

Chioggia. Upon the prefent occahon we are told, that

Picinino had pieces of cannon fent him from Milan, which
carried balls of three hundred weight. His batteries play-
ed fo furioully againfi the tower of Mombellaue, and other

parts of the city, that feveral breaches were made in the

walls, and the garriibn began to talk of capitulation
x

:

however, Barbaro, the governor, and fome of the chief

OiRcers, (till determined to defend it to the Itfft extremity.

By agreement among them it was refolved, that Chritlo-

w Sabel. ibid. x Idem ibid.

Mo d . Vo l . XXI V. E phord

;aa.



5° ¥t:e Hifiory of Venice.

pharc Donato, the chief magiftrate, fhould keep open
table, and generoufly entertain all degrees of men, that

they might the better fupport the fatigues of the fiege,

and more fecurely be fixed in their allegiance to the re-

public : that Barbaro, who was the higheft military magis-

trate, equally zealous for the public good, generous and

brave, mould by the fame means animate and fupport the

garrifon. Barbaro omitted nothing which could prompt
them to their duty •,

he even feigned letters and meflages
of fpeedy fuccour promifed him, by which ftratagem, and

his own example, he fo animated his troops, that there

was not an individual in the garrifon who would not ra-

ther have perimed than fubmit. He made feveral fuccefs-

ful fallies, whereby the enemy were often repulfed with

great {laughter, and their batteries deftroyed. All the

breaches made in the day were repaired at night. Even
the women laboured with indefatigable industry, danger
and the example of Barbaro infpiring them with unufual

magnanimity and courage. At laft difeafe and famine had
well nigh produced what neither the power or fkill of the

enemy could effetl. To obviate this infupportable evil,

proclamation was made for all thofe who were unable or

unwilling to bear arms to retire from the city. In confe-

quence of this intimation, one half of the inhabitants re-

moved, with their wives and families y . The city appear-
ed in a manner defolate ; but the courage of thofe who
remained was unappalled. Although the aiTaults of the

enemy were more frequent, and their hopes augmented
in proportion as the number of the befieged was diminifh-

ed, yet they were always warmly received, and repulfed.
At laft the walls round the tower Mombellane being level-

led to the ground, it was refolved to ftorm the place : Pi-

cinino, at the head of his bed troops, began the aflault,

and continued it for the whole day without intermiflion ;

when, towards the evening, his foldiers, unable longer
to withftand the fury of the befieged, were broken and de-

feated. The attack was renewed for three days fuccef-

fively ; but always unfuccefsfully : the befieged were not
to be overcome either by fatigue, danger, or any kind of

hardship
z
. Picinino, perceiving they were refolved to

hold out to the laft extremity, determined to break up the

Sitge fiege, and fave the remainder of his broken forces. Thus,
raifeJ. after fpinning out the campaign to the middle of the win-

y Blond, lib. ix, dec. iii. » Sabel. lib. iii. dec. iii.

Blond, ibid.
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Tcr, after enduring all the extremities of cold and fatigue,
after the lofs of near three thoufand of his troops, befides

a great number of nobility and gentlemen of the firft rank

in Italy, after having exhaufted his whole (lock of military

(kill, he was compelled to retire from the walls of a

city defended by a handful of brave militia.

During the fiege of Brefcia, Mellato was not idle. As
foon as he had recovered the fatigue of his late march he
entered upon action. His firft care was to try every me-
thod to fuccour Brefcia ; but they all proving fruitlefs, he
reduced Bargo and Corvario : here the brave Pilofus re-

ceived a contufion, of which he died before the arrival of

the phyficians and furgeons fent to his affiftance by the fe-

nate. The grief was general for the lofs of this hero,

though of private rank a
: his body was brought to Ve-

nice, and interred at the public expence. Such were the

many examples of public honours beftowed upon private

fubjects, of valour and merit, by that wife and politic
flate. Upon this occafion too the fenate conferred the

title and authority of general on Mellato, in acknowleg-
ment of his late good conduct, and in reward of his for-

mer exploits ;
nor was Barbaro forgot ; his zeal, fpirit,

and indefatigable indultry met with a recompence and ho-

nours adequate to the high degree of his merit, and the

fenfe the republic had of his unwearied loyalty and fide-

lity
b

. Avogadre, a native of Brefcia, was folici ting the A.D.1435.

fenate for the relief of his brave countrymen, and the
' "

doge earneftly exhorting them to fend immediate fupplies,
when a mefTenger arrived from Barbaro with the joyful in-

telligence that the fiege. was raifed. Neither Foicari, the

fenate, or Avogadre, could credit the merTenger before

they had read Barbaro's difpatches : they were then (truck

with amazement and admiration at the obftinate valour of

the garrilbn. The whole city was in a blaze with bone-

fires, and a joy appeared every where, equal to what might
be expected had Venice been relieved from a fiege. A
reward was fent to every individual in the garrifon ; the

wives of the dead were ordered to be fupported at the pub-
lic charge, and particular honours decreed to Barbaro and
the other officers.

After the difgrace before Brefcia, Picinino befieged and
reduced Lodron, aflembled his troops, and proceeded to

Romana, which he inverted 5 but this place, ftrong by
art and nature, and well provided and garrifoned, baffled

a Montan. Jib. v. b Sabel, lib. iii, dec, iii,

E 2 all
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all his attempts. Finding he could make no impref--

fion, he retired with his troops, into their former winter-

quarters
c
.

During thefe tranfa£Hons, the fenate, by the advice of

Nicholao d'Efte, were taking meafures to regain the

friendfhip of Sforza, whom they now found to be of more

confequence than they imagined
d

. They likewife laboured

with all their might to engage the Florentines in their

quarrel, this republic having, fmce the difmiflion of Sforza,
been entirely neutral and inactive. Sforza was difgufted
with Philip's prevarication about the promife of giving
him his daughter in marriage. That prince had detached

him from the alliance of Venice in fuch a manner, that

he thought no refentment could induce him to enter again
into a fervice in which he had been fo grofsly affronted.

Some farcafms of his rival Picinino added greatly to

Sforza's indignation. The duplicity of Vifconti, and his

animofity to Picinino determined this general to liften to

the Venetians, who were even profufe in their offers of

fervice. Montano tells us, that a penfion of two hundred
A.D. 1436. and twenty thoufand ducats, an incredible fum in thofe

days, was afligned him c
.

The Florentines withftood all the exhortations, remon-

ftrances, and folicitations of the Venetian envoy, until they
had certain aflurance that Sforza was reconciled and en-

gaged. Though they perfectly well knew that if Philip
had once conquered the Venetians, his next attempt would
be againfl themfelves, yet neither this confideration, nor

any other arguments, could roufe or ftimulate them to

their own defence. Whether their conduct proceeded
from fome fecret connivance with Sforza, or arofe from
the confidence they had in his valour, hiftory is filent ;

certain it is that they now firft acceded, to the treaty. The
League be- triple alliance was concluded about the middle of Febru-
tweentke arv : among other articles it was exprefsly ftipulated, that

Fhr
*****' *^c two rePu^ncs hhould immediately remit to Sforza the

Sforza,

*

F^y or
*

three thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe
-,

that

and all the towns, forts, and cities, with their dependencies, con-

d'jEjie. quered in the courfe of the war, mould be given to Sforza,
Cremona alone excepted, which was to revert to the Ve-

netians; that if Cremona only mould be taken, it mould
in this cafe become the property of Sforza, the general and

commander in chief of the combined army ; that any num-
ber of forces he mould think neccfiary, mould be levied at

c Sabel. ibid, ^ Aut. cit. ubi fupra.
e Lib. v. Paflius

?pud Sabel. lib* iii» dec. iii.

the
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the joint expence of both dates ; that Sforza (hould dN

rectly march into Lombardy, to relieve the Venetians,
who were hard prefTed in that quarter : Nicholao

d'Efte was likewife included in this treaty ; and it

was ftipulate to fupport, at the expence of the repub^
lies, Guido Favalino, with fifteen hundred horfe and
three hundred foot, together with hisfon Borfiawith one
thoufand horfe, as auxiliaries, to act by the direction of

Sforza f
.

Philip, finding that he was miftaken in his conjectures

concerning Sforza, left no done unturned to regain his

friendfhip •,
but the other was too far engaged to retract

with honour ; befides, he paid little regard to promifes,
which had already been (o often falfified. At Venice, al-

though this league was eagerly defired, it was fufpected ;

jealoufies were entertained of Sforza's fmcerity : however,
their prefent diftrefs and the event juftified the wifdom of

the fenate's conduct (A).

53

f SabeK ibid. Blond, lib. ix. dec. iii.

(A) While the league was

in agitation, a very extraordi-

nary propofal was made to the

fenate by a native of Candia,
one Sorbolla, of carrying a

fleet over-land to the lake Be-

nac, for the relief of Brefcia,

at that time clofely befieged by
Picinino. Sorbolla was a me-
chanic of a buiy, entcrpi izing,
and projecting difpofition ; but

withal ingenious and fenfible.

The fcheme was firft received

as an impracticable and wild

whim of the imagination, fttg-

gefted by folly and madnefs :

but after the fenate hadperufed
and weighed Sorbolla's memo-

rial, they began to entertain

lbme notion of the propofal,
and a high opinion of the pro-

jector. At length the experi-
ment was refolved upon, and

the conduct of the whole com-
mitted to the artift, who was to

be fupplied with every thing

ncceflary for the execution,

Sorbolla immediately fet
. to

work : he firft had the fleet,

confifting, according to Blon-

dus, of two gallies, three gal-

liots, and twenty-five fmall

vefiels, towed up againft the

ftream of the river A dice to

Verona, and from thence to

Mora. By land the mips were
moved by engines upon rollers

of a fmooth hard wood for the

fpace of fix miles from Mora
to the lake of St; Andrew's.

At length three months after

he left Venice, he arrived at

Torbolles with his fleet, to the

infinite fatigue of himielf, and

amazement of all who beheld

him. Before his arrival the

fiege of Brefcia was railed, and
Sorbolla's expedition was at-

tended with advantage only to

himielf, who was well reward-

ed for his ingenuity.

E3 Picinln,
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VV.D.1437. Picinino, underftanding that the league was formed,
- took every precaution to withftand the powerful army

which he doubted not would be levied by the allies : he

held confutations with Gonzaga concerning the opera-
tions of the enfuing campaign: he thought, if the war
could be transferred into the Paduan or Vincenzan terri-

tories, that it would prove an advantage to Philip, and

greatly diftrefs the enemy. This feemed a plan eafily ex-

ecuted, if a fortrefs or two, in which to form magazines,
could be feized. The whole plan was afterwards found to

be Gonzaga's, who intended nothing more by it than to

remove the feat of war at a diftance from himfelf : he far-

ther propofed, that the fleet upon the Po might be brought
either by land or water to the river Adice, by means of

which he could greatly diftrefs and harrafs the enemy &.

But fecretly as this project was concerted, Mellato ob-
tained fome intelligence of it, which he immediately tranf-

mitted to Venice
•,
his accounts were, however, difregarded.

Thus Gonzaga, having built eight gallies at Hoftilia, fent

them with infinite expence and labour to the river Adice.

Marino Contarini and Lodovico Molino were difpatched

by Mellato with a few fhips, to flop their progrefs, if pof-
fible. Their frrft attempt began at Caftagnaria : here vi-

gorous fkirmifhes daily happened ; but the Venetian forces

being inconfiderable, the enemy at length gained their

Jfea fight, point, and appeared on the Adice. Some days after the
- two fleets came to an engagement, in which neither fide

claimed victory, though the Venetians retired firft, for

which retreat the commanding officers were difgraced
h
.

In confequence of the retreat of the Venetians, Picinino
laid fifge to Lenaga, and reduced the befieged to the ne-

ceflity of capitulating.
In this ftate were affairs when an engagement happened

near the lake Benacus, which terminated more to the ad-

vantage of the Venetians than the laft encounter. Ittaius

lay at Sales with a confiderable body of horfe and foot, and
was oppofed by a corps, greatly inferior to his own, under

Avogadre. They met at Moderna, a town to which It-

talus propofed laying fiege. The battle began with vi-

gour, and was maintained with obftinacy and conduct for

the whole day: neither fide feemed to have any chance
for vidory, until Zeno,the Venetian admiral on the lake,

bringing his fhips as clofe as poffible to the fhore, landed
a body of feamen, who foon turned the fcale in favour of

s Montan. ubi fupra.
h Sabel lib. iii. dec hi.

Avogadre,
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Avogadre. The failors attacked Ittalus in the rear, and %b ?****

fo galled him, that, unable longer to keep the field, he '
.

'V1C~

retreated in diforder, leaving behind a great number of

flain, wounded, and prifoners, to the amount of one thou-

sand five hundred Soldiers. He himfelf efcaped under
favour of a dark night ; but fifty of his chief officers were
taken *.

In the mean time Sforza fet out for the army from La A.D. 1438,

Marca, attended by a numerous retinue of young nobility
—

and gentry. On his arrival at Arimini, the head-quarters
fixed for tbe army, he ordered a general mutter, when the

troops were found complete. He had heard of Picinino
and Gonzaga's intention of removing the war into Padua
and Vincenza, and refolved, if poflible, to anticipate their

project, by pufhing into Lombardy
k

. His firft attempt
was upon Forlimpopoli, which he foon reduced ; thence

marching to Ravenna, news were brought him, that the

enemy had feized upon all the territories of Verona and
Vincenza. The city Verona was clofely befieged, and
the burghers of j?oth capitals had mutinied and expelleo}
the Venetian garrifons : in fhort, without the utmoft ex^

pedition
and good fortune, thofe cities mult have fallen

into the hands of the enemy. The commotions arofe from
the wanton oppreffion of the garrifon, who treated the

inhabitants with unbridled licentiouSneSs and rapacity.
The Paduans were foon perfuaded to pacific meafures upon
the return of their governor; but the Vincenzans were
more obftinate. They faid, that they wanted no foreign
defence ; that their loyalty to the republic, and their own
bravery were Sufficient for the Security of their city, and
to repulfe all the attacks of their enemies. The Venetian
Senate had many proofs of their fidelity and affection,
which were ftronger barriers againft Philip's power than

thoufands of hireling troops. Mellato hearing of the ex-

pulfion of the garrifon, haftened thither ; but finding the

Vincenzans firmly attached to the Venetians, and that only
a noble refentment of the jnfults and wrongs fuftained froni

the troops, occafioned the prefent troubles, he greatly
commended their fpirit and zeal, allured them of the pro-
tection of the republic, and left the inhabitants to defend]
their own city

r
.

The intelligence Sforza had received from Padua and Sforza.

the Veronefe made him change his meaSures : quitting
mar'hes fQ

* Montan. Comrpent. lib. v. Paflius apud Sapel. dec. iii. lib. iii.
J '

*
Sabe}. lib. hi, dec. iii.

J Sabel. lib. iii. dec. iii.

E 4 Ravenna,
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Ravenna, he went to Rancannes, where he obliged Guklq
and Francifco, Picinino's fons, to retire with a large body
of cavalry to Forli. Hence, through the Bolognefe he

pailed to Bodiha, where, (hipping his heavy baggage on
the Po, he proceeded through Ferrara to Adria, and ar-

rived in the Paduan territories, having croffed four great
rivers. His fir ft care was to effect, a junction with the

troops under Mellato, which was happily accomplished

by the good conduct of both generals. Sforza's army
now amounted to fourteen thoufand horfe and eight
thoufand foot, a force fufficient to carry on the war of-

fensively
m

.

During thefe tranfactions in the Paduan and Veronefe,
Brefcia was reduced to great extremities, infomuch that

nothing but the invincible zeal and courage of Barbaro

could maintain the inhabitants in their allegiance. AI-

efBref though Picinino had raifed the fiege in January, yet, dur-

ing the whole winter and fpring, the Brefciam were infefted

by perpetual incurfions of parties : the paffes by which

they could receive provifion and forage were fhut up ;

money was fcarce, as the Venetians hail remitted none
for feveral months, fo exhausted were the finances of the

republic ; and, to crown their mifery, difeafe and famine

prevailed to a great degree. In this fituation Barbaro was

indefatigable, his
fpirit invincible, and his invention inex-

hauftible : he raifed money upon his own credit for the

payment of his troops; laid in great (lore of chefnuts,

roots, and fruits, to
fupply

the want of wheat and corn ;

he deceived his own troops and the enemy by feigned let-

ters and correspondences ; he converfed affably with all

degrees of the inhabitants, and
liberally fpent his fortune

in their fupport ; his houfe was open to relieve the hungry
in every degree; he procured troops of horfe to enter the

City in the night wi$ bags fluffed with hay, to perfuade
the inhabitants into a hope of frefh Supplies, and then
the next day made a distribution of wheat and barley,
which he had referved for his own ufe ; he carried his

patriotic artifice fo far as to have arrows, with fcrolls

of paper, (luck at night in fome of the high towers and"

fteeples, as if they had been fhot by his friends without,
to acquaint him with their intentions of affording him

fpeedy relief.

Ittalus had by this time encamped within a few miles of
the city, with a confiderable body of troops ; and Barbaro,

m Monran. lib. v. Sabel. ibid.

on
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on promife of being powerfully fupported by the moun-

taineers, refolved to diilodge him and fet fire to a part of

the enemy's fleet upon the lake n
: but though the plan for

both was concerted with all the forefight which human

prudence could direcl:, yet the execution failed, through
fome unaccountable circumftancca, and Barbaro was re-

pulfecl with lofs °.

Brefcia was fituated in this manner while Sforza's ap- Sforza

proach obliged the enemy to raife the fiege of Verona and ra'lei ^'e

retire to Savi, a town on the confines of the Veronefe. Jl

f&
e 0/

i'

Sforza then befieged Longina, and after feveral aflaults, reju
*

cet

in which he loft two of his intimate friends, obliged it to Longina*

furrencter. He razed the walls to the ground, but had the

humanity not to put the garrifon to the fword : then draw-

ing up his army, he marched againft the enemy, who were

encamped a few miles diftant \ but they declining battle,

he turned towards Vincenza, and foon recovered all the

towns which had been taken from the republic.

Although the enemy had raifed the fiege of Verona, they
continued to keep it blocked up by entrenchments, which

Sforza, without great danger and imprudence, could not

force. He therefore determined to relieve the city by
palTes over the mountains, an aim which he effected, after

a dangerous and tedious march.

In the mean time both Picinino and Sforza exerted all Parallel

their fkill about Brefcia, the one to diftrefs, and the other between

to relieve Barbaro. The former relied chiefly on his per- and^ici.
feci knowlege of the country, fnares, ambuihes, and in- nin0.

trigues. Sforza's genius and comprehenfion were greatly

fuperior: his fchemes were extenfive, and worthy of a re-

nowned commander
;
but he neglected the minutiae, on

which often depended the fate of the fined laid fchemes
The fenate of Venice was under the utmoft concern about
a city that had fo long and faithfully fuftained all the pref-
fure of extreme mifery : they fent the mod pofitive orders

to Sforza to leave no means untried to relieve the truity
Barbaro and his brave garrifon. At laft this fervice was Picinim

happily effected by the defeat of Picinino, and deftruction <-eJeate>L

of his army. Upon this occafion, Sforza's difpofition was
fo judicious, his choice of the ground fo excellent, and his

courage, throughout the engagement, fo confpicuous,
that the fuccefs could not be attributed to fortune alone :

it was the natural confequence of that aftonifhing display
of the finelt talents and capacity. He was fupported by

n
Ibi<$.

•
Sabel, lib. iii. dec iii.

his
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his army with all the courage he could defire ; and a fort of

rivalfliip feemed to prevail, who Ihould belt execute their

general's commands. Picinino, after his right wing gave

way, made one defperate pufhagainft the Venetian infan-

try on the right, which they were unable to withftand :

they were broken and put in confufion, when Sforza ar-

rived with a frelli corps, who Curtained the enemy while

he was rallying the disordered lines. He then renewed the

attack with fuch impetuofity, as baffled all refiftance,

broke the enemy, and made prodigious daughter, Picinino

efcaping with difficulty in difguife. Sforza imagined he
had been among the prifoners ; but finding that he was

miftaken, he offered a reward of five thoufand crowns to

whoever fhould take him alive p. Near four thoufand
pri-

foners were made, and among them a great number of

nobility and officers of the firft diftinction.

Zeno de- Zeno, with the Venetian fleet on the lake Benacus, was

/tftitd,
lefs fuccefsful : after a variety of flight encounters with the

enemy, he was at laft defeated, made prifoner, and his

whole fleet taken. Sanfeverino commanded the enemy's
fleet, and Ittalus a land army upon the banks of the lake.

The latter made ib good uie of the victory, that he fpon
reduced the ftrong cattle of Moderna.
As to Sforza he was called frompurfuing his victory to

relieve Verona, cloiely befieged by a ftrong detachment
Picinino had fent for that purpofe before the engagement.
Before he could arrive the enemy were in pofieffion, by
means of a ftratagem which fucceeded, and Gonzaga was

proclaimed prince of Verona. The citadel and fome forts

were ftill in the hands of the Venetians, and defended

againft all the arts and power of the enemy. Sforza or-

dered lines of circumvallation to be formed, to prevent

Gonzaga's efcape or fuccour, and the works were profe-
cutedwith fo great diligence, that in four days the trenches

were opened, and the batteries began to play with prodi-

gious fury upon the walls. There was fomething extraor-

dinary in the fituation of the enemy, who were befieging
the citadel at the very time they werebefieged in the city. In

this condition it was not poflible they could hold out long :

nor in effect did they, for the third day after the batteries

were opened a breach was made, and Sforza ordered it to

be (formed. The troops mounted with fo much refolu-

tion, and were fo well fupported by a fally from the cita-

del, that the town was foon entered, and the enemy chafed

P Ibid. Mcntai). lib. v. Paff. apud Sabell,

wi;h
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with great {laughter about the fireets. The inhabitants

had kept themfelves clofe in their houfes, without joining
with either party, until the enemy were defeated : then

they began to give proofs of their courage and loyatv, by

infulting the dead and wounded, and knocking in the head
the few ftragglers that remained : but this conduct would
not fatisfy Sforza ; he demanded clearer proofs of their

fidelity, and examined every circumftance concerning the

ftratagem by which the enemy got poflefhon. The
inquiry-

did not turn out greatly in favour of the citizens, many
of whom were convicted of treafonable practices, and pu-
nilhed accordingly ; others were pardoned, and the whole
exhorted to a more faithful difcharge of their duty 9. The
news of Sforza's fuccefs were received with great joy at

Venice, and a folemn ernbafly fent to compliment him upon
his conduct ; and henceforward the fortune of the republic

began to rife, while that of Philip andPicinino vifibly de-

clined. In confequence of Sforza's victories Brefcia was A.D. 144a.

relieved, and an intercourfe opened between all the parts
——

of the Venetian dominions.

Philip foon recruited Picinino's broken army, and took

meafures for protracting the war by a fecret contract with

Cornetano, the pope's general : herein it was ftipulated,
that Cornetano ihould invade La Marca, while Picinino,

crofting the Po, fhould enter Tufcany. The pope, fuf-

pecting his general's fidelity, narrowly watched his con-

duct, which was at laft fully cleared up by fome inter-

cepted letters; in confequence of which Cornetano was
feized and committed to the caftle of St. Angelo

r
. This

detection difconcerted Philip's plan, but he was not daunt-

ed. Picinino entered Flaminia, and laid every place wafte
with fire and fword, though he could make no impreffion
on the fortified towns, which were bravely defended.

His holinefs in the mean time ordered Lodovico, one
of his bifliops, to lead the army, late Cornetano's, to Tuf-

cany, in quality of apoltolical legate, and join the Floren-

tines; a ftep which it was fuppofed wouid fruftrate Pici-

nino's intention 3
. But this general, after he had been re-

pulfed by Pifani in his attempt upon Primotoria, marched

directly with defign to crofs the Appenines. All poffible

precautions were ufed by the Florentines to guard the

panes, which Picinino found means, however, to avoid

q Sabel. ibid. Blond, ibid. r Hift. des Papes, torn. iv. La Vie
de Eugene.

s Hilt, des Papes. torn. iv.
c
abel. lib. iii. dec. iii.

by
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by marching over mountains almoft impervious. In this

manner did he reach Politiana, which he befieged, to the

great terror of the Florentines, who every minute expected
him at their gates. This city he took, and, inftead of

marching to Florence, turned his arms againft the Caflen-

tines, ruining and deftroying every place he parTed through.
Picinino's overfight produce:! a fatal alteration in his af-

fairs ; for before he returned from his excurfion againft
this people, the Florentines had joined the pope's forces,

and were in a condition to acl: offenfively
k

. Early in the

fpring Sforza marched with a prodigious army to Tufcany.
He propofed making his way through the midft of the

enemy's troops and garrifons, in order to acl: in conjunc-
tion with Contareni, who commanded the Venetian fleet

upon the lake Benacus. The chief ftrength of the enemy
had always been directed againft Brefcla, which ftili was
In great want, notwithstanding the fuccours received.

Sforza determined, at all events, to relieve it
•,
but in this

defign he forefaw numberlefs difficulties : the greateft of

which was, the almoft impoflibility of fupplying his army
with provifion and forage. When he arrived at the river

Mincia, he called a council, to confult what was bed to be

<lone in this critical fituation ; whether or not he ought
to pafs the river, the confequence of which would be a nc-

cemty of opening his way to Brefcia by the fword ? The
council were unanimoufly of opinion, that every thing
was to be hazarded for the relief of a city which had,

through fuch a feries of calamities, maintained its fide-

lity.

Before we trace Sforza farther, it will be necefiary to

mention fomething concerning Contareni, and the fleet

upon the lake Benacus. The fenate having fent all the

neceflaries for equipping a fleet, 'in carts, to Torbolles, the

carpenters fell to work with the utmoft diligence, and, in

a fnort time, launched fix gallies. With thefe Contareni

failed againft the enemy, who were near double the num-
ber, commanded by Blafio Afiereta, a Genoefe. Conta-
reni took on board fix companies of foldiers, to annoy
the enemy with their arrows and fmall-arms. The fe-

cond day he met and engaged the enemy with a fpi-

rit, intrepidity, and conduct, that foon fecured the

victory in his favour. The battle was very bloody
while it laftedj the very elements combined to increafe

k Blond, ibid.

the
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th§ horror of the fcene, it blowing a ftorm during the

whole engagement. In the end the enemy were
totally-

broken, routed and difperfed, two of their gallies, with

their crews, were funk, and two more taken. Contareni,

purfuing his victory with prudence equal to his courage,
attacked and reduced Riva, La Garda, Laciza, and Bar-

dolin, in order to open a communication with Brefcia.

The news of this victory greatly animated the Brefcians :

they no longer doubted of immediate and effectual fuc-

cours, from the efforts of Contareni on the one fide, and
of Sforza on the other '.

Sforza, before he received intelligence of this victory,
had crofTed the Mincia, and reduced Montzabena, Salies,

and Rivoltella : here, by the advice of the brave Barbaro,
he refolved, inftead of marching directly to Brefcia, to

leek the enemy's main army, and give it battle, knowing,
if he wag victorious, that it would be a great ftep not only
to the relief of Brefcia, but towards fmifhing the war m

.

Hearing that Sanfeverino, Ittalus and Vermio were en-

trenched near Socinna, he began his march in the night,
and furioufly attacked their entrenchments. After the af- Sforza de-

fault had continued for forne hours he began to fall back, feats Itta ~

as if his troops were unable to ftand the charge: having ye ™:
Q

thus drawn the enemy out of their trenches, he returned

fiercely to the attack, broke and entirely routed them
with the lofs of three thoufand men killed and taken pri-
soners. In confequence of this victory the New Orges,
and all the cities, towns, forts, and caftlcs of the Bref-

cian, Bergamefe, and valley of Cremona, returned to the

obedience of the republic. Crofling the Ogiio, Sforza

reduced Cafiel Major, Bregnan, Rinolca, and other towns
in the territories of Ghiradadda and the Cremonefe n

. In
a word, his conquefts were fo rapid, that Philip refolved

to recall Picinino out of Tufcany, for the defence of the

Milanefe, which was greatly alarmed by the vicinity of

Sforza. This general, knowing the importance of leav-

ing the Florentines and pope's forces unoppoled, and that

the lofs of the places he had taken would neceiTarily enfue,
refolved to give the allies battle before his departure.
With this intention he marched to Anglare, where they
were encamped at the foot of the Apennines. The Flo-

rentines could not ftand the firft mock, but were put in

fome confufion, when the pope's forces, pouring in upon

l Pad", apud Sabel. Blond, ibid. a Ibid, etiam Montan.
Tib, v. n Sanfcv. Cron. Ven.

the
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Vkinino the enemy with great vigour, retrieved the battle. Pici-

ff'w bat ' nino had purfued the Florentines too far, he was now at-
******* tacked in the flank and rear by the pope's army: thefe,

and is de-

*

a l̂^ ec^ ty the Florentine horfe, fell upon him every where,

feated, during his purfuit of the Florentine infantry: thus,
hemmed in on every fide, he was broke and put in con-

fufion, great daughter was made, and an incredible num-
ber of prifoners were taken. His intimate friend Aftu-
rio Faventino was among the latter, a circumftance that

alTecled Picinino more than the lofs of the battle °.

Sforza in the mean time purfued his conquefls, having
taken Cavanza after an obltinate defence, together with

Azola and Caneda, towns belonging to Gonzaga, which
made but a flight refiftance. From thence he proceeded
and laid fiege to Pefcara, a city feated at the mouth of the

river Mincia : Nicholao d'Efte came to the camp, offer-

ing his mediation for a peace. D'Efte farther aflured

Sforza that Philip would willingly give him his daughter
in marriage, and even fend her with her portion to him*
if required. It was Sforza' s anfwer, that peace would be

equally agreeable to the Venetians and to himfelf, not-

withstanding their rapid courfe of profperity, could it be

obtained on equitable and honourable conditions p . D'Efte

returned to Philip with this anfwer, and during his abfence

Pefcara furrendered at difcretion.

Sforza Picinino, after his defeat, retired with his broken army
goes to into Flaminia ; from thence he fet out by long marches
k$nke* for Milan, where he was in a lhort time recruited and

enabled to take the field. Nothing material, befides the

furrender of Ravenna to the Venetians, happened during
the remainder of this campaign. Sforza, having put his

army into winter-quarters, went to Venice ; where he
was received with a profufion of honours, worthy of his

great merit and fervices. He was run after and gazed

upon as a prodigy. When he came to the gates of the

city, the fenate, the feignory, and all the nobility went
out to meet and conduct him to the palace, where he was
entertained by the doge with the utmoff diftin£tion and

magnificence. Barbaro, and a hundred Brefcian gen-
tlemep, were likewife come to Venice, to compliment the

republic on the late fuccefs of her arms, and do honour
to the marriage of Jacomo Fofcari, fon to the doge. In

iliort, nothing but mirth and feftivity was thought of,

° Sabel. lib. iii. dec. iii. etiani Blond, ibid, P Ibid. lib. iii,

dec. iii.

when
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when intelligence arrived of the fudden march of Picinino

into the Brefcian, where he laid wafte every thing, and

fpread conflernation and ruin all over the face of the coun-

try. Sforza immediately fet out to aflemble his army; Sftrxa

but, in fpite of his expedition, Picinino had poffefled him- rnarcnei

felf of all the champaign country, the Venetian dominions
a

ĉtning

©n the banks of the Adda, and the Bergamefe, before a

body, fufficient to oppofe him, could be collected.

The enemy, finding that Sforza was taking effectual

meafures to attack them, feized upon a ftrong camp near

Aglefia, defended by the river Seriolles in front, the

mountains in both flanks, and in the rear by the Oglio.
In this fituation did Picinino watch the motions of Sforza,
who did not long hefitate about giving him battle under

all difadvantages. Having viewed the ground Sforza or-

dered the bridge on the Oglio to be attacked, at the fame

time advancing with the main army on the enemy's front, A battle.

he forded the Seriolles. The engagement laiied for two
hours with great fury, when night coming On, feparated
the combatants, and probably faved Picininc's army. The
carnage uras confiderable, neither fide giving or receiving

quarter. Immediately after this battle Sforza led his A.D.T441.

troops againil Martinenga, which he invefled with the ..

rnoft complete army the Venetians had ever raifed : the

troops amounted to thirty thoufand fighting men, well,

clothed, paid, and attended with a fine train of artillery.

Though the trenches were foon opened, and the batteries

began to play with great execution, yet the fiege was
drawn out to great length : fome attributed this procrafli-
nation to fecret practices between Picinino and Sforza,

who, they alleged, were more intent upon dividing the

provinces among themfelves, than on the intereft of the

ftates by whom they were employed : others faid it was

owing to the ftrength of the place, the numerous garrifon

within, and Picinino's army without, which neglected no

opportunity of harrafiing and incommoding the befiegers^
Certain it is that the fenate entertained no diilrult o£

Sforza's fidelity: but the cafe with Philip was different;
he began to harbour fufpicions of both, and thought it

unfafe to commit fuch vaft armies to men whofe ambi-
tion might ufe them to the utter extinction of both the

contending powers. Impelled by thefe reafons, wearied
with the intolerable expence of the war, and, as fome
affirm out of patience with the haughty demands of Pici-*

\ Afoafrn, Comment. lib. iv. Sabel. ibid,

nino,
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nino, he refolved upon peace ; for which purpofe he dif-

patched a meffenger with great fecrefy to Venice, to found

Treaty e>f
the difpofition of the fenate. At the fame time he treated

peace with with Sforza ; and the propofals he made were fo advan-

Philip. tageous to the republic, that hoftilities ceafed the day after

the arrival of Philip's courier in the camp
r
. Picinino

highly refented this treatment, and openly complained of

the ingratitude and infidelity of Philip, for having pre-
fumed to treat of peace without his confent or knowlege.
But, without paying any regard to his remonftrances and

indignation, the following articles, after violent debates,

were agreed to, or rather were determined by Sforza, who
was appointed umpire of the differences : that the Bref-

cian and Bergamefe mould unalterably remain to the re-

public ; that Ravenna, Riva, Torbolles, and Penetra,
cities of which they were pofleffed by right of conquer!,
mould become a part of the Venetian dominions ; that

Martinenga, with all the cities, forts, and catties of Ghi-

radadda, mould be ceded to Philip j that all the Mantuan
confines and territories fhould be given up to Gonzaga ;

that Cremona and the Cremonefe fhould be the portion
of Sforza with Bienca, Philip's daughter (C) ; that Euge-
nius the pope fhould in two years have Bologna furren-

dered to him ; that the Genoefe fhould be reflored to their

liberty, and Philip exert no farther authority over that re-

public *,
that the Florentines mould releafc Faventino,

upon his reftoring to them all the places he had taken dur-

ing the war ; and laftly,
that the cities Pefcara and Lon-

nado,mould belong to the Venetians 5
.

Thefe terms were agreed to and figned by all parties,

the pope's nuncio excepted, who retired from the con-

grefs in a rage, and let out for Rome, complaining that

the holy fee was unjuflly treated and robbed of its patri-

, mony. Thus the public tranquillity was reilored, and the •

ruinous war with Philip concluded, to the mutual fatif-

faction of the Venetians and Vifconti. For three days

public rejoicings were made at Venice and Milan, the

people expreffing the utmoft joy at the profpeft of a folid

and lading pacification between the republic and duchy

* Blond, ibid. s Sabel. lib. v. dec. iii. Blond, lib. x- dec. in.

Montan. Corn. ibid.

(C) This lady was fent to magnificence and pomp ;
after

Cremona to meet the bride- which Sforza let out, with his

groom. Here their nuptials bride, for Venice,

were celebrated with the utmoft

of
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t>f Milan. Venice never prefented a more beautiful and

wealthy fcene than on this occafion, all the merchants
from the Rialto to St. Mark's expofing their richeft furni-

ture, merchandize, and plate, to public view; and the

treafure of that noble church, by order of the procurators,

being laid out in the mod elegant manner for the enter-

tainment of Grangers and the people.
The remainder of this year produced nothing of confe-

quence, the attention of the republic being employed
wholly upon the civil policy. During this winter it was
that the procurators of St. Mark's were augmented in

number, when, inftead of fix, nine of thofe high magif-
trates were appointed

1
. An extraordinary overflowing of

the fea, happened towards the vernal equinox, which

deflroyed a great number of houfes, (hops, and ware-

houfes, the lofs of which was computed at a million of
ducats* About this time a war againfl fome piratical War with

Hates was commenced. The firft Venetian fleet was de- pirates*

ftroyed in a ftorm ; but another, foon after equipped, had
the good fortune to clear the feas in a fhort time, and fe-

cure the public commerce.

Early in the fpring a fleet, at the expence of Eugenius,
was equipped at Venice, to proceed againil the Turks,
who were rapidly purfuing their conquefts in Europe.
Of this armament we are told nothing befides its having
blocked up the ftraits dividing Europe from Afia, which
for a time checked the progrefs of Amurath the Turkifti

emperor. As to the affairs of Ttal#, they were now, as

ufual after every peace, difturbed by the difcontent of
fome of the parties concerned. The pope openly declared
his refentment againil Sforza, for having kept him out of
the pofTeflion of Bologna. Alphonfo of Arragon and,
Sforza began to renew a quarrel, hereditary in their fami-

lies, and the former found means to draw Philip into a

league againfl: his fon-in-law. However, though thefe

wars difturbed the peace of the neighbouring powers for

the .fpace of five years, the Venetians kept themfelves

quiet until the year 1446, at which time they found it A.D. 1446.

expedient to join Sforza againfl: Philip. Young Picinino's ,

befieging Cremona was the immediate caufe of their taking
part in the quarrel : they fir ft fent an envoy, to Philip, to

acquaint him with their intentions, if Picinino did not re-

linquifti the fiege. The haughty anfwer given to their mi- War with

nifler occafioned the fenate to iflue orders to their general ^'j'P
°f

1
Sanfov. delle Vit. Fofca.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. F Michaeli
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Michaeli Attendulo, to march directly to Cremona fcnd

give battle to Picinino. Attendulo executed his inilruc-

tions with fuccefs, a battle being fought in Ghiradadda,
in which Picinino was defeated with great flaughter of his

troops, and the lofs of four thoufand prifoners, his camp,
and artillery. Another battle foon enfued, in which At-

tendulo was a fecond time victorious, and Picinino's defeat

little lefs complete than the former". Two fuch fignal
victories excited the jealoufy of Sforza, though upon the

whole he was to reap the advantage: Alphonfo and the

pope were likewife envious of the fuccefs and growing
greatnefs of the republic on the continent. They there-

fore left nothing untried to induce Sforza to break with

the Venetians and go over to Philip : upon this ftep he

refolved without fcruple ; but the Venetians, fufpecting
his defign committed his envoy to prifon, and revoked all

the grants and decrees of the fenate in his favour x
. Now

it was that the republic had occafion for the full exertion

of that unfhaken resolution ever difcovered upon all ha-

zardous conjunctures. The fenate accordingly ordered

the army to be augmented, the pafles to and from Lom-

bardy to be ftrictly guarded, and took every other mea-
fure for vigoroufly profecuting the intended war. Atten-

dulo, after the victory upon the Adda, carried terror and
devaflation wherever ne marched : Crema and Lodes were
the only towns left to Philip, the whole of the province
befides was reduced under the obedience of the republic.
He even over-ran fome part of the Milanefe, his cavalry

making incurfions to the very gates of Milan. Rein-

forced by a confiderable corps under Carolo Montone, fon

to Brachio, the implacable enemy of Philip and Sforza,
he took CafTel Major and other fortified places. Brande-

lino, with a ftrong detachment, erected the Venetian
ftandard within fight of Milan, inviting the inhabitants

to the recovery of their liberty, which invitation they not

caring or daring to accept, he returned to the main army,
laying defolate the whole country y. Philip, ftruck with

the good fortune and boldnefs of the Venetians, fent

agents to treat of a peace ; but, after they had refided for

a month in the city, they were difmiiTed without effecting
their purpofe. Attendulo was all this while purfuing his

conquefts : he befieged and took Brebia, fcoured and

laid wafte the country of the Briantines, furprifed and

n Blond, lib. x. dec. iii. Sabel. ibid. x Ibid, etiam Montan.
ubi fupia.

y Blond. Sabel, ct Montan. ubi fupra.

ruined
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ruined Barri, and in fhort extended the dominions of the

republic from the Adda to Coma, on both fides the lake

of that name.
Thefe fucceffes were foon followed by the death of Phi- Philip dies.

lip, duke of Milan, the greateft politician and warrior the

family of Vifconti had ever produced
z
. His death occa-

fioned a variety of fentiments among his fubjecls and par-

ty; fome were for peace, fome for liberty, and others

for war. The inhabitants of Lodes and Placentia, tired

of the ducal yoke, opened their gates to the Venetians,
and received the troops of the republic ; but the Milanefe

determined to continued the war in their own name : for

this purpofe they augmented their troops, and appointed
Sforza captain-general, on condition that if he was fortu-

nate enough to reduce Brefcia, that city and its appen-

dages fhould be his reward ; but that if he fucceeded a-

gainft Verona likewife, the former fhould revert to the

Milanefe, and the latter, with the whole Veronefe, be

ceded to his family. This general quitted the Parmefan, A.D. 144.7,

and fet out with four thoufand horfe and two thoufand ———
foot, to join the Milanefe army under Francifco and Gi-
acomo Picinino, fons of the late general of that name, fo

long the rival and enemy of Sforza. The Venetian army, jtttenduh

greatly inferior to the enemy in number, retired towards retires.

Lodi, and there ftrongly entrenched itfelf. No lefs than

three different ambafTadors were fent to Venice, to de-

mand, in the name of Sforza and the Milanefe, reftitu-

tion of all thofe places they had difmembered from the do-
minions of Philip. The fenate adhered to their firft an-

fwer, that though by the right of war thofe places were
become the juft dominions of the republic, yet, to {hew
the world their pacific inclinations, they would reftore

them on being reimburfed the expences of the war. This
condition the ambafTadors refufed, and accordingly re-

turned, without having brought their bufinefs to any
conclufion a

. Aware of the importance of the quarrel
in which they were engaged, the fenate determined to

life their utmoft efforts by fea and land. It was decreed

to equip a fleet which would fail up the Po, to make a

diverfion in favour of Attendulo, who was too weak to

offer the enemy battle.

During thefe preparations at Venice, Sforza marched

Suddenly to Placentia, and after having beat down the

2 Baron, torn, viii, » Idem. ibid. Flav. lib. Xi dec. iii.

Sabel. v. dec. iii,

F 2 walls
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walls by his batteries, flormed the city, reduced it, and

gave it to his army to be plundered. Gerardo Dandolo

and Thadeo d'Efie, who commanded the garrifon, were

made prifoners, together with one thoufand horfe and

foot. Attendulo, though his force was not fufficient to

laife the fiege, determined, however, not to lie idle: he

entered the territories of Pavia while Sforza befieged Pla-

centia, from Which he jeturned loaded with rich booty.
He then ravaged and plundered the Milanefe, and, ac-

cording to Montano, took the city Melfa, or Melifla.

Having finifhed thefe exploits he refolved on the fiege of

Cremona, but was prevented by the furrender of Placen-

tia and the rigour of the feafon, upon which he retired

with his army into winter-quarters
b
.

Negociations of peace were renewed, and commifTion-

crs from each party met at Bergamo, to difcufs the condi-

tions of accommodation. Pope Nicholas V. ufed alibis

endeavours to promote the conferences; notwithstanding
which, and the mediation of fome other powers, the

commiflioners parted without coming to any determina-

tion, both fides unalterably adhering to certain articles

which could not be ceded by the oppofite party.
Whilfl: the congrefs fat at Bergamo, the Venetian fleet

was employed againft the pirates, who had infulted their

coafts and plundered their merchant fhips. The eager

purfuit of the pirates drew on the republic the refentment

of Alphonfo, of Arragon, greatly incenfed at the Vene-
tian fleet for prefuming to attack and deftroy the enemy
in his harbours. In revenge the king ordered all the Ve-
netians in his dominions to be imprifoned, their (hips to

be detained, and merchandize to be feized and brought
to his warehoufes; but finding the fenate refolved upon
war, he fet the prifoners at liberty, and reftored their

efFefts'.

A.D. 144.8. Early in the
fpring

both armies took the field, and Sfor-—— za befieged and took Mozaniga; after which exploit,

marching into Ghiradadda, he reduced the whole coun-

try, the city of Caravaggio excepted: he then furprif-
ed CafTan, and thence proceeded to the Cremonefe to

ftop the ravages of Qmrini and the Venetian fleet.

Here he aflernbled about twenty-eight galliots, with

which, and his army, he furrounded Quirini. The Ve-
netian fleet fought with obftinacy, but in the end was

*> Montan. Comment, lib, v. Sabel, et Blond, ibid. c Sa«
bel. lib. vi. dec- Hi.

defie 1
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defeated and broken. To prevent his (hips falling into Defeats th$

the enemy's hands, Quirini fet fire to them
; for which Venetian

Hep, and his mifconducr. in the engagement, he was re- $eet*

called, delivered over to the civil power, and imprifoned
for life. After this vidtory, Sforza laid fiege to Cara-

vaggio, to which place Attend ulo followed him, with

intention, if poffible, to raife the fiege. After various

debates in the Venetian camp, it was at length reiblved

fecretly to attack Sforza by crolling the marfhes in the

rear of his camp, which was but flightly guarded, on ac-

count of the natural (trength of the iltuation. The
fcheme was planned with conducl, and executed with

courage j but fupported by a force unequal to the under-

taking. The firft onfet was furious, the attack and de-

fence being made with equal intrepidity and vigour : after
Defeats the

the battle had continued for feveral hours, and the Ve- land forces

netians had forced the entrenchments, oppreifed with

numbers, they were forced to retreat with precipitation
d
.

Here it was that Sforza's army began the (laughter; the
'

Venetians crowding upon each other to avoid the ene-

my's blows, met that death from each other which they
thought to efcape from the enemy. They no fooner be-

gan to give way, than the two Picininos, ifiuing forth

from another quarter, marched direcTly, with a ftrong

corps, to attack the Venetian camp, which they eafily

took, the whole army being engaged in forcing Sforza's

entrenchments : in ihort, Attendulo was entirely defeat-

ed, having loft near three thouiand of his befl troops, all

his baggage, tents, and artillery, together with two thou-

fand waggons of provifion and forage. After this defeat

he retired to Brefcia, whither, in a ihort time, he was

purfued by Sforza, after he had firfl reduced Caravaggio,
Caliel Major, and fome other places

e
.

The republic foon recruited her army, having for that

purpofe decreed a large bounty to all able-bodied men
who ihould enter into the fervice. The pay of the troops
was likewife augmented, and conGderable fubfidies were

granted to feveral petty princes who entered into her al-

liance : but her greateit fecurity arofe from fome jealou- ,

fies which prevailed among the enemy The Milanefe

began to harbour fufpicions that Sforza affected the fove-

rcignty of his father-in-law's dominions, and having but jufl
tailed the fweets of liberty they were the more willing to

preferve that precious g^ft of Providence. Sforza difco-

d Blond, ibid, Aut. citar.
e Aut, citat. ibid.
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vering their fufpicions, refolved to avenge himfelf, by-

concluding an alliance with their enemies : with this de-

fign he gave the fenate to underftand that he was not a-

verfe to peace •,
to which intimation, the republic gave a

willing ear, notwithstanding the Venetian army was now
in a condition to act offenfively, by means of the number

of levies and ftrong reinforcements from Florence. Maf-

tropietro was in confequence privately fent to treat with

Sforza, and an accommodation enfued. It was agreed,
that not only a peace, but a itricT; alliance mould take

place
f

; that the fenate mould fupply Sforza with four

thoufand horfe and two thoufand foot, until he had re-

duced Milan ; that thirty thoufand crowns per month

fhould be allowed for his table ; and laftly,
that all the

places pofTefTed by Philip beyond the Adda mould belong
to the Venetians. This treaty being ratified, Sforza fet

the prifoners at liberty, and crofling the Adda, marched

into the Milanefe. After having reduced all the country
between the rivers Adda and Tefin, he' pitched his camp
five miles from Milan. Before he undertook the liege of

the capital, he reduced, by the affiftance and good con-

duct of Marcello, who commanded the Venetian auxilia-

ries, Novara, Alexandria, and Parma : then he laid fiege
to Milan

•, but, previous to his opening the trenches, in-

telligence was received that Lewis of Savoy, in confe-

quence of a treaty with the Milanefe, had fent an army
under the conduct of John Campenfio to their ailiftance,

Campenfio had reached Novara, when Sforza detached

Coyoni with a ftrong corps to oppofe him, who im-

mediately attacking the army of Lewis defeated it,

making Campenfio and about four hundred horfe pri-
foners.

While Sforza was battering the fort Mellignana, the

Milanefe within the city put to death a number of per-
fons of all ranks, who they imagined efpoufed his caufe :

then the inhabitants ailembled to the number of fixty thou-

fand, and marched out of the city to give battle. Sforza

having intelligence of all their motions drew up his ar-

my, and difplayed fo much capacity and judgment in his

difpofition, that the Milanefe, with all their fuperiority of

troops, not caring to hazard an engagement, retired into

the city. Upon this occafion, he inverted Milan more

clofely; but the number of inhabitants being fo great, he

Sabel. lib. vi. dec. iii. etiam Blond, lib. x. dec.

prppofed



The Hi/lory of Venice. y$

propofed reducing the city by famine, it being abfurd to

pretend affaulting it with an inferior body of troops.
In this fituation lay Sforza when jealoufies between the

Venetians and him began to appear, which produced pro-

pofals for an accommodation between the republics of

Venice and Milan. After the terms had been debated
and agreed upon, they were referred to the arbitration of

Sforza, conditionally, that he accepted of feven cities,

not fpecified, for his (hare of Philip's dominions, leaving
the people in pofTeflion of all the reft. The other articles A.D. 1449.

imported, that the Venetians mould maintain fix thou- —»

fand, the Milanefe two thoufand, and Sforza only one
thoufand troops in his fervice j that if he accepted of

thefe terms he mould be efteemed the friend and ally of
both flares ; if not, he mould be declared an enemy, and
war againft him profecuted with all the forces of both

republics. Thefe articles being prefented to Sforza, he

exprefled jufl indignation againft the Venetians, who,
after all his important fervices to the republic, now made
him the facrifice of a peace with their enemies. How- Treatvbg'

ever, the republics proceeded to the conclufion of their tiveenMi-

treaty, and Sforza rejecting the terms, war was denounc- lan an<i

ed againft him *.
Ven

'

lce-

Great preparations were made by both republics, and Sforza

the Venetians put a ftop to all trade and intercourse with makes ™ar

Florence, on her refufal to join in the alliance againft her
on

P^!
ce

old general. Sigifmund Malateita was appointed gene-
ral of the republican forces : his firft attempt was upon
the forts which Sforza had built to block up Bre-
bia. Two of thefe he burnt and destroyed, and the reft

would have fhared the fame fate had not Sforza's ap-
proach obliged him to retire beyond the Adda. All this

while Sforza continued the blockade of Milan, which, in

defpite of the efforts of the Venetians, was reduced to

great extremities. Malatefta having joined the corps un-
der Coyoni, did all in his power to draw Sforza to a bat-

tle, which that wife general avoided, knowing the fate

of Milan depended on his protracting the war. At laft A.D. 1450c
the Milanefe, conquered by famine, and Itarved into fub- ——
million, murdered Venieri, the Venetian ambaiTador, and s/oraa de'

faluted Sforza prince, opening their rates, and receiving:
l

{

a
7//

uke

i • .
, '1 v j

r
n- • r •

1 ,S of Milan.
rum with the lame demonitrations or joy they would

Jiave expreffed for the fon of their lawful fovereign
h
.

* Blond, lib. x. dec. Hi. Baron, torn. viii. *> Ibjd.

ftiam Baron. Uniy. Hift. torn. viii.

F 4 Thus,
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Thus, by a change as fudden as amazing, he Inftantly
became the fovcreign and protector of a people he had
•but the day before perfecuted with all the rancour of an

inveterate enemy. The Milanefe having changed fides,

the Venetians refolvcd to conclude a treaty of alliance

with Alphonfo, who defired nothing more than a war
with Milan, and an opportunity of humbling Sforza.

This was effected by the good conduct and addrefs of

Pafchali Mafttopietro, the Venetian envoy Naples
1
. In-

telligence of the treaty being received at Milan, Sforza

refolved to gain the Venetians by acts of generofity and
kindnefs: for this purpofe he ordered all the Venetians,
who were imprifoned upon the late change of meafures, to

be fet at liberty, and loaded with prefents and good of-

fices, hinting to them at the fame time his defireof culti-

vating the friendfhip of the republic (E) : but thefe over-

tures coming to nothing, both fides prepared for a vigor-
ous war. Alphonfo and the Venetians opened the cam-

* Sanfov. delle Vit. Pirn. 2.6:

(E) This year pepe Nicho-
las conferred fome particular
honours on the doge : fuch as

a golden fword, a crown fet

with diamonds, &c. Prefents

likewife to the itate were fent

by the king of Bofnia, and the

vayvod of Croatia. The duke
of Auftria vitited Venice, and
was magnificently received

;

but the entertainment ?nd re-

ception given to the emperor
Frederic exceeded every thing
of that kind ever feen in Ve-

nice, both in grandeur and

elegance. The fenate, feig-

nory, and whole city, went in

the Bucentauro, gondolas, gan-
zares, and other vefleles, rich-

ly adorned, to meet the empe-
ror ; whilft the ladies, with

no lefs pomp, waited on Leo-

nora, , the emprefs. On their

landing they found the whole

city and ftreets hung with fear-

let, purple, and the richeft filks

and cloths. Nothing but mu-
fjcal inilruments and the fineft

human voices faluted the ear

with fongs of rejoicing and

congratulation. They were
both prefented by the fenate

with crowns of gold, richly fet

with jewels ;
a child's coat

and cradle {Kidded with gold,

jewels, and pearls, was given

by the ladies to the emprefs,
and other prefents, valued at

a million of money. Their
entertainment in the palace
was magnificent beyond de-

fcription, the richneis of Ve-
nice vying with the taite and

elegance of Italy. Their im-

perial majefties exprefTed the

utmoit fatisfacticn, and de-

parted highly delighted with
the power, wealth, fpiendor,
and hofpitality of the repub-
lic (i ;

.

( ) Sabel, ibid.

paigri
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paign by felzing on Coyoni and a detachment of fifteen

hundred horfe k
. Some attacks were likewife made on

the Florentines for having affifted Sforza with money.
For the better fupporting the war, a tax was laid by the A.D.^i,
fenate on all perfons holding places and enjoying penfions »

from the government : they were likewife obliged, upon
their difmiffion, to ferve the government for fix months,
at their own expence, in the field. Little progrefs was
made by either fide during the firft year of the war ; but

early in the fpring both armies entered upon vigorous
meafures. Leonefio, the Venetian general, after he had
waited the country about Lodes, and reduced feveral

fmall forts, marched directly to Milan, upon an aflurance

from fome of the inhabitants of being ftrongly fupported:
but finding that no infurreclion was like to enfue, he
went and laid fiege to Socinna. Having battered the

town for feveral days a breach was made, which he ftorm-

ed and carried, after a bloody action. Sforza marched
too late to the relief of this place : the armies being en-

camped for feveral days within a fmall diftance of each

other, frequent Ikirmiihes paiTed, though no general bat-

tle enfued.

During thefe tranfaclions on the river Adda, "William Montfer-
of Montterrat, with four thoufand horfe, fpread terror rat de-

and defolation every where in the territory of Alexandria. ieated*

From thence marching to Tortona and Pavia, he deftroy-
ed the whole country, and was in this manner proceeding
in his conquefts, when Sacromer Vifconti, fent by Sfor-

za, fuddenly attacked, defeated, and obliged him to re-

tire to Caftelnovo.

In the mean time Alphonfo's general, Ferdinand, was
not idle j having laid fiege to Forlano, he took and de-

flroyed it, after having for forty days inceffantly battered

the walls. During the fiege he twice routed Faventino,
with the daughter of two thoufand of his men, as he was

attempting to relieve the garrifon ; then marching into

the territory of Sienna, he inverted Caftelina ; but the

fortifications being ftrong, and the garrifon proving ob-

ftinate, he abandoned it, and retired into winter-quarters.
A detachment from Leonefio's army defeated a corps of

the Milanefe fent by Sforza to furprife him, and this little

fkirmifh proved the prelude to a battle. Alefiandro was
detached by Sforza with four thoufand horfe "and one

thoufand foot, to flop the incurfions of the Venetians into

k Sabel. lib. vi. dec, iii.

tl
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AUJjnndro the Milanefe. The Venetian general having intelligence

defeated by of their route, fent Carolo Montone to attack him, which
the Vcne- h c cfj^ w i tn fucn vigour, that Aleffandro was defeated,

his army difperfed, and only himfelf, with a fmall num-
ber of attendants, efcaped to Sforza's camp, which then

lay before Calvifiana
1

. The Venetians ufed every expe-
dient for the relief of this place, without which the ene-

my could not winter in their dominions : but all their en-

deavours proved fruitlefs, though they afforded the officers

many opportunities of difplaing their valour. Among
others, one in. particular deferves notice : Leonefio be-*

ing apprifed of a convoy of one thoufand horfe going to

the enemy's camp, he detached Gonzaga and Brandolino

to make an attempt on it : they met the enemy near Iffea,

in the Brefcian, and fell upon them with fo much intre-

pidity, that they foon were matters of the convoy.
Sforza receiving timely notice of the lofs, detached a

ftrong body to recover the booty. The Venetians fuftain-

ed the enemy with great bravery, but would at length
have been overpowered with numbers, had not Leonefio,
with the reft of the army, come up to their relief. The
fcale was now turned, and the enemy would infallibly

have been defeated, but that Sforza arrived to their fup-
A battle, port; here a general and obflinate engagement began,

which continuing for feveral hours, was at length ended

by the darknels of the night. The only mark of victory
on either fide that appeared was, that the Venetians car-

ried off the convoy
m

; however, this incident did not

raife the fiege ; on the contrary, Sforza affaulted the

town with redoubled vigour, and the garrifon, unable to

withfland his efforts, furrendered prifoners of war. Thus,

by the acquifition of Calvifiana, did he eftablifh winter-

quarters in the enemy's territories.

The winter, as ufual, was fpent in treaties, negocia-

tions, and alliances. Sforza and the Florentines fent to

the French king, to requeft he would ufe his interefl with

the duke of Savoy to break with the Venetians, and

likewife prevail on Rene, count of Anjou, to attempt the

recovery of his kingdom of Sicily, promifmg him liberal

fupplies of money, By this expedient they intended to

divert Alphonfo from profecuting the war againft the Flo-

rentines. The king undertook their caufe, and prevail-

ed upon the duke of Savoy to lay down his arms. He

i Blond, lib. x. dec.iii. Pair, apud Sabell. ibiJ. m Mon-
tan. lib. v. etiam Aut. citat.

Jikewifg
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likewlfe perfuaded Rene to pafs into Italy, purfue his

claim to Sicily, and carry on war againft Alphonfo.
The Florentines ftill combined in the alliance of A.D.145*.

Sforza, and entering upon action early in the fpring, re- m •

covered Fogliani, which had been taken from them laft

campaign. Manerba was befieged by the Venetians,
which they continued, in fplte of all the efforts of Sforza

to relieve it, until the brave Leonefio was killed in a fally

from the town, by a random arrow, in the purfuit. The
command of the army devolving upon Picinino, he

profecuted the liege fo vigoroufly, that the garrifon,

finding they could expecl; no relief from Sforza, furren-

dered prifoners of war. This event was followed

by the reduction of Quinzeno and Pontevico ; after

which event he undertook the liege of Seniga, but was
forced to raife it on the approach of Sforza with a fupe-
rior army. A number of ikirmifhes daily paffed, when
Rene, with four thoufand horfe, joined Sforza. The

enemy being thus reinforced, Picinino was obliged to

fland on the defenfive, during which time Sforza foon

recovered Manerba, and all the other places loft in the

beginning of the campaign. Indeed, the whole Cre-

monefe and Brefcian, except the two capitals, were re-

duced under his obedience, or rather voluntarily fub-

mitted. Picinino marched with the utmoft diligence to

the Brefcian, to flop the progrefs of the enemy, and
to defend the mountains, the inhabitants of which
had as yet remained firm in their duty : here he fixed

upon a ftrong camp, fo advantageoufly fituated as to co-

ver the pafies to the mountains, and, at the fame time,
render all approaches to him difficult and hazardous.

This precaution put a flop to the progrefs of both armies,

until the rigour of the feafon obliged them to quit the

field and retire into quarters
n

. •

During the winter the Venetians, the pope, and Al- Fleet a'

phonfo, were bufied in preparing a fleet to oppofe the gainft the

Grand Seignior, who had refolved on the fiege of Con- Turks.

ftantinople early in the fpring. The fenate firft decreed

ten gallies and two argofies of two thoufand tons each,
to be fent to Greece. Afterwards ten more were equip-

ped, and thefe, joined to the pope's and Alphonfo's fleets,

made in all forty-two fail, under the command of Jaco-
mo Loretano ; but, before his arrival, Othoman had

opened his trenches, and was laying fiege to the city with

n Sabel. lib. vii, dec. Hi.

a pro-
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Turks be-
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stantinople*

Peace 'with

Sforza,
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a prodigious fleet and army. Loretano was obHged t&

fight his way through the Turkifh fleet to enter the har-

bour, which he did with a conduct and refolution alto-

gether aflonifhing. It would be unfeafonable to enter on
the particulars of this fiege ; fufHcient it is for our prefent

purpofe to obferve, that Loretano, perceiving the whole

dependence of the enemy was on the land-forces, and
that the Turkifh fleet could be of little ufe, determined

to fail to Negropont, for the defence of the iiland, and

there wait for a reinforcement fufneient to engage the

enemy .

While the Venetian fleet remained in the Levant, their

army was upon the defenfive, Sforza carrying all before

him in Lombardy. He took Rhodes, Romagna, Marti-

nenga, and Brifan^a ; then he reduced New Orges, Ro-

rhanenga, and Socina. Towards the end of the campaign
lie began the fiege of Ifo|a j but the heavy rains falling,
made it impomble for him to keep the field. Picinino's

army was too weak to cover all thofe places ; and, in-

deed, he was kept in awe by a ftrong detachment, which
Sforza had fent to watch his motions ; fo that the

winter came on before he was in a condition to enter upon
action p.

The pope now laboured hard to mediate a peace, in or-

der that the Chriftian forces might unite in defence of
Conftantine Palseologus and the Greek empire ; but the
endeavours of his holinefs proved of no effect, though
the peace was concluded by means of a mediator of lefs

confequence
q
~. Simon Camertes, a hermit, was fo inde-

fatigable and eloquent, that he brought all parties to acv

cede to the following terms : that Sforza mould reflore

to the Venetians whatever he had taken from them in

the war, the territory of Ghiradadda excepted ; that the

marquis cf Mantua mould reinftate his brother Caroli in

all his dominions; that Alphonfo fhould reftore his con-

quefts to the Florentines ; with other articles of lefs imT

portance. For the farther fecurity of the public tran-r

quillity it was exprefsly mentioned, that if any future dif-?

ferences among the parties fhouid a rife, the pope fhould

have ample and full powers to determine them, his holi-

nefs taking upon him to be guarantee of the treaty
r
. The

city of Venice received with great joy the news that a

Baron, lib. viii. ann. 1453.
q L. Vie des Papes, torn. viii.

vii. dec iii. PaiT. Arim. ibid.

p Sabel. lib. dec. iii,

r Montan. lib. v. Sabel. lib.

war
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•war was terminated in which they had been hard prefTed

by the vigor, conduct, and intrepidity of Sforza. Public

thankfgivings were offered, and proceilions made. Mar-
cclio was likewife fent to Constantinople to execute a

treaty with Mahomet ; and he returned loaded with pre-
fents and expreffions of the friendship of that great mo-
narch for the republic.
From this time to the year 1457, the republic enjoyed Fofcari

profound peace, when Fofczri, after a glorious admini- depofed.

ftration of .thirty-four years, was, at the age of ninety,
Jaid afide as fuperannuated and unfit for the difcharge of

his important office ; an inftance of ingratitude confiftent,

perhaps, with the meafures of found policy, but very con-

tradictory to the dictates of humanity. He was a prince
of a.noble and pleafing afpec~t,poflefled a prodigious memo-

ry, flowing eloquence, ready wit, and found judgment. At
this remarkable age he enjoyed good health, the perfect
life of his limbs and faculties, remembered every incident

from his childhood, had a fweetnefs, and at the fame
•a mnjefty and authority in his manner that equally com-
manded love and refpect. He had greatly extended the

power and dominions of the republic, and was no lefs

joved by his fubjecls than efteemed and feared by ftran-

<gers and his neighbours ; yet was this valuable and vener-

able prince facrificed to the politics of an ungrateful mul-
titude. He was no fooner diverted of the fupreme au-

thority, than, leaving the palace with indignation, he re-

tired to a private houfe, where, falling ill with grief, he

died, univerfally lamented and efteemed 5

(F).

PASQIJAL MALIPZERO, Doge LXVL

FOSC ARI was fucceeded in his dogefhip by Paf- A.D.t457.

qual Malipiero, then aged feventy-two. This prince at-

Fafqual
i Sanfov. delle Vit. Princip. 163. Baron. Ann. prafenr. MaHpim*

(F) Jacomo Fofcari, his fon, feizmghim. He was then put
was cited by the council of ten to the torture, but ftill conti-,

to anfwer to fome accufations nuing to deny the allegations,

lodged againft him, of confpir- he was condemned to perpetual

ing to fubvert the government, banifhment ; in which, in fpite

Jacomo was then abfent, and of all the remonftrances of his

not appearing on the day ap- father, he ended a miferable

•pointed, orders were iffued for life (1).

{1} Baron, p. 520. tit. 13.

tended
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tended the obfequies of his predeceflbr, which were per-
formed with the utmoft magnificence and funeral pomp.
Nothing memorable happened during the four years and
feven months of his adminiftration. Malipiero maintain-

ed with great care the tranquillity handed down by Fof-

cari, executed the laws with juflice and moderation, tem-

pered the feverity of old age with the innocent mirth and

diflipation of youth, and blended the dignity of the prince
with the eafe and freedom of the companion : in fhort,

he was a prince of great and mining virtues; of a pene-

trating judgment ; open, fincere, and candid ; a lover of

peace, but profoundly fkilled in the art of war l
. In a

word, all we have tranfmitted of this prince is a panegy-
ric on his wifdom, prudence, bravery, and clemency,
without facts to illuftrate or confirm thefe virtues. His-

torians relate that he patronrzed men of letters and inge-

nuity, an inftance of which they give in the kindnefs he
A.D. 1462. {hewed to Nicolo Jenfon Tedefcho, who firft introduced

the art of printing in Venice". The doge made him very
liberal prefents ; and had the fatisfaclion of perufing fome

fplendid editions of the dailies and other books iffued

from the Venetian prefs. Thus, amidfl employments
ufeful to the public and glorious to himfelf, Malipiero

died, to the great affliction of the whole republic. In

his room the fenate fubftituted Chriftoforo Moro, a pro-
curator of St. Mark, equally beloved for his difpofition
and admired for his capacity.

x Sanfov. delle Vir. de Princip*
n Sabel. lib. vii. dec. iii.

SECT,
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SECT. VI.

Containing the Origin and Progrefs ofthe furkifb War ;

the Rife of the War with the Trieftines ; Death of

Moro ; and the Tranfaffions which occurred during

the Adminiftration ofNicolo Thronoy and others of his

Succeffors.

CHRISTOFORO MORO, Doge LXV1L

T H E firft year of Moro's adminiftration was fpent in
Chrjftophs-

acts of civil difcipline. Sanfovino, indeed, tells us
r0 MorQ'

of a kind of war with the Trieftines, which was foon

made up at the pope's interceftion a
; but of this we find

no mention in any other hiftorian. The winter was taken A.D.1463.

up in preparations to oppofe the Turks, who, after —•

the furrender of Conftantinople, and ruin of the Grecian

empire, were defirous of feizing on the Morea as a de-

pendency on their conquefts. Thomas and Demetrius,
the princes of this province, had three years before of-

fered the Venetians to put the Morea into their hands,
for an equivalent in Italy

b
; but Demetrius giving his

daughter in marriage to Mahomet, and going over to the

Turks, fruftrated that defign. Thomas made fome re-

fiftance, near the ftreights, to the incurfions of Othoman ;

but finding himfelf unequal to the power of that mon-
arch, he fled into Italy. The Grecian dominion being
extinct in the Morea, the Venetians ftill held the towns

they long pofTerTed in that province : however, the en- War in tht

croachments of Othoman obliged them at length to take Manm*

arms in defence of the trade and fubjects of the republic
in that quarter. It was with great caution the Venetians
entered upon this important war : Victor Capello, their

admiral, refufed to fuccour Lefbos and Mitylene, though
both iflands offered to put themfelves under the protec-
tion of the republic. The fenate even patted over Otho-
man's infractions of the late treaty, by crofting the

ftreights of Gallipolis, left thereby they mould draw on
a war with this potent monarch. They proceeded fo far

in their pacific meafures as to be taxed with indifference

a Cron. Venet. *> Sabel. lib. viii.dec. iii. etiam. Csepio
Com. apud Sabeh

and
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and coolnefs for the Chriftian religion ; but they wifely
withftood all attempts to engage themfelves in war, till

the defence of their own rights and property rendered

it unavoidable. Now a ftrong fleet under Loretano was

equipped, and an army of fifteen thqufand land-forces

fent to befiege Argers (A), lately taken by the Turks.

Bertoklo d'Efte, who commanded the army, foon made
himfelf mailer of this city, defended by a fmall garrifon,
and gave it to be plundered by the foldiers. Bafilia (B)
was next reduced, after which exploit, he marched

through the territory of Corinth, and encamped on the

fea^coaft, where Loretano rode at anchor with the fleet.

Here d'Efte and Loretano began a very laborious and
ufeful work, which they completed in fifteen days : they
fortified with a wall and double moat the whole length o£

the {freights, from the -ZEgean to the Ionian fea, about

four thoufand paces. Thirty thoufand men, we are told,

were employed in this work, finiihed with no lefs ftrength

TU ris de- than expedition . .Six thoufand Turks who lay before

jeated. Corinth, endeavoured all in their power to obftru£i the

workmen, but they were conftantly repulfed. In the

mean time d'Efte fent Coyoni with a detachment to

feize upon Mififtrate, where, after having reduced the coun~

try round, and taken the town, he was killed in an af-

fault upon the citadel. The city of Londaria was like-

wife fdzed by another detachment, after which d'Efte

marched with the whole army to befiege Corinth : the

attack was made on the weft, north, and eaft fides ; that

.on the latter fucceeded, for Attelano having broke down
the walls with his cannon, {formed the breach and ef-

fected a lodgment. D'Efte in viewing the batteries was

killed the next day by a cannon Ihot, which accident,

with a furious fally of the enemy, and the approach of

the Turkiih army, determined the Venetians to abandon

the liege and retire to Napoli (C), where they were foofi

c Sabel. ibid. Caepio apud Sabel. Montan. lib. v.

(\) Arger?, or ^rgo, a ci- by Bifforians whether this city

ty a few "miles fouth of Co- was Napoli di Romagnia,
riirh. ntuatted at the head of the

B Bafilia, or Bafiiico, a gulf, or Napoli de Mal-
'

forified town north of Co- vafia, a city farther fonth,

h, iituated opon the coait at the extremity of the Mo-
nro, rca ; probably it was the

(C) .eft at a lofs former.

followed
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followed by an army of fifty thoufand horfe and thirty
thoufand foot d

. The Turks immediately undertook the TJteTurh

fiege, and cut off a party of the garrifon that had with ^fiege

more bravery than conducl: fallied out upon them
-, but ^apolu

Bertino, who fucceeded d'Efte in the command, exert-

ed himfelf fo vigoroufly, that with his fmall army he
forced the Turks to aban Ion the fiege.

The Turks, having raifed the fiege of Napoli, ravaged Ralfe tht

the territory of Modon, and ciofely inverted Zanchio, an As*,

enterprize which the bravery of Giovanni Craflb the go-
vernor fruftrated. Upon this mifcarriage, they retired

out of the Morea, aiid left the Venetians at liberty to fack

and deftroy the towns garrifoned by Turks c
.

To keep the republic in full employment, a war with War with

the Trieftines arofe. The German merchants trading to
t"e r̂ufm

Iftria ufed to bring their goods to Cap Iftria, and other \

towns of the province, palling over Triefte, on account
of a particular impositions on all foreign commodities.
The Trieftines inftead of taking oil the tax, had recourfe
to the emperor Frederic, befeeching him that he would

oblige the German merchants to frequent their markets,
and prohibit the commodities of the empire to be carried

to any other town within the province. The emperor
paying no great attention to their requeft, they determin-
ed to ufe force ; upon which the inhabitants of Cap Iftria

fent ambaiTadors to beg the protection of the doge and
fenate of Venice. An envoy was immediately fent to the

Trieftines, to defire they would abftain from molefting
the inhabitants of Cap Iftria; at the fame time a fqua-
dron was ordered to anchor in the gulf of Triefte, to

keep the city in awe and give weight to the embafly.-
The Trieftines, however, continued their meafures, which
determined the fenate upon fending a land army to lay

fiege to the city: for this purpofe three thoufand horfe, A. D.T46*,"
four thoufand foot, and a train of artillery, were (hipped
under the conducl: of four Venetian noblemen. The city
was immediately invefted, and .the fiege carried on with

great vigour for the greater part of the autumn : feveral

furious faljies were made from the town ; and the Veneti-

ans, on the other hand, having made a breach in the

walls, repeated their aftaults: at lnft, the pope interfering,
at his mediation the fiege was railed, on condition that

his hoJinefs would abftain from profecuting Sigifmund

d Aur. cit. ibid. « Sabel. ibid. Cepio. ibiJ. Bar.ie. Hi ft.

Allemagn. vol. v.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. W.Gvvu- Malatefta,
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Malatefta, whom he at that time blocked up in Arimini.

Thus did the Trieftine war end with the operations of

one campaign, alter the garrifon had been reduced to

great extremities f
.

The Venetian fleet and army having wintered in the

Morea, were ready early in the fpring to take the field ;

but orders were fent that they fhould wait for the ani-

val of Urfo Juftiniano, appointed to take the command
of the fleet and army from Loretano and Bertino. Be*

fore his arrival an encounter happened, in which the Ve-
netians loft fifteen hundred of their men, with Attendulo

who commanded, near Modon. Urfo arrived at Modon
a few days after, and taking upon him the command of

the fleet, left part of the forces in the Morea with Bertino,
and failed with the reft direclly to Mitylene, which he

The Vene- attacked with great vigour. This was the capital of tl?e

tians lay illand of that name in the Archipelago, taken a few

fie*e to Mi-
years before by the Turks. A breach being made in the

tylene. wails, Urfo ordered it to be itormed, where, after a

bloody action for fome honrs, he was at lad repulfed
with great lofs, and forced to abandoned the enterprize

g .

Quitting Mitylene, he went to Negropont, where, re-

fiecYmg on his mifcaniage, he died of a lownefs and op-

prelhon of fpirits. Giacomo Loretano was fent to take

the command of the fleet, which failed upon the death

of Urfo to the Morea. Sigifmund Malatefta was appoint-
ed general of the army, and both the commanders imme-

diately fet out with a fmali fquadron and a reinforcement

of one thoufand horfe to join the forces. Malatefta found
the army in a miferable condition after the death of At-
tendulo: he complained loudly of the injury done his re-

putation in appointing him general of a handful of dif-

eafed broken troops, oppofed to a numerous and power-
ful enemy : however, refolved to make the moft of his

Sparta bt- condition, he marched and laid fiege to Sparta ; but, af-

fuged ter continuing two months before the wails, he was
forced to abandon the enterprize

h
. During the fiege

of Sparta, Loretano with the fleet made a defcent on
Rhodes, returning, after he had wafted the ifland, to Ne-

gropont, Thus ended trje campaign without any memo-
rable aclion performed fince the arrival of Malatefta and
Loretano.

f Sabell. lib. viii. dec. it?. g Sabell. ibid. h Amelot.
Hiik. Venet. vol. ii, p. *.

Early
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Early in the fpring, Loretano refolved to pafs the
A.D.1465;

ftreights of Gallipoli, but was fruftrated in the attempt _. -

by the ftrength of the Turkiih forts on each coaft. The
whole fummer was fpent in expectation of the event of

pope Piub's endeavours to excite the other Chriftian

powers againft the Turks ; but his holinefs dying at

Ancona, where he went to meet the. ambaffadors of dif-

ferent potentates, the whole enterprize ended in fend-

ing a (lender remittance of money to Matthias, of Hun-

gary '. The plague raging in Napoli di Romagna, Ma-
latefta retired with the army to Laconia, where he win-

tered, having attempted nothing during the whole feafon.

Victor Capello was fent next year to fucceed Loretano ;

but no reinforcement was given to Malatefta. Capello
failed to Aulida, which, with Larfa, he took, after a vi-

gorous refiftance. He afterwards patted into the gulf of
A.D.T466.

Corinth, upon the promife of the inhabitants to deftroy
the garrifon, and put the town of Patras into his hands.

Here Barbadico, the proveditor, landing, and entering
Patras, the foldiers immediately fell a pillaging, during
which they were attacked by a body of Turkiih horfe, and
defeated ; not above a thoufand, out of four times that

number, efcaping. Barbadico was killed in the tumult,
and being afterwards known by his armour, his body
was impaled

k
. Capello, not difcouraged by this lofs,

landed all the forces, and furioufly attacked the city ; but Venetians

was repulfed by a vigorous fally, and forced, after great defeated

flaughter of his men, to feek refuge on board the fleet. befirePw

He was fo much affected by this lofs, that he fell fick
trau

and died of grief a few days after '.

The republic, in the mean time, was involved in a

war in Italy, in fupport of Bartholomeo of Bergamo, who
came to a rupture with Ferdinand of Naples. However,
before their troops joined him, a battle was fought,
which brought on a peace. The next year was memo-

A.D.146?.
rable for the lofs of Negropont, which the Turks took in .

defpite of all the attempts of the Venetian fleet, and ob-

ftinate defence of the befieged. All the garrifon was put
to the fword, and not even the fick, the decrepid, wo-

men, or children fpared
m

. This lofs greatly affected the

republic : the barrier of Italy was now in the hands of

the enemy •,
and nothing remained but to lament the in-

i Hift. des Papes, la Vie de Pio. Baron, torn. viii. Ha. prsef.
* Sabel. lib. viii. dec. itt. 1 Ibid, etiam Sanfov. Cron.

Venet. » Sabel. ibid- Carcol. l\b. iii. apud. Baron.

G 2 dolenee,
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dolence, inactivity, and avarice, which had produced the

calamity. The fenate, when it was too late, augmented
the fleet with forty-five additional fail ; a force more than

fufficient to have protected this important place, though
unable to recover it. Nicolao Canalis, who commanded
the fleet, determining, if poffible, to regain the public

elteem, which he had undefervedly forfeited for not co-

vering Negropont, to which his ftrength was inadequate,
failed immediately in queft of the Turkifh fleet, which
had quitted that place a few days before he was joined by

Venieri, and the fleet from Venice. He got fight of

the enemy at Chios ; but the Turkifh admiral found

means to elude an engagement. He then fleered his

courfe back to Negropont, in hopes to furprife it ; but

the attempt mifcarried, with the lofs of two hundred

men, and Giovanni Trono, one of the braveft officers of

the fleet. Here he was fuperfeded by Pietro Mocenigo,
to whom Canalis faid, that had he remained longer in

his office, he doubted not of recovering Negropont. Mo-
cenigo replied, that if his hopes were well founded, he

would willingly fufpend his authority for the good of

the public ; and at the fame time offered him all the af-

fiftance he could in a fubaltern capacity : an inftance of

public fpirit rarely compatible with private ambition n
.

Canalis, however, declined continuing in a flation of

which he was deprived by the republic, and returned to

Venice ; from whence, immediately on his arrival, he
was banifhed for life. Thus did this unfortunate officer

fall a victim to popular difcontent, and the mifconduct
of the adminiftration °.

Mocenigo no fooner aflumed the command than he re-

turned with the fleet to the Morea, there to winter, de-

ferring to enter upon action till the fpring. Othoman

fpent the winter endeavouring to conclude a peace with

the Venetians ; for this politic prince apprehended, left

his having poffeffion of Negropont might excite other

Chriftian powers againft him : he was therefore defirous

of taking off the chief maritime flate by a peace, or, if

nothing was concluded, to amufe the republic by nego-
ciations from paying proper attention to their armaments.
How long this treaty, which Othoman fet on foot, might
have lafted we know not : from this time to the death

of the doge nothing is related by hiftorians befides an al-

n Sabel. lib. ix. dec. iii. Amelot. Hift. Venet. torn. ii. p. 2#

! Ibid.

liancc
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liance formed with the fophi of Perfia p, which was con-

cluded a few months before Moro died, and three years
after the lofs of Negropont. Moro's reign was unfortu- A.D.1470.

nate, from his indolence and want of vigour.

N ICO LAO TRONO, Doge LXVIIL

NICOLAO TRONO was eleded by the unanimous
A.D.1471.

confent of the fenate and people to the fupreme magis-

tracy : his reign, though not very long, was profperous, Nicolao

the event confirming the judicious choice of the fenate. Trono*

Upon his acceffion, with the confent and approbation of

the republic, he fent ambafTadors to the pope and Ferdi-

nand, to exhort them to arm againft the common enemy
of Chriftendom : he likewife difpatched an envoy to

the king of Cyprus, with fimilar inftru&ions, all of

whom received the ftrongeft aflurances of powerful fuc-

cours.

Little was performed this year by the fleet under Mo- A.D.147*.

cenigo, befides the furprifal of fome unimportant places
7

in Ionia, and protecting Lemnos, upon which the Turks
meditated a defcent. Early in the fpring he fet fail for

Ada Minor, where he wafted deftroyed, and fpread ter-

ror all over the coafts, defeating the enemy in feveral en-

counters. On his return to the Morea he was joined by
Ferdinand's admiral : having victualled the fleet at Mo-
don, without waiting for the pope's auxiliaries he failed

directly for Rhodes, where he defeated a Turkilh fqua-
dron that lay before the chief city, and blocked up the

Chriftian inhabitants : having likewife deftroyed all the

enemy's forts and works in the iiland, he fet fail for Ca-

praria, and joined the pope's flee r

, under the conduct of a

legate
q

. Mutual compliments and congratulations hav-

ing pafled, Mocenigo failed with his whole fleet, coniift-

ing of forty-fix Venetian gallies, thirty-feven auxiliary

veffels, and two gallies from Rhodes, in all eighty-five

gallies, for Satalia, which city he refolved to attack.

The troops being landed, the trenches were opened, and Venetians

the city furrendered in a few days : all the rich merchan- attack and

dize of the Eaft, cinnamon, cloves, and fpices, with great df*
r°y

quantities of rich filks, were burnt and plundered by the

foldiers, and then the citadel was ftormed. The firft

wall was taken after a bloody encounter ; but the fcaling
ladders proving too fhort for the interior wall, Mocenigo

Baron; torn. viii. SabeU q Vie des Papes, torn. iv.

G 3 was
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was forced to raife the fiege, which he did with great re-

luctance 1

". Thence he failed to Rhodes, where he met
with the Perfian ambaffador, who came to folicit a fup-

ply of fire-arms and a train of artillery for his mailer, to

begin the war with the Turks, which Mocenigo promis-

ing, difmiffed him highly fatisfied with the fuccefs of his

embafTy \
Turks m~

rp-^g Turks \n tr, e mean time were not idle; for a
*>

] arge corps entering Italy eroded the river Sancino, and

fpread terror and defolation over the whole country of

Friuli, but advanced no farther. Paul the Second, feeing
the danger to which Italy and the church were expofed,
fummoned a council, at which the ambafiadors of a great
number of princes and flares attended. Paolo Morofmi
was fent by the republic: this minifter reprefented, in an

elegant and pathetic oration, the (hare the republic had

for a feries of years taken in oppofing the Turks, and

defending the Chriftian religion : he affirmed, that Ve-
nice alone had fuftained the whole weight of the Otho-

man power in Thrace, Illyrium, and the iflands of the

Archipelago; but that the enemy was now, through the

indolence of the Chriftian princes, arrived at fuch a

pitch of power, as not only threatened the extinction of

the republic, but of Italy and even of all Europe. Fre-

deric the Third was prefent ; to him Morofmi chiefly
addrefled himfelf, affirming there was now a pcffibility

of cruihing the proud Othoman, if h;s Imperial majefty
would undertake the Chriftian caufe with chearfulnefs

equal to his great power. Baronius relates, that the em-

peror flept while the fecurity of the church was debated,
io foundly that not the noife of the Turkifh cannon could

have waked him. Indeed, fays Campanus, nothing could

have withftood Freceric had he fought half fo vigorouily
as he fnoied: fuch was the refult of the council from

which fo much was expected.

Mocenigo was in the mean time ravaging the coafts of

Alia towards Chios and the promontory of Thermena :

here Ferdinand's fleet parted with him and retired for

Jtfnrenigo the winter, notwithstanding which reparation, Mocenigo
takes refolved to lay fiege to Smyrna. Sailing from NefTo the

Smyrna* fleet arrived in three d-iys before the city, to the no lefs

aftonifhment than confufion of the inhabitants: willing
to make the moft of their condensation Mocegino landed

the troops, and inftantly aflaulted the walls with irrefift-

r Sabell. lib. ix. dec. iii. s Baron, ubi fupra.

ible
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ible vigour. The foldiers' no fooner entered the town
than a horrible (laughter began without diftin&ion of age or

fex ; all were put to the (word, in defpite of Mocenigo's
endeavours to prevent this maflacre ; the city was laid

wafte, and immenfe fums of gold and filver coin, plate,

jewels, and other rich booty taken. The governor of the Defeats tht

province, having collected a confiderable army, marched Turks.

againif. the Venetians, who gave him fo warm a recep-

tion, that the Turks were utterly defeated and broke,

though the action was not of fufficient duration to make
the number of flain confiderable. After this engage-
ment, the Venetians returned to the city, and in re-

venge laid it in alhes l
. Thence the fleet fleered to Cla-

zomene, which having plundered, Mocenigo returned to

Napoli in the Morea to winter (D). The pope's legate
returned with his fleet to Italy, after paying the highefl

compliments to the Venetian admiral upon his conduct
and fuccefs. Mocenigo difpatched the Perfian ambafia-

dor in a galley to Venice : upon which the fenate not

only granted his demand, of a large train of artillery
and (tores ; but likewife fent great quantities of gold
and filver curioufly wrought plate, a fum of gold du-

cats, and feveral pieces of fine Verona fcarlet cloth, to

Uffan Caflan.

Afterwards Mocenigo (leered his courfe towards Cili-

cia, and entering the harbour of Theodora, near Selufia,

he found ambaffadors from CafTambet, the Caramanian,
brother to Piraneet, king of Cilicia, who came to requefl

hjs alliftance in the reduction of Sechin, Coria, and Se-

leucia. CaiTambet doubted not but the furrender of thofe

three cities would re-e(tabliih his family in the regal dig-

nity, from which they were expelled by Othoman. The

t Sabell. lib. ix. dec. iii. La Vie des Pap. torn. iv.

(D) While Mocenigo lay at parted, and hnd actually fet

Napoli, a young Sicilian, who fire to both. The flames were

had been taken by the Turks foon extinguifhed, and the St-

and carried to Gallipoli, hav- cilian taken and carried before

ing made his eicape, came to Othoman, where he behaved

him and. undertook to fet fire with incredible magnanimity.
to the Turkifh fleet and ma- Being put to death, the fenate

gazines, if he would give his fettled a penfion on his family
confent. The admiral com- in reward of his bravery (1).

mending his courage he de-

(i) Sabell. lib. ix. dec. iii- Baron. A. 1472. Coriolan. lib. ii.

G 4 plan
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Takes Re- P^an °f ^ e operations of the fleet and army being fettled,

chin, Co- iiechin was attacked with great fury, and carried* through
ria, and the vigour and conduct of Mocegino. Coria and Seleucia
Seltutia. fhared the fame fate foon after, though the Turks exerted

all the hall, courage, and power they were poflcfled of,

in their defence u
. Thus the Caraman brothers were re-

inltated in the kingdom of Cilicia, and Othoman depriv-
ed of one of his richeft provinces by the vigour, addrefs,

and intrepidity of the Venetian admiral. From hence he

failed to Cyprus, where he found James, the old ally and

friend of the republic, on his death-bed. The king,
who was married to Catherine Zeno, a Venetian lady of

quality, recommended his queen to the protection of

Mocenigo and the republic, in oppofition to his filler

Charlotta, who claimed the kingdom, in the moft pathe-
tic and moving terms

•,
and Charlotta, upon the death of

her brother, fent an embafTy to Mocenigo, acquainting
him with her claim, and requeuing his ailiftance. Mo-

cenigo anfwered the ambafladors with great" refpect, in-

formed them of the king's will, and his own promife,
as well as the duty of the republic, to protect Catherine.

During his flay at Cyprus, the queen was delivered of a

fon, of whom fhe was pregnant at the death of the

king ; and a few days afterwards advice arrived of the

death of the doge
w
, who, during a fhort adminiftration

of two years, had difplayed every quality which could

gain the hearts of the people, and the efteem and refpeci
of foreign ftates.

N ICO LAO MARC E LLO, Doge LXIX.

Vuolao THE fenate elected Nicolao Marcello, a nobleman of

Marcsik.
great prudence, to the ducal chair. Marcello purfued
the plan laid down by Trono, and was too wife to change
men and meafures, which were attended with all imagin-
able fuccefs.

After the doge's death, Mocenigo failed, towards the

end of aufumn, to the Morea, and wintered at Modon,
leaving a fquadron at Cyprus under Cornaro, for the de-

fence and fecurity of the ifland. In the beginning of

the fummer he received advice of commotions and fac-

tions excited in Cyprus, which endangered the fafety of

the queen and kingdom. The juncture was too critical

to admit of delay ; he flattened thither, but before his

M Sabel. lib. ix. dec. iii. Baron, torn. viii. fal. An. hoc.
Sabel. lib. x. dec. iii. Campan. apud Baron, ibid.

arrival,
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arrival, Cornaro, with his nephew Bembo, were mur-

dered in a confpiracy formed by the bifhop*, the queen's

phyhcian, and other perfons of diftincYion : the queen
herfelf was likewife clofely befieged in the citadel. Sou-

ranza, the proveditor, who was difpatched with eight

gallies, arrived fome days before the fleet \ but finding
his force too flender to quell the confpirators, he had re-

courfe to negociations, which, however, terminated in

nothing. Mocegino at laft arriving, itruck fuch terror

into the rebels, that they quitted the fiege, and many
left the illand

•,
but the diligence of the admiral wa3 i'o

great,
that he feized upon the ringleaders of the rebellion

and murderers of Cornaro, all ot whom he initantly put
to death. Soon after he received a comrnifTion from the

doge and fenate, appointing him governor of Cyprus
x
.

After he had reftored tranquillity in the illand, thinking
it more for the advantage of the republic that he mould
enter upon action, he departed to relieve Scutari, theri

befieged by a powerful Turkiih fleet and army, leaving
Souranza with a fufficient force, deputy-governor, for the

protection of the queen and kingdom (E).

Othoman, who thought the poiTenion of Scutari a ne- Turks be-

cefiary ftep towards acquiring the dominion of Italy, to fiege S;u-

which he afpired, fent Solyman with ten thoufand ja-
taru

nirlaries and feventy thoufand other troops, with a prodi-

gious train of artillery, and a itrong fleet, to invert this

city. The trenches were opened, a bridge was thrown
over the river Bojana, and the batteries played furioufly

againft the walls. At this time Mocenigo ^, failing up
the Bojana, as far as it was navigable, landed the troops,
and encamped within five miles of the city, giving no-

tice by rockets of his approach. The Turks endeavour-

ing to block up the fleet brought on an action, in which

they were totally defeated, leaving Mocenigo mailer of

the river. Cornovich of Sclavonia being How in his ope-

x Sabel. lib. x. dec. iii. y Barcn. torn. viii.

(E) Scutari, the ancient was the ancient Epirus, now
Scodra, (lands on the river part of Dalmatia, commonly
Bojana, iffuing from the lake diilinguiihed by the name

Scutari, on the eait fide of Albania. The city ftands on
the gulf of Venice, almofl: op- the declivity of a nillofdifti-

pofire to the gulf of Mature - cult afbent, and is ftrong both

donia, on the Italian coait. by art and nature.—Atlas Uni-
The country where it Hands verfelle.

rations,
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ratidtts, and the city hard prefTed, the admiral refolved

to fuccour it at all events, a defign which he effected with
a conduct and refolution hardly to be paralleled in hifto-

fy
z
. Seizing on the bridge Solyman had thrown over the

river, which was defended by ftrong batteries and a large

body of troops, he forced two thoufand men, with a con-

fiderable quantity of provifion and ammunition, into the

city, amidft the enemy's fire, and through 3 quarter of

their camp commanded by Aii Beg. This reinforcement

enabled Loretano the governor to fuftain the general af-

fault next day. Solyman thinking the breach consider-

able enough, ordered it to be ftormed by ten thoufand ja-

A D 14.74.
fiiffar iesJ fupported by the reft of the army. The action

- was dreadful for near two hours, when at length the

Turks were driven from the walls with great flaughrer :

the garrifon fallying out after them flew the confuted
Turks de- r

Jurks
'm heaps, leaving about four thoufand dead upon

fcate .

t^ e £ ei^ after w^icj-j carnage they returned into the city,

laden with rich booty and glory. In a word, Solyman,
tired out with the obftinacy of the befieged, broke up
his camp and retired to Macedonia, after he had fpent
three months and loft twenty thoufand of his beft troops
before Scutari *

(F).

Mocenigo on account of his health, returned to Ve-

nice, as foon as he had accomplished his bufinefs at

Scutari ; and Marepietro, who was left with the fleet,

retired to a wholfomer air, the crews being fickly, from

the moift air of the river, and the umvholfome vapours
exhaled from the marfhes. Great rejoicings were made
at Venice on advice that Scutari was relieved : pre fen ts

were fent to the governor Loretano, and the whole garri-

fon was rewarded according to their merit. As to Moce-

nigo he was received with the moft extraordinary honours ;

prefents were heaped upon him, and a few days after his

arrival he received the juft reward of his fidelity, intiepi-

x Sanfov. delle Vit. Prin. Sabel. lib. x. dec. iir. a Sibell,

lib. x. dec. iii. Cepio apud Sabel. ibid.

(F) The greateft diftrefs the that the Turks were no fooner

garrifon felt was from the retired than the foldiers crowd-

want of water, which mult ed in great numbers to the river,

have compelled them to fur- where they drank to fuch ex-

render had Solyman per fi fled cefs that many of them pe^
a few days longer. So eager rifhed.

were they for this element,

dity,
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dity, and prudence *,
for Marcello dying he was unanl*

moufly appointed his fuccefTor b
. Marcello's reign was

{hort, not exceeding a year and two months : he died

much regretted and efteemed, but his lofs was the lefs

obfervedon account of the mining qualities and extiaor-

dinary virtues of Mocenigo.

PIETRO MOCENIGO, Doge LXX.

MOCENIGO, on his acceflion to the ducal throne, A. D 1475-

refolved to take vigorous meafures for profecuting the —
;

Turkifh war: his nrft a£t, of authority was appointing
Ptet

.

ro ^°"

Loretano, who had fo bravely defended Scutari, to be cap-
5 '

tain of the gallies. In the fpring Solyman undertook the

fiege of Lepanto, with an army of thirty thoufand men,
of which Loretano receiving intelligence failed from Po-

la, where he wintered, to the relief of the city. On his

way thither he took and funk a large Genoefe argofy,
laden with Turkifh merchandize of immenfe value*, then

failing to Lepanto he entered the harbour, and fupplied
the town fo plentifully, that Solyman's attempts were

baffled, after he had fpent four months in the fiege, and
loll near five thoufand men c

. The Turkifh fleet fleered

for Lemnos, and laying fiege to Coccina furioufly bat-

tered the walls : the enemy were preparing to ftorm the

town, when Loretano feafonably arrived, and con drain-

ed the infidels to raife the fiege and abandon the ifland d
:

after this nothing was done for the remainder of the fea-

fon. Before the fucceeding fpring Mocenigo died, with A.D.t476.
the reputation of the braveft captain and wifeft politician —
Venice had produced for a great number of years. There
was a modefty and moderation in his carriage and con->

duel: peculiar to real merit ; nor did his virtues appear
till they were drawn forth into a&ion, his diffidence and

referve throwing a cloud over his great abilities : it was
faid of him that chance only gained him reputation ; for

had not the occafions of the ftate furnifhed an opportu-

nity of difplaying his capacity and courage, he would
have died as low in the efteem of mankind as now he

was defervedly exalted. His extreme bafhfulnefs gave
him an air of timidity and weaknefs, which only his ex-

traordinary actions could prevent men's con (truing to his

prejudice. In fhort, no man ever more faithfully ferved

b Sanfov. delle Vit. Prin. c Sabell. lib. x. dec. iii.

«
Jbicj.

his
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his country, and no flate ever returned I113 fervices with
more gratitude and efteem c

.

Andrea
Vendraml-

Turks be-

fiegeCroia.

Are de-

feated*

Return to

the charge,
and beat

the Vene-

Uansi

ANDREA VENDRAMINO, Doge LXXL

THE funeral obfequies of this valuable prince having
been duly celebrated, the fenate met for the election of

a fucceflbr. Their choice fell upon Andrea Vendrami-

no, more remarkable for his age than any qualities of his

mind, he being at this time in his eighty-fourth year.
He was not long eftablifhed in his authority when the

Turks laid fiege to Croia, a city of Albania. The army
of the befiegers confiiled of ten thoufand horfe and foot,
with a numerous train of artillery : they had battered the

walls for two months before the garrifon had any prof-

peel: of relief. At laft Antoniato Doria and Lodovico
Tefernato aflembled a corps of two thoufand Venetians
and other Italians, with which fmall force they deter-

mined to hazard a battle f
. On approaching the enemy

they drew up in a fquare, the foot being intermixed with
the horfe : in this manner they advanced againfl the in-

fidels, who came out of their lines to meet them. The
battle began, and courage and addrefs were Oppofed to

multitudes : the Turks at laft began to give way
-

t their

ranks being once broke, they found it impofhble to rally,
the Venetians prefTed them fo clofc. In this manner
were they driven to their intrenchments, where they
were purfued and entirely defeated, with the lofs of one
half of their army : their camp was taken, and in it

an incredible rich booty, which was wholly divided

among the foldiers in reward of their bravery, the com-
manders generoufly refigning their {hare to the private
men 2.

Next day the Turks, having joined their detachments,
returned and aflailed the Venetians with great fury: they
were, notwithflanding the fuddennefs oi the attack, re-

ceived with bravery, and would have been defeated a fe-

cond time had the cavalry done their duty ; but the horfe,

being put in diforder, abandoned the field, leaving the

foot to fuftain the whole force of the enemy. This they
did, animated by the example of Contareni the provedi-
tor and other efficers, with amazing firmnefs : but their

number being greatly diminifhed, and Contareni killed,

e Baron, torn. viii. Sanfov. delle Vit. Prin.

5 Sabs!, lib. x. dec. iii.

* Sabel. ibid,

they
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they were entirely furrounded. Refolved to make one
more effort, they foimed. themfelves into a wedge, and

pulhed through the enemy's ranks, with prodigious

Slaughter on both fides: by this exertion a few of thofe

brave men efcaped, and, what is remarkable, carried off

their (hare of the booty. The Turks, though they were
matters of the field, did not care to refume the fiege, but

encamped at fome diftance from Croia, waiting for rein-

forcements h
.

The death of Contareni, and fo many intrepid foldi-

crs, was greatly lamented at Venice, nor was the fafety
of Croia efleemed equivalent to this lofs : but what aug- a.D 1476.
mented the confirmation and grief of the fenate, was in-

telligence that the Turks, in fpite of all their precaution,
had broke a fecond time ir.to Italy.

When thefe infidels retired, after their firft incurfion

into the province of Friuli, the Venetians drew a line

and ftrong works from the bridge at Goricia to the

marfhes of Aquileia : this they imagined would be a fuf-

ficient barrier againft the farther attempts of the enemy ;

but they were no lefs amazed than terrified at hearing Turks em-

thal a powerful army was encamped on the banks of the ter Italy,

river Lizonza. The troops, who defended the works, be-

haved with all imaginable courage, and would have foil-

ed the endeavours of the enemy, had they efcaped a

fnare laid for them by the Turkifh general. The Vene-
tians being defeated, the Turks were at liberty to pro-

ceed, which they did, laying wafte the whole province
i
.

Immediately the fenate difpatched a fleet and body of

forces to oppofe their progrefs, but the infidels had re-

tired before their arrival. As the doge was taking mea-
fures to relieve and fecure the province from future A.D.1477.
invafions he died, after a reign of one year and eight
months k

(G).

h Cepio apud Sabell. ibid. i Morofin. Hift. lib, vi.

Sabell. lib. x. dec. tii- k Sanfov. delle Vit. Prin.

(G) It was in this prince's Mahomet hearing of his fame

reign that fine paintings were fent for him, and upon his

firft feen in Venice. Gentile executing fome mafterly pieces,
Bellino finifhed the beautiful conferred very extraordina-

ceiiings and pieces in the coun- ry honours and prefents on
-Cil chamber. After peace was him.

proclaimed with the Turks,

GIOVANNI
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GIOVANNI MOCENIGO, Doge LXXIL

Giovanni GIOVANNI MOCENIGO, brother to Pictro, a man
Mocemgo. fcarce m fe rior \n merit to that excellent prince, was

raifed to the ducal dignity, to the great fatisfa&ion of the

people, who equally refpecled him for his own virtue

and his brother's memory.
The Turks, after this retreat from Friuli, refumed the

c •

fiege of Croia, and at laft reduced the place, after an ob-

taken. ftinate defence. Immediately they inverted Scutari, with

an army of forty thoufand men, provided with every ne-

ceflary : Othoman himfelf arrived before the trenches

were opened, with another army {till more numerous.

Though the garrifon did not exceed two thoufand men,

yet, relying on the ftrength of the place and fpecdy afiift-

ance, they made preparations for a vigorous defence.

Othoman's batteries began to play, and foon effected a

breach, which he ordered to be ftormed. The aflault

was furious and the defence valiant ; Antonio Legiero,
the proveditor, who commanded in chief, omitted no-

thing which became an experienced and good officer.

The Turks, we are told, fhot fuch quantities of arrows

iij the different afiaults, that the garrifon for months
ufed no other fuel. The moats round the town were
rilled with heaps of {lain, which produced a fterrth into-

lerable to the befiegers, and was one caufe of Mahomet's

relinquifhing the enterprize : he made feveral attempts
to clean fe the ditch, but was always attacked with fo

much refolution as obliged him to retire. At laft, wea-
ried out with the tedioufnefs of the (lege, and perceiving
the great diminution of his army, he ordered a retreat

to be founded, and broke up his camp with precipitation,
the invincible garrifon fallying out on his rear, and de-

ftroying multitudes of his troops
l
. Hiflorians tell us

that the fiege lafted eight months, and coft Othoman no
lefs than thirty thoufand men, a number almofl incredi-

ble, if we confider the fmall force of the garrifon.

A.D. 147?. During the fiege of Scutari, Mahomet detached a body— of thirty thoufand men to enter Italy by the fords of Li-

Dijficult zonza ; but finding thefe ftrictly guarded, the infidels
m
£

r

r °i
turnec* towards Mefan, marching to the foot of the moun-

*

writhe tains, and propofing to enter Germany by paths thoughttm

Alps. impaiTable : they proceeded horfe and foot, over preci-

i Sabel. lib. x. dec. ii. Coriolan. lib. iii. Baron.

pices
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pices and mountains almoft impracticable. Where die

rocks were fo deep as rendered it impoffible for horfes

either to mount or defcend, they had recourfe to engines,

by means of which the cavalry were drawn up or let

down at pleafure ; a method which mufl have protracted
their march to a great length, as their horfe amounted to

twelve thoufand. Having thus conquered one part of thfe

Alps, they defcended to the i foot of mount Cargna :

where they received intelligence that the next mountain
was defended by a great number of the natives, through
which they muft either fight their way or return. Deter-

mining upon the former they began climbing the moun-
tains by means of hooks and grapples contrived for the

purpofe, at fight of which, the natives were fo terrified

that they abandoned their polls, leaving the Turks at li-

berty to purfue their march. In this manner did they
enter Germany, where they committed horrid devafta-

tions.

Othoman, having raifed the fiege of Scutari, inveiled

Liffa, on the banks of the river Drimon, and took it,

together with two Venetian gallies which lay in the har-

bour (H). Here commifiioners were fent to treat about Ptacewitk

peace, which at length was concluded, upon thefe cow-theTurh.

ditions, that Scutari, together with Tenarus, a promon-
tory in Laconia, mould be ceded to Othoman, and that

the fenate mould annually fend him a tribute of eight
thoufand crowns : he, on the other hand, granting the

Venetian merchants particular commercial privileges

within his dominions'11
. Scutari was accordingly fnrren-

dered, and of two thoufand men v/ho compofed the gar-
rifon when the fiege began, only four hundred and fifty

remained : they chofe rather to abandon the town and
Leek their fortune in the Morea than live under Othoman,

though, out of regard for their courage, he offered them

very extraordinary and tempting immunities and re-

wards.

The ifland of Zant was like to be the occafion of re-

newing the war ; the Turkifh fleet having made a de-

fcent upon it, when Loretano the Venetian admiral com-

ing up forced them to relinquish the enterprize. Otho-

«n Baron, ibid. Sabel. ibid.

(H) He ordered all the pri- and there maflacred in cold

Toners, amounting to two thou- blood.

fand
?

to be carried to Marbeg,
man
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man would have punifhed his officers for an infraction of

the peace; but they excufed themfelves by affirming they
were ignorant of the treaty".

Before the republic was clear of this dangerous war
{he found herfelf involved in another, in defence of the

liberties of her ally the republic of Florence. The occa-

fion was a confpiracy formed againft the family of Me-
dicis, by which Juliano de Medicis was murdered, and
his brother Lorenzo in imminent danger of his life. Sal-

veato, archbilhop of Pifa, was the author of this plot 5

him the Florentines immediately hanged, and imprifoned
a nephew of pope Sixtus, who was fuppofed to be a con-

War with federate in the confpiracy. The pope, enraged againft
tkipope. tlie republic for .the affront offered his nephew, firft in*

terdicted the Florentines, and then raifed an army to in-

flict temporal punifhment. Frederic of Urbino> and Al-

phonfo, duke of Calabria, the inveterate enemies of Flo-

rence, were appointed generals, with orders to march di-

rectly into Tufcaity °. The Florentines, finding them-
felves unable to cope with this powerful army, folicited

the fuccour of the Venetians, which at that time they
were not capable of affording in a manner fuitable to

their inclinations and the majefty of the republic : but

the Turkifh war being ended, next feafon they fent a

powerful body of horfe, under the conduct of Carolo

Montone, to their afliftance. Upon his death, which hap-

pened a few days after his arrival on the continent, Ro-
berto Malatefta was appointed to the command : he croff-

ed the lake Perugia, making furious incurfions inta the

country of the Perufins, and taking feveral towns of

, fmall importance. About the middle of the fummer,
Malatefta meeting with the army under Mattheo Campana,
governor of Rome and nephew to pope Sixtus, a bloody
battle was fought near mount Sparalla. The victory was

warmly difputed for the fpace of two hours ; but the

enemy's firft line falling back, the whole army was put
into confufion, and Malatefta left mailer of the field,

Malatefta t jie j r artillery, baggage, and a confiderable number of

*l*f»l* prifoners : after this exploit he wafted the Perufin and
tote s ar- r

, .
r

m « biennois territories, then returned into winter-quarters
p .

The Florentines were foon after defeated by the Neapo-
litan forces, an action which produced a peace, and oc-

1 Sabell. ibid. ° Baron, tom. viii. P Hift. des Pape?.
tide fub Annot.

cafioned
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cafloned the republic of Venice to recall Malatefia and
their army into Lombardy.

For the two following years we find the republic but
little concerned in foreign tranfa&ions : her care was em-

ployed in relieving and alleviating donieflic calamities.

In the year 1480 a plague broke out with the utmoft fury, A plague .

fweeping off three hundred perfons in a day, and defolat- at Venice*

ing the city, till the feverity of the winter checked its

ravages. A dreadful fire, which confumed a great part of
Afire.

the doge's palace, St. Mark's church, and the great hall

of the pregadi, with an infinite quantity of rich furniture

and moveables, rendered the next year unfortunate ^. As
a fmall alleviation of thefe calamities the iflanri of Co'ri- Corltla

tia, or Veia, in Dalmatia, was annexed to the Vene- annexed to

tian dominions : it had been given in the time of Riniero the domi-

Zeno to count Schinchinello, firnamed Frangipane, whofe mons °f the

pofterity poflefled the fupreme jurifditHon for the fpace
re*u lCt

of two hundred years, acknowleging their tenure of the

republic by a fmr.ll tribute : they had afterwards, during
the troubles in Dalmatia, been fubjecl: to a variety of
matters ; now, upon fome difputes arifing between Maer-
blaifius the prince and his people, he refolved to quit the

authority and furrender the iiland into the hands of the

Venetians, which deflgn he executed, himfeif retiring to

Venice, where he had a penfion fettled for life. The
Hungarians made an attempt to feize on the ifland, but A.DT482.
were fruftrated by the arrival of Victor Souranza, who --
fecured it to the republic

r
.

So extenfive were the connections of the republic, that

the Venetians did not remain long difengaged from fo-

reign wars. A quarrel now arofe with Hercules, duke Difputes
of Ferrara, the particular caufe of which it will be ne- toira the

cefTary to recite: Borfia, the father of Hercules, and in-
d"ke °f

deed all the dukes of Ferrara, had for a feries of years
errara'

been clofely cemented in intereft aiid friendfhip with the

republic. Hercules feemed to inherit the difpofition oF^

his predeceffbrs, till his marriage with Leonora, daughter
of king Ferdinand, had wrought a change in his fenti*

ments, and produced a coldnefs towards the Venetians.

The firft a&iori declarative of this alteration was the per-

mitting the fait works at Commachia to be opened, con-

trary to an exprefs treaty with the republic : he next laid

a tax upon all Venetian merchandize imported into his

q Sanfov. Cron. Venet. » Barre Hif>. de Allera. fub.

hoc. An. Fougafles, torn. i. p. 49S.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. H dominions,
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dominions, though for time immemorial the commerce
of the republic had been exempted from all impofitions
and duties. At laft he proceeded to extremities, built a

fort at Cap Dargre, a grofs infraction of the compact fub-

fifting with the Venetians; and, not contented with this

inftance of defiance, drove out of the city all the Vene-

tians, ordering the bifhop at the fame time to excommu-
nicate the fubje&s of the republic. This extraordinary
conduct can only be accounted for by afcribing it to the

influence of Leonora and the intrigues of Ferdinand s
.

The fenate remonftrated with Hercules, fent frequent
embaflies to him, and even employed pope Sixtus to me-
diate the difference between the two ftates ; but every
endeavour of theft's was fuperceded by the cunning of

Leonora and pride of Hercules, who infolently attributed

the patience of the fenate to pufillanimity. Violent de-

bates upon his conduct arofe in the fenate ; fome were
for bearing with every infult rather than be provoked into

a war, at a time when they dreaded the power of Orho-

man, and lived upon fo precarious terms with the molt

powerful monarch in the univerfe : they likewife alleged
the hazard of a war with a warlike prince, allied by blood

and marriage to two formidable potentates, who would
not fail to embrace his quarrel, as a fair opportunity of

wreaking their vengeance on the republic, whofeprofperity

they envied *. The majority however, were of a differ-

ent opinion, and the republic determined to come to a

rupture with Hercules. War was accordingly denounc-

ed, with the ufual folemnities, and the inclinations of

the people were vifible in the univerfal joy with which
this proof of the fpirit of the republic was received u

.

Two fleets were immediately equipped, one to enter

the Po and the enemy's country, the other to keep Ferdi-

nand in awe, and, if he took the field, to ravage the

coafts of Calabria and Apulia : this laft was committed to

Souranza, the conduct of the other to Damiano Moro,
both officers of repute and experience- Two land armies

were likewife raifed to carry on the war on both fides the

Po : Malatefta commanded in chief, and under him San-

feverino. Volunteers from all corners of Italy flocked to

the Venetian ftandards, and the levies were completed
in a very fhort. Sanfeverino, who commanded the army
north of the Po, advanced into the enemy's country, and

8 Bembo, lib. iii. p. 14. t Hift. Allem. torn, viii. p. 787.
» Bemb. lib. i. p. 18. etiam FougafT. torn. i. p. 499.

immedi*
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immediately laid fiege to Mirafole on the Po : his army
confided of twenty thoufand men, who afTaulted the

town fo vigorouily that the garrifon made but a fhort de-

fence w
. Upon his approach the enemy abandoned Tra-

centa and other places, circumfEances which encouraged
Sanfeverino to march to Caftelnuovo, which he reduced

in three days : here he received intelligence that a nume-
rous army of the enemy lay at Oftiglia, under the com-
mand of Frederic of Urbino, appointed general of the

Ferrarcfe and Arragonian forces. After having caufed

the cauleways and banks between Mirafole and Oitiglia to

be broke down, to prevent the incurfions of the enemy,
he inverted Figarola

x
.

While Sanfeverino was engaged in this fiege, the fleet

linder Moro took Hadria by fcaiade, and fubclued in con-

fequence Commachio and all the adjacent country. Moro
had in his prdgrefs up the Po taken three forts, built to

obftrucT: his paflage : here likewife he defeated a body of

forces, under the conduct of Sigifmund d'Efte, brother

to Hercules, and Giovanni Bentivoglio of Bologna. Af- A.D'itft,

terwards he joined the army at Figarola, and the place T
'

was inverted by land and water, but powerfully fupported

by Frederic, encamped on the oppofite fide, who found
means not only to annoy the Venetians with his artillery,

but to fupply the town plentifully with every neceOary.
We are told, that at this fiege Frederic continued an in-

ceffant fire day and night from his artillery j upon whicli

Sanfeverino fcnt a trumpet acquainting him, that if he

did not defift from fo unufual a method of making war,
he would turn his cannon upon his camp >'. It was then

agreed that Frederic fhould only ferve his cannon while

the Venetian batteries played upon the town. At la ft,

after a great number of fkirmilhes between both campsj
and a variety of affaults, the town was taken by ftorrn,

after having fuilairted a fiege of fix weeks : ftw
prifoners

w'ere made, moft of the garrifon being killed in the ac-

tion, or drowned endeavouring to efcape
z

. As Sanfeve-

rino was repairing the walls, both he and Loretano the

proveditor falling fick, were carried to Padua, where the

latter expired : Moro too was forced to return for his

health to Venice, and died. Indeed a prodigious morta-

lity raged over the whole fleet and army, no lefs than

w Ibid, etiam Bemb. lib. i.
x

FougafT. torn. 5. p. 499.

Fongafl.
* Ibid, Bemb. lib. I.
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fifteen thoufand men having periftied, of fluxes and fevers,

during the campaign.
The pope In the mean time the pope was befieged in Rome by
lefitgtdin Alphonfo, duke of Calabria. This prince refolving to

Lomt. fuccour his brother-in-law Hercules, was under the ne-

cellity of marching through the pope's dominions : in this

refolution he was (trongly fupported by the powerful fa-

milies of the Colonefi and Savelli, who had long been

the implacable enemies of the holy fee. Two cardinals

of thefe families were imprifoned by the pope's order :

a circumftance that redoubled the diligence of their

friends to affift Alphonfo
a
. The pope, thus blocked up,

wrote to the fenate for fuccours : in confequence of

which application Malatefta was ordered to march to

Rome ; Souranza had inftruclions to lay wafte the coafts

of Calabria and Apulia, and the Venetian ambaflador at

Rome was empowered to levy forces at the expence of

BcBeeers
tne republic. Malatefta haftened by long marches to the

defeated by capital, where, after an obftinate battle, he defeated Al-

Malatejla. phonfo, and raifed the fiege. Here he died in a few

days, of a fever occafioned by the fatigue he underwent

during the engagement
b

.

While the Venetians were gaining laurels in the pope's

dominions, their officers were not idle on the Po : a de-

tachment from Sanfeverino's army, under his fon pra-

caflb, in conjunction with VicTior Souranzo, obtained a

complete victory over Sigifmund d'Efte, making feven-

ty officers of diuinction prifoners, with a prodigious num-
ber of foldiers. Sanfeverino himfelf, as loon as he reco-

vered his health, returned to the army, and marching
from Figarola, laid a bridge over the Po, and proceeded

dire£Uy to Ferrara : encamping within a mile of the city,

he repaired a fort the enemy had abandoned, drew lines

of circumvallation, and the natural fituation being ftrong,
fortified them with fo much art as not only fecured his

own camp from fallies, but greatly diftrefled Ferrara c
.

In this manner was Hercules inclofed within the walls of

his capital, when Sixtus, unmindful of his late obliga^
tions to the republic, by an unaccountable policy, fell off

A.D.1433. from the Venetians, and joined the enemy. Francifco—" '

Diedo, the Venetian refident at Rome, foon perceived

*T^- trlis alteration in his holinefs, and acquainted the fenate

tuu

"

w*tn n *s ^u fpicions« Every expedient was employed to

a Bemb. lib, j. Hift. desPapes. p. 224 torn, iv. b Foug.
lib. ii. dec. iv» c Card. Bern, ibid,

preferve
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preferve the friendfhip of Sixtus, but to no effect, bis ho-

linefs not only joining the enemy, but commanding the

republic to lay down her arms and reftore to Hercules all

her conquefts. Unwilling to lofe the fruits of a war under-

taken with juftice, defirous of keeping upon terms with

his holinefs, and likewife of {hewing the world the mo-
tives of their conduct, the fenate employed Bernardo

Juftiniano, the greatelt orator of his age, to draw up a

memorial, to be prefented at all the foreign courts. This

remonitrance imported that they had declared war not only
with the pope's confent but at his mitigation, and after they
had received numberlefs injuries and affronts; that now
they not only preferred peace to war but even to victory,
could it be obtained on terms not injurious to the honour
of the republic ; that though the Venetians were willing
to treat his holinefs with refpect, yet they feared his con-

duct on this occafion would be conftrued into a cunning
and fubtle policy, unbecoming the fimplicity and open-
nefs of the head of Chrift's church ; that while the Vene-

tians, for twenty years, withftood the weight of tbe

Turkifh power, not one Italian prince thought himfelf

obliged to engage in a quarrel which affected his religi-
on ; now that property became the object in difpute, they
were ready to unite in opprefling that ftate which had

been the bulwark of the liberties of Italy. The fenate re-

queued of his holinefs difpaflionately to weigh thefe cir-

cumftances, to follow the dictates of his own underftand-

ing, and not be milled by the artifices of certain perfons,
whofe intereft was the rule of their conduct. As to

themfelves, they were determined to profecute a war be-

gun at his folicitation, and after repeated injuries; the

event they committed to Providence.

Sixtus, inftead of admitting or even deigning to an-

fwer their arguments, immediately excommunicated the

fenate, and entered into a clofe alliance with Ferdinand

and the other enemies of the republic. A congrefs was League
held at Caftel Maggiore, and a ftrong confederacy formed/"™*^

againft the Venetians by all the powers in Italy, the Ge- *'****

noefe excepted: the duke of Auitria likewiie favoured

this alliance by denying a paffage through his dominions

"to fome French and Savoyards, who enlifted with R.ene

of Lorraine, at that time in the pay of Venice d
. That

prince ftrengthened the Venetian army with one thoufhnd

foot and four hundred horfe, and every other meafure

* Barre Hift. Allem. torn, viii, part i.
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was purfued to oppofe the formidable league : one part o£

the Venetian army marched into Lombard y, the other

remaining before Ferrara, from whence two of Sanfeve-

rino's fons went over to the enemy. The afflicted father

fent apologies to the fenate, requefting that they would

accept of the redoubled diligence of the parent, and fide-

lity of his two remaining children, in atonement of the

treachery of his fons, whom he mould ever difclaim.

Perfectly fatisfied of the innocence of Sanfeveririo, the

fenate fent meflengers to comfort and aflure him of their

continued efte'e'm and affection c
.

Alphonfo, in the mean time, throwing a bridge over

the river beyond Caflan, entered Ghiradudda and pafTed'

to the Bergamafco, where he took feveral towns, and

then reduced all the Brefcian country. Sarifeverino's

army was greatly inferior ; fo that he neither could ven-

ture a battle, nor cover all the towns of confequence to

the republic
f
. Barbara, fon to the famous Francifco of

that name, was fent, however, to fecure Brefcia, all the

furrounding territory being entirely reduced by the ene-

my, whofe forces were confiderably augmented by the

junction of the prince of Mantua.

Ziffa taken During thefe tranfactions forty of the enemy's gailies,

bytheene- under Frederic of ArragOn, fon to Ferdinand, took Liffa,
wysfuet. on t |ie COa fl. £ Da lmatia ; then failing to Corfu made fe-

veral fierce attacks on the ifland, but were always re-

pelled by the bravery of Georgio Viari and the garrifon.
At lall, having loft about one thoufand men to nO pur-

pofe, Frederic retired; but neither by fea nor land did a

general action happen during the campaign, which was

fpent in marches, counter-marches, and lieges, without

any confiderable progrefs. The -

lofs of Gazolo, indeed,

gave the republic uneafinefs, as' it was a place of im-

portance ; flie confided in the fidelity of the inhabitants,
and was betrayed &.

Alphonfo, prefled by repeated letters to come to the

relief of Ferrara, quitted the Brefcian by long marches,
but was outfbipped by the vigilance of Sanfcverino, who
arrived at Caflelnuovo before the enemy imagined he had

moved : here he put his army into quarters and went to

Venice, where he was received with great honour ; but

before his departure he recovered all the towns the ene-

my had taken that campaign between the Po and the

« Foug. lib. ii. dec. iv. f Bemb. lib. i. % Foug.
!)b. ii. <kc. iv. Bemb. lib.j.

Brefcian,
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Brtfcian. The fenate likewife beftowed very confider*

able favours on the Rofli of Parma, who had bravely
maintained their ground againft Lodovico Sforza. As

they were then banifhed their country, a penfion of thir-

ty-two thoufand crowns was fettled on the two brothers

Guido and Giacomo h
.

On this occafion the fenate, by the advice of Sanfeve-

rino, fent ambafladors to the emperor, the French king,
and the German princes, to requeft that a general coun-
cil might be called, in order that the unjuft conduct and

perfidy of Sixtus might be examined. By their medi-
ation peace was eftablifhed about the middle of the fol-

lowing fummer, previous to which, Marcello, the Vene-
tian admiral, took Gallipoli, in which enterprize he loll

his life. He was animating the troops in the fcalade,

praifing the valiant, and upbraiding the backward, when
he dropt ; his fecretary threw a cloak over his body, and

gave out that Marcello was flightly hurt and gone to be

drelTed, and that he had authorized him to affure the fol-

diers the plunder of the city mould be the reward of their

bravery. In fhort, the town was taken, and the garri- Gallipoli

fon without diflindHon put to the fword ; nor was Mar- taken.

cello's death known before the place had furrendered l
.

Other actions of lefs confequence happened by land be- A. D. 14S4.

fore the preliminaries of peace were adjufted: at laft it

was agreed, that the Venetians and Hercules mould each Peac* f;e-

reftore their conquefts, and be reinftated in the fame yeneuans
pofleilions they held at the commencement of the rup- a„j italic

ture k
; that the Venetians fhould withdraw all their gar- princes.

rifons fouth of the Po, and raze the forts built on the

banks of the river ; and, that Sanfeverino fhould remain
in the pay of the republic, and at the fame time be ac-

knowleged the commander in chief of the forces of all

the Italian Hates. This agreement being ratified, the

different armies were recalled, and the appearance of

tranquillity reftored to Italy. One may judge of the im-

portance of this fhort war from the charges to which it

put the Venetians in little more than two years : the fum
of three million fix hundred thoufand ducats in gold, art

immenfe fum at that early period
1

, was difburfed by the

treafury. Great rejoicings were made, not only in the

city but over all the dominions of the republic : tourna-

h Ibid, etiam Barre. Hift. Allem. ibid.
'

l

Foug. lib. iii.

dec. iv. k Barre. Hilt. Allem. torn. viii. ] Sanfov,

Cron. Venet.

H 4. ments
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merits and games of various kinds were held at Venice,
to which the young princes flocked from all parts of

Italy. Upon the whole, this war, which might be

deemed a kind of civil war, on account of the long

friendfhip fubfifting between the (late of Venice and

Ferrara, ended more happily than could have been ex-

pected.
Peace being reftored, the doge applied his attention

to civil affairs, and repairing the palace, greatly damaged

by a fire that happened the beginning of this year. A
plague likewife committed great ravages in the city ; but

all the lofTes of the republic were foon made up by a fhort

interval of peace, the whole commerce of the world be-

ing in a manner engrofTed by this induftrious people.

Every port of Europe, Afia, and Africa, was filled with

their (hips, laden with the richeft merchandize, and the

Venetians were without difpute the richeft and moil: po-
tent maritime ftate in the univerfe. Even during their

fierce!! wars commerce flourifhed ; nothing could make
them neglect what they well knew to be the pillar and

fupport of their government and consideration in Europe"
1
,

Yet, amidft profound tranquillity the Venetian trade met
with a rough check and very confiderable lofs: four gal-
lies returning from the Eaft, laden with fpices, filks,

and diamonds, young Columbus, fon of the famous Ge-
noefe manner, attacked them with {'even men of war, ofT

Battle with Cape Vincent. A bloody battle was maintained, not-

joung'Cf- withflanding the difparity of forces; but the Venetians
tumbk*. were forced in the end to yield to the enemy's fuperiority,

who carried them into Lifbon. "We are not told whether

the encounter happened in confequence of any commer-
cial quarrel, or whether it was an act of piracy in Co-
lumbus n

: nor do we find that the republic ever refent-

ed it, or even demanded reparation of the wrong ; the

bare fact is all that Sabellicus relates.

A P 1435. Towards the end of this year died Giovanni Mocenigo,
* a prince endued with every quality to make his people

happy: his virtues were fimilar to thofe of his brother ;

his capacity little inferior, and his reputation equal.

MARCO B ARB A R I G 0, Doge LXXIIL

Marco MARCO BARBARIGO was chofen by the fenate to

Marbdrigo. fucceea Giovanni : he was equally beloved while a pri-

*n Foug. lib. iii. dec. iv.
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vate citizen, and refpected during the ihort period of his

adminiftration. The republic enjoying a happy repofe,

he employed his whole time in enforcing the laws, re-

lieving the poor, encouraging virtue and merit, and fup-

prefling vice and indolence. Amidft thefe acts of piety
and good government he was feized with a fever, which
cut him off in a few days, and left the republic to la-

ment the lofs of thofe bleffings they had but jult tafted.

One act of his adminiftration, in favour of the poor, de-

fcrves to be patticularly mentioned: be got a decree

pafled, that all thofe, of whatever quality, who demand-
ed the redrefs of grievances, mould call lots whofe fuits

ihould be firft prefented. By this method he prevented

bribery, corruption, and influence, and put the poor, in

points of juftice, upon a level with the richeft p.

JGOSTINO BARBARIGO, BogeLXXIV.

THE fenate having met for the election of a fucceffbr, A.D.1486.

Agoftino BarbaVigo, brother to the deceafed, was cliofen —
in his room; a promotion extremely acceptable to the peo- dpoflino

pie, as Agoftino was *he perfect archetype of his bro-
ar an&°*

ther. He was at this time procurator of St. Mark's, an
office which he difcharged with a fidelity and integrity

aufpicious of his good conduct in a higher capacity. His
firft act was to fend an embafTy to the grand feignor, to

thank him for prefents made to the republic a little be-

fore the death of his brother, and likewife to procure fome

privileges for the merchants of the ftate trading to the

Turkilh dominions''.

While he was thus engaged a quarrel arofe between

Sigifmund, brother to the emperor Frederic, and the re-

public. Sigifmund was lord of the country of the Gri-

fons, and had for a number of years lived upon terms of

ftrict friendfhip with the Venetians : merchants traded

into the cities of each without impofl or duty, and par-

ticularly met at an annual fair kept in Bolzano, a town
of the Grifons, to which numbers of the Venetian in-

land traders reforted. Here they were this year, all of a A. D. 14.87.

fudden, contrary to their eltablifhed correfpondence and •

the law of nations, feized, imprifoned, and their goods War <with

confifcated, without any other reafon affigned than that UuGrijons.

the fubjects of Sigifmund on the lake La Garda were
fome years before driven from thence by the Venetians.

P Sanfov. ib:c|. * Foug. lib. iii. dec. iv.

Imme-<
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Immediately after the imprifonment of the Venetian mer-

chants, Sigifmund levied troops with all expedition, co

the amount of ten thoufand men, entered the Veronefe,
and over-ran the country along the Adice : the enemy
were commanded by Gaudentio Amafio, who laid fiege
to Rovero, and took it after fome refinance. We are

told he laid the fort in afhes by means of bombs, at that

time not much known in Italy
r
.

The fenate, to oppofe this army, ordered the foldiers

quartered in the Trevifan, Lombardy, and Friuli, to af-

femble, and requefted of old Sanfeverino to take charge
of the army. Before he could get together a force fuffi-

cient to oppofe the enemy, the Grifons had made incur-

fions into the territories of Vincenza, Feltre, and Friuli :

they were at laft repulfed, and their detachments defeat-

ed by Jeronimo Savorgnano, who had raifed a body of

peafants for the defence of the country. Sanfeverino no
fooner joined the army than he entered upon action ;

but a detachment, which he commanded in perfon, fall-

ing into an ambufcade, was defeated, and •himfelf faved

by the bravery of his fon from being taken prifoner
1
.

Upon this check, he refolved to march into the enemy's

country, and lay fiege to Trente, which he doubted not

would put an effectual flop to the enemy's incurfions into

the Venetian territories, by recalling them to the defence

of their own country. The fcheme, however, though

plaufible, was warmly oppofed by old Lucca Pifani the

proveditor : but as a majority confented, the refolution

was taken, and the army ordered to proceed to the coun-

A.D. 1488. try of the Grifons. On his march he was attacked and
his army furprifed by a thoufand regulars and a large corps

Sanfeven> of boors, affembled by George, count Pietro. The fol-
™'a

/f? diers not expecting to fee the face of an enemy for fe-

armyfly in veral days were put into confufion, and Sanfeverino was

a panic, killed in endeavouring to rally them. Thus died the

brave old Sanfeverino, one of the beft and raoft faith-

ful officers the republic ever employed. In this inftance

his good fortune feemed to forfake him, though not his

courage, for he fell with his fword in his hand, fighting
with the vigour and fpirit of youth, at the age of nine-

ty
1
. His death produced a total rout : the panic became

general ; nor could all the fkill and diligence .of the

proveditors bring the foldiers back to their colours, or

V Foug. lib. iv. dec. iv. 8 Ibid. p. 52 a. « Foug.
lib. iv. dec. iv.

withftand
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jyijthftand the charge of a militia not fufficient to en^
counter one -fourth of their army. Andrea de Bargo, co-

lonel of infantry, imagined that cutting the bridge and

Hopping their progrefs would, fiom neceffity, recall their

courage and prefence of mind j
this fervice he performed

to the almoft utter deftruclion of the army, though well

and prudently intended ; for fo great was the conflerna-

tion of the troops that they plunged into the water, and
loft their lives endeavouring to efcape by fwimming ".

Guido de Roflis alone, with his troop of horfe, with-

ftood the enemy: he made his way through the thickefl

of their ranks with about fifty men, and ravaging their

country returned home loaded with plunder
w

. As for

Bargo, he was recalled and imprifoned ; but Guido and
Other officers appearing in his defence, and giving tefli-

mony of his bravery and diligence, he was not only re-

inflated but promoted. Orders for new levies were now
iffued by the fenate; but before they were complete a peace with
peace was offered by Sigifmund, and accepted by the Sigtfmtmd.

republic, on condition, that the merchants feized at

Bolzano fhould be fet qt liberty and indemnified, and
that mutual reflitution fhould be made of places taken

during the war *.

Soon after this pacification, feveral fumptuary laws
took place in Venice, the expences of private families in

their table, cloaths, diverfions, gaming, and travelling,
were rated by a decree of the fenate, in proportion to

the ability of the individual. The regulation concerning
dice was, that no family of the highefl diftinction and
fortune mould prefume to flake above a fifth of an ounce
of gold in one night ?.

This year likewife it was that the fenate refolved in a
manner to annex Cyprus to the dominions of the repub-
lic, by fending Comaro to aflifl the queen his (ifter in

her affairs. Two circumflances in fa£l determined the

fenate in their intention. The firfl was a Turkifh fleet

that failed up the Mediterranean, creating fufpicion that

Bajazet formed defigns upon the ifland : the other arofe

fiom fecret intelligence, that Ferdinand was taking mea-
tures to annex this kingdom to his own dominions, by
a marriage between the queen and his fon. The fenate

had been left prote£lors of the queen, by James Lufig-
nan her hufband. Under their countenance fhe had go-

Bemb. lib. i. w
Fv)Ug-. ibid, etiam Bernb. p. 31.

* Foug. lib. iv. dec. i*. / Bemb. lib. i.

verned
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verned peaceably for the fpace of fifteen years, the firi

commotions quelled by Mocenigo excepted. As her only
fon was dead, the republic looked upon herfelf as the

natural fucceflbr of a queen who was daughter to one of

Cypruian- her fenators : thus, it was the bufinefs of the fen-ate to
ntx'dto exclude both Baj~zet and Ferdinand, for which purpofe
thejlate. prancifco Priuli was fent with a fleet to the defence of

the illand. Cornaro went before, and, exceeding his

commiffion, prevailed on the queen by his eloquence to

relinquiih the government to the fenate, and return to

her native country Venice, where me mould always live

with the dignity and affluence of a fovereign
z

. The

queen unwillingly aflented to his arguments, and every

thing was fixed for their departure : he difpatched intel-

ligence of his fuccefs to the fenate, who, approving his

conduct, fent rich prefents to the queen, and whatever

could fweeten the refignation fhe had made of pomp and

grandeur. Before fhe left Cyprus, the Venetian ftan-

dard was erected in the market-place of Nicofia, the ca-

pital, by her orders ; and thus the ifland became a Vene-
tian province. At laft (he arrived in Venice with a large

retinue, and was met by the fenate and chief ladies of

the republic, who conducted her to the palace, where
fhe was entertained with the ftate and magnificence her

quality required. Soon after a houfhold was appointed
her, and the caftle of Azolo in the Trevifan, afligned
for her refidence, with a revenue of fifty pounds of gold
for her yearly expence, and a prefent of ten pounds for

her immediate ufe a
.

A.D.H90. In the courfe of this year, ambafladors from the prince
• " of Tremizan, in Africa, came to Venice to defire the

fenate would appoint a magiftrate to diftribute juftice

among the Venetians dwelling in three of his cities, left

he mould be led into differences with the republic from

fuch inadvertencies or omiflions as might arife from his

ignorance of their laws. A magiftrate, was accordingly

appointed, and his revenue fixed at an hundredth part of

all the merchandize fold in that country.
About the fame time the ufe of firelocks was introduc-

ed in Venice ; and, for inftructing the youth in the ex-

ercife, the council of ten pafled a decree that two in each

village ihould be taught the manual exercife and evolu-

tions -

y that the fe young men fhould all meet on certain

days to give proofs of their progrefs, by firing at a mark ;

Foug. et Bemb. ibid. a Beaib. lib. i.

and
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and that the public taxes for that year fhould be remitted

to the village of the bed markfman, and a fum of mo-

ney given him befides b
. Little occurs deferving notice

for the fpace of four or five years, except that the repub-
lic was daily growing in wealth, grandeur, and power.
The difcoveries of the Portuguefe in 1494, round the

Cape of Good Hope to the Eaft Indies, opened the way
for the gradual decline of the Venetian commerce, but

it did not become apparent for a number of years : at

prefent the fea was covered, and all the harbours in the

world crowded with the trading (hips of the republic
c
.

While fhe was reaping the benefits of her long tran-

quillity, an embafly from Charles VIII. of France came
to Venice, to found the inclinations of the republic, and
demand the continuance of the league fubfifting between

'the dates, as he propofed marching into Italy to reduce

Naples. The doge and fenate affembled the great coun-

cil to deliberate upon an affair of fo much coniequence :

they forefaw that Italy mud be wholly embroiled, and
were willing to act with caution in a bulinefs fo delicate*

At lad, after various debates, a kind of equivocal anfwer

was returned to the ambaiTador, and he was difmifTed,

with drong aflurances of tfce defire the republic had to

live upon terms of amity with the king
d

.

The report of Charles's intention made Ferdinand ufe

every poflible mealure for his own defence : he levied

troops, equipped a fleet, and did ail in his power to draw

pope Alexander into his alliance. Ferdinand was fo ex-

peditious in his preparations, that Lodovico Sforza, who
excited Charles to this attempt, fearing he might be op-

prefted before the king could enter Italy, fent an envoy
to Venice, requeding that the fenate would march a body
of troops to the river Oglio ; but this minider was dif-

miffed with mere profefhons
e

. Mean time Ferdinand

died, and was fucceeded by his elded fon Alphonfo : he

immediately upon his accefhon difpatched an embaiTy to

the republic, to folicit their influence with Lodovico to

defid from joining the French, and promifi ng in return

to leave him the undidurbed pofl'effion of Milan. Fhe

fenate undertook to mediate, but could obtain no direct

anfwer from Lodovico*

Many attempts were made by both parties to engage
the Venetians in the quarrel^ but they were deaf to all

b
Foug. lib. iv. dec. iv. etiam Bemb. lib. i.

c Bemb;
lib. i. Foug. lib. iv. dec. iv. d Bemb. lib; i- Commines.
torn. i. p. 56.

c Bemb, lib. ii.

arguments
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arguments and promifes. Charles, by his ambaflador;

Philip de Commines, offered them a great fhare of the"

conquefts he fhould make in Naples, if they would join
him ; but the fenate replied, they had no right to a foot

of ground in Naples, and it was their determination to

adhere to the juft maxim of their anceftors, never to

carry on war for conquefts, but to repel injuries, protect
their liberties, and maintain their alliances f

. It would
be digrefling from our purpofe to purfue Charles in his

conqueft of Naples : it is enough to obferve that the re-

public preferved a Ariel: neutrality till the great power of
France rendered it neceflary to throw their weight in the

oppoGte fcale. Some haughty expreflions the king dropt
before the ambaffadors of the republic, made them con-
clude it was full time to check his progrefs before he
fhould be in a condition to over-run Italy. The purpofes
of the fenate were greatly forwarded by the arrival of a

Spanifh armament, under Lorenzo Suarez, at Leghorn,
for the defence of Sicily : this fleet confided of fixty

(hips of war, having on board fix thoufand foot and five

hundred horfe. Suarez went in perfon to the Venetian
fenate and told them,

" that the king his mafter, fen-

fible of the ambition and power of the French king, had
fent him with a fleet for the defence of Sicily : he was
well allured that Charles would not flop at the reduction

of Naples, if efFed~t.ual meafures were not taken to clip
Ms wings and bound his ambition : his mafter, he added*
authorifed him to enter into an alliance with the republic*
with whofe wifdom he was too well acquainted to ima-

gine (he could be blind to the neceflity of oppofing a

prince who meafured right only by power." The fenate

lent a willing ear to Suarez & : fuch an alliance they faw
was neceflary for the fecurity of Italy •, they likewife

knew that the pope was of their opinion, and that the

emperor and duke of Milan might eafily be induced to

engage in the league againft the French monarch. At
laft, in the month of April, 1495, a treaty was concluded
between the emperor, the king of Spain, the pope, Ve-

Treaty netians, and the duke of Milan, with fo much fecrecy*
with the that Philip de Commines, who refided the whole time
emperor,

-m Venice, had not the leaft fufpicion of the negocia-

pope,&c.
tI0n *

It was ftipulated among the confederates, that an army
of twenty thoufand foot and thirty-four thoufand horfe

t Bernb. lib. ii. g Foug. lib. v. dec. iv* h Commines, p. 67.

fhould
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fhould be raifed, according, to a ftipulated proportion
11
.

It was farther agreed, that if any of the contracting

powers, by reafon of their diftance, found it inconve-

nient to fend the forces ftipulated, that in this cafe fix

hundred pounds of gold for eight thoufand, and the fame

proportion for a lefler number, mould be paid to any of

the other ftates who would undertake to raife the trooops .

Charles had determined upon returning to France before

he had intelligence of the league, but this haflened his

meafures ; he accordingly fet out for Rome in a few days
after, and from thence fent an envoy to Venice to de-

mand whether the fenate was his friends or enemies. To
this queftion no other anfwer were given, than that wife

men were directed by contingencies ; and that it was in

his majefly's power to make the Venetians either the one
or the other p.

Charles was highly incenfed at the pope's departure
from Rome, and his equivocal conduct ; neverthelefs, he

paffed through the territories of the church in a friendly

manner, excepting at Tufcanella, where the inhabitants

were put to the fvvord for refufing quarters to his army ;

he likewife feized on Oftiglia, and thereby gave great
offence to the Venetians, and quickened their prepara-
tions. Antonio Grimani with the fleet, had orders to

fail directly for Apulia, and preparations were made in

Lombardy to obftruct the king's return and protect Mi-
lan. Gallas of St. Saverini was detached by Lodovico
with feven hundred men at arms and three thoufand foot,
to feize upon Afti in Piedmont, where the duke of Or-

leans, with a fmall corps lay j but, before his arrival, the

duke received powerful fuccours from Fiance, acted of-

fenfively, and took feveral towns <*.

In the mean time the vanguard of the king's army had
reached Pontremo, and the Venetian and Miianefe troops,
to the number of eight thoufand infantry and two thou-

fand light horfe, were affembled in the duchy of Parma,
under young Gonzaga of Mantua, a prince of conduct
and valour fuperior to his years. Here the king fent a j-^ confe-

trumpet to the confederates, defiring a free paflage, and derates de-

aiTuring them of the flricteft regularity and difcipline fign to hern

among his troops ; but no reply was made to the meflage.
Carles up

The Taro, a rapid ftream, fortified on one fide by the
prJ^/n^Lt

confederates with a number of batteries, feparated the rstuta,

»> Bemb. lib. ii.
°

Guicciard. lib. i. v B?mb, lib. ii.

« Bemb. ibid,

two
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two armies, when Charles, unwilling to engage before

he had tried the effects of a conference, fent a trumpet

defiring a meeting with the Venetian proveditors. The
conference was agreed to, but Charles, altering his pur-

pofe, did not chufe to wait the iiTue r
: he ordered his van

to pafs the river, in fpite of the enemy's fire from the op-

posite batteries. John Trivulcio, with a hundred lances,

three thoufand Swifs infantry, and three hundred archers

and crofs-bows on horfeback, formed the van
; Charles

in perfon commanded the main body, which followed,
and the count de Foix brought up the rear. Before Tri-

vulcio had croiTed the river and advanced to the right of

the confederates, Gonzaga, at the head of five thoufand

infantry and fix hundred men at arms, paiTed by a ford

higher up, in order to attack the king's rear, ordering
certain corps, under the proveditors, to charge him in

flank 8
: this motion obliged the French to face about,

when immediately a (harp action began. Gonzaga preff*
ed on with- great refolution, and was as bravely received and

repulfed in feveral charges ; but ftill renewing his attacks

the enemy was put into fome confufion, and the king's per-
fon was greatly endangered. Charles, however, was faved

by the intrepidity and gallant conduct of his troops, who
flocked round for his defence ; fo that here the battle was

pretty equal. On the other fide the marquis de Giesput
the confederates in di (order, and would have totally defeat-

ed them, had not Gonzaga in time repafTed the Taro and
come to their relief c

. Here the battle ceafed, victory

declaring for neither fide, though the king's intention of

crofling the Taro was fruftrated. Next morning he pro-

pofed attacking the confederates in their camp, but was

prevented by the violent rains which fwelled the river in

the night, and likewife by the advice of his officers, who
thought it more advifeable to march round, notwith-

standing the inconveniences of the roads. This refolu-

tion was accordingly executed, his majefly decamping
without beat of drum u

. In the action the lofs of the con-

federates amounted to three thoufand infantry, and near
three hundred men at arms ; a circumilance which gave

A.D.1495. the French room to claim the victory, as their lofs did
- not exceed two hundred men at arms. On the other

Bothfides hand, the Venetians formed the fame pretentions, and

toavk- challenged the glory of the day, becaufe, befides the

torj,
T Guicciard. lib. i.

s
Ibid; lib. ii. t Ibid, etiam

Bemb. lib. ii.
u Guic. ibid.

king's
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king's being difappointed in his .defign of eroding the Taro,

they had not only faved their own camp and baggage, but

taken a confiderable booty from the enemy, fame rich

apparel of the king's, and part of his artillery. Baronius

taxes the republic with vanity on this occafion
w

, though
we think very unjultly, as they undoubtedly had an equal
claim with Charles to the vidtcry, which is not always to

be eltimated by the number of {lain, but a variety of other

circumftances and coniequences.
The confederates fent a detachment of three thoufand

men, under Sanfeverino, to moleft the enemy's rear, but

being forced to take a long circuit, as the river was not

fordable from the late rains, he came up too late. Sus-

picions concerning his fidelity arofe, and fome hiftorians

affirm, that, inftead of annoying, he actually conducted
Charles to Afti, through the difficult palfes and roads he
had to encounter. It afterwards appeared that he acted

in confequence of fecret orders from Lcdovico, who be-

gan to waver in his alliance, and carry on a clandqitine

correfpondence with the king
x

. Gonzaga, however, as

foon as the river was fordable, marched in purfuit of the

enemy with his whole army ',
as he found he could not

come up with them, he returned from the Tortonefe, and

joined Lodovico Sforza before Novara. The fenate fent

two proveditors to affiit at the fiege of Novara, and a

ilrong reinforcement, fo that the army amounted to three

thoufand men at arms, three thoufand horfe, and fifteen

thoufand foot /
.

During this fiege the Venetian fleet at Genoa was fuc-

cefsful : it not only took Rappalla, putting the French

garrilbn to the fword, but defeated the king's fleet, which
he had fent thither on his departure from Naples. This

defeat, and his inability to relieve Novara, obliged Charles

to make overtures of peace ; for which purpofe commif- peace igm

fioners met, and, after a number of difficulties and ob- t^een

Itructions, figned a treaty between Charles and Lodovico. Cnartts

The Venetians complained loudly of Sforza's condu£b
a
$L.%1

in concluding a feparate peace, after they had refufed

hearkening to any propofals without the cohfent of their

allies : they called him treacherous, perfidious, unde-

leting of allies, and unworthy to be trufted. Lodovico,

Hung with the reproaches which were but too jultly le-

velled, gave fecret orders to the garrifons in thofe plac

w Baron. Hift. Ecclef.
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Sforza'f through which the army of the republic were to pal
treachery. ^]oc j, Up ^ way^ an(j prevent their return. Intelligc

of this fcheme coming to Contareni, he offered the coui

cil of ten to afiaflinate Lodovico in open council ; but tl

republic rejected this propofal, as reflecting upon the he

nour of the (late, and gave inftructions that he (houl

temporize with him until he got out of his dominions

this expedient was accordingly ufed fo artfully, that tl

army arrived unmolefted at Mantua, and then proceec
ed to Venice d

.

Charles had not left Naples long before Ferdinand

turned to Calabria, and feized the city of Reggio. Gri-

mani, the Venetian admiral, conquered Apulia, and
fome towns in the Hither Calabria, which fuccefs foon

produced a general revolt in favour of Ferdinand. The
fenate, apprized of thefe tranfactions, fent orders to Gri-

mani to wait inactive at Monopoli until farther orders ;

but the pope's influence prevailed upon them, a little

after, to fend the admiral to Naples to affift Ferdinand '.

As Grimani was taken ill about the time he received thefe

inftructions, he contented himfelf with difpatching twenty

gallies to affifl at the fiege of Tarentum ; and, upon his

recovery, failed with the reft of the fleet to Corfu, it be-

ing fufpected that the Turkifh armaments were intended

againft that ifland.

About the fame time the Pifans fent ambafTadors to Ve-
nice, to befeech the protection of the republic againft the

Florentines, who were preparing to reduce them.. The
fenators were divided in fentiment concerning this pro-

pofal, fome not chufmg to come to an open rupture with
Florence ; while others, moved either with companion,
or actuated by ambition, were for granting the requeft.

Pifa, indeed, ftood extremely convenient for extending
the dominions of the ftate, gaining a fure footing in Tuf-

cany, and ftretching the boundaries of the republic as far

as the Mediterranean fea, the gulf of Genoa, and the

whole breadth of Italy. The latter opinion, for thefe rea-

fons prevailed, and the manner of alfifting the Pifans was
referred to the determination of the council of ten.

Before any meafures were formed by the council, the

fenate received ambaiTadors from the pope, requesting

they would order part of the army, which had returned
from the fiege of Novara, to affift Ferdinand in expelling
the French out of his dominions ; in confideration of

d Kemb. lib. ii. e
Fong, lib. v< dec. iv,

which
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which afliftance certain fea-port towns mould be ceded to

the republic *,
but neither did this embafTy meet with im-

mediate fnccefs. At laft Ferdinand's ambaffadors, under
the mediation of the pope, the emperor, and king of

Spain, concluded an alliance with the Venetians, in

which it was ftipulated, that Brundufium Trani, and Ot-
tranto mould be annexed to the Venetian dominions, on
condition the republic would fend fix hundred men at

arms and three thoufand foot, to ac"r. under Ferdinand,
andbefides, give him, by way ofloan, one hundred and

fifty pounds in gold. Commiflioners were fent to take

pofieflion of the towns, and orders iflued to Gonzaga of

Mantua to lead the troops into Naples
f
.

Charles, hearing of this league, fent Philip de Corn-
mines to Venice, to demand the reftitution of Monopoli,
and remonftrate to the fenate on the late alliance with

Ferdinand, contrary to the peace with him ; for the Ve-
netian proveditors being prefent at the conclufion of the

agreement between him and Sforza, he included the re-

public in that treaty ; but Commines was difmiited with

an unfatisfaftory anfwer.

Lodovico Sforza having intimation that the fenate re- Treaty for
folved to protect Pifa, petitioned that he might be ad- protection

mitted as an ailociate in the defence of this city : accord-
°^.

the

ingly a treaty was concluded between the pope, the Ve-
netians, and Lodovico ; in confequence of which the re-

public ordered two thoufand foot to be raifed in Genoa
and fent to Pifa. The Florentines hoping to become ma-
ilers of the city before the allied army could be affembled,
fent fix thoufand foot, one thoufand horfe, and a fine

train of artillery, to inveft it ; but the Pifans fallying out

upon them before the trenches were opened, defeated and

difperfed the Florentine army s
.

Soon after Paolo Vitelli, deferring the Pifans, was ap-

pointed to the command of a freih army, raifed by the

enemy, amounting to ten thoufand men, with orders im-

mediately to refume the fiege of Pifa ; but the Venetians

were fo vigilant in the defence of the city, and Pietro de

Medicis, then baniihed, advancing with a powerful force

againft Florence, the army was recalled before it had
made any confiderable progrefs

h
. Pifa was fcarce deliver-

ed from the impending ftorm, when the fenate received

Faenza into their protection ; a little ftate well fituated

f Guicciard. lib. ii. Bemb. lib. ii. g Foug. lib. vi. dec. iv.

h Bemb. lib. ii.
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to check the Florentines, Bolognefe, and the other powers
of Romagnia.

A.D.14.97. Charles, finding himfelf in danger of lofing Naples,——
propofed returning in perfon with a powerful army into

Italy ; intelligence of which defign being received, greatly

perplexed Sforza, Ferdinand, and the Venetians \ Sforza,
who was molt expofed, took every meafure for his own
defence

*,
he difpatched ambafladors to Maximilian the

emperor, and to the fenate of Venice, defiring their im-

mediate afiiftance. The fenate agreed to fend troops to

Alexandria, but raifed fcruples concerning the emperor's

detaching forces into Italy : they knew that Maximilian

was no friend to the republic, and dreaded the confe-

quence of granting him a paflage through their territories ;

yet fearing that the refufal might induce the timid Lodo-
vico to enter into a treaty with Charles, they confented

that an embafTy fhould go to the emperor, to fettle this

affair
k

.

To pafsover circumftances in which the republic was
not immediately concerned, Ferdinand, affifted by the

Venetians, laid clofe fiege to Atello, the garrifon of

which was driven to great extremities for want of water ;

at lafl it furrendered upon honourable terms. This fuc-

cefs was followed by the reduction of feveral other places,
in which the republic bore a confiderable (hare. Ferdi-

nand in the mean time dying, his uncle Frederic, a

prince much beloved, was crowned, and he having no

enmity to France, the war in Naples in a manner ceafed,

after Tarentum had yielded to the Venetian fleet l
«

The ftrong Venetian garrifon in Pifa excited the jea-

Joufy of Sforza, who, by this circumftance, faw himfelf

deprived of the dominion of a city he had fpent fo much
labour to acquire. He began to vent his fpleen by fecret

practices againft the republic, endeavouring to bring the

pope and the king of Spain to ufe their influnce that the

Pifans might be reftored to their liberty ; but in this he

was difappointed, neither his holinefs nor the Spaniards

chufing to hazard the lofs of the Venetian friendfhip by
fuch a propofition : however, he fo far prevailed, that a

congrefs was held, at which attended the Spanifh, Vene-

tian, Florentine, and Milanefe ambafladors, with the

pope's legate, but nothing was determined.

i Commines, p. 98,
k Bemb. lib, ii.

l

Foug.
lib. vi. dec. iv*

Lewis
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Lewis XII. of France, who fucceeded Charles, having Lewis XII.

refolved upon purfuing his claim not only to Naples but of France

to the duchy of Milan, to which he was heir by bis grand-
cl*im$ M»-

mother, fent ambalTadors to the pope, the Venetians, and
^,///*"

Florentines, to acquaint them with his acceffion to the

crown, and defire their friendship ; which compliment
the Venetians returned with a congratulatory embafly,
and ftrong afiurancesof the good difpofition of the repub-
lic. They had now attained to the height of glory ; ca-

refied, efteemed, and feared by their neighbours, and

refpe&ed by the kings of France, Spain, the emperor,
and even the grand Turk, who had often experienced the

power and valour of their fleets : ambafTadors came to

Venice from Matthias, king of Hungary, to contract an

alliance with the republic, a requeft which the fenate

readily granted. Thus were they courted and folicited by
the greatefi monarchs m

.

Lodovico, in the mean time, envying their profperity, S/orza de-

and jealous of their growing interefl in Tufcany, refolved dares jar

to declare openly in behalf the Florentines againft the Ve- the
f.

io~

a nr i -i j *i - rentities,
nctians and rilans : he even prevailed on the pope to

promife to join him with one hundred men at arms, and

fend a fquadron of three gallies to block up Pifa by fea,

and prevent the city's receiving fuccours and provifions.

His holinefs never, however, performed his engagements,
from an apprehenfion of quarrelling with the republic ;

but Lodovico began to declare himfelf, by denying the

Venetian troops, which were ordered to Pifa, a paiTage

through his dominions, and obliging them to go round by
Ferrara. He next prevailed upon the emperor to take

fome fefolutions oppofite to the interell of the republic :

then he induced Giovanni Bentivoglio and the Bolognefe
to contract an alliance with him, and extorted a promife
from the republic of Lucca not to join the Venetians n

.

During thefe tranfa&ions Lewis of France was making
preparations to invade Milan. In this enterprize he

hoped for the amftance of the Venetians, who he knew
bore a mortal grudge to Lodovico ; nor was he difap-

pointed in his hope, for the republic readily executed a Treaty be*

treaty with his ambafTadors. It was flipulated that the 'w^
king fhould invade the duchy of Milan on the fide of J^yL^
Piedmont, while the Venetians attacked it on that of the Uanu
Parmefan j and, the Milanefe being reduced, the territory

of Ghiradadda and the Cremonefe mould be ceded to the

» Bemb. lib. iii. n Foug. lib, vi. dec. iv.
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republic, on condition that, for a time fpecified, they
{hould fupport the king with a certain number of forces.

This contract was made fo fecretly, that it was fome time

before either the pope or Sforza could learn the par-
ticulars °.

When Lodcvico got intimation of this unexpected al-

liance, he was quite thunderftruck ; but refolvingto with-

ftand the Venetians by any means, he fecretly difpatched
an envoy to Conftantinople, to excite the grand feignor

againft the republic p. By fome means the fenate got
notice of Sforza's intentions, and hearing that the Turks
were preparing a great fleet, fent Zancani, a fenator, to

the Porte, to found the emperor's defigns, and renew the

treaty with the grand feignor. Zancani was well re-

ceived, and, the better to deceive him, the treaty was re-

newed, but in Latin, a language by which the Turk did

did not think himfelf bound. The ambaflador was foon

informed of this part of the Mohammedan religion by
Gritti, a Venetian, who had longrefided in Conftantino-

ple \ he therefore laboured with all his might to have the

treaty executed in the Turkifh language, but was difap-

pointed s. Sforza like wife, by means of Hercules d'Efte,
endeavoured to reconcile the Venetians and Florentines,

hoping, by this mediation, to moderate the indignation
of the republic. To fecure the fuccefs of his fcheme he

acquainted the Florentines, that as Lewis was preparing
to invade his dominions, he (hould be under the neceflity
of recalling, for his own defence, thofe forces which acted

againft Pifa. D'Efte attended the congrefs in perfon, and
was made umpire of the differences between the Vene-

tians, Florentines, and Pifans ; but his decifion proving
unfatisfaclory to all parties, the congrefs came to nothing.
The Pifans, however, were fo offended with the repub-
lic for fome concemons unfavourable to them, that they
took the guard of the city from the Venetian troops, and
even obliged them to quit Pifa.

In the mean time Trivulcio had affembled a confider-

able army for the French king, about Piedmont, and that

monarch was come to Lyons in his way to Italy, whence
he fent an envoy to the fenate, with orders that he fhould

Trench and attend the Venetian army wherever it marched. Great
Venetian honours were conferred on the French minifter : he was
#>-my af- prefented with a fine horfe richly caparifoned, and two
fettibles.

• Guicciard. lib. iv. P Foug. lib. vii. dec. iv. 1 Bembu
lib. ill.

/ pounds
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pounds of gold, together with a complete field equipage
r
.

Then the army, confifting of feven thoufand foot and an

equal number of horfe, was directed to begin their march.
Alviana had the command, who, croffing the Oglio, en-

tered the enemy's country, and foon reduced a number
of towns and forts : at laft, advancing to Caravaggio, he
took it by afTault, together with feveral other places on
the river Adda. Lodovico began to tremble for his domi-
nions ; and difpatched an ambaffador to Venice, with or-

ders to take Ferrara in his way. D'Efte, who had always
countenanced Sforza, fent a gentleman before the Mi-
lanefe ambaflador, to requeft that the fenate would not

deny him an audience s
; but he was neverthelefs forbid

the city. Frederic of Naples, about the fame time, ac-

quainted the fenate with his intention offending five hun-
dred horfe to Sforza's affiftance ; and was anfwered, that

Sforza required much ftronger reinforcements ; but that

they would efteem even that fmall number an hoftility
commenced againft the republic, which they would refent

accordingly
c
.

Lodovico, deflitute of all hopes of foreign aid, began
to think of gaining the affections of his own fubjecls, by
whom he was detefted : for this purpofe he remitted one-
third of the taxes with which they were oppreffed,
and executed other popular acts ; after which he en-

rolled the name of every perfon in the duchy fit to bear

arms.

In the mean time he was hemmed in on every fide, the

Venetians having advanced to Lodi, while the French,
after having reduced Alexandria, were proceeding towards
Milan. Sforza, terrified at their approach, fent his fa-

mily to Germany, whither he was preparing to follow :

this conduct determined the Milanefe to acquaint him,

by four of the chief citizens, that finding he diftrufted

their loyalty, they were refolved to fubmit to the French;
and Lodovico, having no farther hopes, fet out with five

hundred light horfe for Germany, having with tears tak-

en leave of the citizens. Bernardino di Corte, with three

thoufand foot, in whom he confided, together with (tore

of arms, provifions, and money, fufhcient for a long
/defence, were left in the citadel

•,
but Sforza was not

gone three days before the ungrateful Bernardino, whom

Ji
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he had bred from a child, and loved as his fort, bafely be-

trayed the city into the hands of the French.

Milan and In the mean time the Venetians advanced to Cremona,
Oemoaa and fummoned the governor to furrender; but the citi-

tht French
zens defiring two ^ ay s t0 confider of the propofals, the

aidVa.e- time was granted, and they feized the opportunity of

tians- fending to Trivulcio, the French general, to requeit he

would tidce pofTeffion of the city. Trivulcio, however,

replying that Cremona belonged to the Venetians by an
article of the treaty between his mailer and the republic,

AD.M9 3
they received the provediters into the city, conducting

"

them, to their quarters under a canopy of ftate. Antonio

Battaglioni, to whom Sforza had committed the defence

of the citadel, being fummoned next day to furrender,
contented to betray his matter for the fum of one hundred
and fifty pounds of gold, the rank of a gentleman of Ve-

nice, a houfe in the city, and another in the country
near Padua. Cremona being thus annexed to the Vene-
tian dominions, the fenate fent magiftrates thither to go-
vern in the fame manner and by the fame laws ufed in

other parts of the republic. Two ambatfadors were like-

wife chofen, and thefe, together with the new ma-

£i Urates, ordered to wait upon the king who was come to

Mantua, and to compliment him in the name of the doge
and fenate u

.

While the Venetians were thus extending their domi-
nions in Italy, and gathering laurels on the continent,

they were threatened with a dangerous war in their iflands,

the Morea, and Greek dominions. The governor of Za-
ra fent advice of the great preparations Bajazet had made

by fea and land, and likewife of the arrival of two thou-

fand Turkifh horfe, in the Zaratin. The fenate imme-

diately appointed Grimani admiral, who, unwilling to

lofe time, generoufly lent the ftate eighty pounds of gold
War^vdh towards equipping the fleet. Before the Venetians put tow Turk:. ^ t jie Turkifh fleet came out of the ftreights, to the

number of two hundred and fixty fail, commanded by

Bajazet in perfon: they directed their courfe towards Ro-

magnia, a circumitance which gave the fenate hopes they
had no defign upon Rhodes. Grimani at laft let fail with

forty-fix gallies, feventeen large merchant (hips armed, and

eighty fmall vefiels, fteering direftly for Modon. Hav-
ing intelligence that Bajazet fought him, he fleered to the

iiiand of Sapienz2, near Modon, and there drew up his

* Guicciard. lib. iv,

.fleet,
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fleet. The Turks loon appeared and offered battle, which

was accepted by Grimani, who had been reinforced the

day before by Andrea .Loretano and feventeen gallies,

which he had equipped at his own expence. Loretano be-

gan the engagement, and every where drove the Turks
before him : the fight grew bloody and defperate, when Battle he-

ibme Venetian (hips taking fire, the whole fleet was in tween Ba-

danger of being burnt, the wind blowing from that quar-
Ja^

et and

ter
w

. Two or three gallies were actually deftroyed ; and %\anSt

Grimani found himfelf under the neceffity of founding
a retreat, to prevent its progrefs.
The grand-mafter of Rhodes being under apprehenfions

of a vifit from the Turks, fent to Lewis of France and the

republic for fuccour. A fquadron of twenty-two fail was

immediately equipped in Provence and Venice, and fent

to his afliftance : on the arrival of -this fleet, it was found
r.hat the Turks had fome other defign, and the allies re-

turned to Zant, and joined Grimani. This admiral

was accufed of neglecting his duty before the laft en-

gagement : it was faid that he let flip a favourable oppor-

tunity of defeating the Turks the day before he engaged ;

and that now he omitted another fair occafion of righting,

for which omifhonhe was recalled, and publicly cenfured.

The Turks in the mean time had taken Lepanto
x
. Nor

were they idle towards the continent ; for, entering Dal- Turks en*

matia, they fcoured the confines of Zara, and, finding ter Dal-

no oppofition, wafted and deftroyed the country as far as mat ^a'

Livanza, taking a great number of prifoners. Upon this

intelligence Zancani marched to the frontiers with a

ftrong armv
•,
but failing in his duty, he was fuperfeded

and confined four years prifoner in Padua. Thus flood

affairs with the Turks, while the Venetian and French

troops, under Csefar Borgia, fon of pope Alexander, pro-
ceeded to Romagna, where they befieged and took cer-

tain towns belonging to the patrimony of the church,
which the pope refigned up to Borgia.
The fenate, for the fecurity of their own dominions

during the war in Romagna, fent three thoufand foot and
two thoufand horfe to Pvavenna, under Alviana, to be dis-

tributed round their frontiers in fuch a manner as to form
a chain. When that officer arrived, he received a mcf-

fage from Giovanni Sforza, requefting that he might be
taken into the protection of the republic, and fcreened

w Bemb. lib. iii. Foug. lib. vii. dec, iv. * Bemb.
lib. iv.

from
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from the vengeance of Borgia, who hated him impla-
cably ; but Alviana told the ambaffador, that he was per-
fuaded the fenate would never protect a prince who had
fo mortally offended them in concealing Lodovico's am-

bafiador, difpatched with defign to excite Bajazet againit
the republic.
Mean while Lodovico, returning with fome fuccours

from Germany, conceived hopes of regaining his domi-

nions, from the diftafte the Milanefe exprelTed for the

French government. The fenate, upon intelligence that

he was preparing to re-enter Italy, ordered their troops
to file off towards the Cremonefe, and reinforced the ar-

my with three ihoufand Swifs they had taken into the

fervice of the republic. Lodovico arriving at Coma took it

without ftriking a blow, the French garrifon furrender-

ing at difcretion, to prevent being enclofed between his

forces without, and the difaffected inhabitants within the

city. Thence he lent his brother Afcanio towards Milan,
where there was a ftrong party formed in his favour.

Trivulcio was governor of Milan, and being chief of the

Guelph faction in Lombardy, was extremely obnoxious

to the Ghibellines, who formed a majority of the citi-

zens : this animofity was carried fo far that news of the

furrer.der of Coma no fooner arrived than Lodovico was

proclaimed, and Trivulcio forced to retire with the garri-
fon to the citadel, and next day to Novara. In this man-
ner Lodovico recovered the Milanefe, with as much faci-

lity as the allies had reduced his dominions. Pavia and

Parma prefently followed the example ©f the capital ;

Lodi and Placentia would have done the fame, had not

the Venetians prevented it by ordering fome troops to

march thither y
. He did not long enjoy this profperity -,

for while he was befieging Novara, the French army af-

fembled in Piedmont, and, joining the Venetians, pour-
ed into Milan, made Lodovico prifoner, and fent him to

France : Afcanio was likewife taken and fent after his bro-

ther, but releafed at the death of Lodovico.

No fooner was this affair concluded than the fenate fent

Lodovico Manenti to Bajazet, complaining of his having
attacked them by fea and land, contrary to the treaty made
the year before with Zancani ; likewife to folicit the li-

berty of the Venetian merchants, reftitution of Lepanto,
and the renewal of the treaty. They were induced by
two reafons to try the effects of this embaffy ; the firft

y Guicciard. lib. v.

arofe
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arofe from the low ftate of the exchequer, and the other

from credible intelligence that Bajazet would not be a-

verfe to moderate conditions : but their expectations were

difappointed •,
for Bajazet' s demands were infolent, and

fuch as might have been expected in coufequence of a

war, in which he was every where victorious. He told

Manenti that if the fenate defired peace they mud reftore

to him Napoli, Modon, and Coron, the three principal
cities the republic held in the Morea

•,
and alfo pay one

hundred pounds of gold yearly, by way of tribute. Ma-
nenti returning with this anlwer, the fenate refolved upon
profecuting the war with vigour

2
. Their firft care was

to fortify the fronders of Friuli againft the incurfions of

the Turks ; then they fent Quirini and Lodovico Canalis

with a fmall body of foot, for the defence of Corfu : they
likewife difpatched {lores and troops to Napoli, upon ad-

vice that Bajazet, with a prodigious fleet, intended a de-

fcent on the Morea. Melchiei Trevifano, the Venetian

admiral, aflembled his whole force, amounting to feventy

fail, at Zant
-,
but the Turkifh fleer, which exceeded two

hundred vcflels, arriving on the coatt of Napoli, landed a

body of horfe to fcour the country as far as the walls of

the city. The garrifon fallying out upon them, obliged
the Turks to retire

•, upon which they filed off towards

Modon, fending a large detachment to lay fiege to Junca.
The garrifon was well fupplied with every necefiary, and
commanded by Contareni, the proveditor, a brave officer.

Sallying out upon the Turks, they entirely defeated and
forced them to raife the fiege the day after the trenches

had been opened. Trevifano, general of the Vene-
tian army, dying, the command devolved upon Con-

tareni, until the fenate mould otherwife fill up the va-

cancy
a
.

In the mean time Bajazet, with all his force, laid fiege
to Modon, which Contareni determined to relieve at all

events. The garrifon was badly provided with flores and

provifions, the chief fupplies having been fent to Napoli,
from a notion the fenate entertained, that the firft attempt
would be againft that city. Contareni failed from Zant
with the fleet, determined to fight the enemy though

greatly fuperior : as foon as he defcried the Turkifh fleet,

he bore down upon it in order of battle, and was received

by one hundred ftout gallies. Not difcouraged at the ene-

my's numbers, Contareni began the engagement, which

z Bcmb. ibid. »
Foug. lib. viii- dec. iv.

con-
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A battle. continued with great fury and advantage to the Venetians
for the fpace of rive hours ; but the wind flackening, and
a perfect calm fucceeding, they loft the fruits of their fu-

perior hull in navigation, and were forced to fight upon
equal terms: they had almoft funk under the powerful

weight of the enemy, when a gale fpringing up enabled

Contareni to difengage his fleet and retire to Zant, with

the lofs of two of his largeft (hips. Bajazet gained the

honour of the victory, but his lofs was more confiderable

than that of the Venetians ; for befides a prodigious (laugh-
ter of his men, fix gallies were funk and deftroyed

b
.

The Venetian admiral, having refitted the fleet, was
(till bent upon fending fuccours to the befieged. He chofe

five of the flouted gallies, with refolute officers, who en-

gaged at all events to pufh through the Turkifh fleet, and

fupply the city with provifions. Thinking it neceflary to

acquaint the befieged of his intention, he difpatched a

yatcht, manned with certain defperadoes, to defire the

garrifon would make a diverfion in favour of the fquadron

coming to their relief. The boat entered the harbour,
amidft the enemy's fhot, with the lofs only of one rower;
and the fquadron foon following, kept a running fight
with the Turks, and in fpite of all their endeavours got

"Modon ta- fafe into the harbour. Their arrival was joyful, but it

ken by the occafioned the lofs of Modon ; for fo eager were the gar-

^/T/'' ?
r^on t0 rece*ve fupplies, that, neglecting their pods, they

'tbivnsof
locked in crowds to the fhore ; and the Turks, feizingthe

the Morea, opportunity, fcaled the walls, and entered the town in

excepting fuch multitudes, as baffled all the valour of the garrifon
c
.

Naptti. Thus was Modon loft by the very means which might
have faved it, in defiance of all the Turkiih power. The

garrifon and inhabitants were all put to the fword, ex-

cepting the governor, who was fent in chains and prefent-
ed before the walls of Junca, a fpectacle which fo intimi-

dated the garrifon that the fort was furrendered without a

ftroke. Coron foon after capitulated upon honourable

terms ; and of all the towns the republic held in the Mo-
rea, none of any confequence now remained befides Na-

poli
ri

. This the Turks foon invefted ; but after a tedious

and bloody fiege were forced to abandon the enterprize,
the city being well fupplied, and the governor determined

to bury himfelf in its ruins.

h
Foug. lib. viii. dec. iv. c Bemb. lib. iv. etiam Foug.

ibid. « Ibid.

About
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About the time Modon furrendered, the Venetian fleet

was difperfed and terribly mattered in a ftorm, which
drove feveral mips as far as Candia. Benedetto Peflari,

who was appointed admiral in the room of Trevifano,
came to Zant while the Turks were befieging Napoli. As
foon as he had collected and refitted the fleet, he deter-

mined to go in queft of the enemy; but Bajazet, having

intelligence of his defign, commanded the bafhaw to raife

the fiege of Napoli, and return with the fleet to Conftan-

tinople. Peflari fent a frigate to view the enemy, who
had failed the day before the cruizer arrived, a circum-

ftance which determined the Venetian to fleer his courfe

to Legina, the Turks having taken and garrifoned that

ifland during the fiege of Napoli: there he landed fome A.D.isoot

troops, who foon reduced the fort, put the garrifon to the . >•—

fword, and brought the Turkifh governor prifoner on
board. Thence he went to Mitylene, where he was at-

tended with equal fuccefs. The plunder of this ifland

he diftributed among his troops, and failed for Tenedos,
which having burnt to the ground, he attacked the rear

of the Turkith fleet as it was entering the itreights, and
took nine gallies, the crews of which he put to death c

.

After this exploit he proceeded to the ifland of Samo-
thrace, where, underftanding that the inhabitants fub-

mitted from neceflity to the Turkiih dominion, he receiv-

ed them into the protection of the republic, and left a

garrifon and governor, upon whom the natives fettled a

falary of a tenth of the produce of the ifland. Next he
went and facked Cavilta, and returned from thence to

Napoli loaded with booty, and adored by the troops,
whofe hearts he had gained by his generofuy and valour f

.

Here receiving advice that the Spanifli fleet, under Gon-
falvo Ferdinandes, was come to Zant to join the Vene-

tians, he immediately failed thither. Palling by Junca,
he ordered Charles Contareni to be beheaded on the prow
of his galley, for having furrendered that flrong fort to

the Turks upon the firft fummon's. Both fleets in conjunc- CepIialcniA
tion went and befieged Cephalonia, which they carried taken by

by the obftinate intrepidity of the Spanifli and Venetian PeJf^ru

infantry. Junca likewife was recovered by means of one
Demetrius of Modon, who, concerting meafures with
fome of his friends, fucceeded {o happily, that fifty Turks

being killed, therelt made their efcape over the walls, and
abandoned the fort.

« Berab. lib. ir« f
Foug. lib. viii. dec iv.

Peflari
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PefTari failed with fourteen flout gallics to Prevezc,
where he was told the Turks were preparing a fleet : here
he took three gallies ready to put to fea, and burnt feveral

others on the flocks ; then he fleered to Corfu, where he
ordered the fleet to rendezvous and refit. Before he went
on this laft expedition, Gonfalvo took his leave and retir-

ed to winter in Sicily. Pefari, having refitted the fleet,

failed to the mouth of the river Bojan, with intention to

deflroy a Turkifh fquadron which lay there ; but the ene-

my, drawing their mips fourteen miles up the river, pre-
vented his defign. The veteran commander, leaving a

(mall fquadron to block them up, returned to Corfu : here

the fenate rewarded the courage of the troops by a liberal

gratuity to every foldier who had diflinguifhed himfelf,
and by taking care of the families of thofe who had died in

the fervice.

While PefTari was performing wonders at fea, the fenate

fent an ambafTador to Ladiflaus, king of Hungary, to en-

Treaty gage mm m an alliance againil Bajazet. In this treaty

nmth the the pope defired to be included ; and it was flipulated that

king of the king, with all his forces, mould attack the Turks, in

Hungary, confideration of a fubfidy of three thoufand pounds in gold
from the Venetians, and four hundred from the pontiff.
Towards the clofe of this alliance Agoftino Barbarigo died,
after he had governed fifteen years, with the reputation of

a temperate and prudent prince, fparing of the public, and

profufe of his own money ; but his good qualities were
tinctured with jealoufy and morofenefs, which rendered

his character difagreeable : the fovereign was efteemed,
but the man was not beloved s. He was fucceeded by
Leonardo Loretano, a man equally refpedled for his birth

and qualifications.

LEONARDO LORETJNO, Doge LXXF.

Leonardo THE new doge began his government by propofing
Loretano* that PefTari the admiral fhould, in reward of his fervices,

be made a procurator of St. Mark's, in the room of Tro-
no deceafed. He was accordingly elected, in his abfence,
to this dignity, one of the firfl in the flate h

. Early in the

fpring the French and Portuguefe fleets came into the

Archipelago, to aflift the Venetians againfl the Turks ;

but thofe auxiliaries proved of no fervice to the republic,
as peace was foon after concluded. The fenate had jufL

g Sanfov. delle Vit. di Princip. Sanfov. Cron. Verier,

received
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received advice from Andrea Gritti, that Achmet, the

'grand vizier, was not averfe to an accommodation ; they

accordingly fent an ambaflador to Hungary, to defire the

king would fend plenipotentiaries to Conftantinople ; and

the king confented, on condition of the republic's conti-

nuing to him a yearly fubfidy of three hundred pounds of

gold
1
. The treaty was accordingly concluded, on fome A.D.1503.

trifling conceflionswhich the republic made to Bajazet, who —
was by this time tired out with the war he carried on in Fea£e <wlth

Afia as well as in Europe. The grand feignor difpatched
aJaxet*

an ambaflador extraordinary to Venice, who made his en-

trance with great magnificence, and was received with

particular marks of diftinclion.

The republic was fcarce delivered from this war, when
ambafladors arrived from Lewis the Twelfth, to engage her

in an alliance againft Spain, which the fenate abfolutely

rejected, though they agreed to continue the ancient

treaty. The death of pope Alexander the Sixth; the

election of a new pope, who outlived his elevation but a

few days ; and the choice of a fuccefTor to Pius the

Third, occurred in this interval of tranquillity which the

republic enjoyed. Upon the acceflion of Julius the Se-

cond to the papal chair, the republic fent an embafly of

eight of the chief nobility to congratulate his holinefs :

they were kindly received, and mutual profeflions of ef-

teem were exchanged.
Thefe profeflions produced no real cordiality. Julius

was jealous of the extraordinary acquifitions made by the

republic : he even advifed the duke of Valentinois to re-

cover the towns the Venetians had torn from his domi-

nions k
. This difpofition obliged the fenate to caution

the proveditors in Romagna, to take every ftep they

thought neceflary for the fafety and intereft of the ftate :

they accordingly laid fiege to Tafignana and Meldola, two

flrong towns, which furrendered upon the firft fummons.

Highly incenfed againft the fenate, pope Julius fent the A.D. 1504,

biftiop of Tivoli to Venice to reprehend them, and pro-
cure the reftitution of Faenza and Rimini, and alfo to re-

queft the afliftance of the republic towards recovering the

other towns in the hands of Valentinois. The nuncio de-

livered his inftru£tions, but was anfwered, that the pope
had no authority over the towns he mentioned ; that they
never had been claimed by any of his predeceflcrs, nor ef-

»

Foug. dec iv. lib. viii. k Guicciard, lib. v. Foug.
Kb. ix. cite, iv,

teemed
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teemed a part of the church patrimony -,
and that they

had been ceded in open confiitory to the Valenrinois fa-

mily : they added, that this exertion of defpotifm was not

fuitable to piofeffions of friendihip and the good offices

which had puffed between his holinefs and the republic,
which they were willing to maintain as long as it could

be done with juftice to the honour and majefty of the ccm-
$uarrel monwealth. The nuncio was then di ("milled

J

; but Julius
hetweenthe ma jntaining his point, yet knowing his ftrength unequal

Ket bi
t0 ^uPPort ** by arms » na(i recourfe to menaces and threats

that he would ftir up all the princes of Europe againft the

republic. Juftiniano, their ambaffador at Rome, endea-

voured to appeafe the pontiff \ but he would liften to no

propofals, until the towns were firft ceded. The ambaffa-

dor acquainted the fenate with the pope's declaration, and

they immediately affembled to deliberate upon an anfwer ;

but while they were fitting, the nuncio returned with

haughty letters, delivered with an air and fpeech no lefs

imperious. Greatly perplexed in what manner to conduct

themfelves, the fenate at length determined to fend em-
baffies to the emperor and king of France, to refute the

complaints made by Julius. The remonflrances of their

ambaffadors had a good effec~l for the time. Both mo-
narchy feemed fatisfied of the equity of their plea ; and

the pope's ambaffadors returned chagrined and difappoint-

cd, having obtained nothing more than that the princes
would fend commiffioners to debate the caufe at Rome m

.

A.D.i 5c 5. However, the emperor foon forgot his complaifance to

the republic ;
for next year he fent ambaffadors to Venice,

to defire that Faenza and Rimini might be furrendered.

He had a right to this demand, he faid, as the natural

protector of the holy fee ; he defired, that if they thought
the demand unreasonable, they would fubmit it to arbi-

tration. He declared he would labour to procure the

pope's confent ;
and hftly, that he would be umpire, and

decide according to equity, without prejudice, paffion, or

partiality.
The fenate, being well affured of the empe-

ror's inclinations, and in what manner he would deter-

mine the point in difpute, anfwered, that their claim was

fo clear as to render an umpire unneceffary.

AD. 1506. In the mean time a confederacy was formed between
. the emperor and the French king ; upon which the latter

fent John Lafcaris to Venice, to intreat the fenate to com-

promife matters with the pope, in order to pave the way

1 Bsmb. lib. iv. m Barre Hift. d'Allem. torn. viii. par, i.

for
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for a general.league againft the Othoman empire : he add-

ed, that he had fwore to the league with Maximilian, not
to attack any Chriftian (late, but- only to fupport each

other, if attacked. The fenate replied, that they had
taken all poffible means to be reconciled to his holinefs,
and had even offered to hold the towns in difpute, of the

church, and to pay any reafonable tribute : they congra-
tulated his majefty on the treaty with Maximilian : but as
it was ftipulated in the treaty between the republic and
the king, that neither mould contract other alliances, they
requefled to know why his majefty had given them no in-

timation of his intentions. The ambaiTador was a good
deal embarralfed at this unexpected queflion : however,
he anfwered, that though he was ignorant of his mailer's

motives for the treaty, he could aiTure the fenate, that the
Venetians could be joyfully received into the alliance.

Unfatisfied with mere compliments, the fenate deter-

mined to try the iiTue of another ambalTy to the pope, by*
which they made propofals ; firft, to reftore Rimini and
all they had taken in Romagna fince the death of Alexan-
der the Sixth, except Faenza and its appendages ; fecond-

ly, to reftore Faenza under certain restrictions and limi-

tations. This laft propofal the pope feemed to relifh ; but
a feries of intrigues and negociations between him, the

French king, and the emperor, for the fpace of two years,
fruftrated the treaty. The Venetian grandeur and wealth
excited the jealoufy of thofe great powers as well as of the

little princes and Hates, the neighbours of the republic.
It would be endlefs, however, to recite all the embafhes,

treaties, and negociations, that occurred during this pe-^

riod ; fufficient it is to obferve that they ended in a con-

federacy againft the republic, the molt powerful which

Europe had then ever beheld.

A year before the league of Cambray wras formed, a A.D1567.
, kind of war broke out between Maximilian and the re-

' -—

public. It had been fuggefted to the emperor, that Lewis's

defign in coming to Italy was to feize upon the patrimony
of the church, and to difmember the dominions of the

holy fee. This notion the Venetians, who were not pleafed
with the king's refolution, took care to confirm. The Pitt of

emperor upon this intimation, aiTembled the diet of Con- ConJJahcea

fiance, wherein it was determined that his imperial ma-

jelty mould go into Italy, attended by a retinue of eight
thoufand foot, twenty-four thoufand horfe, and a train

of artillery. The pretext was, to receive the imperial
Mod. Vol. XXIV. K crown
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crown at the pope's hands, a ceremony which had not yet
been performed, notwithflanding he had wore the diadem
for feveral years

n
.

Both Lewis and the republic were greatly perplexed at

this refolution, and left no expedient untried to prevent it

by means of the princes of the diet. Maximilian difpatched
four noblemen to Venice, to folicit a pafTage through the

dominions of the republic, giving the fenate the ftrongeit
affurances that he would offer no moleftation to the

meaneft Venetian fubjedl. Lewis laboured hard to per-
fuade the fenate to deny this requeft, promifing to aflift

the republic with all his forces to oppofe the emperor.
A.D.i 508. The king's requeft was agreeable to the inclinations of the
1

fenate, who knew how defirous Maximilian was of an

opportunity of fupporting his claim by force of arms to

certain towns annexed to the republic, which the emperor
pretended were a part of the dominions of the houfe of

Auftria. The ambaflador was therefore told, that the re-

public would chearfully grant the emperor a pafiage, if he
would difmifs his formidable retinue, which they could

not fufFer to pafs into Italy confiftently with their treaty
with the French king. Maximilian gave the republic to

underftand that he would force a paflage, and accordingly
The empe- prepared to execute his menaces. In the month of Fe-

Tntoltah!*
kruary> notwithflanding the extreme inclemency of the

feafon, he palled the Alps, and, after a march fcarcely

Credible, arrived within four leagues of Verona. The
French governor in Milan fent fix hundred men to the

afhftance of the republic, which, with the Venetian forces*
formed an army of two thoufand foldiers, under Alviana.

Had the emperor known how to ufe the good fortune

which almoft always attended him, this body muft have
funk under his power j but, having furmounted the

greateft difficulty, he approached Vincenza without tak-

ing any meafures to befige it, though flrenuoufly advifed

to this enterprize by the marquis of Brandenbourg. As
this city was but poorly provided againft a fiege t it muft

probably have furrendered before Alviana could have come
to its relief; hence away into the Venetian dominions
would have been opened, and a retreat fecured, befides

pofTefnon gained of a town, otherwife of great importance
to the fuccefs of the expedition ; but the emperor declined

»» Baron. Hift. Ecch fub hoc an. Barre Hift. d'Allem. torn viii.

par. i.

attack-
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attacking it, under pretence that he was not prepared to

undertake a liege of fo much confequence and hazard ;

that he would not lead to deltrudlion troops it was his

duty to fave ; but that, leaving the Venetians within their

wills, he would retire to Trent, where the army could be

better fupplied. Thus abandoning the conqueft in his

power, he actually marched feveral leagues farther from
the frontiers of Italy.

Thence he went to attend the diet at Ulm, leaving his

troops a prey to the enemy. Alviana, feizing on a pafs
left unguarded by the Germans, entered the valley Cado-

rino, and there attacked the imperial army. The Ger-

mans perceiving they were (hut in, determined to force

their way, a battle enfued, in which both fides fought with

great courage ; at laft, the Imperialifts were broken and TheGer*

defeated, leaving five thoufand dead on the field. After mans dt*

this exploit, Alviana laid fiege to Cadorino, Gradifk, Qo-featsd,

ritz, and a number of other places belonging to the houfe
of Auftria. On the other fide Contareni, with the fleet,

inverted Triefte, Cap Iftria, Rovigno, and Pola, with many
other cities on the coatls of Iftria and Friuli. Every thing
iucceeded with the Venetians by fea and land, and it would
have been difficult to aflign bounds to their conquefts, had

Trivulcio, with the French troops, remained firm to their

engagements. Alviana had formed a defign of befieging
Trent, in expectation of being iupported by Trivulcio ;

but this general, underftanding that the treaty between hi§

mailer and the republic was only defective, refufcd to enter

upon ofFenfive meafure-.

BefidesTrivulcio'srefufal, other impediments obflruclecl

Alviana's defign ; fome of the wifeft perfonages in the re-

public declared againit an open rupture with the emperor,
Dominico Morolini, in particular, a procurator of St.

Mark's, aged ninety, of great experience and found judg-
ment, employed all his eloquence to diffuade them from
fuch a meafure. The fenate at that time determined no-

thing, but referred the ifTue to another fitting: in a few

days, intelligence was received that the emperor was levy-

ing forces on the confines of Verona, and in the country
Of the Grifons, which determined the fenate unanimoufly
to proceed in the war. Morofmi now eagerly prefTed this

meafure, which he had fo lately oppofed. The refolution

was tranfmitted to the proveditors upon the frontiers, and

in Iftria, with reinforcements of troops, and fupplies .;f

money and (fores. In confequence of thefe orders 1

ana took Protonovi, then reduced Fama, a city of S

nia, which he burnt >
at length, crcfling the Alps, h

K 2 veiled
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Trtefie
taken by
the Vene'

tians.

Prefbi ftrong town on the confiivetted and t

of Hungary
While the Venetians were purfuing their conquefts, the

emperor's army affembled at Trent, attacked and defeated

a corps of three thoufand republicans near Calliona
*,
but

this victorious army foon dwindled away, the foldiers mu-

tinying and deferting for want of pay. The Grifons, to

a man, left the Imperial general, who was reduced to fe-

ven thoufand men, and forced to retire : upon which the

Venetians, advancing as far as Trent, laid wafte the

country, and took fome towns and forts of little confe-

quence. Maximilian, being in great want of men and

money, difpirited by the lofs of Triefte, and the fuccefs

of the republic, made overtures for a peace. After fome

altercation, a congrefs was fixed to fit at Venice. The

emperor's commiflioners were the bifliop of Trent, and

Lorentano his fecretary. Lewis appointed Trivulcio and

Charles Godfrey to attend j and the affairs of the republic
were committed to Zachary Contareni, a perfon in great
efteem. The great point which the Imperial commif-

fioners laboured was to difunite the French and Venetians.

To fucceed the better in this attempt, they promifed Con-

tareni, to make him acquainted with the nature of the late

fecret treaty between the emperor and the king, if he

would, on the other hand, renounce the alliance of Lev/is.

This propofition was rejected by the Venetian with dif-

dain, who declared he would conquer or die with his al-

lies p . The Imperialifts, finding themfelves disappointed
in this project, made another propofal, which was ac-

cepted, though in its confequences it anfwered the empe-
ror's purpofe as well as the former. This was, that a truce

of three years lhould take place, including the three powers
concerned in the Italian war, in order to fettle prelimina-
ries for a general peace : that in the mean time all con-

quefts mould remain in the hands of the poffeflbrs, who
ihould have the liberty of fortifying all the places which

they retained after peace was concluded. Contareni did

not diflike this propofal, but he defired leave to confult

the fenate before he returned an anfwer. This circum-

flance, which occafioned the warmeft difputes, was ob-

vioufly calculated as a bait for Contareni to draw him
from the allfance of France, fince Lewis reaped nothing

by the war, and the emperor had loft by it dominion as

° Barre Hift. Allenii torn. viii# p. 2*

Bemb, lib. iv.

p Guic lib. v. etiam

well
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veil as reputation. The French commiflioners not only
refufed theif aflent to this article, but likewife to accede

to the truce, unlefs it was made general, and the duke of

Gueldres, whofe ruin Maximilian had planned, was in-

cluded *.

The fenate's inftruclions to Contarini were, that he

fhould clofe with the propofals of the Imperialifls ; that

he fhould endeavour to get Trivulcio and Godfrey to figu

them, but upon their refufal conclude a feparate truce,

with this provifo, that fix months mould be granted to the

French plenipotentiaries to determine. In confequence of

thefe injunctions, Contareni ihewed fo much eagernefs
and zeal to finilh the truce, as made the French plenipo-
tentiaries fufpect the republic had very little regard to the

intereft of her allies ; however, the treaty was concluded,
and the French left to complain of the ingratitude of the

republic, and the cunning of Maximilian r
.

In this meafure the fenate certainly miftook their aim, as

appeared by the confequences. Nothing could be more

contrary to the true intereft of Venice, than a rupture
with a monarch, the moft powerful and natural protector
of the republic. Lewis, by the acquifition of Milan, had
a ftrong intereft in prelerving the rights and privileges of

the Venetians, and in fupporting their caule againft all

enemies. Their contiguity to his duchy made them the

natural guarantees of it, and this again obliged him to pro-
tect them by means of the large army which he neceflarily

kept on foot in Italy ; but the iflue is the beft proof of the

mifcondu£r. of the fenate s
.

Alviana, after having given orders concerning the for-

tifications of Goritz and other conquefts, returned to Ve-

nice, where triumphal honours were decreed him. The
order was new, and it is difficult to aflign the fenate's mo-
tives for falling in fo late with a practice they had fo long

neglected. The moft probable reafon is, that they ac-

commodated the reward to the difpofition and genius of

the general, who efteemed nothing lb much as glory, and

thought all his fervices iufficiently repaid by honours
which diftinguifhed him above others. Barre alleges, that

this inftance of vanity ccnfiderably forwarded the league

againft the republic. Undoubtedly the emperor was

greatly piqued at this triumph, which he thought a blot

upon his own glory, as well as a reflexion on the empire ;

* Commines, p. i»6.
r Guicciard. p. 475. s Barre Hid.

d'Allem. par. ii.

K 3 and
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and it is certain that he determined upon vengeance, am
even to fmother his refentment againit France, in ordei

to wipe off" this difgrace. But the great fpring of the league
of Cambray was Lewis's indignation : he complained to

Condelmere, the Venetian ambafTador, of the injury done
him by concluding a feparate treaty ; of the ingratitude
and felfifti motives of the republic; 2nd even dropt fomt

menaces, which plainly indicated his intentions of feekinj

revenge
r
.

Italy was, at this period, divided among fix differen

princes and flates, namely, the pope, the king of Franc
as duke of Milan, the king of Arragon and Naples, the

republics of Venice and Florence, and the duke of Fer-

rara; this latter deriving his fecurity from the mutual jea-

loufy of the Venetians and the holy fee. To thefemay be

added the emperor Maximilian, who, without pofTeilin
an inch of ground in Italy, laid claim to all that belonge
to his anceftors, and more particularly to the Venetian

Rzfeofthe dominions on the continent. Thus did fix powers ima-
hague of gme thcmfelves interefted in a partition of the territory o
Lambraj. t j,e repUbHc, and of confequence in her deftrucTion. Maxi

milian was eager to pofTefs fome place which would fe

cure him an entrance into Italy, in order to re-eftablifh th

imperial power : Julius the Second had formed the pro

jeel of re-uniting to the church the places difmemberei

from it
*,
a defign which could not be comparTed without

the ruin of the republic, ever attentive to oppofe the ag-

grandizement of her neighbours : Lewis the Twelfth re-

pented his having ceded the Cremonefe and Ghiarad-

adda, carefully watching an opportunity to reclaim thefe

places as well as the Bergamefe, Brefcian, and whatever

formerly appertained to the duchy of Milan : Ferdinand

of Naples, without having money to pay for them, was
clefirous of wrefting thefe five maritime towns out of the

hands of the republic : the duke of Ferrara longed to re-

cover Rovigo and the Polefm : and tartly, the Florentines,
incenfed at the afiiftance the Venetians had afforded to

Pifa, joined with pleafure in a league which was likely t

give them the dominion of this city, at lead deprive it o

the aid of Venice.

I hefe were the true' motives of the league concluded at

Cambray. Cardinal Amboife, and Margaret of Auftria,

governefs of the Netherlands, met to fettle preliminaries.
She was invefted by Maximilian with full powers to conclude

*
Foug. lib. x. dec. iv.

Si treaty,
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a treaty, upon fuch conditions as fhe thought proper. Conditions

Margaret and the cardinal formed a league to the follow- of the

effect a
: that the pope, emperor, and the kings of France leaSue*

and Arragon, fhould mutually alulf. each other for the re-

covery of all thofe places ufurped by the Venetians ; that

Ravenna, Corvia, Rimini, Faenza, and the other towns
of Flamiuia, mould belong to the pope ; that Verona,
Padua, Vicenza, the Trevifan, Friuli, and all the coun-

try bordering on the Adriatic, lhould be reftored to Max-
imilian ; that the Brefcian, the Bergamefe, Cremonefe,
Crema, Ghiaradadda, and all the ancient dependencies of
Milan fhould be ceded to France ; and that Ferdinand of

Arragon mould have the towns of Apulia, which had been
ceded to the Venetians by the late alliance. It was far-

ther flipulated, that their armies fliould take the field in

April ; to obviate the difficulty of the truce for three years,
which the emperor had concluded with the pope, it was

agreed, that the pope fhould fummon him as protector of

the church, to his afllftance ; that in the mean time the

other three powers fhould attack the Venetians with all

their forces, the pope all the while thundering out ana-

themas and excommunications againll them, if they re-

fufed to reftore what they had unjuftly ufurped. It was
farther flipulated, that the kings of England and Hungary,
the dukes of Savoy and Ferrara, together with the mar-

quis of Mantua, fhould be invited to join in this alliance ;

that during the courfe of this war the emperor, or his fon

the prince of Spain, fliould in no ftjape moleft the king of

Arragon, touching the pretentions of the young prince to

Caitile in right of his mother ; that Maximilian fhould

grant a new invelliture to Lewis of the duchy of Milan,

comprehending all the above mentioned dependencies;
that if the republic fliould have recourfe for affiihiice

to the Turks, in this cafe the allies fliould redouble

their efforts, and efleem the prefent confederacy a league

againft infidels; that no party fhoukl conclude either

truce or peace without the joint confent of all the al-

lies ; and
iaftly,

that no differences between the emperor
and Ferdinand might arife to difturb this alliance, arbiters

were chofen amicably to terminate their difputes*.
Thus was the league of Cambray concluded, the moft

formidable confederacy Europe had ever beheld, and kept
fo fecrct, that the fenate had not the leaft fufpicion of the

Hift.de la Ligue de Cambrai, torn. i. lib. i. Edit. P. Panf,

Bembo, lib. vii.

*

* Guicciard. lib. viii,
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impending ftorm. Cardinal Bembo relates, that the Ve-
netian ambaffador in France, afked the king the purport of

that long congrefs at Cambray, and received for anfwer

the moft folemn affurances that nothing was intended

againfl the republic, for whom he had the fincereft efteem ;

an anfwer, which the minifter reported to the fenate, and
which tended to confirm their fecurity.

Pope Julius, in the mean time, weighing with himfelf

the confequences of this league, and the probability that

it might eftablifh in Italy a power more formidable to the

papal authority than the Venetian, began to enter upon
meafures for recovering the towns of Romagna, without

acceding to the league
y

. For this purpofe he infinuated

to Bodoario, the Venetian refident at Rome, that if the

fenate would yield Rimini and Faenza to him, he would
not only break off from the confederacy, but prevail on
Maximilian to follow his example. Conitantine, a French

refugee, was employed to infinuate this affair to Bodoario,
who tampered fo artfully with the refugee, that he drew
from him the whole fecret, and every particular of the

league, which he immediately tranfmitted to the fenate.

The pope's propofal was then debated in a full afjembly,
and rejected with indignation.

In the mean time Stella, who had long refided at the

emperor's court, and enjoyed his friendihip, was difpatched
to Maximilian, to endeavour to difengage him from the

alliance ; but this point mifcarrying, the republic thought

French feriouily of making preparations for war. The French

ambaffador ambaffador was ordered to quit the city, and Condelmere
ordered to was recalled. Lewis, on his departure, either out of per-
lea<veve-

fona i efteem or policy, prefented him with a gold chain

of great value, which the ambaffador refufed, faying,
that he never accepted the favours of thofe who were ene-

mies to Venice. An army of eight thoufand heavy armed

cavalry, three thoufand light horfe, and thirteen thoufand

foot, was levied, two thoufand of whom were auxiliaries

from Epiriis. At the fame time the fenate iffued orders

for equipping a considerable fleet, both to make incurfions

upon the coafts of Naples and defend their own harbours.

Andrew Bodoario was likewife difpatched to England, to

folicit fuccours from that monarch, or prevail on him to

make a defcent on France. Bodoario had refided long at

the court of London, and was perfectly (killed in the En-

glim language. A treaty likewife was made with four

y Benxb. lib. vii. Guic. lib. viii. Baron, *d arm. 1509.

nice.
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of the Swifs cantons, in confideration of a fubfidy of two

hundred pounds weight in filver, to be paid them annually
for the fpace of ten years.

During thefe preparations pope Julius ratified the league
with Maximilian and the French king ; but with this pro-

yifo, that he mould be the laft to commence hoitilities :

the duke of Savoy alfo acceded to the propofals made to Duheof

him, and became a confederate againft the republic, with Savoy em-

the flattering expectations of having the iiland of Cyprus
b
.

races til*

yielded to him in the partition to be made of the Venetian

dominions. Maximilian was raifing money for the war
In the Netherlands; Lewis had levied an army of five

thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand foot, with which he
entered Italy in the month of April ; the king of Arra-

gon was bufy in raifing forces and equipping a fleet
; and

the pope had got together an army of ten thoufand men,
rather to be fpectators of the event than to engage in the

quarrel (for ftill he was endeavouring by negociation to

obtain the ceffion of Faenza and Rimini) at the fame time

that he was playing his fpiritual weapons againft the re-

public. He began with laying the Venetians under aja in-

terdict, while the fenate paying but little regard to the

thunder of the Vatican, aflembled an army little inferior

in number to the confederates, but raw and undifciplined.
Count Petellian was appointed general, Bartolemeo Al-

viana lieutenant-general, and Georgio Cornelio and An-
drea Gritti were declared proveditors

z
. Petellian was

an officer of great prudence and experience, Alviana of

fire and courage: their fentiments generally clafbed, and
the ifiue of the firft engagement was unfortunate, but per-

fectly confident with the diflenfions of thofe two officers.

The latter accufed the former of cowardice, while he in

his turn reproached Alviana with mifconduct and teme-

rity. Petellian was for difpofing the army in fuch a man-
ner as to protect the frontiers and country of Ghiarad-
adda

*,
Alviana propofed carrying terror and defolation

into the Milanefe and the enemy's country. The fenate

joined in opinion with the former, well knowing, fays

Bembo, how difficult it is to withftand the impetuofny
and firft fury of a French army.

Before Lewis entered Italy he fent a herald to Venice to

denounce war, and published an edict commanding all his

fubjects in the Venetian dominions to withdraw on pain
of death. The fenate oppofed this edict by a decree, for-

« 3arre ad ann. 1508.
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bidding all artizans and ufeful members of fociety to de-

part, under the penalty of clofe imprifonment and con-
fifcation of goods and chattels. This meafure had its ef-

fect., and preferved to the republic a great number of va-

luable mechanics : leave was likewife granted to the Ger-
man merchants to trade as ufual into their dominions,

notwithftanding the ilate was at war with the emperor;
and every ftep and precaution were taken that could pof-

fibly enable them to weather the terrible ftorm impending.
A.D.1509. The French herald, left his menaces might terrify the

TZ people, was met without the city, and introduced into the

dared by
fenate > where he made his declaration in the mod info-

France tent and acrimonious terms. The doge anfwered him
againftthe with a compofure and gravity that allonifhed the French-
Vtnetians. mzn : he told him, that the infidelity of which their mafter

accufed the republic belonged properly to himfelf; but

as the Venetians were not accuftomed to make war with
their tongues, they doubted not but the juftice of their

caufe would furnilh them with weapons more becoming
their dignity, and more worthy of the perfidy of his

mafter a
.

The king's forces had now pafied the frontiers of Italy.

Chaumont, with a body of three thoufand horfe and fix

thoufand foot, eroding the Adda, advanced directly to

Treviglio, which he took, plundered, and deftroyed,

having made prifoners one thoufand Venetian infantry
that compofed the garrifon. The marquis of Mantua laid

iiege to Caflel Maggiore, which was furrendered to him,
and in confequence a number of other places of lefs im-

portance. The Venetian army advancing obliged Chau-
mont to repafs the river; then Petellian retook Treviglio
before Lewis could arrive from Milan to its afliftance.

Both armies remained foF fome days within a fmall di-

stance of each other, Lewis defirous of coming to a battle,

which the Venetian general cautioufly avoided : at laft the

king, finding means to cut off the communication be-

tween the Venetians, the Cremonefe and Cremafco,
whence they were fupplied with provifions, forced Petel-

lian to a motion which produced an action. The French
van attacked the rear of the Venetians where Alviana

commanded, and were received with fo much fpirit and

refolution, that being foon put in confufion, they muft
have retreated had not the king fent a ftrong reinforce-

ment to their relief. The action was now renewed with

a Bemb. lib. viiL
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frefh vigour, Alviana performing wonders, and expofing
himfelf to the greateft dangers : he placed fix field-pieces

upon an eminence, from whence they played with great
fuccefs upon the enemy ; but at laft the Venetians were

opprefled with numbers, and conftrained to quit the field

with precipitation. Had he been properly feconded by
Petellian, it is more rhan prcb ;ble Alviana would have

,

been victorious, notwith (landing Lewis and his troops
behaved with great courage : a wound fre received, which
difabled him and occafion.ee! his falling into the enemy's
hands, was another caufe of the defeat of the Venetian

army
b
, whofe lofs on this occafion amounted to five thou-

sand men, which was nearly equalled by that of the

enemy.
Though this victory v/as glorious to Lewis, and at-

tended with important confequen cis, yet was it by no
means decifive, as Petellian and the greater part of the

Venetian army was not engaged, that old general retiring
in good order, and imagining he had difcharged his whole

duty in rigidly following the fenate's directions to avoid

a battle, though by fuccouring his lieutenant he might
have gained a complete victory \ and, indeed, his con-

duct was greatly applauded at Venice, where he was re-

garded as a lecond Fabius in caution and wifdom c
.

After this battle, fought on the 14th of May, 1509,
Lewis marched to Caravaggio, which he took by capitu-

lation, and foon after received the fubmiflion 01 Brefcia

and Bergamo. The rapidity of his conquefts made the f^e fenats
fenate try once more to effect, a reconciliation with the makes pro-

pope and emperor : they wrote to the cardinals Grimani pofals to

and Cornaro, both Venetians, at Rome, to orfer his holi- tfie P°Pe

nefs the ceflion of Faenza and Rimini. Propofals equally
*" em'>e

"

advantageous were made to the emperor, the fenate having
commifiioned Antonio Jultiniano to inform him, that they
would furrender Triefte, Portonovo, and a!l the places
taken from him during the preceding year, and acknow-

lege his fovereignty in Friuli, Lombardy, and the country

anciently called Venetia. The emperor would hear of no

terms, and the pope recovered Faenza, Ravenna, and the

other towns to which he laid claim, in confequence of the

late victory ; fo that the republic was forced to redouble

her endeavours to profecute the war. But the progrefs
of the French conqueits confounded the wifeft refolutions

of the fenate, all the provinces and towns ftipulated by the

b Bemb. ibid, etiam Baron, c Barre Hid. Allem.
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treaty of Cambray to belong to the king and the holy fee

being already reduced (G). The Polefin was yielded to

the duke of Ferrara ; the towns of Azole and Lunet to

the marquis of Mantua ; and the emperor's army, com-
manded by the duke of Brunfwic, was in the very heart
of Friuli, after having reduced the cities of Triefte, Fel-

tre, and Belluni. Befides thefe lofies, the republic fuf-

tained others from new enemies, each of whom hoped
to profit by her misfortunes and {hare in the fpoils. The
count of Sodron had feized upon certain caftles and towns,

contiguous and convenient for him; and the bifhop of

Trent reduced Riva di Trente and Agrefta, to which he
had no other pretenfions than what opportunity afforded.

Padua and Trevifo alone remained firm to the republic in

her diftrefs : the former raifed the fum of fixty pounds
weight of gold for the payment of the army ; the other,

though abandoned by the Venetian garrifon, drove out

the emperors commiffioner, and again erected the Vene-
tian ftandard: however, thefe inftances of fidelity were
fo rare, that the fenate had once thoughts of entirely

abandoning the continent, imagining that by this meafure

only they could preferve the city
d
.

But nobler resolutions foon took place of thefe gloomy
reflections. Orders were iflued for fortifying the city ;

engineers were appointed to examine the places where
forts and outworks were requifite ; batteries were erected

at all the fords
•,

a militia was raifed, and fleet equipped,
for the fafety of Venice : magazines were formed, and

every precaution taken as if a fiege was expected. Nor
indeed was the apprehenfion ill founded ; for Maximilian

had actually propofed to inveft the city, but was forced to

lay afide the defign, on account of Ferdinand's refufal to

fupply him with a fleet
e
. He then directed the prince of

tievtJ
Brunfwic to lay fiege to Padua: fome hiftorians allege
that he led the army thither in perfon. This city was in-

verted by an army of forty thoufand horfe and foot : the

trenches were foon opened, the batteries began to play

d Baron ad ann. 1509.
• Bemb. et Guic. ibid.

(G) A circumftance, atteft- duced to the utmoft extremi-

ed by all the hiftorians, reflects ties, refolved to fuffer every

great honour on the Vene- diftrefs rather than give their

tians. They refilled the affiit- ancient enemies, the infidels,

ance offered them by the a footing in Italy,

grand feignor ; and though re-

fieged.

wiith
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with great fury, and feveral breaches were made in the

walls, which the Imperialifts itormed, but always with

little fuccefs. Petellian commanded in the city, and the

Paduans were even emulous of diftinguifhing themfelves

in the fervice of the republic. The enemy were repulfed
in every affault with great lofs ; but ftill continuing their

refolution either to periih or fubdue the city, Petellian

affembled the inhabitants, and after animating and exhort-

ing them to perfeverance, received an oath of eternal fide-

lity to the republic. The emperor having placed a battery
of cannon of enormous weight againft the baftion of Co-

dolonga, continued to play upon it for nine days without

incermiffion : having at laft effected a breach, orders were

given to a ftrong body of choice troops for ftorming.

They were obeyed, and the breach mounted with great

refolution, and defended with equal courage. The en-

gagement was long and bloody, when at length the Im-

perialifts were totally routed, with prodigious flaughter,
and the lofs of many prifoners of the firft diftinction :

upon this repulfe, the emperor, defpairing of fuccefs, stormed
raifed the fiege with precipitation, and retired to Limini, and the

after he had lain twenty days before Padua f
. Jtegeraifed.

This happy event infpired the republic with courage ;

it was the firit they had experienced during the war, but

it fufficiently proved what courage was able to effect, and
that the enemy was not invincible. Maximilian's return

into Germany, and fome growing differences between the

pope and Lewis the Twelfth encreafed their reviving hopes :

his holinefs had never heartily efpoufed the league, and
above all things dreaded the extention of the French do-

minions in Italy: he now acquired, by a fudden revolu-

tion of affairs, the patrimony of the church which he

claimed, and this point being gained, his enmity to the

republic ceafed : he would even have repealed the inter-

dict, had not the ambaffadors of France and Arragon
itrongly infilled upon the performance of his engage-
ments 8.

In the mean time the Venetians, willing to make the

moft of the diffenfions among the confederates, fent the

proveditor Gritti with a body of forces to Vicenza, upon The Vene-

Some affurances that the citizens were defirous of the Ve- ttans r
?~

netian government. Gritti was immediately admitted into

the city, to the great joy of all the inhabitants, who com-

pelled the prince of Anhalt to retire with the garrifon into

{ Guic. lib. x. Bemb. lib, viii. s Moreva, Hift. lib. xv.
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the citadel, which likewife, after a fiege of four days,
was furrendered : their fleet at the fame time entering the

Po fcoured the enemy's country on both fides as far as the

lake of Sourra.

It was high time that fortune mould begin to fmile on
the republic ; the rapidity of the enemy's conqueits threat-

ened the city with civil difturbances. The people ex-

claimed loudly againft the fenate for having fo eafily quit-
ted towns, won to the republic by the blood of their an-

ceftors : they faid, that if fome places had been terrified

out of their allegiance, and others fubdued by force of

arms, that was no reafon for abandoning others which
were able and willing to withftand the enemy.
To thefe and other complaints the fenate anfwered, that,

like prudent mariners in danger of fhipwreck, they had

lightened the (hip of part of her cargo, with a view to pre-
ferve the remainder and their lives ; that fuch towns only
were ceded as by reafon of their diftance could not be de-«

fended ; that they were tubs thrown out to the whale, to

flop the progrefs of an enemy they were unable with their

broken forces to refift ; and that the event had plainly

proved the wifdom of fuch meafures, fince the pope's am-
bition being gratified there was more than a probability
he might foon be gained. Thefe difputes might have rifen

to a dangerous height, if fome lucky ftrokes of fortune

had not intervened and put the people in a good humour.

Bafciana, Feltre, and fome other places were recovered,
and their army marched to reduce the Polefin, which aim
in a fhort time it effected : the Venetians then feparated
in three divifions, for the greater fecurity of the towns in

their poffeflion ; for Chaumont had advanced to Vincen-
za with a ftrong detachment. The duke of Ferrara was
in the utmoft diftrefs, being cooped up on all fides by the

Venetian fleet and army ; but the arrival of Chaumont re-

lieved and infpirited him. An attack was made with

fuch vigour on the fleet, that, unable to withftand the

enemy's efforts, the Venetians were put inconfufion, and
the admiral Trevifano obliged to fave himfelf in a fkiff h

.

Thus ended the fiege of Ferrara, after it had been fuc-

cefsfully profecuted for near a month, and the city on the

point of furrendering. Loretto foon fell into the enemy's
hands ; and Padua, diffracted by differences among
the leading citizens, furrendered to the emperor, without

the formality of a fiege. Some propofals for a truce were

h Bemb. lib. ix, Marian, lib. xvii.

now
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now made to the Venetians by Maximilian ; and the em-

peror having obtained what he at firft demanded, would
have gladly ended a war which his finances could not fup-

port ; but the Auftrian pride fubdued all his policy, and
made him infift on terms too arrogant for the republic to

grant even in this her ftate of humiliation. The pope
was difappointed that the treaty with him was broke off;

for, jealous of the French, he had formed a fcheme to

join the Venetians, if the republic would have rid herfelf

of fo formidable an enemy as Maximilian '. Julius had
no regard to public faith, or private honour. Ambition
and avarice were his predominant paflions ; in which all

the others, together with juitice, truth, and virtue, were
abforbed.

In the mean time the fen ate formed a project for the re-

covery of Padua, which was conducted with fo much ad-

drefs, that it fucceeded beyond expectation. The refo-

lution was taken, after long and warm debates in the fe-

nate, to fend Gritti with an army thither, and rely upon
the affections of the inhabitants, who by this time were

probably tired of the imperial yoke. Some alleged fuch
an attempt would, in all probability, terminate only in

increafmg the emperor's indignation, and more clofely

uniting him with his allies, already too powerful : that if

the attempt fucceeded, the republic could not long expect
to retain the conqueit, fince, without doubt, the allies

would employ all their ftrength to recover a place fo ne-

ceffary to their farther fchemes. The doge and majority
were of this opinion, which was oppofed by the nobler

refolution of Molini and fevcral other fenators : they af-

firmed that the republic would be wanting to itfelf, if it

omitted any opportunity of recovering thofe cities fo un-

juftly taken from them ; that the apprehenfions of roufing
the enemy, and heightening their refentment, was vain,
fince they were actuated more by views of ambition and
intereft than of pique ; that at all events the fenate was

ufing the means, and whatever the iffue might prove, they
could not fail of the applaufe of their own hearts, in hav-

ing purfued meafures worthy of the honour, the dignity
of the commonwealth, and of the memory of their an-

ceftors. He expatiated on every topic that could rouze
their ardour and re-animate their fpirits; and enforced

every pofition with fuch ftrength of argument, as left no
room for objection ; fo that the fenate unanimouily re-

* Bemb. ibid, etiam Guicciard* lib. x.
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folved to attempt the recovery of Padua. A decree wal

immediately palled forgiving Gritti ample powers to tranf-

f a£r. this delicate bufinefs
•,
and that nothing, in the mean

time, might tranfpire which could fruftrate the attempt,

they all bound themfelves by a folemn oath of fecrecy
k

.

Gritti marched in the night towards Padua. Having
conveyed fome choice troops into waggons covered with

ftraw, under pretence they were a convoy of provifions,
he feized upon a gate of the city, and purfuing his advan-

Paduare- tage, got pofTeflion of Padua. The Imperialifts made a
eovered.

vigorous defence ; but Gritti, joined by the greater part
of the inhabitants, totally defeated them, making near

two thoufand prifoners. Thus, by the advice of Molini,
and addrefs of Gritti, the republic became once more pof-
fefTed of the moil valuable city fhe had upon the continent.

The recovery of Padua was attended with all the happy
confequences, which Molini had predicted : the public
clamour was appeafed, and the pope, obferving that the

republic was not to be terrified by the power of the league,
relaxed his feverity, and regarded the Venetians as the

only barrier againfl the power of France. The firft fa-

vourable ftep his holinefs took, was to grant the republic
abfolution. Maximilian and Lewis laboured hard to di-

vert him from this purpofe ; but it was neceflary to the

plan formed, and nothing could induce Julius to deviate

from what he efteemed his intereft. He even proceeded
farther : he permitted his fubje£ts to inlift in the Vene-
tian fervice ; he granted Paul Baillon leave to command
their army, in the room of Petellian deceafed ; he uied
all his influence in an indirect manner to induce Maximi-
lian to quit the league ; he laboured to prevail upon the

Engltfh to declare war againft France; and laftly, he

drew off the Swifs from their alliance with Lewis, and
even concluded a treaty between them and the Venetians*

In this manner, and from a few fpirited ftrokes, did the

face of affairs receive a total and favourable alteration J
.

The Venetians being tempted by their good fortune at

Padua to make a fimilar attempt on Verona, where they
were alfo invited by the inhabitants, marched thither with

great expedition and fecrecy : but the ladders they applied
to the walls being too fhoit, they were difcovered, and the

enterprize frustrated, to the utter deftruclion of many of
the principal citizens, who, upon fufpicion, were put to

death by the governor. This accident did not put a ftop

k Bemb. lib. ix. * Bemb. ibid, Guice, lit>. x. Baron.
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to the treaty negociating between Julius and the republic, Treaty be-

which at length was concluded en thefe conditions ; that *«*"**&*

the Venetians ihould cede their claim to the cities of Ro~ ffi
e

f

magna to his nolineis ; renounce their right of placing a

magiftrate, whom they called bifdomino, in Ferrara
; and

permit a free navigation to the fubjects of the holy fee in

the gulf of Venice.
%

Lewis and Maximilian, having got intimation of this

treaty, charged thepontiffwithabreach of the leagueofCam-

bray, in which it was ftipulated, that none of the parties
ihould make peace with the republic but with the joint
confent of his allies, and until all were reinflated in their

pofTdlions ufurped by the Venetians. In fhort, they prefix-

ed him fohard, that, unable to deny the fact, he had re-

courfe to equivocation, and other arts in which he was

perfectly well verfed ; and at lait promifed to adhere to

the articles of the treaty. But the performance of this

agreement was very wide of his intention : he had two

grand projects in view, each of them diametrically oppo-
site to the iutereft of thofe two monarchs. The firft was
to invade the duchy of Ferrara, and the fecond to drive

both Lewis and Maximilian out of Italy. This was the

object: of his late treaty with the republic ; but he found
her ftrength, united to his own, unequal to the enter-

prize, a conlideration which made him labour to engage
other powers in his intereft, and conclude the treaty we
have mentioned with the Swifs. He left nothing untried

to induce the Venetians to conclude a peace, upon any
terms, with Maximilian, even at the expence of the Tre-
vifan and Padua. He wrote to the fenate, that no other

means remained to expel the French out of Italy, but de-

taching them from the houfe of Auftria ; this aim once

effected, it would be no difficult matter to recover the

Trevifan and Padua from the emperor : in a word, he of-

fered his mediation, and it was accepted
m

.

A congrefs \* as appointed at Scala, to attend which Ju- Conzrefs
lius fent the bifhop of Perufia, an artful prelate, whom he for a peace.
had employed in a variety of intrigues. The Venetians
offered to reimburfe the emperor in the expences of the

war : the fum was immenfe, and they doubted not but the

poverty and avarice of Maximilian would gladly embrace
the propofal. Their conjecture was well founded, but
the event turned out different from their expectations
fiom an unforefeen accident. Maximilian, in Ins return

m Marian. Bell. C^rn.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. L to



is grofly

146 The Hijlory of Venice.

to Germany, to attend the diet at Augfburjr, was
infulted by the Venetian peafants : fome ruiiic jokes on
his poverty fo highly incenfed him, that he vowed re-

venge, and to return the following fpring. Deaf to his

wants and his patfion for money, he fent pofitive orders

to the bifhop of Gurtz, his plenipotentiary at the congrefs,
to accept of no terms lefs considerable than the entire cef-

fion of Padua, Vincenza, and the Trevifan, together with
a reimburfement of the expences of the war. The bifhop

obeyed his orders, and the congrefs was diffolved n
.

Julius fent a nuncio, and the Venetians employed cer-

tain agents privately to attend the nuncio, to the diet,

which fat in January. Their intrigues and opposition

protracted the deliberations of this affembly to a great

length, though in the end they could not prevent the flates

of Germany from concurring with the emperor's deCign
to eftablifh in Italy the ancient authority of the empire.
The emperor was warmly fupported by Helian, plenipo-

tentiary from Lewis the Twelfth. This minifter fpoke
in the aiTembly with great vehemence ; he pronounced
againfl the Venetians a difcourfe full of fire and fpirit.

The nuncio was going to reply to this bitter harangue,
when unfortunately dropping fome expreflions feverely

reflecting upon Maximilian and Lewis, « confufed noife

arofe in the diet, which was appeafed by turning the nun-
cio out of doors, putting the republic under the ban of
the empire, and renewing a treaty offenfive and defenfive

with France °.

A.D.1511. Julius, incenfed at the affront offered him in the per-
. fon of his nuncio, immediately vented his fpleen againfl

The pope the duke of Ferrara, the friend and ally of Lewis, by in-
breaks the vaciing that prince's territories

*,
an invafion that greatly

eague.
perplexed the French monarch, who was defirous of keep-

ing fair with the church. The Venetians turned this ftep
of his holinefs to the advantage of the republic ; they re-

covered, during the incurfions of the pope's army into the

territory of Ferrara, the towns of Efle, Monfclelia, Mon-

tagnana, Maroftia, Baffano, and feveral other places.

They laid liege to Verona, and were upon the point of car-

rying it, when Chaumont arrived with a fuperior army,
and obliged them to retreat: however, they found means
even in their flight to reduce Orzola. Their fleet joined
the pope's, to make an attempt upon Genoa ; but returned

Berab. lib. ix. ° In Append, ad Hift. Venet. Juftin.
edit. Gereru.

without
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"without executing their defign, upon finding the city pre-

pared to receive them, and that no encouragement was

given by the malecontents.

In the mean time Maximilian was ufing all his influence Declares

to prevail on Ladiflaus, king of Hungary, to declare war l
var

?
n

againft the Venetians ; but all he could procure were fome
t^e Ju

*
e

"

f
menaces and a flender body of Hungarian auxiliaries. Ju- Ferrara,

lius kept no terms with the king of France ; he even de-
clared war againft him, a circumftance which obliged
Lewis to unite himfelf more clofely with Maximilian, and
confult his clergy how far it was allowable to repel the in-

fults of the pontiff. The clergy were unanimous, that if

St. Peter, inftead of his reprefentative, were to attack the

temporal rights of Chriflian princes, they might in con-

fcienee defend themfelves. Upon this afTurance Lewis
renewed the pragmatic fanction

•,
an example followed by

Maximilian, who carried his views to the papal chair, the

depofition of Julius, and fucceflion to the papal dignity.

Julius, not daunted by the chimerical projects of the em-

peror, purfued his refentment againft France, in the per-
fon of the duke of Ferrara : he ordered his fleet to join

W' Vene*

the Venetians, and inveft Ferrara on the fide of the Po,
ttan J*eet

while his army laid fiege to it by land ; but the duke's
pipe's a^mv

brave conduct fruftrated the defign, the fleet being twice inveft Fer-

defeated with confiderable lofs to the Venetians, who rara.

flood the brunt of the action, while the pope's fquadron
retired into a place of fecurity p.

The Venetians were likewife difappointed in a project
formed againft Brefcia, which was difcovered before it

was ripe for execution
•,
but they were more fuccefsfui

before Concorda and Mirandola, where they acted jointly
with the pope's forces. The firft place flood a fiege of a

few days only j but the laft, being well provided with every

neceffary, made a brave defence. His holinefs, thinking The pope
his prefence might animate the troops, entered the commands

trenches, contrary to the remonftrances of the cardinals,
'* Per/on*

and even of the Venetian officers, who could not help

blulhing to fee the head of God's church prefide at a fiege,
and view the.effufion of human blood facrificed to his am-
bition : indeed, he neglected nothing which could forward
the works or diftrefs the befieged. At laft a breach was

effected, upon which the garrifon hung out a flag of truce,
and fent commiffioners to his holinefs with offers to fub-

P Bemb. lib. x. Guicc. lib. ix.

L 2 mil
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mit if he would only fpare their lives ; a requeft he was
with difficulty prevailed upon to grant 9,

About this time a cartel was fettled, and an exchange of

prifoncrs made between the French and Venetians, in

which the numbers appeared pretty equal, as likewife did

their reciprocal complaints of hard ufage and cruelty.
Trevifano the admiral, who commanded their fleet upon
the Po, was banimed for three years on account of his

mifconduct* He would have met with more fevere pu-
nifhment, fays Bembo, had not the friends of other offi-

cers who likewife mifbehaved, zealoufly exerted them-
felves in his behalf, fearing left the enquiry might become

general. This year likewife an edict of the fenate pafled
for recalling all perfons outlawed on account of murder or

other crimes, on this condition, that they earned their

pardon by a future regular conduct, and by ferving the

ftate for lix months at their own expence. Another law

pafled for raifing the fupplies by a tax on all who received

daily, monthly, and annual penfions and pay, for me-
chanical fervices to the ftate : this was regulated in the

proportion of a tenth of every man's income, if it exceed-

ed a fum fpecified in the law. The council of ten pafled
a decree, entitling every citizen, who mould pay twenty

pounds weight of gold into the treafury, to the privileges
of a fenator for one year, except that of voting

r
. The

decemvirs enacted another law, importing, that no citi-

zen whofe fen, brother, nephew, or near relation was an

ecclefiaftic, fhould be admitted into the fenate when af-

fairs which related to the pope and the church were de-

bated. The intention of this law was to prevent the ac-

tions of the fenate from being carried to the pope by thofe

who might, in hopes of preferment, be induced to betray
the fecrets of their country. Bembo fays, that this law
was repealed next year, but we find it afterwards re-

newed.

Attempt on Early this year a frefh attempt was made upon Genoa,
Genoa un- a^ the inftigation of the pope. It proved equally unfuc-
fuccefsful. cefsfui w j tj1 the former, and in its confequences more un-

fortunate ; for the Venetian fleet was in its return greatly

damaged by a ftorm, though none of the fhips periftied.

Verona was alfo befieged in form ; but before a practi-
cable breach could be effected, the garrifon was relieved

by a ftrong detachment from Trivulcio's army, under the

q Marian, lib. xxix. * Jkmb, lib. x.

conduct
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conduct of Gafton de Foix, who foon after made pii-
foners of three hundred Venetian horfe 8

.

Trivulcio in the meantime advanced to Bologna, where
Julius then was. The French had a ftrong party in the

city, beaded by the Bentivoglios, a con federation which
induced Trivulcio to attempt the fiege, and put the pope
in great confternation for its fafety. Determined to do

everything in his power for the defence of Bologna, he
fent repeated orders to his general to march direftly thi-

ther with his army, and, ifpoffible, to gain a march upon
Trivulcio. At the fame time he afTembled the chief citi-

zens, reminded them of his kindnefs, exhorted, intreat-

ed, and animated them to a defence of their liberty, and
the intereft of the church. He was anfwered with af-

furances of zeal and affection for his perfon and the holy
fee; upon which he retired to Ravenna, not caring to

hazard the ifTue of a fiege, and fully perfuaded that the

Bolognefe would be fufficiently powerful to refift Trivul-

cio. But he was no fooner gone than they began to wa- French take

ver in their fidelity ; fome efpoufed the caufe of the Ben- Bologna.

tiv6glios, who were in the intereft of the French ; others
continued attached to the church, and thus, before the ar-

rival of the enemy, the city was almofl deftroyed by the

civil divifions of its own citizens. 1 he cardinal of Pa-

via, who was left governor, terrified at thofe civil com-

motions, endeavoured to introduce a thoufand Venetian

infantry into the city for his own defence, and to rein-

force the pope's garrifon, which conilfted of no more than
three hundred light horfe and two thoufand foot ; but be-

ing warmly oppofed by the greater part of the inhabi-

tants, he defcrted his government. Immediately the Ben-

tivoglio faclion took arms, feized upon the gates, fent

for the Bentivoglios, and introduced them with feveral

troops of French horfe into the city; while the Venetians,
with great difficulty, made their efcape by the patTes

through the mountains of Romagna, leaving their cannon
and baggage to the enemy

r
.

Intelligence of the furrender of Bologna being received

at Venice, orders were inftantly fent to Gritti, who was
on the point of marching, to lay liege to Legnano, to drop
that enterprize, to fend the artillery on the Po with a de-

tachment for the fecurity of Padua, and to be watchful

of the prefervation of the other towns and cities belong-

ing to the republic.

s Berab. lib. xii
* Coccin. de Bell, Ital. 159.
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Maximilian was all this time equally defirous of reveng-

ing the late infults of the Venetian peafants, and irrefo-

lute about the manner of proceeding. The expences of

the war were great, and the means of continuing it afford-

ed him by the diet were but flender. After advancing
to Rovero with his army he again returned to Trent, and

there conferred with the Venetian commiilioners, but

without any intention of effecting an accommodation.
The count de Palice, the general, was not idle ; he took

"Caftelnuovo, and then entering Friuli, ulmoft reduced the

whole province before the Venetian army arrived. At
the approach of Baillon he retired to the Milanefe, and
was no fooner gone, than the Venetians robbed him of

all his conquefts.
In this manner flood affairs in Italy when Julius, by his

intrigues drew over the king of Arragon to his party, and

prevailed upon him to fign a treaty with him and the Ve-
netians for their defence. The profeffed intention of this

Treaty be-

tween the

fope, Fer-

iUnandtand alliance was to preferve the unity of the church ; exter

theVene. minate the acts of the council of Pifa ; recover the Bo
Hans,

lognefe, Ferrara, and all the other pretended patrimony
of the church ; oppofe all enemies to thefe refolutions,

leaving room for the emperor to engage in the alliance if

he chofe it
*,
and finally to defend Italy againft the en-

croachments of all ltrangers and foreigners whatfoever.

It was ilipulated, that the allied army (hould confift of

two thoufand five hundred men at arms, three thoufand

jight horfe, and twenty-four thoufand foot, in certain

proportions fpecified in the treaty. They were to be

commanded by Don Raymond de Corciona, viceroy of

Naples, who was to take the field early in the following

fpring
u

.

We have obferved that Maximilian was greatly offended

at the return of the French army to the Mihnefe. Though
he had not a man in the field, and had not performed one
article of his treaty with Lewis, yet was he highly dif-

pleafed that Palice did not undertake the fiege of Trevifo,
The tempo- and to the full extent obey his imperial mandate. He
**fi*g con*

bitterly complained of Lewis, and was on the point of

concluding a treaty with the kings of England and Arra-

gon againfl France, when his natural inconftancy fud-

denly checked his intention w
. In the mean time the pope

laboured to induce him to fettle a truce with Venice, in

order to pave the way for a treaty of alliance. While

1

dud of
Maximi-
lian.

« Guicc. lib. x» w E?mb. lib. xi.

MaxU



The Hiftory of Venice. 151

Maximilian perceived that the pope and Venetians were
inferior in power to France, he paid his court to Lewis;
but finding that the addrels cf Julius had engaged the

courts of Spain, England, and Venice in his quarrel, he

only fought a pretext for quarrelling with his old friend.

He firft complained that he had derived no advantage
from the league of Cambray ; that the towns ftipulated
to be ceded to him were ftill in the hands of the Vene-
tians : he demanded that Lewis would reduce Padua,
Trevifo, and the other places on the continent, to be an-
nexed to the empire ; that he would enter into a contract
of marriage between Renceof France, his fecond daugh-?
ter, and the infant Ferdinand, the emperor's youngeft
fon, and brother to the archduke Charles; that he would

give her in dowry the duchy of Burgundy, afterwards to be
united to the imperial dominions ; that he would confent
to have arbitrators chofen to determine the difference be-

tween the pope and France concerning the duchy and city
of Ferrara, the Bolognefe, and the validity of the coun-
cil of Pifa ; that the French governor of Milan (Gallon
de Foix) mould attack no place in Italy, or enter upon
any enterprize but with the confent of a German prince,
whom he would fend to Milan to prefide in the council ;

and laftly, he demanded that Lewis would furrender all

his conquefts in Italy, the bare duchy of Milan excepted.

Propofitions fo extraordinary fufHciently indicated the em-

peror's intention to break with Lewis : he hoped for great

advantages from an alliance with the pope, the king of

Arragon, and the Venetians, efpecially as there was a

profpedl that the king of England would accede : he now
earneflly defired to become a party in the league, and ac-

tually embraced it on no other terms than a general and

vague promife, that the duchy of Burgundy and Milan
ihould be given to his youngefl: fon Ferdinand of Auftria x

.

But, previous to this, a variety of tranfaclions paffed in

Carniola and lilria. Chriftopher Fragipani, the emperor's
lieutenant in Iftria, made an attempt upon Maglia, which
he hoped to terrify into fubmimon; he came with a fmaU
body of troops before the walls in the night, and ordering
a great number of trumpets and warlike inftruments to

be founded, as if the town was inverted by a numerous

army, he immediately fummoncd the Venetian governor
to furrender; but was anfwered, that day-light mult firft

difcover his authority, upon which he thought proper to,

x Pet, Juftin. lib. xi. Rainald.
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retire and conceal his weaknefs. The French, likewifc,

made an unfuccefsful attack upon Treviglio, from whence

they were forced to retire with the lofsof fevcral hundred

men, and fome officers 7
(E). The Venetians were very

fuccefsful In Carnioia and Iltria, not only in foiling the

enemy's attempts to extend their conquefts, but in reduc-

ing towns to the obedience of the republic. In the latter

they took Rofa, one of the emperor's beft officers, pri-

soner, notwithstanding he had, with unequal numbers,
defended himfelf with great valour. Fragipani a feconcl

time took the field, and with greater force attacked Mag-
lia, but he was defeated and wounded by Andrea Curani,
who engaged him in fingle combat, both armies being

fpectators. Curani, as foon as he was victorious, ordered

his men to attack the Imperiaiifts, who were already dif~

pirited by the difgrace of their leader, and foon obliged to

quit the field. Gradonico was no lefs fuccefsful againft
the French garrifon in Cremona \ for going with a fmall

party to the walls, he fummoned the inhabitants to fur-

render, telling them, that unlefs they expelled the French

before his army arrived, he would lay the city in afhes ;

a peremptory declaration which produced the defired ef-

fect, and occafioned the immediate furrender of the

place
*
(F).

Max-
y Bemb. lib xi.

(E) This year was chofen a

new rnagiftrate at Venice, to

prefide in chief over national

affairs, have a feat in the privy
council of the doge, in the

fenate, and council of ten,

where he was to make a fepa-
rate report of the ftate of the

navy. -The firft perfon elect-

ed was Antonio Trono, a pro-
curator of St. Mark's. Warm
contefts arofe about the elec-

tion of a governor of Cyprus,
there being a great number of

candidates for that lucrative

and honourable employment :

G. Gradonico was at laft elect-

ed (i).

(F) this year, according

* Ibid. lib. xif.

to Sanfovino, died the queen
of Cyprus, at Venice, of a

fudden diforder with which me
was feized. 3y her death the

kingdom of Cyprus became in-

feparably annexed to the Ve-
netian dominions. Catherine

had, indeed, in confequence
of the artful conduct of her

brother, rather than from in-

clination, made a folemn fur-

render of her rights to the re-

public fome years before
;
but

ftiil with a refervation of the

title of fovereign, and of the

affections of her fubjects. The

penfion fettled upon her by the

republic was great, and agree-
able to her dignity ; but Ilie

(i) Bemb. lib. xii. p. 490.

ffill
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Maximilian, though he was defirous of nothing more
than being reconciled to the Venetians, and of joining in

the league againit the French king, yet he made a point
of having four Venetians of diflin£tion fent to him as ho-

ftages for the fincerity of the republic's performance of

fome very indefinite promifes. The fenate was at length

prevailed upon by the pope to comply with this ridiculous

demand. Bembo, indeed, alleges that the hoftages were

never fent, nor do we find their names in any other hiilo-

rian. Before this point was fettled, the troops of Arra-

gon, Venice, and the church, attacked Baflia with great Baflia be-

fury: the garrifon made an obftinate defence; but the
-^j*

walls being levelled with the ground, the allies entered,

and put all indifcriminately to the fword. It was a few

days after recovered by Alphonfo, duke of Ferrara, and
the garrifon, confiding of two hundred Spaniards, were
made prifoners

a
. At length Maximilian with great fe-

crecy, figned the treaty with the pope, Ferdinand, and
the Venetians ; and, the better to conceal his defign,
fuffered his troops flill to remain with the French army:
he likewife endeavoured to apologize to the French am-
baflador for permitting the Swifs to pafs fix thoufond

troops into Italy through his dominons ; this pcrmiffion,
he faid, was in confequence of a treaty with them A D.

1499, though in fact the interpretation of the article al-

luded to was falfe. The approach of the Swifs, the dif- Lewis of-

pofition of the emperor, and the formidable army of the f'Kftf**

allies, obliged Lewis to offer terms of peace, which he ^ veace-

would not have hftened to a few months before ; but they
were rejected, and his army was forced to fecure itfelf in

Pavia and other ftrong towns. b
.

The fenate, at the mitigation of Avogari, and upon an

invitation from the inhabitants, who were tired of the

French yoke, and defirous of returning into the obedience

of the republic, had formed a defign of recovering Brefcia.

Avogari wrote to the council of ten, that if an army was
fent before the city, he would fecure an entrance and take

a Coccin. Bell. Ital. p. 164. t Guicc. lib. xi.

ftill languifiied and pined after terred with great magnificence

authority, the fituation of a by the republic ; and a beauti-

fubje'et nqt being very agree- ful tomb erected to her memory
able to the difpoiitionof alady bv that brother who had pre-
who had long been ufed to i'o- vailed on her to abdicate the

vereigti power. She was in- crown.

poiTefTion
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pofleflion of the gates, a circumftance which would fa

htate the reduction of the citadel. Orders were, in

fequence of this application, fent to Gritti to march

thither, and appear at a certain gate of the city at an hour

agreed upon with Avogari : but, before his arrival, Avo-

gari's deiign and correfpondenee were discovered by the

wife of one of the faction who was enamoured of the

French governor. Avogari made his* cfcape out of the

city, and raifed a great army of peuSants, with which

joining Gritti, the city was attacked, and their efforts be-

ing feconded by the inhabitants, the French were con-

ftrained to Surrender the town and citadel at discretion.

Brefcia All the inhabitants on the lake La Garda, the country
taUn Ly adjacent, and the mountains, returned to their allegiance,
t(iePent~ ancj th e republic once more became miftrefs of the Bre-
Zians.

fc i an c
. In Brefcia above two thoufandfoot and five hun-

dred horfe were made prifoners ; and its conqueft was
Succeeded by other Signal advantages. La Palice, find-

ing himfelf too weak to defend the Milanefe, retired

to Pifqueltana, and from thence to Pavia, while the Ve-
netians, with the Swifs auxiliaries, after the reduction of

Valegia and Pefcara, purfued their conquefls. Bergamo
and the BergameSe, with all the towns, Sorts, and cafties

upon the Adda Submitted to the republic.

A.D. 1513.
At Pavia, La Palice was joined by Trivulcio, but the

. army being entirely compoSed oS cavalry, they were (till

Milan, unable to cope with the allies, who were advancing by
Parma,

long marches. In their route the confederates received

2£ ,

"

^ie SubmiflionoS Milan, Legnano, Parma, Placentia, and
other places ; and the Venetians even brought about a

revolution in Genoa, Srom whence the French were
driven. Coma, Crema, Bologna, and Pavia were at

length Surrendered; nor did Maximilian determine to

Support the league, although he had flgned it, until he
Saw the French almofl totally expelled Srom Italy. He
urged a thouSand difficulties, and infilled upon high terms,

with the Venetians, who were then not to be terri-

fied into conceffions. The biihop of Gurtz, the impe-
rial envoy, had the addreSs to gain over Julius to his ma-
iler's intereft. Maximilian demanded Verona and Vin-
cenza to be ceded in perpetuity to him, and homage to be

done him by the Venetians for Friuli, and the places to

which he pretended a prior right. He was peremptory
in his demand, and the republic no lefs pofitive in her re-

c Bcmb. lib. xii.

fufal.

:

mit.
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fufal, although the pope menaced them with fpiritualand

temporal vengeance. Julius finding them obftinate,
concluded a feparte treaty with Maximilian, and endea-
voured to engage the Spanifh ambatTador to accede to his

meafures
•,
but he declined the propofal, under pretence

of having no inftruclions for that purpofe
d
.

SECT. VII.

Containing the Treaty with Lewis XII. and Motives

which induced the Republic to this Alliance ; the Pro-

grefs of the War in Italy ; the Accejfion of Charles V.

and Francis I to the imperial and French Crowns ;

their RivalfJoip and Renewal of the War in
Italyy to-

gether with its Confequences to the Venetians.

^p O fortify themfelves agninft this new alliance, the VenetiansA
republic entered into a treaty, defenfive and ofFen- enter into

five, with Lewis XII. by means of Andrea Gritti, then a *
*?**&

prifoncr in France. It was agreed that the Milanefe, the J**?

Cremonefe, and the country of Ghiaradadda, mould be-

long to the king, who was to cede all claim upon the Ber-

gamefe, Brefcian, and other provinces, then in pofleffion
of the Venetians. This treaty was to remain in full force,

.and the parties were mutually to affift each other with all

their forces, until the Milanefe and its dependencies were
recovered by Lewis, and the Venetians reinftated in all

their former poffemons on the continent. Julius, hear-

ing that fuch. a treaty was in agitation, fent embaffies and

acknowlegements to Venice of his forrow for having broke

ofF his alliance with the republic ; but died of a flow fever p ps j;£S.

before he had taken any meafures to regain their confi-

dence e
.

A few months before this treaty and the pope's death, French re»

a detachment from Trivuicio's army recovered Brefcia ;
cover

upon which occafion Avogari, the llrenuous afierter of Bre/cia.

the republic's claim, was put to death. The Venetians
made another attempt upon it, which proved unfuccefs-

ful
*,
and it was at laft taken from the French by the Spa-

nifh troops a few days before the treaty between Lewis
and the republic was figned

f
.

Leo the Tenth being raifedto the pontificate, purfued Leo X.

his predeceflbr's fcheme of humbling the power of France, made pope.

d Bemb. lib. xii. e Paolo Paruta, lib, i. * Guicc* lib. xii.

but
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but in a manner different from Julius. He was no fooner

raifed to the pontificate than, under pretence of acquainting

Henry VIII. of England with his exaltation, he addreffed a

brief to him, intimating his intention to adhere to the league
with the emperor and the king of Arragon, and a de-

lire of contracting a frefh alliance with England. At the

fame time he was driving to reconcile Maximilian with

the republic, and to difengage the latter from France.

All thofe practices could not long be concealed from
Lewis ; Leo became fufpec~ted, and Lewis united him-

felf more clofely with the Venetians. All the endeavours

of the pope could not prevail on the republic to defert her

allies : inflead of yielding to his remonftrances, or join-

ing with the ftronger party, (lie preffed Lewis to haften

reinforcements into Italy, in order to ftrike fome blow of

confequence before the enemy was prepared
g

. Imme-

diately twenty thoufand French, under Tremouille and

Trivulcio were ordered to join the Venetian *army upon
the frontiers of Italy. The republic's army confifted of

eight thoufand foot, one thoufand five hundred men at

arms, and five hundred light horfe, under the conduct of

Bartolomeo Alviana, and the two proveditors Contareni

and Loretano. Alviana determined to make an at-

tempt upon Verona, although he had the fenate's orders

not to pafs the river Adda : for this purpofe he began a

clandeftine correfpondence with fome of the inhabitants,

which being difcovered, fruftrated the enterprize ; but

he had the good fortune to balance this unfuccefsful at-

tempt by the reduction of Valegia, Pefcara, and Cre-

mona h
. In this latter he erected the enfign of France,

faying, that he held it for Lewis ; but the Venetian affairs

wore a different afpett. in the Vincentine and Veronefe.

Alviana had no fooner departed, than Roccondolph, an

imperial general, and Gonfalvo, an Arragonian, draught-

ing fome men from the garrifons of Verona and other

towns, attacked and defeated Cavalla and Fortino, whom
Alviana had left there with a body of one thoufand horfe

and foot. The defeat was fo total, that the enemy, pur-

fuing the Venetians to Cologna, entered the town with

them, and made them all prisoners, and feized upon the

garrifon. Elated with this fuccefs they formed an enter-

terprize upon Vincenza, which was rendered abortive by
the vigilance of the governor *.

g Guicc. lib. xii.

lib. iii.
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Commotions were excited in the city of Milan, and

the whole Milanefe, upon the arrival of Alviana, and in-

telligence that the French army had pafied the Alps. A
few months before they rejoiced at the expulfion of

Lewis's troops and the reftoration of the Sforzas ; but not

reaping the expected advantages, they now again panted
after a French governor: Maximilian Sforza retired to

Novara, there to wait for a body of Swifs, who were on
their march for the defence of Milan. His departure
afforded a free accefs to the Venetians ; while Trivulcio

entered the Milanefe on the other fide, and, in a ihort

fpace, entirely reduced it to obedience. Ronzo de Cera,

going with a body of Venetians to Brefcia, fummoned Brefda
the city, and had it immediately put into his hands, the Surrenders

Spanifh foldiers finding themfelves unable to (land a liege,
t0 ******

both on account of their weaknefs, and the ftrong affec-

tion the inhabitants (hewed for the republic
k

.

During this (late of affairs the Swifs were affembling
in great numbers upon the frontiers; but the French mak-

ing light of enemies unprovided with cannon and maga-
zines, whom they imagined they could purchafe with

money, went and laid fiege to Novara, inftead of attack-

ing the Spanifh army, which they might have defeated

before reinforcements could arrive. Gritti itrongly re-

•monftrated againft this ftep, and was feconded by the

opinion of the fenatc ; but it availed not j the French un-

dertook the fiege, trifled away feveral days before the

walls, and were at laft compelled to abandon the enter-

prize. The fiege was no fooner raifed than ten thoufand

Swifs entered Novara, and there formed the refolution of

furprifing the French camp, which was pitched within

three leagues of the city. They began their march in

the evening, and, arriving before day-light, attacked the

French fo unexpectedly, and with lb much refglution,

that they were entirely broken and difperfed
1

.

This defeat was attended with fatal confequences to

the republic, of which the firft inftance was an entire re-

volution in Milan, and the abfolute reftoration of the

Sforzas. The viceroy of Naples marched to Cremona,
with intention to attack the Venetians ; but Alviana, ap-

prehending he might be fhut up between the Spanifh and
Swifs armies, abandoned the Cremonefe, retiring to the

Veronefe : here he determined to lay fiege to Verona $

and while he was thus employed, the enemy became ma--

k
Paruta, lib. i,

l

Fugger, lib. vu

flers
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flers of Cremona, Brefcia, and Bergamo. The tables

were now turned upon the French and Venetians, who
were no lefs unfortunate towards the end, than they had
been fuccefsful in the beginning of the campaign. Al-

/jfotana
v jana continued to batter Verona with great fury, and had

rona andis
at ' a^ mac^c a breach of forty yards, which he ordered to

repulfed.
be flormed. The defence and attack were equally vigor-
ous. As the wall was exceeding high on the town fide,

the Venetians fought to great difadvantage on account of

the depth of the deicent ; befides, the garrifon amounted
to four thoufand choice troops, Germans and Swifs.

After great lofs of blood, Alviana, perceiving that the

.inhabitants, as he expected, did not ftir in his favour,
lounded a retreat. His chagrin at this difappointment
made him raife the fiege, and lay wafte the whole coun-

try, in hopes thereby to excite the people to a revolt™.

But the approach of theSpanifh army obliged him to retire

beyond the river Adige, where he took every meafure to

flrengthen his army and oppofe the enemy. For the fe-

curity of Trevilb he fent a Itrong detachment under Ba-

illon, leading in perfon the main body towards Padua.

In the mean time Leo the Tenth renewed the fubjeel: of

peace between the emperor and the republic. He did not
doubt but Maximilian would liften to reafonable terms, as

by the friendfhip of the Venetians he would more eafily

procure Burgundy for his grandfon. On the other hand,
he imagined, that the defeat of the French, the little pro-

bability that Lewis, who was likely to find fufficient em-

ployment at home, could for that year fend another army
into Italy ; the approach of the Spanifn army ; the low-
nefs of their finances, together with the great want of

foldiers, particularly infantry, would induce the Venetians

to forfake Lewis, and be reconciled to Maximilian : but

rational as thefe conjectures were, yet was he difappoint-
ed. The fenate would hearken to, no terms until Vicenza
and Verona were yielded to the republic : on the con-

trary, they warmly folicited Lewis to recruit his army,
alluring him of their fidelity, and fincere regard for every
article of the treaty. They, at the fame time, exhorted
him to a reconciliation with the pope ; in which particular

they fell in with the fentiments of the whole French na-

tion. Lewis promifed affiftance ; but he took more im-

mediate fteps to gain the friendmip of his holinefs. For
this purpofe he fent the biihop of Marseilles, in quality of

m
Paruta, lib. i.

plenipotentiary,
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plenipotentiary, to Rome, inftru&ing him to aflure Leo,
that he had revoked the decrees of the council of Pifa, and
would permit no other than thofe of the Lateran, to teftify
his reverence for his holinefs, for the apoftolic fee, and
his determination to defend the church with all his power
againft all enemies whatfoever. The republic likewife

fent an ambaffy of ten chief magistrates and fenators, or-

dering their refident at Rome to attend ail the fittings of

the Lateran. But the reception they met, convinced the

fenate of the pope's diflike to the republic. He feverely
chid the ambafladors ; taxed the Venetians with having
brought back the French into Italy ; and even infinuated

his fufpicion of their having formed a defign to recover

Romagna. Inflead of affording them any marks of re-

gard, as the fenate expected, he fent the emperor the

body of troops itipulated in the treaty
n

. It was now ap- Thefenate

parent that nothing but vigour could fave the flate-, the refo(vei to

republic therefore exerted herfelf in levying forces, eauip- P ,J'hthe

a .. -r i r • •
r i

war*
ping a fleet, railing money, and forming magazines. Al-

viana, who was encamped on the banks of the Adige, re-

ceiving intelligence that the Spanifh army was proceeding
towards Padua, and that Colonna, after being joined by
the pope's forces, was in full march to attack him, croiTed

the river, and encamped at Montagno, as well for his

own fecurity as the protection of Padua and Trevifo.

By this retreat Rovigo fell into the enemies hands, to-

gether with the town of Pefcara and all the garrifon.
In the mean time the bifhop of Gurek, coming to the Spa-
nifh army, flrongly advifed the liege of Padua, which, he

faid, would be giving the Venetians a mortal blow, and

Securing the emperor in the pofleflion of all the towns to

which he laid claim. The viceroy, and other officers,

joined with him in opinion concerning the importance of"

theconquefl; but reprefented the difficulty and hazard of

befieging a city fo well fortified and provided : however, The vice-

the biihop perfevering in his opinion, the fiege was under- roy °J Na~

taken. Alviana had already fent his baggage and
artillery

Het lays

to Padua, that he might, with the greater expedition, padua.
throw himfelf into this city, or Trevifo, as the fituation

of things might require ; he now refolved to enter Padua
with his army, and to defend it to the lafl drop of his

blood. Courage nor conducl: he wanted not ; but there

was a fire and impetuofity in his temper, that fitted him
to execute with rapidity rather than deliberate with pru-

» Guic. lib. xi. Paruta, lib. i.

dence.
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dence. Although the city was already fufficiently garri-
foned againit a greater force than the enemy could bring

againft it, yet the fenate, knowing its importace, fent thi-

ther a reinforcement of new levies of Venetians and If*

trians, together with a ftrong convoy of ammunition and
(lores. Alviana ordered all the trees, houfes, and every

thing that could fhelter the enemy, to be cut down and
razed for a mile's diftance round the city, a precaution
which rendered the approaches difficult, as they were

greatly expofed to his cannon. This circumltance, the

vigorous fallies of the befieged, and fmallnefs of the ene-

mies army to inveft a town of fo great extent as Padua,
made their operations flow, and (hewed the officers the

abfurdity of the attempt, although the bifhop (till adhered
to his fentiments. As they were likewife destitute of pio-

neers, and of every thing that could ikreen the folcliers

from the enemy's fire, it was at lad determined to remon-
ftrate to the bilhop, and if he ftill remained obftinate, to

fave the army, and acquaint the emperor with the circum-

Sie%e of (lances and occafion of their conduct. Thus, after con -

fadua
tinuing twenty days before Padua, they abandoned the

raijed.
fegQ without erecting a battery, or firing a (hot, and took

the rout of Vincenza, which was deferted on their ap-

proach by the Venetian magiftrates and the principal inha-

bitants. Here they made plunder of every thing facred

and prophane, rather from neceflity than any difpofition to

rapine ; for the army was entirely fupported by plunder.
The viceroy permitted his troops to make incurfions

even within fight of Venice, and even took an opportunity
of infulting that capital, by ordering fome cannon to be

difcharged at the city. Alviana, (hut up in Padua, could

no longer endure this prelum ption ; he folicited, begged,
and intreated the fenate for permiilion to fally out upon
the enemy, but was denied, and ordered to keep within

* the walls, they being determined rather to undergo affronts

than to run hazards upon fo critical a conjun&ure. At
lad Alviana's preiling inftances prevailed, and he had leave

to take the firfl favourable opportunity that fhould offer,

for attacking the enemy. In confequence of this permif-

(ion, he marched out of the city, fending to Baillon, who
commanded in Trevifo, to join him with a reinforcement :

Ins riefign was to cut off the enemy's return to Vincenza \

for which purpofe he feized on the avenues leading to

Barberaria, ordering the peafants at the fame time to block

up the pafTes to Germany with felled trees, and ftrong in-

trenchments. Alviana encamped with the main body at

Olma,
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Olma, on the road from Vincenza to Veror.a, there re-

folving to wait for the enemy. The viceroy had advanced
within four miles of the Venetian camp, and finding all

the pailes guarded, and that he was blocked up in a coun-

try deftitute of every neccfiary for the fupport of an armv,

reiblved, after a variety of coufultations, to open a path
by the fword. As the dangers to which they were expofed
could not long be concealed from the foldiers, he thought

*

it moil advisable to acquaint them with the circum-

ftances, and exhort them to their duty, as the only means
left of fafety. His difcourfe was fo fpirited and animat-

ing, that the foldiers cried out to be led againft the enemy,
promifing to acquit themfelves in a manner worthy of the

troops of fo brave a general. It was not, however, the

viceroy's intention to attack Alviana, whofe camp he knew
was advantageoufly fituated and well fortified, but to force

a way by Baflana. He decamped without beat of drum,
taking the advantage of a thick fog, and had marched fome
miles before Alviana fufpecledhis being in motion : upon
the firft notice of his march, the Venetians were ordered
to purfue and attack the enemy's rear, which they did with

great fury, but in good order : they were received by
Profpero Colonna with equal refolution, who finding him-
fe If hard pu (lied, lent to the viceroy for reinforcements.
The battle continued obftinate for an hour, when fud- TheVene*

denly the Venetians were feized with a panic, put in dif- *********

order, and totally routed, in fpite of all the endeavours o(^a!sJ*

Alviana to rally and bring them back to the charge. All
the baggage and artillery were loft, and about four thou-
fand Venetians killed or made prifoners. Alviana himfelf

performed miracles of valour, was every where prefent,

animating, exhorting, and menacing his troops ; but no-

thing was able to furmount their unaccountable terrors,

by which alone they were overcome (A). So fenfible was
the fenate of Alviana's valour, that upon receiving news
of the defeat, they lent an ambafladpr to confole and allure

him of their (en[Q of his merit and good conduct : but their

behaviour to feveral of the inferior officers was different,

(A) The Venetians left upon in confequence of the victory,
the field four hundred men at the citadel of Milan and Vi-

arms, and four thou rand foot cenza Surrendered to the con-
and light horfe

;
Baillon and querors : in fhort, the French

Loretano, the proveditors, were vveredifpofiefiedof all they held

taken prifoners, with a great in Italy. Marian. Hill. lib.

number of other officers; and xxx. p. 97, 98.

Mo d Vo l . XXIV. M whom
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Whom tliey cafliiered and puniflied, with other marks of

infamy .

Alviana was no lefs affected with the goodnefsof the fe-

nate than with his defeat; but refolving, after their ex-

ample, bravely to fuftain a misfortune with which he could

not charge himfelf, he took meafures for fecuring Padua
and Trevifo. The doge Loretano exhibited manifold in-

ftances of firmnefs, intrepidity, and affection for the (late.

After exhorting the fenate to bear up with fpirit under
their misfortunes, he told them, that now offered an op-

portunity to (hew their fortitude and zeal for their coun-

try: that, for his part, he was determined to hazard his

all for the defence of his people, and hoped the fenate

would make ufe of his private purfe in the fame manner
as they would ufe the public treafury. It all belonged to

the republic, he faid, and the man who had not gratitude
to return it when wanted, deferved not to live. Nor was
this all ; he had two fons, he faid, "who could never die

more glorioufly than in the caufe of Venice
•,
he therefore

Ordered they would directly fet out as volunteers for Tre-
vifo and Padua. All the fenators were moved with the ge-

nerofity and affection of the doge, and their conduct

plainly {hewed, what great things the example and influ-

A volunta- ence of a prince can effect. A contribution for levying a

rj contri- ,new army was raifed among them, which foon became

^"Ytu't genera * a^ over ^e c^y> an^ demonftrated that private

forthefup-
coffers were not empty, however languid and exhaufted

port of the the ftate of the treafury might 'have been p.

war. Bu t the conduct of Profpero Colonna tended more to the

prefervation of Trevifo than all the preparations of- the re-

public. After the late victory, it was propofed by the

viceroy in council, that Trevifo fhould be inverted ; but

Colonna, beginning to apprehend danger to the balance

of power in Italy, from the ruin of the Venetian ftate,

had influence and addrefs enough to get this refolution

procraftinated : his excufe was the difficulty of the at-

tempt, and the hazard of being obliged to abandon it

fhamefully as they had loft Padua. It was, therefore, de-

termined to wait the arrival of the bifhop of Gurck, and
to be directed by his opinion : this delay not only gave the

Venetians time to provide for the fecurity of the city, but

rendered the attempt impracticable on account of the ap-

proach of the winter.

9 Paolo Paruta, lib. v. Guic. ibid. * Baron, ad An. 1514.
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The rigour of the feafon prevented the armies from Negotia-

keeping the field; negotiations, therefore, were fet on tions feton

foot by Leo for a peace between Maximilian and the re-foct 'J -'

public. Leo had it always in view to prevent Lewis from

recovering the Milanefe : he was no lefs anxious left it

ihould fall into the hands of the houfe of Auftria, and

dreaded every overture towTards a marriage between Rence
of France and Charles of Auftria. He even endeavoured

to bring about a reconciliation between Lewis and the

Swifs, in order that the king might be lefs inclined to ac-

cept terms from the emperor and Henry the Eighth ; and
he wifhed to fee the French monarchy ratify that article of

the treaty of Dijon which regarded the duchy of Milan :

but all he could effect was to prevail on him to accept a

truce for three years in reference to the Milanefe ; and on
the cantons of Switzerland to fufpend the effects of their

enmity to France 1.

Seeing, therefore, that little could be done in this way,
he turned to the fide of the Venetians, in order to bring

upon the carpet again the negociations between them and
the emperor: he was fenfible that Lewis could not be ef-

fectually excluded from the Milanefe but by the afliftance

of the Venetians, at leaft not while they were in his alli-

ance. Ferdinand, having notice of the negociations with

the Swifs, and fearing he Ihould be left unfupported, con-

cluded a truce for one year with France, in which was a Truce he-

fecret claufe, that Lewis mould not attack the Milanefe tween Fer-

during the year 15 14. The pope, who was ignorant of '*"*".
and

this claufe, apprehended that Ferdinand might have ceded

the Milanefe to Lewis; in this apprehenfion, he was in-

defatigable in bringing about a reconciliation between

Maximilian and the Venetians. By mere dint of folicita- Compromlfe

tion, he wrought fo far on both parties, as to confent to a
Jjf

wf*
cefTation of hoftilities for a year, in order to adjuft preli- ^ ™J
mina.ries. Leo, by a writing under his hand, promifed theVene-

not to pronounce fentence but Math the confent of both tians.

parties
r
.

The reconciliation, however, was equally obftructed by
the breach of the truce on both fides. When the feafon

for action arrived, the pretenfions of each, either rofe or

funk according as they were fuccefsful in the field: when
the Venetians were hard preftcd, then would they confent

to yield Verona to the emperor ; but he infilled upon Pa-

dua, Trevifo, and Vincenza likewife. Upon any change

«
Spalatin. Vit. Leon. Guicc. ib. xii. r Paruta, lib. i.
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of fortune, the republic would hearken to no terms in

A D.i 514. which Verona was not included. Leo perceiving this fluo
"

tuation, propofed that both parties ihould lay down their

arms ; that Maximilian ihould depofit in trult to him Vin-

cenza, and whatever the Spanifh army had conquered in

the Trevifan and Paduan ; that the republic ihould do the

fame with regard to the Cremafco, and befides pay to the

emperor the fum of fifty thoufand crowns; but that this

agreement fhould be void, if the principals of both parties
did not ratify what their ambaiTadors had figned. The
Venetians objected to this propofal, from a perfuafion,
that in the prefent flate of affairs, a truce would be more

prejudicial to them than the continuation of the war.

Piqued at their refufal, Leo fent Colonna and Savelli to

inveft Crema *,
but Rence di Ceri, the brave governor, fal-

lying out, defeated Savelli and the pope's forces, a check

which obliged Colonna to raife the fiege, and retire to P.o-

magna
3
.

In the beginning of this year the fenate fent an ambaf-
fador to the grand feignor, to prevent his breaking with

the republic. Their apprehenfions from that quarter were
foon quieted, on Selirn's march into Afia againft the fo-

phi, and appearance of the war carrying on with Achmet
Alviana his brother. As foon as the negotiations broke off, hofti-
dtfeats the

lities commenced in Friuli. Alviana, after taking fome
emperor s towns from t ]ie emperor, inftead of amufing himfelf with

'

repairing the fortifications, made a forced march, and at-

tacked the enemy's head-quarters at a time when they ex-

pected he was at the diffance of twenty leagues : here he

revenged his defeat in the laft campaign ; for, he totally

difperfed the enemy, and took two thoufand prifoners,
From thence he marched againft Moran, a place taken in.

the winter by, the Germans ; but this expedition wasfruit-

lefs : he made feveral brave attacks, but the enemy was
well provided, and the garrifon ftrong, fo that the Vene-
tians were forced to relinquish the enterprize. Difap-

pointed before Moran, he yet had the good fortune to feize

upon the traitor who had occasioned its lofs, whom he fent

to Venice, where he was hung up by the heels, until he

expired.
The Snuifs After Alviana's retreat, the Swifs and Germans attacked

takeUdina. and took Udina at the firft affault, it being entirely defti-

tute of a garrifon and neceilarieSV Hence they marched to

Ofopo, which they battered with incredible fury, but

little fuccefs \ then they determined to turn the fiege into a

' y ugger. lib, vi.

blockade,
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blockade, hearing that the garrifon was in want of water ;

but this attempt was likewife rendered abortive by fome

heavy fhowersof rain that fupplied the befieged.
The fenate, apprifed of the confequence of Moran to

the republic, ordered Savogarni and the proveditor Vitturi

to make a fecond attempt. Thefe two officers marched
to the fiege with five thoufand horfe and foot, formed

trenches, erected batteries, and got every thing in great
forwardnefs to give an affault, when an order of the fe-

nate came that they mould run no hazards, or rifque the

fafety of the army. In confequence of this injunction, Venetians

feveral days were loft before the town in an irrefolute defeated.

manner ; during which the Swifs and Germans aflem-

hling, attacked the quarters of Vitturi, defeated and took
him prifoner. This lofs was in fome meafure compen-
fated by Ceri, who fallying out of Crema upon Savelli,

put him to flight with considerable Jofs, and opened the

way for throwing fuccours into the city, which had long
been greatly diftrefled with famine and a plague. Ceri, not

contented with relieving Crema, attacked and took Berga-
mo ; but not being able to fpare a garrifon, it was foon re-

taken by the Spaniards. He afterwards went to Venice,
where he was received with great marks of distinction and
efteem l

.

In the mean time Leo X. was alarmed with Selim's re-

turn from Afia,and his great preparations by fea and land.

Thofe armaments, he doubted not, were intended againft

Italy, and among all the Chriftian powers he fa'w none
who could flop the torrent befides the emperor and- the Ve-
netians. To make them act with vigour againft the com-
mon enemy, it was abfolutely neceflary to make them
friends ;

a point he had often laboured to no purpofe.
However, he refolved not to defift from an attempt in

which Italy in particular, and the liberties of Europe were
interefted. He fent legates and nuncios to Maximilian
and Venice, to effect, ifpoflible, a reconciliation. Pietro

Bembo, a Venetian, then fecrerary to Leo, and the ele-

gant hiftorian of the republic, was appointed to negotiate
this important affair. Leo knew his addrefs, and the efteem

in which he was held by the fenate. Although' Bembo'
was received with the utmoft kindnefs, and conducted
himfelf with all pollible addrefs, he could terminate no-

thing. The fenate in private communicated to him their

•fentiments of the" propofed alliance, and their fufpicioiis

t Paruta, lib. xii. Bemb. Ep. lib. 6.
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of Maximilian and Ferdinand; at the fame time arTuring
him of their fcnfe of the goodnefs of Leo's intentions.

Bembo took his leave, and found at Rome the other nun-

cio returned from Maximilian with as little fuccefs ". On
his departure, the fenate fent ambafladors to Lewis the

Twelfth, and Henry the Eighth, to congratulate them on

their late peace and alliance : to thank them for the fa-

vourable mention of the republic made in the treaty ; to

requeft Lewis to fend fuccours into Italy ; and to aifure

him of their intention literally
to adhere to their treaty

with France. Before the arrival of the embafly Lewis died,

on the firft day of January 15 15.
A.D.i 51 5. His death was not attended with thofe confequences to
m the republic which were apprehended 5 for the duke of Va-

lois, who fucceeded to the crown by the name of Francis

the Firft, was determined, as to the affairs of Italy, t<

tread in the fteps of his predecerTor, though he did not

declare his intentions. Dandola, the Venetian ambafTador,
was received by Francis publicly, with ftiffnefs and cere-

mony ; but privately with great cordiality, infomuch that

the treaty was renewed, with fome claufes of a ftri&er

amity than before. In England the minifters of the repub-
lic met with equal fuccefs, Henry afTuring them of his

friendfhip ; and that he would ufe his influence with

Francis to haften his departure for Italy
x

.

The great objecl of the fenate's policy was to raife the

fupplies for the war they were refolved to purfue. The

treafury was exhaufted; commerce languished, and pri-
vate perfons were tired of contributions. A variety of

fchemes were propofed, each of which had its difficul-

ties, and produced warm debates. At laft, a poll-tax, in

proportion to every man's property, the higheil not ex-

ceeding three hundred crowns, was decreed, and three

commiilioners were appointed to regulate and levy the

money.
In the mean time Francis the Firft was making great pre-

parations. As he was a prince of known courage and am-

bition, the eyes of Europe were upon him, not doubting
but he had formed vail projects. He gave out, that his

intention was to chaftiie the Swifs for their irruption into

Burgundy in the late reign •,
but Maximilian and Leo fuf-

pecled other defigns. Ferdinand apprehended that his pre-

parations were deftined againft Navarre, and Maximilian

Sforza dreaded they might tend to deprive him of Milan.

Francis 1.

renews
the treaty
tvttk the

Venetians.

° Petr. de Angl. Epif 543.
* ramta, lib. ii.
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As to Ferdinand, his doubts were removed when Francis
demanded a prolongation of the truce between him and
Lewis the Twelfth, on condition that the fecret

article re-

garding the Milanefe mould be void. He rejected this

propofal, and made it the means of engaging Maximilian
and the Swifs cantons in a league for the defence of the

Milanefe. A treaty was accordingly concluded between Theempe-

Maximilian, Ferdinand, the Swifs cantons, and Maximi- ror
->
Ferdi-

lian Sforza, with room left for the pontiff to accede within
n?n

f}
tiie

.

a limited time- Ferdinand, whofe chief view was the
sfyr-'a /«-

defence of Navarre, engaged to make a powerful diver- ter into an
fion on the fide of Fontarabia. The Swifs were to enter alliance.

Burgundy, while the emperor, by purfuing the war in

the Venetian dominions, mould prevent their affiiting
Francis. It was ltipulated to pay the Swifs forty thou-
iand crowns per month, and not to conclude peace witi*

France, until the king had renounced his pretenfionsupon
Milan *+

On one fide the Venetians endeavoured to gain over the

pope, while the emperor and Ferdinand on the other re-

prefented to him of what importance it was to the fecu-

rity of the holy fee to join againft France. Leo was great-

ly embarraffed
*,
each fide had its inconvenienctes : at laft, y1 ' pope

fwayed by the apprehenfions that Francis, being poffefled
3
^-r '*jn

of the Milanefe, would demand the fiefs of Parma and ance.

Placentia, he chimed in with the oppofite league ; but
with this provifo, that his acceding to it might be kept fe-

cret. This precaution proved ufelefs ; for he was foon

obliged to march his cavalry towards Piedmont, to block

up the paffage of the Alps againft Francis z
. Julian de

Medicis remained with the relt of the troops in Lombar-

dy, ready to join the Spaniards, if neceifary -,
while the

cardinal of Syon arrived in the Milanefe with twenty thou-

fand men he had raifed upon his own credir, and with the

pope's money. Here the Swifs being joined by Sforza's

troops, marched towards Suza, the head-quarters, in or-

der to block up the defiles between the mountains of Ge-
neva and Mount Ceris, which was the ufual route of the

French into Italy.
Francis at length began his march with an army of

twenty-three thoufand horfe and foot, fending word to the

fenate, to prevent their general from hazarding a battle

before the armies mould be united. He found the paiTes
of Suza, Pignerole, Salufles, and others, guarded by the

y Guicc lib. xii. *
Spalatin. in Vit- Leon. Guicc. lib.xii.

M
4.
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Swifs and the pope's cavalry; fo that be patted direclly
over the Alps, through unfrequented and difficult paths,
and on the fourth day's march arrived on the frontiers of

the marquifate of SalufTes. The Swifs, feeing that Fran-

cis had eluded all their vigilance, retired to Novara,
where the king followed, and made propofals extremely

advantageous to thofe auxiliaries ; which they were in-

clined to accept, as the allies had buc badly performed
their engagements. Some of the foldiers had mutinied

for want of pay, others deferted, and the majority thought
fit to recompence themfelves by feizing on the pope's mi-

Jitary cbeft. The treaty was in great forwardnefs, when
news arrived that twenty thoufand of their countrymen
were on full march to join the army, having with them

money fufficient for the payment of all their arrears
a

.

This intelligence determined them to break off the con-

ferences with the French king, to adhere to their alliance,

and give battle to Francis. Before the king arrived at

Marignan he furprifed Profpero Colonna, who was en-

camped with two thoufand men in the marquifate of Sa-

lufTes : he afterwards pitched his camp at Marignan, to

facilitate a junction with Alviana. The Swifs, knowing
it was their bufmefs to fight before he was reinforced,

{truck their tents without beat of drum, and in the moil

profound filence advanced to furprife the enemy. Alvia-

na, who had come to the camp to concert the operations
of the campaign, was at din-tier with his majefty when the

conflable of Bourbon entered the tent, and insformed them
that the Swifs army was in fight. Alviana mounted his

horfe and flew to Lodi, to bring up fome of the Venetian

cavalry. The king had fcarce time to range his army in

Mangnan order of battle when the attack began upon the artiliery,

begun* defended by the lanfquenets
b

. Already the conflable

had drawn up the advanced guard, which he commanded
in perfon, and the German infantry, for the defence of

the artillery, when the Swifs, by the advice of colonel

Rhoft, marched ftrait up to the cannon, expofing them-

felves to the fire both of the artillery and infantry, to avoid

being taken in flank by the French cavalry polled on the

wings. Their intention was to make the firft and princi-

pal attack en that fide, and, after feizing the cannon, to

turn it upon the French gens d'arms, whofe (bock was for-

midable* This very manoeuvre had fucceeded at Ncvara
two years before

;
and now it was imagined that the Swifs,

* Simber. Rep. Helvet. lib. i.
b Paruta. lib i.

no:
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not willing to break their agreement with the French,
were marching againft the lafquenets with the king's con-

fent, to whom they bore a mortal grudge and antipathy.
The fame opinion prevailing among the German infantry,

they gave way for above a hundred paces, keeping at the

fame time their ranks entire, by which means the Swifs

approached the artillery without any refi (lance. They
were on the point of attacking the French gens d'arms,

when the conflable, imagining that the lanfquenents
had been put in diforder, attacked them in front to cover

the German infantry while they rallied : this afTault was

given with fuch vigour as required all the intrepidity of

the Swifs to withftand. Each fide maintained their The objli*

ground without yielding an inch amidft a clofe fire, when nacy of

the king came up with the French infantry and the bandes botft

noirs, to fupport the conftable. The count de la Mark J£"£
***

headed this body of Germans, and advanced to occupy
the fpace which the lanfquenets had quitted. The lan-

fquenets, piqued at that motion, determined he mould not

acquire honour by their difgrace, and defirous of repair-

ing their error, attacked with incredible refolution the firft

Swifs battalion that prefented, while the count de la Mark
with a laudable emulation fupported their efforts. Here
the battle continued for two hours with amazing firmnefs,

obflinacy, and conduct, neither fide (hewing the lead

marks of wearinefs or diforder. Night came on before

either the French, Germans, or Swifs, thought of found-

ing a retreat, and the fight dill continued with the fame

impetuofity with which it commenced. It now was al-

moft impoffible to quit the field, as the darknefs of the

night prevented the foldiers from diftingui(hing their own
colours. The French advanced-guard had fullered moft,
and was in great diforder ; nor could they rally, as clouds

of dud and fmoke obfcured the little glimmering light the

ftars afforded, and the roar of cannon drowned all the or-

ders that could be given. The Swifs, who as well as the

French wore white fcarfs, could not diitinguifh each other:

their fureft attack, therefore, was againft the cavalry,
which they knew was wholly French, they having only four

hundred horfe belonging to Sforza : thus the horfe were

expofed to the greateft danger. The king's horfe was
wounded under him, and his armour pierced in feveral

places. In this manner did the battle continue for four

hours after fun-fcc
-,
when at length both fides, fatigued

with action, were forced to defift and draw breath : every
man remained under arms in the place where he chanced

I to



170

Alviana
And the Ve-

netians

come oppor-

tunely to the

reliefof the

French.

Sioifs re-

treat in

good order.

The E'ljlory of Venice.

to ftan<i. Francis found himfelf within fifty paces of the

main body of the enemy \ but the impofiibility of remov-

ing hisftation, without running into greater hazards, de-

termined him to remain in the fame critical fituation. All

the precautions he could take were to extinguiih a torch

that was lighted near him, and to order all round his per-
fon to fpeak low, and omit thofe terms of refpect, by which
he might be diftinguifhed. He flept upon the ground in

his armour, his- head fupporced by a block of wood be-

longing to the carriage of a cannon.

At break of day both armies rallied and charged with

frefh vigour. The Swifs made their firft attack upon the

corps where the king flood, with fuch irrefiftible impetuo-

fity, that his majefty would have been in great danger had
not the German infantry interpofed, and the artillery

played furioufly on the enemy with fo much fuccefs, as put
them in fome diforder. One difcharge of the cannon had

fwept away an entire line of the fartheft advanced batta-

lion, by means of which the French cavalry broke in, and
foon difperfed the reft. The battle had now continued

five hours without the fmalleft intermiflion, when the

Swifs, defpairing of breaking the German infantry, lent a

detachment to attack the French rear-guard. Colonel

Molin was fent on this command, and acquitted him-
felf with great courage and addrefs : after taking a long
circuit he fell upon the French, who did not expect him

though he found them prepared.
In the mean time Alviana with the Venetian forces

came up, and made his firft effort on Molin's rear, who
after an obftinate refiftance was defeated, and his detach-

ment cut in pieces. Then penetrating with his frefh

troops to the poft where the king charged in perfon, he

aflaulted the main body of the Swifs with fo much fury,
that they began to give way. At lafl they founded a re-

treat, and marched in good order towards the Milanefe,

rather quitting the field than ceding the victory. Neither

the king nor Alviana thought proper to purfue them,

finding it impracticable to break forces fo well difciplined.

Both Swifs and French had loft their beft troops and offi-

cers, above five thoufand on each fide being left on the

field, befides wounded. It cannot be denied that the ar-

rival of Alviana with the Venetian forces, contributed in

a great meafure to, if it was not the fole caufe of the vic-

tory obtained by Francis, on this occafion.

As the cardinal of Sion had been the chief caufe of this

engagement, in which the Swifs fullered fo much, they
failed

I
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failed not to reproach him even in the mod rancorous and
indecent terms. So incenfed were they againft: the pre-

late, that to fave his life he was forced to
fly to the empe-

ror, who foon after employed him in negociations, for

which he was extremely well qualified.

After this battle the French and Venetians marched to Milan, &c
Milan, the citizens throwing open the gates to receive Surrender

them, and giving one hundred thoufand crowns to be ex- *° tfie

empted from being plundered. All the other towns of
re

the Milanefe followed the example of the capital
c

; but

the citadels of Milan and Cremona ftill held out. Leo
the Tenth, finding that the French and Venetians carried

all before them, began to temporize, and at lad was
forced to renounce his alliance with Maximilian and Fer-

dinand : he alfo yielded Parma and Placentia to the

French monarch, promifing befides to reftore Modena
and Reggio to the duke of Ferrara, the faithful and an-

cient ally of France. Francis, on his part, engaged to

amft the church againft all her enemies, and to maintain

the houfe of Medicis in Florence.

The fiege of the citadel, into which Sforza had thrown

himfelf, was now undertaken and profecuted with fo much

vigour, that he was forced to capitulate upon fuch terms

as the conquerors were pleafed to impoie. Before this

fiege began, Alviana feparated his troops from the French,
in order to fight the viceroy of Naples, who retreated

upon his approach. Then he marched, by the fenate's

order, to lay fiege to Brefcia and Verona, after having

requefted of Francis to aflift the republic in the recovery
of her territories. The Venetain officers were divided in

their opinions which of thofe cities were to be firft at-

tacked. Some alleged Verona to be of the greateft con-

fequence, fince the furrender of that city would be in fact

reducing the whole Veronefe. Others again advifed, that

BreCcia might be inveited, in order to open a communi-
cation with Milan. The fenate referred the whole to Al- Alviana

viana, who marched directly to the latter place, in hopes laysjlegeto

either of furprifing, or in a fhort time of reducing the gar- brefcia.

rifon, and then laying fiege to Verona before the rigour
of the winter fhould oblige him to go into quarters. But
clofe as Alviana took his meafures, Icaro, the Spanifli go-
vernor of Brefcia, fufpecling his intention, procured a

reinforcement of a thoufand infantry before his arrival.

Alviana was entirely ignorant of this particular, and re-

e Marian, lib. xxx, p. 126.

lying
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lying upon the weaknefs of the garrifon, was furprifed at

a refiftance he did not expecl: when he gave the ailault.

However, determined to conquer it by force, he made his

approaches with fuch diligence, and applied himfelf fo

Alviand's clofely to directing and overfeeing the works, that his fa-

death* tigues produced a* fever, of which he died in a few days
d

.

In him the republic loft one of her beft officers, equally
eftelmed by the fenate, and beloved by the foldiers,

to whom he was profufely generous, and yet a flricl: ob-

ferver of difcipline. In his youth his fire and courage led

him into defperate attempts, the folly of which he faw
when judgment ripened with years and experience. He
was fo much the darling of the army, that they kept his

body for twenty-five days, carrying it about with them in

mournful pomp wherever they marched. His difintereft-

ednefs was fo great, that notwithstanding he had long en-

joyed fome of the moil lucrative employments of the re-

public from his youth, yet he died fo poor, that his body
was interred at the public charge, and his widow and fa-

mily were fupported by the fenate c
.

Alviana's death induced the Venetians to raife the fiege
of Brefcia, and attempt the reduction of Pefcara, in

which they fucceeded before the arrival of John Trivulcio.

This officer had been fent by Francis, at the fenate's re-

queft, to fucceed Alviana. He had no fooner taken upon
him the command than he returned to Brefcia, agreeable
to the fenate's defire; hutagainft his own judgment. The
event juftified the prudence of his opinion ; for the gar-
rifon being little inferior in number to the Venetian army,
made fuch furious fallies as rendered his approaches im-

practicable. "While the Venetians were befieging Pefcara

it had been ftrongly reinforced ; and Alviana found itdif-

llie fiege of ficult enough before to erect his batteries. Juft as Tri-
Brejaa vulcio had thoughts of raifmg the fiege, a large detach-
rmJe(i ment of the garrifon fallied out upon him, killed near

three hundred of his troops, and took ten pieces of can-

non, with fome baggage, which they carried in triumph
into the city. This lofs forced him to retreat with preci-

pitation as far as Coccai, where he waited for a reinforce-

ment from the French army. Before the arrival of fuc-

cours the winter came on
•,

fo that the project of refuming
the fiege was deferred till the following fpring

f
.

After the conqueit of the Milanefe, Francis returned to

his own dominions with the greater part of his army,

d Paruta, lib. iii.
e Paruta, ibid, Belcar. lib. xv.

f Paruta. ibid. p. 192.
'

having

I
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having left no more than fix thoufand French and five thou-

fandlanfquenets, under the command of the conftable, in

Italy. The lofs of the battle of Marignan put the empe-
ror in great pain for his poffeffions in Italy. He was fen-

fible that without the Swifs he could not refift Francis

and the republic ; and as thefe mercenary allies were

bought off at a higher price than his finances could out-

bid, he formed the project of involving Francis at home,

by engaging Henry VIII. of England in his quarrel
g
(D).

His firft flep was to gain over cardinal Wolfey, an aim
which he effectually accomplifhed by fome promifes ex-

tremely flattering to the ambition of that haughty prelate
and minifter. Wolfey artfully reprefented to Henry the A.D.t$t6.

danger of fuffering Francis to grow too powerful, and "

chiefly applied himielf to the paifions of that young mo-
narch. In fhort, Maximilian with joy faw his intrigues

again (t the Venetians and French fucceed to his wifh.

All the young courtiers were ftrermous in preffing a rup-
ture with France, while the older and more prudent part
of the nation reprefented the injuitice of breaking a

treaty without the fmallelt provocation ; and advifed

Henry rather to turn his arms againft Scotland b
.

In the mean time Leo X. being informed of what paff-
ed in England, was not forward in concluding the treaty
which was on foot with Francis: he fpent a month at

Florence, quibbling about the expences in which the holy
fee ought to be reimburied before he yielded Atfodena and

Reggio. He was defirous that die duke of Ferrara fhould

receive his inveftiture from the church, though all his

predeceffors had received their's from the empire
-

f but the

duke nobly rejected both proportions, although he was

acquainted with the combination formed againit France*

yet he refufed to defert his ally \

g Mariana, lib. lxxx. h
Rapin. vide Hift. Eng. etiam Ne-

gociationes et Gelta C. Wolfey. i Guicc. lio. xh.

(D) Leo and Francis had an the family of Medicis ; the
interview at Bologna a few pope, on his part, conienting

days before his majefty's de- to recall the troops fent to the

parture for France. Their affiftance of Maximilian, and
conferences laited fix days, to withdraw his garrifon frcm

when at lair, it was concluded, Verona. How well he per-
that the king mould take, upon formed his contract will ap-
him the protection of the holy pear in the fequel (1).

fee, the pope's perfon, and of

(1) Spalat'ru Vit, I^eo.

The
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The winter having been wholly employed in negotia-
tions and (late intrigues, early in the fpring the Venetian

army took the field. Trivuleio had quartered it in the

Brefcian, in order to refume the fiege of Brefcia, when
the feafon fhould permit. It was refumed accordingly
under the conduct of Lautree, who fucceeded Trivuleio ;

and another army was at the fame time fent to invert: Ve-
rona. Things were in great forwardnefs, notwithftanding
all Leo's intrigues, when news arrived that Maximilian's

army was in full march towards Verona.: he had drawn

together a number of troops levied in his hereditary do-

minions to refill Selim, who, it Was imagined, propofed
an invafion of Germany. Betides, each circle of the em-

pire had given him five thoufand horfe and fix thoufand
foot ; and the five leffer cantons of Switzerland, who re-

fufed to treat with Francis, fent their quota of five thou-
fand infantry to Maximilian. "With this formidable army
his march was fo expeditious and fecret, that neither the

French nor Venetians fufpecled he had moved out of

quarters, until he defcended the mountains of Trent k
.

The approach of the imperial army obliged the allies to

raife the fieges of Brefcia and Verona with a precipitation
that more refembled flight than a retreat (E). Lautree,
who commanded in chief at both, had fent the king word,
that he would prevent the emperor's eroding the Oglio ;

but he did not keep his promife, having been mifmformed

concerning the flrength of the imperial army, and like-

wife the depth of the river, which happened to be lower
than it ufually was at that feafon of the year. The Im-

perialifts palled the Oglio, marching to Cremona, where

they encamped : there they were joined by Mincio with
the forces quartered at Verona, upon which they pro-
ceeded with little obftruclion to Milan. The imprudent
conduel: of Maximilian in wafting time in the fiege of

Afola, gave the Venetians time to recollecl themfelves,
and take the neceflary meafures for the defence of Milan !

.

They had received ten thoufand Swifs into their pay,
raifed in thofe cantons which were in treaty with France.

Trivuleio had thrown three thoufand men into Cremona.

k Petr. Juftian. lib. xi.

(E) The emperor had no

fooner obliged the enemy to

raife the fieges of Verona and

Brefcia, than pope Leo fent a

nuncio to congratulate him on

l Stevins. Period, lib. x. p. 961.

his arrival in Italy (2) ; though
according to the treaty of Bo-

logna, he ought to have taken

every meafure to flop his pro-

grefs.

(2) Petr. Juftini2n, lib. xi.

II:
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He had paffed the Adda to meet the Swifs and oppofe
Maximilian's crofting this river. Accordingly the empe-
ror was repulfed at Piccighitone ; after which check he

made a feint, as if he intended palling at Caftan, and in

the mean time throwing a bridge over the Adda, detach-

ed a body of infantry to defend it, by which means he at

laft fucceeded. Then marching (trait to Milan, he lent Maxlmi-

a herald to demand the keys of the gates, threatening the l™n lay*

inhabitants with the molt rigorous treatment if they *z~ 31 *°

fufed to comply. By this time TriVulcio had returned to

the city, and his army was a feafonable reinforcement to

the conitable, who found the utmoft
difficulty fo keep the

inhabitants from furrendering. The nearer Maximilian

approached, the more tumultuous they became, either

from a ficklenefs natural to them, or dread of the impe-
rial power ; nor could die commotions be fully quieted
till the arrival of the Swifs. So powerful a reinforcement

infpircd them with courage, and now they became no lefs

infolent than they had been humble a few hours before.

Other happy confequences to the French immediately fol-

lowed the arrival of the Swifs m
: their countrymen in the

imperial army began to murmur, and demand their pay
with a boldnefs that terrified Maximilian. Staffier, their

colonel, came to the emperor's bed-fide, and demanded
their (Upend in terms fo difiefpetlful, that Maximilian

could not help reproaching him with ill manners. Staffier

anfwered,
M That the Swifs wanted florins, not breeding ;

and that if their engagements were not inftantly fulfilled,

they would embrace the offers of the conflable of Bourbon."

The emperor was greatly (tartled at this declaration
-,
he

feared left the French might have money enough to corrupt

theSwifs,andhewas too well acquainted with theclifpofition
of thofe republicanstohaveany doubt of theirobtainingtheir

money upon any terms. To appeafe Staffier he told him,
that by the next day he might depend on the payment of

of the arrears, and alio a fum in advance. After the de-

parture of the Swifs, Maximilian removed his quarters to

another part of the camp, where he thought he might be

protected by the Germans; but apprehending danger here

likewife, he raifed the fiege, and retired to the Berga-
mafco with the Germans, where he encamped. The His arm?
Swifs, following his example, decamped likewife, and difptrfts.

took the route of Lod>, pillaging every place in their way.

They were proceeding on their march homeward, when
the cardinal Sion cams up with them, bringing with him

t Paruta, Kb. iii,

fix
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fix thoufand crowns, which the emperor had raifed in the

Bergamafco by way of contribution. Moreover, he affur-

ed :hon of an immediate advance of fifty thoufand crowns,

Spanifh money, which were depofited in the city of

Trent ; upon which affurance they fufpended meafures,
and had fome thoughts of returning to the fiege, when
frefli difficulties occurred. In (hort, Maximilian not hav-

ing performed his promife, the Swifs returned home, die

Germans encamped in the Veronefe, the other auxiliaries

repaffed the Alps, and three thoufand lanfquenets went
over to the Venetians. Thus ended the formidable expe-
dition of Maximilian in the total difperfion of an army,
which, under proper authority and difcipline, was fufli-

cient to conquer all Italy
n

.

But neither the Venetians nor French profited much
by the diforder in the imperial army : the latter thought

i of nothing more than eftablidiing themfelves quietly in the

duchy of Milan by a firm peace ; while the Venetians in

vain complained of a breach of contract in not
aflifting

them in the recovery of their dominions. Gritti, the

proveditor, made ftrong remonftrances to Lautrec, upon
his refufal to undertake the fiege of Verona ; but they
were ineffectual : he even propofed in a council of war,
that the Venetians alone mould undertake the enterprize -,

in which propofal he had the concurring fentiments of the

other officers.
*

Lautrec, feing their refolution, agreed to

join them, and they were on their march to the Vero-

nefe, when the lanfquenets refufed to attack a town be-

longing to the emperor : here they were a fecond time dif-

appointed, and at length forced to reiinquifh the defign .

An account of tbefe tranfactions coming to the fenate,

they immediately fent a reinforcement of four thoufand

men, money, and ftores, with orders for the army to

proceed directly to the fiege. Accordingly Verona was

inverted, and the fiege carried on with vigour on the part
of the Venetians, but not fo on the fide of Lautrec. The

proveditors ufed all their endeavours to engage the French

heartily in the caufe ; but perceiving they were am ufed

with frivolous excufes, they began to fufpect that Lau-
trec's conduct: was the effect of fome fecret orders from
court. Intelligence having arrived at the fame time in

the camp, of a body of Germans that were on their march
for the relief of the place, Lautrec fent the proveditor

notice, that he would not hazard a battle, and of his in-

* Heuterus, lib. vii. cap. 12. Fugg. lib. vi. cap. 18. Marian,

lib. xxx. °
Foug, dec. iii. lib. v. Paruta, lib. in-

tention
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tention to decamp. This defign he immediately effected,

leaving the Venetians alone to conduct the fiege, and en-

counter the approaching enemy p.

We muft now enquire into the occafion of this rem iff*

nefs of the French general, and the reafons which induc-

ed him fo obvioufly to break the treaty with the republic.
Francis having recovered the Milanefe, had formed new

projects in confequence of the death of Ferdinand, which

happened this year. He had planned the defign of adding

Naples to the crown of France, in hopes that the arch-

duke Charles would not be in a capacity to lay claim to

Arragon before he was well eftablifhed in his Spanifh do-

minions. Leo, eager for the expulfion of the French
from Italy, kept emifTaries at the courts of the emperor,
the king of England, and the archduke Charles : he like-

wife ufed all his endeavours, by clandeftine meafures, to

prevail on the Swils cantons to break their treaty with

France ; but his intrigues could not be kept fo fecret as

to efcape the notice of the French monarch, who at once

abandoning his fchemes upon Naples, refolved to treat

with Spain j nor was that crown lefs difpofed to terms of

amity. The refult of this mutual inclination was a treaty, Treaty of

concluded at Noyon by the plenipotentiaries of each, in M>o*«

which Francis, for certain confiderations, renounced his

claim to Naples.
This treaty was foon followed by another, figned at

Bruffels ; by which Charles engaged to prevail on his

grandfather to confign the city of Verona into the hands

of Lautrec, to be delivered by him to the Venetians upon
their paying to Maximilian for that reftitution the fum of

two hundred thoufand ducats, and to Francis the fum of

three hundred thoufand crowns, due to him from Maxi-
milian. Both thefe treaties were diametrically oppofite
to the inclinations and views of Leo, Maximilian, and

Henry VIII. The pontiff paffionately wifhed the decline

of the French power. Maximilian's chief view was to

raife enemies to Francis, to prevent his affifting the Ve-
netians : he forefaw that he either muft ratify the treaty
of Bruffels, and yield tip Verona, or elfe defend his Ita-

lian conquefls, without a (ingle ally, againft a powerful

enemy. In this extremity he thought the moft advifable

meafure would be to embroil the affairs of Europe in fuch

p Paruta, lib. iii.

Mop. Vol , XXIV. N a man-?
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a manner, that the new war might ftir up a league againfr.

France 1.

The fenate of Venice, fenfible that the emperor would

object to the terms of the treaty of BrufTels, continued

their remonftrances fo afliduoufly to Lautrec, that, not

knowing how to excufe himfelf without an open viola-

tion of the treaty, he returned to the fiege of Verona ;

A. D.i 517. but, in the mean time Maximilian thought fit to ratify the
—

treaty of Noyon, and conclude a truce for three months
Maximi- ^{[1 the Venetians, during which preliminaries for a

uthi
*

Peace were t0 ^e fettled. Thus Verona being put into

treaty, fo the hands of Lautrec, was delivered to the Venetians,
dotheVe- on their paying the fum flipulated in the treaty of Bruf-
netians, fe ls . Gritti and Gradonico received the city from the

French, to the great fatisfaction of the inhabitants, and
of the fenate and people of Venice. Demonftrations of

joy were made in every city belonging to the republic -,

prefents were fent to Lautrec, and Gritti was ordered to

efcort him to Milan r
.

Peace being now eftabltfhed, and the republic reinftated

in the quiet pofTeflion of her dominions, by a prolonga-
tion of the truce for the term of five years, the fenate's

attention was turned wholly to pacific meafures. They
began with eafing the people of the burthenfome taxes

impofed for the fupport of the war ; enlarging their com-

merce, and promoting induftry, trade, and manufactures :

nor did this wife body neglect the ftudy of arts and fci-

ences, which could not be fuppofed to flourifh amidft a

ruinous and bloody war: for this purpofe the univerfity
of Padua, which had been (hut for the fpace of eight

years, was opened, and particular immunities and privi-

leges were conferred on this ancient feat of the Mufes.
To provide the more effectually for the fecurity of fcience,

which ever blows ftrongeft under the fhade of peace, they
added to the fortifications of the city, taking every mea-
fure which could prevent any farther inconveniences to

learning, or impede the education and ftudies of youth.
A.D.i 518.

The fenate was fenfible of what confequence to the re-

»
public it was to live upon terms of amity with the grand
feignor : they had often experienced his power ; and the

traffic to his coafts was the mod beneficial branch of their

commerce. In order, therefore, to preferve the friend-

q Guicc. lib. xii, Heuter. lib, vii. cap. iz. Parut. ibid. r Barre.

Wii\, Allem torn. viii. p. 1054.

(hip

I

I
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Ihip of S'elim, two of the chief nobility, Lodovico Moce-

nigo and Bartholomeo Contareni, were fent to congratu-
late him on his late victory over the fophi of Perfia, and

requeft the continuance of his friendfhip to the republic.
Selim received the ambafiadors at Damafcus ; profefled

great efleem for the republic ; granted the Venetian fac-

tories at Tripoli, Alexandria, Bareth, Damafcus, and
elfewhere within his dominions, all the exemptions, pri-

vileges, and immunities, they defired. In (hort, fo kindly
did he receive the ambafTadors, that they returned loaded

with prefents, and highly fatisfied with the magnificence,

generofity, and friendfhip of that monarch. A treaty of

commerce with Spain was likewife concluded, by which
fome difficulties to the Venetian trade, which occurred

upon the acceffion of Charles to that crown, were wholly
removed r

.

The pope, the emperor, and the Venetians were all

equally defirous to preferve the fweetsof peace which they
had juft tafled. To this end .a prolongation of the truce

was wifhed for by all parties, though two years were yet

unexpired. The emperor was for referring matters to

Leo, and propofed him as arbiter of the terms on which,

it mould be extended
-,
but the republic chofe to confult

with Francis, and to put her interefts in the hands of

that powerful and ancient ally. Leo was prompted to

eftablifh tranquillity among the Chriflian princes, from a

defire of uniting them againfl Selim, whofe power became
formidable. Francis, having confirmed the truce be-

tween the emperor and Venetians, the pope employed all

his art to engage them in a new holy war: his utmofr.

endeavours were ufed with the republic, whofe marine
he knew would be absolutely neceffary to his defign j but

the Venetians, fenfible of the benefits they drew by their

commerce from Selim's friendfhip, returned anfwer, that

his holinefs might depend on them when the other princes
were ready to take the field ; fooner to equip fleets and
raife armies would only expofe them to the refentment of

a monarch able at one blow to crufh the republic. It was

plain to the fenate, that fuch an anfwer laid them under

no hazard of quarrelling with Selim, fince they were
aware of the impracticability of uniting the ftrength of fo

many contending and oppofite interefts for the execution,

of Leo's fcheme u
.

t Paruta, lib. iv, p. 15*.
u

Spalatin, Vit. Leon. Baron.
Ann. 1519.
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Soon after the conclufion of the treaty with the repub-
lic, the emperor Maximilian died, after a reign of twenty-
five years and five months : his death being known to the

frontier garrifons, they began to make incurfions into the

Venetian territories, and to commit acts of hoftility, as

if the treaty was extinct by the deceafe of one of the par-
ties ; but thefe irregularities were foon terminated in con-

fequence of remonftrances which the fenate made to the

princes of the empire. In the mean time Francis the Firft

and the archduke Charles of Auflria, now king of Spain,
made preparations to fupport their mutual pretentions to

the empire. Italy in general was more difpofed toward
the election of the former, and particularly the Venetians.

Francis fent Taligni in quality of plenipotentiary to the

fenate : his commiffion was to borrow a fum of money to

fupport his matter's election
•,

to procure a body of troops
to give weight to his pretenfions ; and to confult the ne-

ceffary meafures in cafe Charles fhould fend an army into

Italy, to compel Leo to abfolve him from the oath made
to Julius concerning the inveftiture of Naples. The fenate

anfwered Taligni in terms of affection and friendihip for

Francis : they pleaded the low condition of the treafury,
exhaufted by long wars, notwithstanding which they

agreed to raife for his ufe one hundred thoufand ducats :

with regard to the forces required, they expreffed an ap-

prehenfion that they would not be granted a paflage ; or

if they were, that they could be of little confequence to

the king's affairs, and might involve the republic in a war :

however, as to the third article of his requeft, the fenate

affured his majefty that any attempts to enter Italy in a

hoftile manner, would be oppofed with all their forces

and influence ; for that the republic had ever made a

point of protecting the holy fee, and their obligations to

Francis would induce them to be no lefs regardful of his

dominions".

In the mean time the archbimop of Mentz, having
convoked ,the diet at Franckfort on the 28th of June,
Charles was there proclaimed emperor bv the name of

Charles the Fifth.

Soon after this prince's acceffion to the imperial dignity,
Selim died, and was fucceeded in the Othoman empire

by Solyman, his only fon, an enterprizing and ambitious

prince. Lewis, king of Hungary, knowing the young
emperor's extenfive projects, and hatred of Chriftianity,

* Paruta, lib, iv. p. 145.

prepared
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prepared for war, inviting all the other Chriftian princes
to unite with him, and particularly the republic. Initead

of acceding to the propofals of Lewis, the fenate fent

Marco Rinco to Conftantinople to congratulate Solyman
upon his acceflion, and procure a confirmation of the

treaty with his father, which was readily granted. Soly-
man even confented to join a fquadron to the Venetian
ileet for the fecurity of their commerce, at that time in-

fefted by pirates : and he fo far honoured the republic as

to fend a plenipotentiary to the fenate, to notify his ac-

ceflion, and grant the Venetian merchants all the privi-

leges they required. This confirmation of peace with fo

powerful a monarch, afforded the utmoft joy to the re-

public ; their commerce was thereby fecured, and the ftate

freed from the apprehenfions of a war it was in no condi-

tion to fupport. In confequence of this event, their fleet

failed to the coaft of Barbary, where it was extremely fuc-

cefsful againft the pirates*.
Not to trace all the caufes which occafioned a rupture

between the emperor and Francis, fufficient it is to ob-

ferve, that Francis, aware of the approaching ftorm, pre-

pared accordingly. He fent ambafiadors to Rome and Ve-
nice, to endeavour to draw the pope and republic into a

league for the defence of Italy, and to prevent Charles
from going to Rome to receive the imperial crown from
the pope. His minilter at Rome had no fatisfa£tory an-

fwer from Leo, who was refolved to wait conjunctures,
and be determined by circumftances. At Venice his am-
baffador received a promife, that the fenate would provide
for the fafety of Italy ; yet did the republic harbour fuf-

picions, that a fecret treaty between Charles and the king
was in agitation. This fufpicion arofe from intelligence

they had of French and Spanifh envoys meeting at Mont-

pelier, for a final difcuflion of all differences.

The negotiation at Montpelier proving abortive, Charles
fent an ambaffador to the fenate to negotiate an alliance

with the republic, whofe friendfhip he perceived would
be necefiary to his defigns on Italy. As the fenate infilled

upon the entire reftitution of all the places- which had
been wrefted from them by Maximilian, the ambafiadors
took their leave, without bringing things to any iflue *.

This year was entirely confumed in negotiations : but,
the republic kept aloof, not caring to break with Charles,
and yet eager to preferve the alliance with Francis. Nor

5 Parut, lib. iv. t Guic. lib. xiii. *»
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A.D.i 520. did the following year produce any open violence, although
'"

Europe was threatened with a terrible ftorm from an army
Solyman had levied, with intention, as was fuppofed, to

invade Hungary, and extend his conquefts on that quar-
ter. Near two hundred thoufand men had been raifed in

The Vtng of the AGatic provinces and Greece ; an armament which

Hungary {truck the Hungarians with terror, and compelled them
fol"its the

t fblicit the fuccour of all the neighbouring powers. Phi-

theVene- lippo Morotioitrot, or Agna, was lent to Venice to re-

tians que ft the aid of the republic. His fpeech in the fenate

aga'wfi the was ib affecting and pathetic, that this wife body, un-
Hurks* mindful of their commerce, and the true intereft of the

commonwealth, confented to fend ambarTadors to the

courts of Vienna, Paris, and London ; and at the fame
time to furnifti Lewis of Hungary with a fum of thirty
thoufand ducats u

.

A.D. T5JT, A few days after the departure of the Hungarian mini-
" —

Her, Loretano the doge died, after a glorious but trouble-

fome reign of nineteen years and eight months. As he was

a prince endued with every human virtue, wife, brave, and

generous, his death was much lamented by all degrees of

men. " He was, fays Sanfovino, not only learned ; but,

by hi3 liberality and tafte, the caufe of learning in

others." After an elegant funeral oration pronounced
over his body by Andrea Navagiro, he was buried with

great folemnity, and attended to the grave with the un-

feigned tears of his affectionate and forrowful fubjecls
w

.

ANTON10 GRIMANI, Doge LXXVI.

Arforio THE great affembly now met for the choice of a fuc -

Grimant. ceflbr, when Antonio Grimani, father of the cardinal of

that name, was elected by univerfal confent. Antonio was

rich, had borne the higheft offices of the ftate, and pafled

through a life ftrangely chequered and variegated with

good and bad fortune. It was but lately he was recalled

from baniftiment, in which he had lived fince the lafl

Turkifh war, where he was fuppofed not to have dif-

charged his duty. At his acceffion the republic was in

peace, it is true ; but the feeds of war were fo plentifully

fown every where, that a rich crop of the evils, necefTa-

rily attending difcord, might foon be expected. Propo-
fals were (till making to the fenate by Charles the Fifth,

o Parut. ibid. Foug. lib. iv. dec. iv. w Sanfov. del Vit. Pnn-

eip. p. 27*.
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extremely advantageous to the intereft of the republic;

yet fo faithful were the Venetians to Francis, that they
declined every overture

*,
nor would they even fend an

ambaftador to congratulate the emperor on his acceflion.

Charles perceiving their fidelity to their ally, thought of a

meafure which he doubted not would excite jealoufies,
and oblige them to have recourfe to his alliance : it was
the fending a plenipotentiary to the court of France, as if

he intended to fettle the affairs of Italy without concerning
himfelf with the Venetians. This ftep, in fome meafure,
anfwered his intention : however, a treaty he foon after

concluded with the pope, and a plan formed for expelling
the French out of Milan, being accidentally difcovered,
more clofely cemented the republic with Francis x

.

The policy of the fenate was to preferve peace, but this

aim was found impoflible amidft the intrigues of Charles,

Leo, and the French monarch : they endeavoured to repair
the breach between his holinefs and the king ; but finding
their endeavours ineffectual, the army was put in readi-

nefs to march to the relief of Milan, the fenate knowing,
that upon its fafety, depended the fecurity of their own
dominions. Things now being ripe for action, the impe-
rial army, joined by the pope's forces, marched to befiege
Parma. The trenches were not opened when Lautrec,

having received a reinforcement of Swifs and Venetians,
came to its relief, and forced Profpero Colonna, the impe-
rial general, to abandon his defign. Profpero was, indeed,
in a condition to defeat Lautrec, had not the fudden af-

fault the duke of Ferrara made upon Reggio and Modena,
obliged him to divide his forces.

Leo began to harbour fufpicions of the emperor in con-

fequence of this difappointment : he had fupported the

whole expence of the fiege, and attiibuted the want of fuc-

cefs to the fecret orders Colonna had received. Charles,

chagrined at the pope's jealoufy, was more than ever de-

firous of engaging the Venetians in his party but all his en-

deavours could not alter the fenate's purpofe^.
•Both armies were ftrongly reinforced by bodies of Swifs ;

and Charles, having no hope from the Venetians, ordered

Colonna to march directly for Milan. The French and
Venetians were commanded by Lautrec, who, hearing of

Colonna's intention, fet out directly for Caftan, in order

to prevent his crofting the Adda : but Colonna forcing a

march got thither before him, and purfued his route to the

* Guic.lib. xvii. Paruta, lib. iv. y Hift. citat. ibid.
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capital of the duchy. Lautrec ftill determined to give htm

battle, had he not in his march been deferted by the Swifs,
who mutinied for want of pay. This circumflance threw

the affairs of Francis and the republic in diforder, and com-

pelled Lautrec, with the remainder of his forces to throw

himfelf into Milan, and provide for a fiege. In the mean
time Colonna was advanced, and meafures were taken for

inverting the city : Pefcara made an attack upon that quar-
ter where Trivulcio and the Venetians were on guard.
As the fortifications here were not completed, the garri-

fon was foon defeated
*,
but Trivulcio, who was then fick in

bed, inftantly getting up, marched againit Pefcara with

a few troops he had colle&ed, not doubting but honour

and reafon would prevail on the reft to return. In this

hope, however, he was disappointed, and after fighting

bravely with a handful of men againil a multitude, he was

made prifoner, with ieveral Venetians of diitin&ioh. Lau-

trec, upon this check, defpairing of being able to preferve
the city, put a ftrong garrifon in the citadel, and retired

with the remaining forces to Coma. Milan was facked

and plundered for ten days fucceffively ; nor was there an

infult or cruelty which the inhabitants did not fuftain

from the rapacioufnefs of the Swifs, and brutality of the

Imperialifts-'.
From hence Colonna marched to Coma, which he be-

fieged, and took, after a fhortbut vigorous afTault. The
fuccefs of Colonna procured Charles the furrender of Lo-

di, Pavia, Placentia, Parma, and foon of Cremona, with-

out ftriking another blow. Thus did the French lofe

Milan, without one battle, or memorable effort, when
the approach of winter put a flop to the conquefts of Co-

lonna, and preserved the remains of Lautrec's army in

Venetian quarters. The pope's death likevvife impeded
farther military tranfaclions. This event changed the

face of affairs, and reduced Colonna to as weak a fili-

ation as that of Lautrec 3
. Intelligence 'of Leo's death

was no fooner received in the army, than of twelve thou-

fand Swifs he had in pay, no more than five hundred

remained : the Florentines likewife withdrew ; and though
the Germans kept the field, yet was their number too in-

confiderable to undertake any enterprize, or even to refift

the enemy, if feafonably reinforced; Francis imprudent-

ly neglected his affairs in Italy, and the Venetians alone

I

a Guicc. lib. xiii. Parut. lib. iv.

ear. lib. xvii.
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were not able to feize the opportunity, when Milan might
have been as eafily recovered as it had been loft. How
ever, they took every poflible meafure : they levied

troops ; they ordered their garrifons to march into the

field; and they tampered with the Swifs cantons, who
feemed difpofed to receive their pay, and affift Francis.

Lautrec was induced to enter upon action in the depth of

winter ; but the mifconducl: of Bozoli, whom he had fent

with a ftrong detachment into the Parmefan, obliged him
to relinquifh his defigns

b
.

Strong bodies of Swifs and Venetians having joined him A.D.is*a.

about the month of April, Lautrec refolved to inveft Mi- •

Ian, and take the advantage the low condition of the ene- ^enctL btm

my afforded. His intention was to take it by affault ; but^J'
the ftrength of the garrifon, and the enmity of the citi-

zens to a French government, obliged him to turn the

iiege into a blockade. Maximilian Sforza in the mean time

returned to Pavia with fix thoufand lanfquenets. Thence
he paiTed through the Veronefe to Caflel Major. CrolT-

ing the Po, he arrived at Placentia, where joining the

marquis of Mantua, he proceeded to Milan ; upon which
Lautrec removed his camp to the diftance of five miles

from the city.

A detachment from Lautrec -s army had befiged and Lautrec in-

taken Novara ; after which exploit, he marched with the 'veils Pa-

main body and inverted Pavia, where the marquis of rvia '

Mantua was left by Sforza to command : his batteries

played with fury upon the walls, nor did the marquis

heglefr. any thing neceflary to a vigorous defence : the ci-

ty, however, mult foon have funendered, had not Colon-

ha found means to convey a reinforcement into it of two
thoufand infantry, chiefly Corficans. This obliged Lau- Thefiege

tree to raife the fiege, as he perceived by the ftrength of raiftd,

the garrifon that the iflue muft be precarious, and the ex-

ecution bloody and tedious. Retiring to a village called

Monce, he refolved there to wait the arrival of a fum of

money he expected from France : Colonna, having intel-

ligence of this convoy, fent a detachment under Anchifes

Vifconti to intercept it, which obliged the treafurcr to fe-

cure himfelf in Arone, fending from thence advice to

Lautrec of his fituation. Vifconti polled himfelf fo ad-

vantageoufly, that it was impofiible for the convoy to

pafs or be reinforced but by forcing a pallage, which

1
Paruta, lib. iv.

the
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the detachment fent by Lautrec was too weak to at-

tempt
c

.

In the mean time the Swifs, for whom this money was
intended, became impatient: three days they waited;
but on the fourth, fent one of their principal officers to

Lautrec with three propofitions, importing, that he would

inftantly pay them, difcharge them, or lead them againft
the enemy. The imperiaiiits were encamped at Bico, a

village three miles from Milan, or rather they were can-

toned in a large park, furrounded by a deep ditch, which
rendered an attack extremely hazardous. Lautrec re-

monstrated with the Swifs ; but all the anfwer he could

procure was,
"
Money, a difcharge, or battle :" however,

he obtained from them fome little time to reconnoitre the

enemy ; then he divided his army into three bodies for

the attack, as this was the only alternative he could em-
brace. Before the engagement began Sforza joined Co-
lonna with fix thoufand lanfquenets ; upon which Lau-
trec a fecond time remonftrated with the Swifs, but they
were obftinate. No fooner did the trumpets found than
the Swifs, defpifing danger, flew over the ditch and pre-

pared to mount the counterfcrap in the face of cannon
and volleys of fmall arms : the confequence of this teme-

rity was, that in the fpace of half an hour they loft one
thoufand of their belt troops. The fecond line, not

daunted by the deftruction of the firft, marched on with

equal intrepidity, and met with the fame fate, leaving
in the foffe about two thoufand foldiers, Albert de la

Pierre, their general, and four other officers of diftinc-

Trenehde* tion. The French and Venetians on the other fide were
feated. not more fuccefsful, though lefs unfortunate as to their

3ofs : Lautrec's brother attacked the bridge, which, after

a vigorous atlion, he was forced to quit, having loft about

{even hundred of his troops : fuch was the ifTue of the af-

fair at Bico, which happened upon the 28th of April,

1522. Some hiftorians allege, that Lautrec's lofs a-

mounted to five thoufand men, of which, on the part of

the Swifs, three thoufand fell. Next day he retired to

Trezzo, and the day following the Swifs returned to

their cantons : the marquis of Pefcara propofed purfuing
them ; but was difiuaded by Colonna to run any farther

hazards, fince the fure confequence of their victory alrea-

dy acquired, would be the total conqueft of the Milanefe,

c Paruta. lib. iv. Guk« lib. xiv.

and
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and the difperfion of Lautrec's army

d
. Before the end of

the autumn, the imperialifts were entirely mailers of the

Milanefe, Cremonefe, and all the other appendages of the

duchy of Milan.

In the mean time Charles V. apprized of the great pre-

parations the French monarch was making for the recove-

ry of the Milanefe, made one more attempt to gain the

Venetians ; but with as little fuccefs as before. The re-

public refoived to keep well, if poflible, with both par-

ties, although a body of their troops acted in conjunction
with the French.

In the courfe of this year, Adrian VI. who fucceeded A.D.rs^.
J^eo in the pontificate, laboured with all his might to ef- «

feci: a truce for three years among the Chriftian poten-
tates. The great progrefs of the Turks in Hungary, as

well as their conqueft of the ifland of Rhodes, gave his

holinefs great apprehensions about the fate of Italy.

Charles Lennoy, his intimate friend and viceroy of Na-

ples, perfuaded him that Francis alone oppofed his pious

defigns; and the emperor and king of England had filled

him with notions of the great authority and power of the

head of the church. Flattered with thefe hopes, Adrian

publifhed a bull, by which, in virtue of the power dele-

gated to him by the Almighty, he ordered all Chriftian

princes and dates to obferve a truce of three years, under

the penalty of interdiction and excommunication. Fran-

cis, paying no regard to the facred mandate, and continu-

ing his preparations againit Italy, the pope joined in the Adrian Vl.

new formed league againft this monarch, and omitted kins in the

nothing to gain the Venetians. New envoys were every itaguea-

week coming from Charles, with different propofals and %?**$

terms. At laft the affair was debated in the fenate with

great warmth, fome advifing to embrace the emperor's

party and the league, others to continue their alliance

with Francis, a prince of valour, equal to his power
e
.

The fenate feems to have been divided into two factions ;

one in favour of Francis, headed by Andrea Gritti, a

man of great authority and merit; the other by Georgio
Cornaro, no lefs refpected for his influence and wifdom.
Thefe two noblemen fupported their different fentimenrs

with great vehemence and warmth, each producing fo

many ftrong and fpecious arguments as rendered it nexc

to impracticable to decide upon their merit. The arrival

A Memoire de Eallai. lib. ii. Belcar. lib. xvii. Partita, ibid.
! Guic. }.ib, xv. Paruta, lib, v. Gutherin Vit. Adrian VI.

Of
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of the bifhop of Bayeux, ambaflador from Francis, and

of an envoy from Henry VIII. iliil more, if poilible, per-

plexed their deliberations. The firft intreated they would

fufpend their determination, until the arrival of the

French army, which he aflerted would enter Italy in lefs

than a month. This circumftance was reafon enough for

the Englifh and imperial minifters the more preflingly
to folicit them to an immediate refolution ; though at the

fame time they pretended to difbelieve the afiertion of the

French ambaflador, under the notion that Francis could

fpare no fuch army at a time when his own kingdom was
in danger.

Thejwal At length, by the intrigues of Charles, of Adrian, and
rejolutiOK of the Engl ifh ambatfadors, a perpetual peace and alliance
t.iejenate, ketwecn tne emperor, Ferdinand, the archduke of Au-

fion of a una, and francis biorza, duke 01 Milan, on the one

treaty with hand, and the republic of Venice on the other, was con-
the empe- eluded. The conditions were, that the fenate mould
ror'

fend, if necefTary, twelve hundred horfe and fix thoufand

foot for the protection of the Milanefe : that they mould
have the fame number ready to oppofe the invafion of

Naples by any Chriftian potentate : that Charles mould

provide an equal number of forces for the defence of the

Venetian dominions againft all enemies without dillinc-

tion : that the republic fhould, in the term of eight years,

pay to the archduke the fum of two hundred thoufand

ducats, as an indemnification of former lofies : that the

republic mould pofTefs all her cities, towns, forts, and

territories on the continent, with the fame jurifdidiion,

power, and authority, as at the figning of this treaty :

that all perfons banilhed their country, and expelled the

fenate for having engaged in the emperor's caufe, fhould

be recalled and re-initated in their former pofTefiions ; and

that befides, they fhould, for life, enjoy an annual penfion
in recompence of their fufferingo. The pope and Hen-

ry VIII. were guarantees of this treaty, and the kings
of Poland, Hungary, Portugal, and the duke of Savoy,
with a number of petty princes, were admitted as acced-

ing parties
f
.

No fooner was the treaty concluded than the republic
fent an embafTy to the emperor, to compliment him on
the occafion. Their next meafure was to provide a ge-
neral to conduct che intended armaments. Trivulcio was

fuppofed too much attached to the French intereft ; yet

* Parut. ibid. Fug. lib. v. dec. v.

AS
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as he bad always behaved with a fcrupulous regard to ho-

nour, it required fome delicacy to difmifs him without

giving offence. It was therefore propo fed, that a penfion
of three thoufand ducats fhould be fettled on him for his

fupport as a private citizen, on the preemption he would
not chufe to draw his fword ngainft his king and coun-

try. The terms were offered, but rejected by Trivulcio,
who preferred returning into France. In his room, the

fenate appointed Francifco Maria, duke of Urbini, com-
mander in chief of all their forces 2. Such a change in

the policy of the fenate made mod people imagine, that

Francis, deprived of fo powerful an ally, would lay afide all

thoughts of his Italian expedition ; but he, undaunted by
the league, remained firm in his refolution, and re-

doubled his preparations. The conftable of Bourbon's

defection fomewhat retarded his operations ; but upon
the retreat of that nobleman, every thing went on for the

march of the army. However, the king contented him-
fclf with fending Bonivet with the troops, amounting to

twenty thoufand horfe and foot.

Bonivet paffed the Alps in the end of Auguft, or be-

ginning of September ; and advancing to the frontiers of

the Milanefe, foon reduced Novara and all the country
on the farther fide of the river Me fin. Profpero Colonna

had neglected to fortify and garrifon the places of mod
importance, not imagining that Francis, who had fo ma-

ny enemies to combat in his own dominions, could fpare
an army for Italy. But finding his conjecture erroneous,
he was compelled to retire in great diforder to Milan.

He had but five thoufand men ; a body inefficient to de-

fend fo large and ill-fortified a city. Experience, how-

ever, had taught him, that he was not to couclude what
an enemy would do from what he himfelf, in their cir-

cumftances, might think expedient: initead therefore of

abandoning the duchy, he be^an with all diligence to re-

pair his former error, thinking it time enough to retire

when the enemy made him unable longer to refill
h
.

Had Bonivet marched directly to Milan, without wait-

ing to reduce the country as he proceeded, the gates
would have been opened *,

but he injudiciously efteemed

a day more or lefs of little confequence. Thus he loll Bvnivefs

four or five days, which afforded Colonna time to put the *rnrt and

capital in a (late of defence. The republic, having no- (-donna's

tice of the enemy's approach, ordered their army to *f~ ta:ait§Ue
French,

s Parut. lib. vi. h Guicc, lib. xv. Parut. ibid.

femble
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femblc on the bnnks of the Oglio : they alfo reinforced

the garrifons of Crema and Bergamo, and fent a body of

troops to join Colonna. Bonivet found the city of Milan,
fo well prepared for defence, that without attempting to

form the fiege, he took the refolution of encamping at

Chiaraballa, to cut off the convoys from the allied army ;

but his meafures were fo ill concerted, that after he had

perfifted in the defign till the end of November, he was
forced to remove at a greater diftance, his army being in

want of provifion and forage
l
.

Bonivet re. He found means, however, to take Monza and Lodi,
tires from an(j t0 relieve Cremona, which was in great diftrefs, the

utsLoli cit
5
r beinS in the hands of the

.

imP erialift s. The Milan-
efe and Germans, apprehending that Bonivet might lay

fiege to Cremona, prefled the fenate to order their army
into the Cremonefe j

but they chofe to refer the whole to

the difcretion of the general, Francifco Maria, who, un-

willing to endanger the army committed to his care, en-

camped between Romano and Martinenga, a ftep with

which the imperialifts were difatisfied. Some reports of a

fecret treaty between the imperial and French monarch s,

gave birth to the cautious meafures of the Venetians, who
were apprehenfive of entering upon hoftilities and wafting
their troops, while it was doubtful whether an alliance,

planned for their deftruction, might not be in agitation :

their general, therefore, kept aloof, until the ftorms

which threatened the republic, were difpelled ; while the

fenate ufed the utmoft diligence in forming new levies,

and preparing againft the doubtful events of fortune, and

policy of the imperial and French councils k
.

During this interval of inaction and mutual diftruft,

pope Adrian VI. died on the 14th of September, 1523.
His death was a fatal ftroke to the confederacy, depriving
it not only of the pontifical authority, but of large pecu-
niary fupplies. Julius de Medicis, who was chofen in

his (lead, by the name of Clement VII. adopted a fyftem
of conduct: totally different from that of his preceffor.
This prelate obferved that Adrian had too eafily acknow-

leged the weaknefs and fallibility of the church 5 a prac-
tice contrary to the politics of the former popes, who ne-

ver affented to the reformation of abufes, but to obtain

fome very important object. Charles had incurred the

difpleafure of many of the princes of the empire, by mak-

l Capella. Hift. Med. lib. iii. k
Paruta, lib. vi.

Guicc. lib, xv.

ing

1
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ing too great conceifions to the court of Rome; yet
would not Clement renew the truce his predecefibr had
made with the head of the empire. He gave the emperor
to underftand, that his intention was to obferve a itri£fc

neutrality, as the common father of Chriftendom, defir-

ous of uniting the Chriftian princes, and oppofing the

dangerous growth of the Othoman power K

The conduct of Clement extremely embarrafled the

duke of Bourbon. The emperor had given him, after his

efcape from France, the command of his forces in Italy;
but he fent him no money for the payment of the troops;
nor was it poffible for the duke to fatisfy their demands,
as neither the pope nor the republic of Florence furnifhed

their ftipulated fubfidies : he found means, however, to

draw fome money from the inhabitants of Milan ; and at

laft he engaged the pope to give him twenty thoufand

ducats, and to ufe his influence with the Florentines to

remit fifty thoufand crowns, on condition that the duke
fhould keep the tranfaclion a profound fecret m

.

Mean while the Venetians had appointed eight of their

chief citizens to compliment Clement on his acceflion to

the papal dignity. The fenate was fenfible of the impor-
tance of being on good terms with his holinefs : his abili-

ties were unqueitionab'e, and it was reaibnably prefumed
that his policy would vary in many particulars from that

of Adrian- The ambailadors affured the pope of the re-

public's efteem of his private as well as public character;
of their defire of being united in interefl: with him

; and

of implicitly following the meafures his holinefs would

prefcribe. They were well received at Rome ; but dur-

ing their refidence Grimani, the doge died, after having

governed for near two years, and was fucceeded by
Andrea Gritti, unanimouily elected on account of his

experience in public affairs, and the ability and inte-

grity with which he had conducted feveral of the higheft
offices

n
.

ANDREA GRITTI, Doge LXXVIL

IN the beginning of the year 1524, the duke of Bour- AD 15*4.

bon, having been reinforced with fix thoufand Germans,
and joined at length by fome Venetians, put himielf in Andrea

motion, at the head of thirty thoufand men. Bonivet,
ijTltn '

1 Guicc. lib. xv. Anton, de Vera. Hift. de Charles, p. 124..

v. Belcar. lib, xviii. r-

Paruta, lib. v.

the
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the French general, was now in his turn greatly per*

plexed how to act : he had but twenty thoufand men
•,

and there was no money on either fide. He had, indeed,

engaged ten thoufand Swifs and five thoufand Grifons ;

but could derive no great advantage from auxiliaries,

whofe courage was proportioned to the fubfidy received.

In this conjuncture he refolved to give battle to the im-

perialiils, before they became acquainted with his fitua-

tion ; but the duke of Bourbon wifely declined an action,

though he was fuperior in number, determining either to

jfamifh or difperfe Bonivet's army by procrastination °.

In the mean time the imperialists recovered Vercelli, by
means of a fecret correfpondence with Tecti, the chief of

the Ghibelline faction. Bonivet, finding himfelf almoit

furrounded, had thoughts of retiring \
but was prevented

by Rence de Ceri, who promifed to bring him five thou-

fand Grifons. The imperial general, receiving intelli-

gence of their march, fent Jean de Medicis with three

hundred lances, fix hundred chofen horfe, and feven

thoufand foot, to intercept the detachment p
; and he fo

harrailed the Grifons with perpetual fkirmifhes before

they reached Gravina, that, finding no French efcort or

money on their arrival, they returned home, giving Jean
de Medicis a promife not to attempt any thing, unlefs

they were purfued. Bourbon, being informed of this

fuccefs, wrote to Medicis to invert BiagrafTo, the only
town the French now held upon theTefin. Medicis, af-

ter having deftroyed the bridge which Bonivet had thrown
over that river, attacked the town which was defended by
one thoufand Italians, and took it in four hours : here he

found fomc rich booty, of which the French had pillaged
the Milanefc, Bonivet's meafures being entirely difcon-

certed by the fuccefs of the enemy, he returned to Nova-

ra, to facilitate his junction with ten thoufand Swifs then

on their march. Bourbon, to prevent his junction, en-

camped between Vercelli and the French, which motion

obliged Bonivet to advance to Romagnano, where he

threw a bridge of boats over the Secchia, and crofied

without opposition. Next night he joined the Swifs, who

charged him with breach of promife, and not only refufed

to act in conjunction with him before their fubfidy was

paid,
their

but

diffaffe&ibn *

infecting others of their countrymen, with

Alarmed at this accident, Bonivet

9 Guic. lib* xv. Capella, lib* iii. P Paruta, ibid. Foug.
lib. vi. dec. v, 1 Guic- lib, xv, Capella, lib. iii.

thought
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thought of nothing but repafling the Alps, and getting Stuifs re-

clear of Italy. The imperialifts ftuck clofe to his rear, <voltfrom

and charged him with great vigour. Bonivet being
B™l ~"ent.

wounded was carried off the field, the chavalier Bayard p^dtd f

commanding in his room, and refilling the enemy with jca ied.

great intrepidity, until he loft his life. After this action

the imperialifts laid fiege to Lodi, where Buifi d'Amboife

commanded, and it foon furrendered on capitulation.
The Venetians bore no (hare either in the purfuit or fiege,
the providetor refufing to exceed the articles of the treaty,

faying, that the fenate had engaged only for the defence

of the Milanefe. Solyman's great preparations, his am-
bitious fpirit, together with the pope's equivocal conduct,
made the fenate refolve upon keeping as much aloof as

was confiftent with the terms of their engagement with

the emperor. It was apparent that, either for fear of the

power of Francis, or diltruft of the emperor, Clement, ever

iince his acceflion, inclined to the French intereft. Though
the republic had no doubt of the pontiff's intentions, yet
not caring to quit the emperor's alliance before they were
aflured of the friendfhip of the French monarch, they

kept their army in a ftate of inaction, waiting the iflue of

the duke of Bourbon's expedition into Provence. The
bad fuccefs of this fcheme, and the fudden march of Fran-

-cis into Italy, his laying fiege to Pavia, and at the fame

time, invading the kingdom of Naples with another army,
threw the republic into great perplexity. Both fides foli-

cited her friendfhip : (he was already in treaty with the

emperor ; but the Venetian forces in Italy were too weak
to protect: the Milanefe, much lefs to defend their own
dominions, if, by her adherence to her engagements, the

republic ftiould incur the refentment of Francis : in fhort,

the fenate entrufted the direction of their affairs to Cle-

ment, who fecretly concluded a treaty between Francis

and the Venetians r
.

By thefe temporizing meafures, and political balancing,
the fenate procured fome advantages, but little honour to

the republic. The Venetian army (till continued inactive:

their intentions were not known to the duke of Bourbon;
fo little, indeed, that he was foliciting the fenate to fend

the army to his relief as he retired before Francis : nor

was the fenate well determined whether they mould not

comply with his requeft at the very time when they had

' Parut. lib, v. Guicciard, ibid. Foug. dec. V. lib. vi. Hift.

citat. ibid.

Mojo. Vol. XXIV. O con-
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concluded a treaty with the enemy. In the battle which
foon after enfued at Pavia, where Francis was defeated

and taken prifoner, we do not find that the Venetians had

any fhare on either fide, or that their forces were at all pre-
fent.

The victory at Pavia filled with confirmation and fear

all the ftates not in alliance with the emperor : the Ve«e-
tians propofed to Clement a league againft the power of

this monarch, who, by his victorious army, might foon

render himfelf mailer of all Italy ; but, during their ne-

gociations with his holinefs, the fenate thought it advife-

able to tamper with the emperor, and prevent an open
rupture with that monarch before they were in a condi-

tion to refill his power: for this purpofe, Lorenzo Priuli,

and Andrea Novagiaro, were fent to congratulate him

upon his victory, and to excufe their delay in not fending
forces to join his army. Mean while a treaty ofTenfive and
defenfive was concluded between the pope, the Vene-

tians, Francis Sforza, and Pefcara, who foon after trea-

eheroufly revealed the whole to the emperor. Moron,
the chancellor, appeared in behalf of Sforza, Montiban

reprefented his holinefs, and Santi had full powers to

tranfact the affairs of the Venetians. The contents of the

treaty were an alliance to expel the imperialifts out of

Italy, to which the French were invited to accede : it was

flipulated that the marquis of Pefcara mould be placed at

the head of this alliance, and fhould feparate himfelf with
all convenient expedition from the imperial forces, in or-

der to opprefs them the more eafily, if they refufed to af-

llil him in the conquelt of Naples
s

.

Pefcara, imagining he might draw confiderable advan-

tages from fo important a difcovery, fent his chief confi-

dent Caftallo to the emperor, to acquaint him with the

whole tranfacticn, and to allure Charles, that he had no
other defign in becoming a confederate in the alliance,

than to procure the more certain intelligence. Charles

wrote him back, to continue the correfpondence with the

Venetians, the pope, and Moron j but in a few days
Caftallo returned with orders to feize on the chancellor,
and employ all means for the immediate reduction of Mi-
lan. The orders were punctually executed, and Moron
was imprifoned in the citadel of Pavia, on the 14th of

October ; a circumftancc which entirely difconcerted the,

Venetians, who now found themfelves expofed to the cm*

s
Paruta, lib- Vt Guicc, lib. xvi. Fug. dec. y. lib. vi,

,p«ror S
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peror's refentment, without being able to rely on the con-

stancy of the pontiff*. Pefcara demanded, that Milan,
Cremona, and all the places fituated on the Adda, fhould
be delivered to the emperor ; to which terms Sforza,
who was then ill of a fever, agreed, excepting the ai tide

of Milan and Cremona; which, he faid, he could not fur-

render but to his imperial majefty in perfon. He added,
that Moron had taken upon him to negociate this alliance

upon his own authority. Pefcara, upon this anfwer, Emperor
threw off the malk ; convoked the eftates of the Milanefe ;

/***'* on

accufed Sforza of high-treafon ; and obliged the inhabi- %fHcm
*J *

tants of the duchy to take an oath of allegiance to the em-
peror. He even laid fiege to the citadel of Cremona, and
inverted the city of Milan-

The Venetians were no lefs embarraffed than the pope
and Francis Sforza. Martin Caraccioli, ambaffador of
Charles the Fifth at Venice, was then negociating a peace,
or rather an alliance between his mailer and the republic.

By accepting the terms offered, the fenate forefaw their

liberty would be in imminent danger; and by rejecting
them, their territories on the continent would be expofed
to all the horrors of war, as foon as Milan and Cremona
were reduced. Lefs timid, and more penetrating than

Clement, they told Caraccioli, that the late league was
formed with no other purpofe than to reinftate Sforza in

his dominions : that it was evident the emperor had no
intention to accede to it, becaufe he deprived that prince
of his dominions : that they could think of no alliance

with his majefty before Sforza was reftored; and however

great their refpecl: was for the emperor, it was (till greater
for truth, fidelity, and their engagements. Had Clement
the Seventh given an equal proof of conftancy, the em-
peror would have been greatly perplexed how to a£r. ; but
his holinefs, defirous of (hewing his refined policy, fell

into the fame fnare in which he had been lately taken.

Salviari, his legate in Spain, was negociating with Charles,
at the fame time that another of his miniflers was treating
with France and the republic, to engage them in an al-

liance againft that monarch. Clement attended with im-

patience the iflue of the legate's intrigues ; and he had
fixed the day for figning the. treaty with the French and
Venetians, when he received intelligence that his other

legate had concluded affairs at Madrid % the emperor

having agreed to oblige the duke of Ferrara to reftorc

* Anton- de Vera, Hift. de Charles, p. ijo.
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Reggio and Rubiera to the holy fee. Notwith{landing
this agreement, upon Francis's refufal to ratify the op-

preiTive treaty of Madrid, by which he was fet at liberty,

the pope was no lefs eager than the Venetians to congra-
tulate him on his return to his kingdom. He even com-
mifTioned his legate to conclude an alliance with Francis,

the Venetians, and Sforza, againlt the emperor
u

.

A.D. 1526.
One does not know what to make of the politics of Ptome

m and Venice during this period. Clement and the republic
were every month changing fides, forming new fchemes,
and entering into new engagements, which they never ex-

ecuted : they perceived that whether Francis or Charles

became fuperior, their power mu(t fink in proportion to

the increaied influence of either of thofe monarchs in

Italy. As their conduct, therefore, depended upon con-

junctures, the event of a battle or treaty between thofe

great rivals, it was neceiTarily unfleady and changeable.

Treaty of Two things contributed to haiten the conclufion of this

Cognac be- league with Francis : the firft was, that the citadel of
tTt-een Milan, which the imperialifts were then beileging, could

F^
C

'ci

*

-
not *on8 ^old out w*cnout: reinforcements, which neither

men! the his holinefs nor the fenate would venture to fend, until

Sewntk, they were afTured of the alliftance of the French monarch:
andihefe- the other was, that Francis imagined the equivalent of
netians. tw0 m }[!jons for the duchy of Burgundy, which he offer-

ed the emperor, would have more weight after the publi-
cation of this alliance. Certain it is, that he figned the

treaty of Cognac with this view chiefly.

Moncada, the emperor's ambaflador at Rome, laboured

with great diligence to detach his holinefs and the repub-
lic from Francis ; but the fenate kept Clement firm to his

engagements : and as for themfelves, they told the am-

baiTador, that when his imperial majeily was inclined to

treat of peace upon reasonable terms, he would always
find the republic well difpofed to an union 5 but that it

became his imperial majeily to declare his ferious inten-

tions by actions rather than mere profeflions •,
that if he

would raife the fiege of Milan, reinflate Sforza in his do-

minions, and perform the articles of their laft contract

with him, it would then be a proper time to talk of laying
down arms, and eftablifhing the tranquility of Italy.

Moncada's anfwer being couched in general terms, it was
evident that Charles had nothing led? in view than to ac-

quiefce in thofe prcpofals. The confederates in the mean

» Anton, de Vera. Hift, de Charlts, p. 130.
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time fent an embaiTy to England, to invite Henry info the

league, or atleait to prevail upon him to ufe his influence

with the emperor to releafe the hoftages given by Francis,

and renounce the article of the treaty of Madrid, which

regarded Burgundy, for a valuable con fi deration w
.

Before the event of his embalTy was known, the league
was publifhed ; and the Venetians fent into the field an ar-

my of ten thoufand foot, nine hundred lances, and eight
hundred light horfe, taking at the fame time a itrongbody
of Swifs into the pay of the republic. Upon the junction
of this army with the Swifs, it was determined to undertake

the relief of Milan, while the marquis of SalufTes, with

one thoufand French infantry, and a proportionable num-
ber of cavalry, was to lay fiege to Novara and Alexandria.

A general rendezvous was appointed at Chiari, from
whence the army was to march as conjunctures might re-

quire.
While the troops were getting ready, Malatefta Baillon, Venetians

with a detachment of Venetians, entered upon action,
take Loau

having found means to feize upon Lodi, although defend-

ed by a numerous garrifon, and provided with all the ne-

cefTaries to fuftain a ilege. Upon this fuccefs, the whole

army, eroding the Po, joined the pope's forces, and

marched towards Milan. The city was in the hands of

the imperialists ; but the exorbitant contributions they
had raifed for the fupport of the army, had fo alienated

the minds of the citizens, that the duke d'Urbino, who
commanded the Venetians, had no doubt of an infurrec-

tion in his favour. Milan was accordingly inverted, and

the fiege carried on with great vigour, when Urbino re-

ceived intelligence that the duke de Bourbon had thrown

himfelf, with a confiderable reinforcement, into the city;

that he had brought money for the payment of the troops;
and that the imperialifts were aflembling a powerful ar-

my
x

. After weighing circumftances, the duke deter-

mined to raife the fiege; which he did accordingly, retir-

ing unmolefted to Marignan. The fenate had conceived

great expectations from this enterprize ; now they were

chagrined upon the retreat of the army. The duke d'Ur-

bino fent Lodovico Gonzaga to juitify himfelf at Venice.;

and his reafons appeared fo convincing, that the fenate

was perfectly fatisfied with his conduct. But the cafe

was otherwife with the pope, who greatly refented not

* Paruta, lib. v. Guicc. lib. xvi. * Parut. ibid. Fong.
dec. v. lib. vi.
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only this particular action, but the genera*! behaviour of
the duke. His holinefs was exceedingly offended that his

oflicers fhould be fo entirely neglected by Urbino, and

never confulted upon affairs of the greateft moment. To
appeafe Clement, and prevent divifions in the army, the

fenate ordered Urbino, for the future, to hold a council

with the pope's chief officers, particularly his general
Francifco Guicciardini, and to undertake nothing without

his concurrence t*

Theconfe- At this time a fleet was equipped to annoy, in con*
derates

junction with the pope's gallies, the coafts of the enemy.

%
Ul

f
a

Divers propofals were made concerning the courfe they
fhoul$ fteer, and their firft effort. The pope urged the

fleet's failing to Apulia, to fruftrate the defigns of theCo-

lonefi, who had there affembled an army- Francis and
the Venetians joined in a contrary opinion, imagining an,

attack upon Genoa of more confequence to the common
caufe. As Francis agreed to ftrengtjien this armament
with a powerful fquadron, the admiral was appointed by
his recommendation, and Pedrc Navarro made commander
of the combined fleet. After various delays on the fide of

Francis, and fufpicions on that of the pope and
republic^

at length Armiero the providetor failed from Corfu with

thirteen gallies toTeracino, where he met with Doria and
eleven of the pope's gallies. Hence they proceeded to

Leghorn, where they joined Pedro with four French gal-
leons and fixteen light gallies : here it was determined to,

reduce Genoa under the fubjection of France, for the be?
refit of the confederacy : firft they failed to Porto Venere,
which, with all the other towns to Monaco, they foon

reduced. The fleet divided, fhe Venetian and pope's gal-
lies (leering to Porto Fino, and Pedro Navarro, with the

French fquapron, to Savona, which immediately furren-
BIocI up dered. Their firft defign was to prevent fuccours by fea
Genoa. from being fent to Genoa, knowing the city was ill fup-

plied ; by this interception they expected foon to compel
the inhabitants to accept an eafy capitulation. In all pro=

bability the admirals muft have fucceeded, fo well had

they taken their meafures, had not jealoufies arifen among
themfelves. Navarro accufed Doria of treachery, a^d per-

mitting fhips laden with provifions to enter the city ; and
Doria envied the fuperiority given Navarro. Genoa like-

wife received fmall fuccours from the continent, but no-

thing equal to the exigencies of the city. The confede-

y Parut. lib. v. Guicc. lib. xix.

rat«
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rate troops being landed, the place was inverted on all Theforces

fides, and the batteries played with great fury on the walls, landed, and

To fecure themfelves from the attacks of the peafants from Meaty in*

without, Navarro ordered a trench to be formed round
<vê e '

the camp. The garrifon, finding itielf thus cooped up,
determined upon making a fally *,

but the confederates,

having intelligence or fufpicion of their defign, landed

Doria and Grimani, with eight hundred more troops and
fome pieces of artillery : betides, their light gallies were
drawn up along more in fuch a manner, as to bring their

cannon to bear on the garrifon 3 if they ftirred. However,
without being difcouraged, the Genoefe made a vigorous

fally, and were bravely received : the combat continued

obflinate for fome time, when at length the befieged were
driven back within their walls with great lofs

z
. Jtfot-

withftanding this defeat, the count Gabriel Martinenga
bravely defended the city, until the following year, when
Lautrec fent Csefar Fregofa, with a ftrong reinforcement

to the befiegers, a circumftance which obliged the cour*
to furrender. Martinenga, captain-general of the Ge-

noefe, was made prifoner, Theodore Trivulcio appointed

governor in the name of the French king, and the citadel,

into which Adorni the doge had retired, was furrendered

a few days after a
.

Mean while the retreat of the duke d'Urbino, with the

confederate army, was attended with the furrender of the

citadel of Milan, three days after Sforza had obtained

terms more reasonable and eafy than he could expect, con-

iidering the condition of the garrifon at the time he figned
the capitulation : he was in want of ammunition, provi-
fion, and men, while thole that remained were quite ex-

haufted and fpent with the tediouihefs of the fiege. The

pope had alfo been unfortunate in his defign upon Sienna ;

but, befides the retreat of Urbino, and the ill fuccefs of

the enterprize againit Sienna, two other circumftances

contributed to difappoint the hopes, and reverfe the for-

mer fuccefs of the confederates ; the one was the difturb-

ances excited by the Colon ui at Rome, Clement VII. by
the mediation of Moncada, the imperial minifter, had
been reconciled to this family. An agreement was fign-

ed, in which the pope engaged, for certain confiderations

fpecified, to protect them again ft their rivals the Urfini ;

but, about a month after, Vefpafian permitted his coufin,

» Gtilcc. lib. xix etiam Foliet. Hift. Gen. lib. xii. a Pa*
rut. lib. v.
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the cardinal Colonna, to advance with eight hundred
horfeand three thoufand foot, and take poflefiion of three

of the gates of the city. Clement had only time to retire

to the caflle of St. Angelo ; upon which Moncada, who
was privy to the defign of the Colonni, went to him, and,
after reprefenting his danger, advifed him to a truce for

four months with the emperor, to which 'the other con-

federates might accede if they pleafed. No fooner was
this truce figned, than Clement recalled his troops that

were under the command of the duke d'Urbino
*,
which

fenaration greatly diminifhed his flrength, and gave the

fifil fatal blow to the confederacy
b

. Another caufe of

its decline was the arrival of George Fronfperg with a

body of four thoufand lanfquenets, levied at his own ex-

pence in Germany. This corps the archduke Ferdinand

joined with a considerable corps of cavalry : Fronfperg,
at their head, parted the mountains of Trent, and arrived

in the Mantuan, in fpite of all the oppofition made by
the Venetians. But before we mention this expedition,
it may be proper to fpeak of the motions of the Venetian

army after the retreat from Milan, and the reduction of

Monza.
The duke d'Urbino had taken the refolution to return

once more for the relief of the citadel, when intelligence
was received of its furrender. Upon this he turned his

thoughts to the fiege of Cremona ; to invert which city
he fent a ftrong detachment under Baillon, who had ac-

quitted himfelf fo well at Lodi. Baillon found the city
fortified with a double trench, and well provided ; never-

thelefs, he inverted it with great diligence ; but finding
his troops unequal to the undertaking, he demanded of

Urbino a reinforcement of infantry, which was fent.

After the fiege had continued for fome days, the duke

grew impatient about the confequences : he knew how
much a fecond difappointment of this nature would pre-

judice his reputation and hurt the caufe, and therefore

reiblved to direct the fiege in perfon. Leaving the Ve-
netian cavalry, and the Swifs to the number of thirteen

thoufand, to proceed to Milan, he marched with all the

Venetian infantry to Cremona : his batteries played with

great fury for feveral days, but without effecting a breach,

upon which he determined to undermine the walls : by
this method of proceeding feveral large breaches were

made, which he ftormed with fo much fuccefs, that the

b Guicc. lib. xvii
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garrifon hung out a flag of truce, and the city was furren-

dered upon moderate conditions .

Notwithstanding this fuccefs, the above circum fiances

weighed down the balance againft the republic; Urbino's

army was much diminifhed by the retreat of the ecclefi-

aftical forces, while the duke of Bourbon was in a fair

way of being greatly ftrengthened by the junction of Fron-

fperg. Before the truce between Clement and the empe-
ror was concluded, Fronfperg had arrived in the Man-
tuan : here Jean de Medicis was detached againft him,
who imagining the lanfquenets had no artillery, ap-

proached, in reconnoitring them, fo near, that he was (hot

in the knee by a cannon-ball, of which wound he died.

After the death of the brave Medicis, no one prefumed
to oppole the march of the Germans, who arrived with-

out farther obftru&ion in the Placentin, where they join-
ed the duke of Bourbon.

On this junction the duke propofed going directly to

Milan, to prevent the defigns of Urbino ; but Fronfperg
anfwered fiercely, that the Germans would not move an

inch farther till their fubfidy was paid : to appeafe him
Bourbon was under the necefiity of coining the church-

plate, and putting the rich inhabitants to the torture to

extort their money. He afterwards proceeded on his

march ; but as he made feveral deviations fiom the direct

road, the pope began to entertain apprehenfions left

he might enter the territories of the holy fee, or ftrike off

towards Bologna, and from thence march to Tufcany.
In thefe apprehenfions he requefted the fenate that they
would order Urbino to crofs the Po with all expedition,
to fecure Tufcany and the ecclefiaftical territory ; but as

the fenate was under fome fears for their own dominions,

they did not chufe to comply wholly with his deure : yet,

willing to give his holinefs all the fatisfa&ion they could

confiftently with their own fafety, Lodovico Pifani was

fent with a ftrong detachment for the defence of the pope's
dominions ; the marquis of SalufTes, with the French and

Swifs, followed, and then Vitturi, the proveditor, crofted

the Po with the reft of the army. To prevent the Flo-

rentines from entering into precipitate meafures out of

dread of an enemy who feemed ready to fall upon Tuf-

cany, the fenate fent Marco Fofcari to acquaint that re-

public with the fteps taken for their fecurity, and to keep
rhem firm in their intereft d

.

c Heuter, lib. ix. Guicc. ct Parut. d Guic*. lib. xviii.

Before



fcot the Hijhry of Venice.

Before we conclude the tranfatlions of this year, we
muftuke fome notice of the naval affairs. A great fleet

of forty fhips was fitted out at Carthagena for the relief

of Genoa, which was reduced to the greatefl extremity,
and at lafl taken by Navarro before this fleet could put to

fea. As intelligence of the furrender of the city was not

yet received in Spain, the viceroy of Naples, who com-

*fh *ta»
man^e<i tne armament, fleered directly for the gulf of

nt&pet Genoa, where he fell in with Navarro,who bravely attacked

defeated by him with feventeen gallies, and obliged him to (heer oft

Navarro. Towards the end of the engagement a ftorm arofe, and

foon effected what Navarro had left undone -

y for the Spa-
nifh navy was totally difperfed, and many of the fhips

perifhed. As only the Frencn fquadron was engaged in

this rencounter, the council of ten recalled Armiero the

Venetian admiral, for not affixing Navarro ; but he

cleared himfelf to the fatisfa£lion of his countrymen,

by proving it was impofhble for him to beat up againfl the

wind. The viceroy arrived with a part of his fleet in the

port of Leghorn ; fome vefTels got fafe to Cayetta, and a

few reached the ports cf Sicily. As they had a ftrong

body of infantry on board, their arrival in Italy greatly
difturbed the Venetians 3 but their courage revived on the

arrival of Marco de Cere and Vitelli with the pope's forces.

Previous to this event the viceroy, having joined the Co-

lonefl, who were again in arms, laid fiege to FrofTolona :

he was battering the town, and ready to give the afiault,

when the confederates arrived opportunely, and obliged
him to decamp with precipitation.

AJ)f i5*7f g defirous were the confederates of pufhing the good
*

fortune with which the preceding year concluded, that

they determined upon the invafion of Naples in the depth
of winter. About the end of January the fenate fent or-

ders to Auguftine de Nulla, appointed proveditor in the

room of Armiero, to fail to Civita Vecchia : there he was
to join the pope's fleet, and from thence proceed in con-

the (tic- cert to Naples. Rence de Cere, meanwhile, entered the

cefioj tlie Abruzzo with fix thoufand men, where he foon made

Tttff'on
^imfelf rafter of Aquila. Doria failed with part

th'ecaafioj
°f tne fleet to Pozzuolo, which he attacked with great

Naples. vigour, but finding a flouter refi fiance than he expected,
he abandoned the enterprize, although his fuccefs would
have been attended with very fignal advantages to the

allies, on account of the harbour of Baia. When Doria
was reinforced he attacked and took Stabia. On the tenth

day after the, arrival of the fleet in the gulf of Naples,
"Sorrento
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Sorrento was flormed and taken ; in confequence of which

fuecefs feveral other fea-port towns and forts furrendered

without exchanging a blow.

Now the confederate fleet, meeting with no obftriiiSUon,

approached fo near the mole of Naples, that their cannon

played with fome fuecefs upon the walls. A herald was
fent to fummon the city. Moncada, who commanded for

the emperor, inflead of obeying the fummons, marched
out with two thoufand foot and five hundred horfe to ob-

fr.ru£t the enemy's approaches. This ftep brought on a
fkirmifh to the advantage of Baillon, who commanded
the Venetians, and took fome field-pieces belonging to

the befieged, who were driven back to the city. Not*

withftanding this fortunate beginning, the enterprize fail-

ed, either from want of money, or, what is more proba-

ble, in confequence of the late truce between the pope
and the emperor. Certain it is, that the ecclefiaftical

forces not only refufed to acl: in concert with the Vene-

tians, but many went over to the enemy. It is likewife

affirmed, that the former truce was extended by a new

agreement between his holinefs and the viceroy, which

obliged the Venetians totally to give up all thoughts of the

fiege. The pontiff was greatly over-reached in this new
convention ; for, having difbanded his army, he was left

expofed to the mercy of the enemy ; the confequence of

which mifconducl: was the taking of Rome, the imprifon-
ment of his perfon, and the entire ruin of his affairs

c
.

The fenate of Venice remonftrated to Clement upon the

imprudence of his conduct, which remonrtrance he dif-

regarded, as proceeding from private views : but that they

might not be wanting to themfelves, orders were difpatched
to the duke of Urbino to join the marquis of Salufles, and

pppofe the duke of Bourbon, who, with the imperial

army, was in full march to Rome. The imperialifts had
for fome time taken up free quarters in Tufcany, and this

oppreffion, together with the apprehenfions he was under"

for the lands of the church, induced Clement to haften
the agreement with the viceroy, which he thought would

perfectly fecure his territories. He perceived, when too

late, his error. The duke of Bourbon marched with pro-

digious expedition to Rome, deftroying all the country
to prevent his being purfued by the Venetian army. This
was an effectual expedient ; the duke d'Urbino could pro-

feed no farther than Viterbo for want of provifion and

• ?arut. lib, v. G^icc. lib. xviii.

forage.
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forage. Bourbon advanced to Rome, attacked it, and
was killed ; but the prince of Orange afTuming the com-

mand, the city was reduced, pillaged, and given up a prey
to the cruelty and rapacioufnefs of the imperialifls

f
.

The fenate of Venice, grieved at the fuccefs of the im-

perialifls, the captivity of Clement, and the pillage of

Rome, difpatched immediate orders to Urbino :o advance

towards the city, and, by his army, give weight to their

negociations to procure the liberty of the pontiff. But it

was now too late ; the pope and Rome were in the power
of the emperor, and his victorious army was elated with

plunder and fuccefs. A new levy of troops was likewife

made to oppofe Antonio de Leyva, upon the confines of

Crema and Lodi ; while their ambaffadors in France and

England took every meafure to make the fir ft proceed
with vigour in the war, and the latter to break with the

emperor. It muft be owned, that the fpirit of the repub-
lic feemed to be exerted upon this occafion, in a manner

worthy of their ancient fame, their free constitution, and

their constant regard to the liberties of Italy. The fleet

being greatly weakened by ficknefs, an augmentation of

the marine was decreed. Befides the ten thoufand Swifs

which they had perfuaded Francis I. to engage, the fe-

nate took an equal number into their own fervice. The
beft officers were received into their pay ; amongft the

reft the count Gaiazzo and the marquis de Palavicini.

To Francis Sforza they lent ten thoufand ducats to rein-

force the body under him with new levies; and garrifons
were put into the towns of Romagna and Ravenna s.

In this manner did the republic take her meafures for

oppofing the power of Charles V. and procuring the li-

berty of Clement. Mean while the duke d'Urbino was

preparing for executing the orders of the fenate : he fent

Baillon, with a detachment, to reduce Perufia, a fervice

which he foon performed, placing in it a Venetian garri-
fon. Thence he marched to Orvietto, where he was

strengthened by an addition of fome French and eccle-

siastical troops: then he asTembled a council, read the fe-

nate's instructions for the relief of the pontiff, and de-

sired the advice of the principal officers concerning the

polfibility of the enterprize. It was the opinion of the

proveditor Pifani, and all the other officers, that the fe-

nate mould be obeyed, and even a battle hazarded, if ne-

t Guicc. & Parut. ibid.

I Parvus lib yi.

Sleidan. lib. vi. Mem. du Bellas, lib. v.
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ceflary. Vitturi alone oppofed this advice, affirming that

their army was neither numerous enough, nor
fufficiently

difciplined to engage the imperial forces, who were old

experienced foldiers, flufhed with victory. Urbino, who
was not of an enterprizing genius, was eafily perfuaded
into an opinion which had lefs danger, though lefs ho-

nour, than that of Pifani and the council. Without far-

ther deliberation the fenate's inftructions were laid afide

as impracticable and hazardous in the prefent conjunc-
ture : he contented himfelf with fending Bazolo, with a

body of horfe, towards Rome, to affift, in cafe any op-

portunity might offer to the pope of making his efcape,
and conduct him to the army : but Bazola foon returned

without effecting any thing, having found that the impe-
rialists had furrounded the caftle of St. Angelo with

ftrong trenches h
-

Incenfed at thefe delays the fenate recalled, fuperfeded, Vitturiit

and imprifoned Vitturi for the advice he had given Ur- recalled

bino, while that noble officer found means to juftify his andi
^P

r'-

own conduct. More peremptory orders were then fent *om "

to the duke, to attempt, at all events, the fetting Cle-

ment at liberty ; but this enterprize he absolutely refufed,

infilling that his army was unequal to fuch an undertak-

ing, and offering rather to refign than occafion fuch a ca-

lamity to the republic, as mult neceffarily attend his de-

feat. So fpeeioufly did he cover his timidity with the

cloak of prudence, that the fenate was appeafed, and he
was confirmed two years longer in the command *.

The retreat of the duke d'Urbino to the frontiers of

Siena left the imperialifts in full fecurity ; a circumftance

which Urbino might have improved to his advantage, had
he been of a lefs timid difpofition

fc
. His army confided

of two thoufand men at arms, one thoufand three hun-
dred light horfe, two thoufand lanfquenets, an equal
number of Swifs, and ten thoufand Italian foot; befides

thefe, the marquis of Saluffes had with him feven thou-

fand French and Swifs infantry, with a proportionable
number of horfe ; yet was nothing attempted either for

the honour of the republic, the pope's enlargement, or

the freedom of Italy. True it is, that peitilence and fa-
PefliUnce

mine greatly afflicted the troops; but if the enemy fuf- anafamim
fered lefs by the latter, they were at lead equally mifer- Pre(Val1

able in the former refpect. The whole feemed now to
"mo"S tfie

h Guicc. lib. xviii. »

Foug.lib, vii. dec. y, Parut. lib. vi.

5* Hcut. lib. ix.

depend
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depend on the French and Englifh, between whom am
the emperor negociations had been carrying on for feveral

months. As neither fide would recede from the terms

propofed, Francis and cardinal Wolfey held a conference

at Amiens, upon the means of profecuting the war with

Charles V. which was now deemed unavoidable : here

they figned three different treaties, which were little more
than explications, modifications, and enlargements of a

former treaty, concluded on the 13th of April immedi-

ately preceding '.

At this time Francis fent Lautrec, at the head of an

army, into Italy, with which he crofled the Alps in the

month of Auguft, and was joined by a confiderable body
of forces under the marquis of Salufles. He flrft laid

fiege to the citadel of Bofco, in the territory of Alexan-

dria, which he took after a fiege of ten days, making the

garrifon prifoners of war : he then invefled Alexandria,
where he W3S attended with equal fuccefs : the city he put

into^the hands of Sforza's officers. After thefeconquefts the

Venetians and Sforza prefied Lautrec to undertake the

fiege of Milan : others were of opinion, that he had bet-

ter march to Rome, and fet the pope at liberty ; and they
enforced this advice by infi fling upon its being the chief

object of the treaty with England, Venice, and Sforza.

On the contrary, the fenate reprefented that Milan was
but weakly garrifoned, and that in confequence of its re-

duction the imperialists would evacuate Rome and the

kingdom of Naples : however, Lautrec oppofed to both

opinions the pofitive orders of the kings of England and

France, obferving, that while thofe monarchs Supported
the burthen of the war, it was no more than reafonable

their inftruclions fhould be obeyed ; that, as to procuring
the pope's enlargement, it could no way be done fo effec-

tually as by reducing the kingdom of Naples, which was
in want of men, money, and provifions. The truth was,
that Francis was unwilling to beftow any trouble in be-

fieging Milan, which was by treaty to revert to Sforza^
and this consideration made the Venetians equally indif-

ferent about the fuccefs of Lautrec's expedition to Naples'".
On the 28th of October Lautrec palled the Po, in the

face of the garrifon and cannon of St. John's fort, where
he waited for reinforcements of lanfquenets and Swifs.

The flownefs of his march occalioned a report that he had

1 Barr.e Hift. d'AHem. torn. viii. p^ 522.
xviii. Parut. lib. vi.

10 Guicc. Wbi

Secret



The Hiftory of Venice* 207
fecret orders to precipitate nothing : he flayed for fome
time about Parma and Placentia, under pretence of draw-

ing the duke of Ferrara into the confederacy. Both that Duke of

prince and the marquis of Mantua did, in erTe£t, quit the Ferrara

emperor's party to join with the allies : all which advant- J9******

ages afforded a plaufible pretext for Lautrec's meafures ;

a

yet it is certain his delay proceeded from fecret orders to

wait the emperor's final anfwer to the propofals made to

him by the minifters of England and France n
.

Nor did the duke d'Urbino make more hade with the

Venetian army to the theatre of action : he remained near

Montefiafcone quite inactive, notwithstanding the weak-
nefs of the enemy, and the approach of Lautrec, furnifh-

ed him with a fair opportunity of ftriking fome decifive

ftroke. His conduct raifed fufpicion of his fidelity at

Venice, in confequcnce of which a guard was put over

his wife and family at Murana ; intelligence of which in-

fult coming to the duke, he requefted leave to appear be-

fore the fenate to juftify himfelf. So fpecious was his

manner, that the fenate, ftill convinced of his innocence,
continued him at the head of the army, and removed the

guards placed over his family
°
(E).

Winter now approaching, negociations for a general

peace were renewed. The fenate willingly liilened to pa-
cific propofals, the finances of the republic being wholly
exhauited by fupporting the burthen of a war, in which,
however, ihe was only an auxiliary- Propofals were Propofalt

made by his mod Chriilian majefty and the republic, that io theem"

the emperor {hould deliver up the royal hoftages of France, ^
rorf9r *

fet the pope at liberty, reinftate Sforza, and reflore all he
had taken from the church. Although the emperor did

not entirely reject the terms, yet, by demanding a prodi-

n Huet. lib. viii. Foug. lib. vii. dec. v. °Parut.lib. vi.

(E) About this time Anto- three of whofe fhips were
mo Marcello was fent by the taken. The fenate fummoned
fenate, with a few light fhips, him before the avogari ; but
to fcour the feas infefted by the grand feignor, pleafed

pirates. In his courfe he fell with their refpe£t to his Mag,
in with a Turkifh man of war, returned the fhips, with afTur-

which he engaged, miftaking ances of his friendfhip. Upon
her for a pirate. The battle this the fenate decreect an em-
was bloody; but terminated bafly of thanks (i),
in the defeat of Marcello,

(1) Paruta, lib. vi* •

gloufi
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gious fum of money from the Venetians, he kept tl

treaty in fufpence, determining to aft according as cir-

cumilances might appear more or lefs favourable towards

the end of the campaign. It was evident from his con-

duct, that Charles was defirous of appropriating the duchy
of Milan to himfelf, fince he conftantly referred the dis-

putes with Sforza to be decided by arbitration afterwards,
while his troops fhould remain in poffeflion of the duchy.
As the emperor would not renounce this point the nego-
ciations were broke off, and new preparations for conti-

nuing the war fet on foot p.

.A.D.i$*S. N fooner was the pope fet at liberty, than the defign he
"

had formed of re-eftablifhing his family at Florence, made
him entirely alter the maxims of his former policy : his

long imprifonment had afforded him leifure to reflect, upon
the ill-judged meafures by which he had been hitherto go-
verned. Thus, when the ambaffadors of France, Eng-
land, and the republic, waited on him at Orvietto, to fo-

licit his concurrence to the league, he pretended it was

neceffary to the well-being of Chriftendom, that there

fhould be a mediator of differences, who would labour

for the public tranquillity; and that nothing could be

more fuitable to his circumftances, or agreeable to his dif-

pofition, than fuch an office : neverthelefs, he gave them
to underftand, that if Lautrec obliged the Imperialifts to

abandon Rome, he would take other meafures. In (hort,

he faid enough to convince the allies, that his fole aim
was to deliver the church out of the hands of the emperor,
and then to embrace that fide which promifed faireft for

his intereft and fecurity <*.

Lautrec, who penetrated the views of his holinefs, did

not think proper to pay him implicit obedience. Depart-

ing from Bologna in January, he took the route of Na-

ples, after having fent Vaudemont and Tremouille to urge
the pontiff to a final declaration. Clement ftill found

means to excufe himfelf ; he faw all Europe in Motion,
and defired to wait the iffue of this war in order to take

his meafures more fecurely. In fact, he made ufe of a

variety of expedients, arts, and wiles, to avoid difobliging
either party. In the mean time he had the modefly to de-

mand of the Venetians, that they would furrender to him
Cervia and Ravenna ; a requefl no way agreeable to the

fenate, or to that humility his holinefs expreffed. The

p Guicc. lib. xix. Sleidan. lib. vi. <i Parut. lib. vi. Hcut.
lib, ix. Guicc. ibid.

matter
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matter was debated, and it was concluded to fend an em^

bafTy to the pope, to defire he would firlt terminate other

affairs, or at lead grant fome equivalent.
Lautrec arrived in February in the Abruzzo. Aquila,

and all the neighbouring towns, opened their gates, and

received him as their deliverer. It was not without great

difficulty that the prince of Orange could prevail on the

imperial army to take the field, after having lived nine or

ten months in Rome at free quarters, indulging them-

selves with every luxurious pleafure : however, as he was

not incumbered with artillery, the prince foon got the Hart

of Lautrec, who, notwithstanding, advanced to Pouille,

which furrendered without terms. He inverted Melfi,
where Caraccioli commanded a garrifon of three thoufand

men. The governor withftood the firft aflault ; but at Lautrec

the fecond he was forced, and the garrifon, with near four takes Melf»

thoufand of the inhabitants, were put to the fword. The

prince of Melfi was made prifoner of war, and his wife

and children, who had retired into the citadel, furrendered

at difcretion r
.

No fooner was Melfi reduced, than Borletta, Trani, Almofi all

Venofa, Capua, Nola, Accora, Averfa, and all the other ^ o/^jVa*
cities befides Manfredonia, Gaieta, and Naples, yielded pies fub-
to Lautrec. On the other hand, the Venetians, having mitt to

reduced Monopoli, feiit a reinforcement of two thoufand Lautrec*

men to the French army. Lautrec leaving them for the

protection of his conquefts, marched with the reft of his

forces to Naples. While he was encamped before this

city, a fquadron of fixteen Venetian gallies came along
the coaft of Apulia, to ailift in the conqueft of the king-
dom by the reduction of other places ceded to them by
the treaty. Two of them were already furrendered: and

they were proceeding with great rapidity, when a requeft:

from Lautrec arrived, that they would fpeedily join the

fquadron under Doria, and jointly block u^Naples by fea»

Pietro Landi then haftened his meafures, and, in a few

days, made himfelf mailer of all the cities ftipulated by
treaty to be ceded to the republic

s
.

Before Landi quitted the coaft of Apulia, the viceroy
formed a fcheme tor furprifing the French fquadron under

Doria. It confifted but of eight fmall gallies, to attack

which he equipped, with great fecrecy and expedition,
fix gallies, four pinks, and fix brigantines, well manned,

r
Paruta, lib. vi. Heat. lib. ix. s Guicc. lib. xix. Paruta,

ibid.

Mod. Vol, XXIV. P car-
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carrying a thoufand harquebufiers over and above their

complement of feamen. The command of this armamen
was given to an officer named Gobbo, remarkable for hi

fkill and experience in naval affairs, attended by the mar-

quis de Guafl, with a number of Spanifh and German
volunteers. Gobbo fleered out of the harbour

;
but Doria,

having had intelligence from Lautrec of his defign, took

on board four hundred land forces, and, weighing anchor,
flood out to fea in line of battle. Both admirals difplayed
abundance of military fkill in feeking to gain the weather-

gage : at lafl they engaged with great refolution. The
battle was maintained for feveral hours, with great vigour
and equality, when the Venetian fleet coming up, attacked

Gobbo's rear, and foon turned the fcale (
. Gobbo was

defeated with great lofs, and the combined fleet failed

triumphant into the harbour of Naples. By this vitlory
the city was totally blocked up on the Tea-fide, at the fame

time that it was in great want of provifion, and flraitly

inverted by the land forces. Lautrec was oppofed by a

numerous garrifon of chofen troops. His own army, from

the exceflive heat of the climate, was fickly, and number-
lefs other difficulties he encountered in this enterprize ;

however, as the total reducTion of the kingdom depended
on the fate of the capital, he pufhed the fiege with all

imaginable vigour. The prince of Orange, who had the

fole command in the city after the death of Moncada, em-

ployed all his addrefs to fupport the fpirits of the befieged ;

yet he could not have refilled fix days longer, for want of

fuftenance, if the face of affairs in the allied army had not

undergone a great alteration. The difeafes, which before

had greatly diminifhed the number of the befiegers, were
now turned to a peflilence that fwept them off by hun-
dreds in a day. So great havock had it made, that, before

the middle of July, there remained not above four thou-

fand infantry riid gens d'armsfir to engage. Lautrec, at-

tacked by the epidemical diflemper, was no longer able to

command, nor even to maintain his camp in fecurity ; a

circumflance of which the prince of Orange did not fail

to make his advantage. The befiegers were harraffed and
alarmed with perpetual fallies, which they were in no con-

dition to fuflain
•, and, to crown their misfortune, Andrea

Doria openly embraced the fide of the emperor, while his

nephew Philippo Doria connived at his treachery, and fuf-

fered all forts of provifions to pafs his fleet into the city.

l

«
Foug. lib. vii. dec. v. Parur. lib. vi.

Lautrec,



The Hiftory of Venice. 2 1 1

Lautrec, finding his army dwindled to a handful, himfelf t&tne

emaciated and confined to his bed, furrounded by enemies *'"* aru*
.

in the middle of an enemy's country, without all fupport f satuj^'
except from his own courage, took his difappointment fo fes de-

much to heart, that he expired. It was the opinion of the camps, and

marquis of SalufTes, who fucceeded to the command, that " bejieged

neither his authority or flrength was equal to the hazard
n verJat

of continuing the fiege : he therefore turned his whole

thoughts to the meafures proper to abandon it, after it had

coft the lives of near fifteen thoufand men. Upon his de-

camping, the imperialifts attacked his rear, but were re- ,

pulled; then he threw himfelf into Averfa with the few

troops that remained. Pedro Navarro fell into the hands
of the enemy in this retreat : he was carried prifoner to

Naples, where he died in a few days. Now the imperi-
alifts befieged the French army in their turn, who, in con-

fequence of a wound which difabled the marquis of Sa-

lufTes, figned a capitulation, which their diftrefs rendered

lefs difgraceful. Among other conditions, the marquis

ftipulated to have all thofe places, in pofTeffion of the

French and Venetians, yielded up to the emperor without

lofs of time".

Nor was trje lofs of the army and kingdom of Naples the the duke

whole misfortune fuftained by the confederates. The arrival °f Srunf-

of the duke of Brunfwic with twelve thoufand Germans ^/t

t °meS

in Italy, had entirely brought fortune on the fide of the tivtfoe

emperor : this general entered Lombardy by the Veronefe, thoufand

where joining Antonio de Leyva with his Spaniards, he ™en tnt0

undertook the fiege of Lodi. Happily for the Venetians
a^*

the place was ilrongly garrifoned, and the refiftance it

made gave the republic time to makefrefh levies to oppofe
the duke. Four thoufand Swifs were taken into pay;
numbers of light horfe were brought from Greece and

Dalmatia ;
and garrifons put into all their principal towns,

with governors of approved fidelity and valour. During
the fiege of Lodi, the duke d'Urbini firft vifited Verona,
the walls and garrifons of which he ftrengthened : the

fame precautions he took at Breftia, Bergamo, and other

cities. He, afterwards, greatly harrafied the duke of

Brunfwic, by attacks on his convoys, and by giving per-

petual alarms to his camp. In confequence of thefe alarms

and inconveniences, the duke raifed the fiege *,
when find-

ing his army diminifhed, and all the cities by which he

was to march ftrongly garrifoned, with a variety of other

« Paruta, lib. vi. Guicc. lib- xix. Sleid. period, x, p. 1006.

P 2 obftruc-
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Jin mires obftruc"r.ions thrown in his way, he retired into Ger
imoGtr- many

w
.

may* After the capitulation at Averfa, and retreat of the duke
of Brunfwic, the count de St. Pol arrived with a French

army in Italy, and* joined the duke d'Urbino : they pro*

pofed carrying on the war chiefly in Lombardy, to opprefs
Antonio de Leyva, who had but eight thoufand men ;

but without entirely abandoning the towns in Naples ; for

both Francis and the republic had refufed to ratify the

convention at Averfa. They might certainly have fuc-

ceeded in their defign, had not fo much time been con-

fumed in deliberating upon the meafures necelTary to oblige

Leyva to evacuate Lombardy; but this wife general feiz-

ing the conjuncture, fortified himfelf and increafed his

army. The confederates began their operations by invert-

ing Vigevanoand Pavia, fteps which afforded Andrea Do-
ria, now in the fervice of the emperor, an opportunity of

retiring to the coaft of Genoa. Doria praCtifed every ex-

pedient to induce the citizens to fecond his clefigns : he

reprefented to the people that a French government would
leave them nothing beGdes the name of a republic : the

nobility he dazzled with the advantages of the ancient in-

ilitutions, by which they always held the reins of govern-
ment. Knowing that peftilence had reduced the garrifon
to a fourth of their number, that they were retired into

the citadel to avoid infection, and that the city was left

in a manner defolate, he approached with his gallies, and
landed fix or feven hundred foldiers. Doria found the

gates open to him ; and being once poffeffed of the city,
he foon obliged Trivulcio and the garrifon in the citadel

to furrender : then affembling the nobility, he remitted
into their hands the government of the city, in remem-*
brance of which event the republic erected a ftatue to his

memory, and honoured him with the title of father and
reftorer of his country.

'the con- During thefe transactions at Genoa, the. confederate
federates army reduced Pavia

•,
and feveral other cities furrendered.

**** Pa ~
Antonio de Leyva, finding himfelf harder preiled than

ever, formed a project hardly to be paralleled in hi/'

having collected all the wheat and corn in the Mi]

under fpecious pretexts, he diftributed it among ceain
bakers in whom he could confide, with orders to fell each
loaf at the price of a crown. By this expedient he drew

money to the army from thofe who were able to pay for

ier-

via.

w Paruta, lib, vi, Guicc. ibid
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bread, while the poor periihed with hanger. The Mila-
nefe complained to the emperor, but his low finances

could admit of no remedy : without money Leyva's army
would defert, and this was to be procured by no other

meant than the moil cruel oppreiiion A,t 1 a it the inha-

bitants, rendered dclperate by misfortune, mafTacred a

number of his officers, and made attempts upon Leyva's
own life.

,
Ihe reins of government were broiv'e, and the

fpirit pf revolt was every where excited, had Urbino and
St. Pol known how to ufe the opportunity •,

but thofe two

officers, inftead of fnatching this happy occafion for the

recovery of the Milanefe, were planning fruitlefs fchemes
to betiege Genoa.

During the winter of this year, negotiations for a peace A.D. 1529.
as ufual were carried on, but without errect. Several em- ' »

bailies between the pope and Venetians had palled coiir

eerning Cervia and Ravenna, which his holinefs ilill in-

fifled on being ceded to him
•,
but nothing was conclud-

ed before the treaty of Cambray took place towards the
end of the campaign. The war was itill prolecuted in

Naples and the Milanefe : in Calabria and the Capitanata,
the united French and Venetians bravely withflood the fu-

^erior force of the Imperialills, obflinatelv difputing every

village they loll : both fides feemed equally to divide the

fuccefs, and nothing happened liecifive. it was not fo in

the Milanefe, where Antonio de Leyva, receiving a rein-

forcement of tlnee thoufand Spaniards, preffsd the allies

with great vigour : they loft the opportunity of laying

Cege to Milan before Leyva was ftrong enough to take the

f]eld, wafting their time in marches and the fiege of un-

important places. St. Pol was full of the notion of reco-

vering Genoa, which Urbino oppofed, infifting on the

war's being continued in the Milanefe : thefe difputes be-

tween the two generals prevented the execution of any
dcfign. At lad the armies feparated, and St. Pol foou
after was defeated by Leyva, and himfelf made prifoncr.

About this time the emperor fent the cardinal Santa
Cruz to Rome, to negociate a peace among the contend-

ing parties: he began by ordering Oftia and Civita Vec-
chia to be ceded to his holinefs. AmbafTadors were like-

wife fent by France and England, with initruclions to the

famepurpofe : fcllowingtheirexample,therepublicgaveam-
ple powers to Gafpar Contareni, her refident,to treat upon
iuch terms as were confident with the honour of the flare,

and her engagements to his molt Chriflian majefty : they
fplicited the pope to become mediator in their differences,

P 3 and
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and the fenate promifed, on thefe conditions, to deliv

up Cervia and Ravenna. While the emperor and Vene-
tians were thus bribing the pope with promifes, they like-

wife prepared for the event of a fruitlefs iflue to the nego-
tiations : the duke d'Urbino was continued three years

longer in his employment ; Fregofa was appointed fuper-
intendart of the army; count Gorazzo,general of the horfe;
Antonio Caftello, captain of artillery; and Nani, prove-
ditor to the forces, which were greatly augmented. Se-
veral promotions were hkewifemade in their marine ; and a

fleet of fifty gallies equipped, with every, thing ready to

put to fea. The fum of twelve thoufand ducats was lent

to the French king, and three thoufand to Francis Sforza,
to enable them to fend their quotas into the field, if the

negociations fhould prove abortive. Thus, after the war
had already cod the republic above five millions of gold,
did (he not only furniih her own proportion, but fupply
her allies with money to carry their engagements into exe-

tion *.

As to the campaign in Naples ; count Guaft, with fix

thoufand Germans and Spaniards, laidfiege to Monopoli,
a town garrifoned by Venetians, and commanded by An-
drea Gritti and Vitturi the proveditors. After having
battered it for fome time, and effected a breach, the count

gave the aflault, maintained it with vigour, but in the

end was repulfed with the lofs of four hundred men ; this

defeat, with fome reinforcements which Rence de Cere
threw into the garrifon, obliged him to raife the fiege.
After the repulfe of the enemy at Monopoli, the Vene-
tian fleet coming before Brundufium, foon obliged it to

capitulate.
Antonio de Leyva having defeated St. Pol in the Mi-

lanese, propofed pufning his conquefts to the Bergamafco,
Cremafco, and Brefcian ; but in this fcherne he was op-

pofed by the Venetian army, which marched with great

expedition to CafTan. The duke d'Urbino's light horfe

greatly annoyed the enemy, cut off their forage and pro-
vifion, and reduced de Leyva to great difficulties. A de-

tachment of imperialifts crofling the Adda to fcour the

Brefcian, and levy contributions, fell into an ambufcade
laid by the Venetian general, and was cutoff. The two'

camps being pitched within a fmall diftance of each other,

daily fkfrmifhes paft, both fides ufing all means to procure
fome advantage of fituation, by which to draw the enemy
to a battle upon unequal terms. Gorazzo, at length,

x Guicc. lib. xix. Barre, torn, viii. p. a,

without

ver
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without intending it, brought on a general engagement,
which terminated to the advantage of the Venetians, the

enemy having been repulied with the lofs of fifteen hun-
dred men, a victory upon which Urbino greatly piqued
himfelf, it being almoft the only advantage he had gained

during the whole war y.

All this while the pope, under the mafk of common
mediator, was attentive to his own interefl only : his aim
was not only to re-eftablifh his family in Florence, but to

render himfelf mafter of Perufia and Ferrara, and to re-

cover Cervia and Ravenna, of which he had been deprived

by the Venetians. At laft a treaty with his holinefs was

figned, in which, among other articles, in was ftipulated,
that Charles (hould put him in pofTeffion of Cervia, Ra-

venna, Modena, Re^gio, and Rubienza. In the month
of Augull another treaty was concluded at Cambray, by
Margaret of Auftria and Louifa of Savoy, in the names
of the emperor and of Francis I. This pacification was
matter of great difcontent to the fenate of Venice : they
not only relented Francis's having figned it without their

confent, but fail more, his renouncing the duchy of Mi-
lan without any ccflion in favour of Francis Sforza, and
his engaging to reftore the towns belonging to the repub-
lic in Naples, to the emperor. To fatisfy the fenate, ex-

cufe the treaty, and procure reftitution of the Neapolitan
cities, he fent an ambafiador to Venice, which now re-

mained without an ally to oppofe the power of the empe-
ror in Italy : Francis was, indeed, ufing all his influence

with the emperor and the fenate to bring them to a re-

conciliation ; but the Venetians were fo unwilling to fee

the imperial authority eftablifhed in Italy, and Charles fo

determined upon that point, that little progrefs was made"
in the mediation. The affair was canvafled for feveral

days in the fenate, fome alleging the neceffity of coming
to terms, others advifmg the continuance of the war, un-
lefs the emperor fhould give more evident figns of his fe-

rious intentions ; they enumerated the difadvantages un-
der which Charles muft engage to carry on another cam-

paign : the Turks had taken Buda ; fchifms were rifen in

the church, which threatened a civil war in Germany; his

troops were mutinous for want of pay •,
their towns were

all ftrongly fortified, well garrifoned, and able to fpin the

war to great length before they could be reduced. Thefe,
and other reafons, induced the fenate to refolve keeping

f Paruta, lib. ix.

P 4 their;
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their army on foot, until fuch terms fhould be offered as

they could accept confidently with the fafety and honour

of the ftate*.

A.D. 1530. At length, upon the emperor's arrival in Italy, matters
* were finally adjufted, to the great fatisfaction and joy of

the republic and of Francis Sforza, who was reinftatpd in

his duchy, on promife of paying a certain fum of money
to the emperor. Ambaffadors were afterwards lent to Bo-

logna, to compliment his imperial majelty upon this ge-
neral tranquillity he had fo gracioufly reftored. Charles

made the ambafiadors fome valuable preients, which, on

their return, were laid up in the treafury ; all fuch gifts

being efteemed the property of the public, and not of the

individual cri whom they were beftowed. Thefe marks of

efteem the fenatefoon returned, by ordering the imperial

army to have free quarters while it palled through the Ve-

*TheVene-
netian dominions. The governors of the cities kept open

tians enter- table for the officers, and the emperor's own table was
tam the fupplied with the richeft wines, and mod expenfive deli-

emperor. cacies, at the charge of the republic.
Charles being at this time earneftly folicited by the Pro-

teftants to call a general council, he referred the matter to

Clement. His holinefs, apprehending dangerous confe-

quences from a free ailcmbly, advifed the emperor to cha-

ftife them by the fecular power: he likewife endeavoured

to draw the Venetians into this opinion, and to afliit the

emperor in that attempt ; but the anfwer of the fenate

was agreeable to the reputation they had acquired for mo-
deration, wifdom, and juilice. They repreiented to his

holinefs the fcandal it would bring upon the church to op-

pofe arguments by arms ; that it ill became the profeflbrs
of reafon and truth to avoid the trial, and a candid difcuf-

fion of points, wherein reafon and fcripture only could be

judges ; that to perfecute fchifmatics was the fureit method
to propagate their errors, fince wrhere force was ufed, the

people generally concluded juftice was wanting; that as

to the princes of Italy, and thernfelves in particular, a

long war had fo exhauited them, that nothing lefs

than felf-defence, and the protection of Chriftianity,
could induce them to undertake another ; that the free

cities of the empire were refolute in denying the emperor
fupplies, unlefs he convoked a council

-,
and that his im-

perial majeiiy, by his own ftrength, was very unable to

levy forces adequate to the enierprize
a
.

*
Paruta, lib. vii. » Guicc. et Paruta, ibid.
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The pope clearly perceived the force of this reafoning :

his fecular views rendered moderation in fpiritual matters

neceffary, and though he was head of the church, yet
could he, in favour of a temporal point, relax from that

feverity which his predecetfbrs thought the duty of the re-

prefentatives of Chrilt.

Another circumftance contributed to fix the fenate in

the refolution to engage in no quarrels on the continent.

Solyman's power, by his conquefts in Hungary, and other

parts of Europe and Afra, were become extremely formi-

dable to the Venetians and many other Chriftian ftates.

Some late changes in the Othoman government had proved
hurtful to the commerce of the republic, and threatened a

ftorm which might difturb the prefent tranquillity. To A.D.1531.

guard againft every event, the Venetians refolved upon
——

fitting out a (Irong fleet, to fupport the expences of which

they folicited the pope for a remiilion of the tenths levied

upon the clergy within their dominions
•,
but he refufed

them, and the fenate was forced to have recourfe to an-
other expedient.
The war between the Turks and Hungarians had been

carried on for above a. year, and now the emperor Charles
declared againfh Solyman. His holinefs fent a nuncio to

Venice to engage the republic in an alliance to refill the

Turk; but the Venetians, though they purfued their pre-

parations, did not care to form leagues which might entail

upon them the fupport of a hazardous war, at lea ft the

grcateft burthen of the expence j their anfwer, therefore,
was general to his holinefs.

In the mean time Charles V. raifed a prodigious army, The empe-
with which he encamped before Vienna, there to wait So- rorspre-

lyman's arrival. Doria likewife conducted a numerous Paratl0hS

fleet to oppoie fmeral, the Turkifh admiral, while Capello ^L^Jar
commanded -a fleet of near fixty Venetian gallies, with which nvithSoly-
he lay off Corfu. Doria formed a project of obliging the man,

Venetians to join in the war, by raifing the fufpicions of
the Turkifh admiral that the fleets were united; but Ca-

pello fruftrated this intention by a vifit he made Imeral

during his flay at Prevofa. The years 1531 and 1532
pa-ffed without the emperor's coming to blows with the

grand feignor ; Charles, therefore, pafTed in the begin-
ning of the year 1 533 into Italy, where he was met by
the ambaffadors of all the Italian princes and ftates. His

defign was to renew a treaty with them for the defence of

Italy ; into which all his arc could not draw the Venetians,
who
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who were apprehcnfivc of difobliging Solyman, England,
or France b

.

When the league was publifhed, it appeared that the

Venetians were included, though without any authority
on their fide

•, a circumftance that gave umbrage to Soly-
man, until the matter was cleared up to his fatisfaction.

Peace was die great object of the fenate's views, if it could

be obtained with honour and fafety. A long and ruinous

war had greatly reduced the affluence of this rich com-

monwealth; the difcoveries of the Portuguefe and Spa-
niards, bad leflened the extent of the Venetian traffick ;

but did not wholly ruin it. They (till kept pofleflion of

the valuable trade of the Levant, Syria, and the coafts of

Africa and Egypt. The three laft years of peace had

greatly recovered the exhautted finances of the ftate ; but

this circumftance, inftead of encouraging the Venetians

to enter upon new meafures for a war, more ftrongly

prompted them to endeavour preserving pofleflion of the

bleflings they began to enjoy.

However, their pacific determinations did not prevent
the fenate's being involved in another affair, which, with

an untoward beginning, had a fortunate iflue. While.

Jeronimo Canalis, the proveditor, was convoying, ^with,

twelve gal lies, a fleet of merchants bound for Syria and

Alexandria, a Turkifh fquadron was defcried at fome di-

stance giving chace, with a bloody flag at the top-malt-
head. Canalis was greatly inferior in ftrength, yet de-

termined to fight it to the laft : he found means to gain
\ the windward of the enemy, and attack them to great ad-

vantage. The battle was extremely obftinate, the gallies

of Canalis and the Turkifh bafhaw having frequently
boarded each other. In the end, the fuperior hull of Ca-:

nalis prevailed over numbers ; the baihaw was made pri-

foner, four Turkifti gallies were funk, and three taken %
All the Venetian fleet and inhabitants of Candia rejoiced
at this victory, and extolled the conduct and valour of

Canalis ; but the tranfaction excited other fentiments in

the fenate, who apprehended the confequences. The ad-

miral's courage dclerved the higheft encomiums ; circum*

ftances would admit of no other conduct: confiftently with

the fecurity of the fleet ; yet a war with Solyman was
what the fenate of all things the leaft defired. It was not

doubted, as all the Venetian merchantmen were detained

h Paruta, lib. vii. Baron, fub. ann. 1531.
' c Maurocen,

lib. iv. Paruta, ibid.
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in the Turkifh ports, but Solyman intended to revenge
this affront ; to divert him from which defign the fenate

fent a folemn embaffy to Conftantinople, to apologife for

the late unfortunate tranfa&ion, and offer to punifh Ca-

nalis if required. But here the generofity of the infidel

flood Canalis in more ftead than the gratitude of his own
countrymen. Solyman was angry at the lad propofal,
and rejected it with difdain, faying, that the conduct of

the Venetian admiral deferved the higher! reward ; and
that it was pity he did not ferve a flate able to pay a juft

regard to his merit. He then fet the Venetian (hips at

liberty, in honour, he faid, to Canalis, rather than regard
to the embaffy : a greatnefs of mind which filled the re-

public with equal (name and aftoniihment (A).

All this while war was carried on by fea between So-

lyman and the emperor Charles V. Doria, the emperor's
admiral, had taken Moron, Patras, and other places in

the Morea, during the preceding year, which were all re-

taken this year by the famous Barbaroffa, now appointed
admiral of all the Turkifli navy After this tranfaclion A.D. 1534..

Barbaroffa fleered to Italy, wafted and deftroyed the coaft <

of Calabria; thence failing to the coaft of Africa, he
took Tunis, and returned triumphant to Conftantinople.
The Venetian republic paffed this year in the fame

tranquillity it had enjoyed during the preceding, unlefs

we except a fkirmifh which happened in the gulf of Ve-
nice with Filippo Mazzo, a knight of Malta, who lived

by piracy. Mazzo was taken by the Venetian admiral,
beheaded on the poop of his own {hip, and the TurkiOi
flaves on board were fet at liberty ; an action extremely

grateful to Solyman, but difpleafing to Charles V. under
whole protection the knights of Malta had been for fome

years ; but when matters were properly reprefented to the

emperor he was appeafed
d

.

In the mean time Clement VII. refignedhis laft breath,
after a life of unfuccefsful ambition ; and was fucceeded

"Parut. lib. viii Baron, fub. ann. 1534. Maurocen. lib. v.

(A) Canalis died this-year, the fervices he had done, de-

foon after thofe marks of ho- creed that his fon mould, dur-
nour were conferred on him ing his life, enjoy the revenues

by theOthoman emperor; and of the ifle of Corfu (1).
the fenate, in recompence of

in
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in the pontificate by Alexander Farnefe, by the name of
Paul III. On Lis acceifion the fenate fent an embaffy of

eight fenators with compliments of congratulation, and
wifhes that the fame

fpirit
of juflice and moderation which

had governed his actions for the fpace of
fifty years, might

ftill continue to direct his councils: but Paul, with his

new dignity, had aiTumcd a fpirit more agreeable to

the difpofition of his predecefibrs. Guido Ubaldo, fon

to Francifco Maria, duke d'Urbino, having married Juiia,
the only child of John Varan, duke of Camerino, ought,
in right of his wife, to have fucceeded to that duchy after

the death of his father-in-law ; nor was it doubted but he
would without oppofnion, when very unexpectedly Paul
III. declared the duchy a fief of the church, to which
Ubaldo could have no pretentions. This declaration he
maintained by the powerful argument of arms, a ftep that

greatly incenfed the Venetians, who had taken Urbino
under their protection, and foon made them alter their

fentiments of the moderate and pacific difpofition of his

holinefs. Not caring, however, to engage in a difpute
with him, the fenate applied to the emperor, who found
means to perfuade the pope to depart from the rigour of

his pretentions. "What moft of all wrought upon him,
was a proportion made by the Venetians, of giving his

ion Pietro Lodovico a handfome equivalent in Romagna
for the furrender of Cervia and Ravenna to the republic.

A.D. 1535.
His holinefs lent a willing ear to whatever tended to exalt

and eftablifh his family : he began, therefore, to recede

from his claim on the duchy of Camerino, being willing
to gain the Venetians, the natural protectors of his fon,
fhould he be eftabliihed in Romagna.

While the pope and Venetians were engaged in nego-
ciations of this nature, the emperor was railing a power-
ful army, and equipping a numerous fleet, to the great
terror of the Italian ftates, who were ignorant of his de-

figns. -At halt it was known that this armament was def*

tined for Africa, and again ft Solyman. The French resi-

dent at Conftantinople had ufed ciandeftine means and un-

juftifiable intrigues to prejudice Solyman againft the Ve-

netians, though with what view we are at a lofs to con-

Theh- jethire : he whifpered about the city, that Charles was
trigues 0} excited to this expedition by the perfuafions and promifes
the trench

f t jie ^public, than which nothing could be lefs true, at
refiJeni at , r

r
.

7
, , - 1 >i t c

tki Porte.
™ e *ame time that he preierved all the appearances or

friendship for the Venetian refident. However, Solyman
was too generous to form his judgment upon fecret infi-

nuations \
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nuations
-,
he therefore put the queftion to the refident,

who fully fatisfied him of the falfity of the allegation and

fidelity of the republic : he even lent an ambaifador ex-

tlinary to Venice, with teftimonies of his regard ; and
to allure the fenate, that no indirect practices whatever
mould aher his fentiments of friendfhip for their republic.
Thus flood affairs during the year 1535, when Charles,

having finifhed his expedition by taking Tunis, Goletta,
and other places, returned to Naples, there to pafs the en-

fuing winter e
.

While the emperor was carrying on the war againii the A. D. 1535,
infidels in Africa, Francis Sforza, duke of Milan, died *

without ilTue ; an event which it was univerfaily believed

would interrupt the repofe of Italy. The republic was

unwilling that the Milanefe mould be annexed to the do-
minions of the houfe of Auftria, whofe neighbourhood
they apprehended on many accounts, and yet to folicit

Charles the Fifth to confer the duchy upon fome private

perfon, was a very delicate meafure : but the French mo-
narch, renewing his claim to this duchy, eafed the fenate

of their embarraiTment, and paved the way for a treaty
with the emperor for the fecurity of Italy. This treaty-
was fcarcely concluded, when Beauvoix, one of the gen-
tlemen of the bed-chamber to Francis, came to Venice to

acquaint the fenate of his mailers intentions, and to fo-

licit the aid and alliance of the republic. Giving any en-

couragement to this propofition would have been an in-

fraction of the treaty with Charles ; the fenate, therefore,
contented itfelf with anfvvering his majefty in general
terms, teilifying their refpect for his perfon, and defire of

preferving the public tranquillity. Francis, however, per-
fevered in his refolution of fending an army into

Italy, and
for this purpofe demanded a paffage of the duke of Savoy,
which was denied : this refufal augmented his majeily's

difpleafure againft the duke, and kindled thofe fparks of

refentment, which had for fome time been fmothered in

political reafons, into an open flame. A variety of cir-

cumftances now contributed to oblige Francis to declare

his fentiments of the duke : he had furniflied the duke of
Bourbon with money; he had congratulated the emperor
on Francis's imprifonment ; he had conducted intrigues
for drawing off the Swifs from their engagements with
France ; befides making the purchafe of Alt, the duke re-

fufed ro lend Nice for holding an interview between the

e
Barre, Hift. All. torn. viii. p. *.

king
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king and pope Clement ;
his majefty's claim to the dowry

of Louifa of Savoy, his mother ; with a number of other

particulars, all contributed to bring matters to a crifis.

The duke, knowing the refentment of the French mo-

narch, folicited the emperor's afliftance in oppofing fo

powerful a prince. Intelligence of this negotiation coming
to the ears of Francis, made him haften his preparations \

accordingly he invaded Piedmont with a numerous army :

he foon made himfclf mafter of Turin, Pignerol, and Foffan.

The city Vercelli was near falling into his hands, had not

Antonio de Leyva, with the imperial army, marched op-

portunely to its relief f
. Thus a war was again lighted up

in Italy, which Paul III. took every meafure to extin-

guifh. The great difficulty was to find a medium of agree-
ment between the pretenfions of Charles and Francis to

the duchy of Milan ; for as to the war with Savoy, that

was only a neceffary ftep towards the entrance of the

French army into the Milanefe : however, negociations
for this purpofe were fet on foot, but they proved ineffec-

tual. The emperor was defirous of giving the Milanefe to

the duke d'Angoulefme, and Francis was no lefs defirous

that it mould be con'crred on the duke of Orleans : fo vio-

lent was the emperor, that he offered to reft the decifion

on the iffue of a fingle combat'between himfelf and the

French king.
While the emperor was planning meafures for checking

the progrefs of the French conquefts, Francis, with the

afliftance of fome Italian princes, who had declared in his

favour, formed an enterprize againft Genoa, to reduce it

under his power : this obliged the Imperial army to with-

draw from Provence, for the protection of the emperor's
dominions in Italy. Roderigo d'Avalo, the imperial am-

baffador, arrived in Venice to acquaint the fenate with the

emperor's refolution to invade France, and to requeft their

amftance. In confequence of this requisition, fix thou-

fand foot were raifed, under the conduct of Antonio de

Caflello. The ambaffador had affurances given him of the

refpect the republic fliould always preferve for his imperial

majefty ; and of the fenate *s refolution to protect the Mi-
lanefe againft all enemies whatever. A farther augmenta-
tion of the troops was likewife made, and the rendezvous

appointed for affembling the army at Azola, with orders

they fliould be ready to march on an hour's notice ; yet,
with all thefe preparations, fo nicely did the fenate ba-

I

f
Parut, ibid, etiam Baron, fub an. 1536,
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lance between the rival powers, that neither fide was
difiatisfied with their, conduct : the emperor efteemed

them his allies, and Francis could not look upon them
as enemies, as they had taken no meafures againfl his in-

tereft s.

In this fituation flood affairs, when a truce for three

months was agreed upon between the emperor and Fran-

cis. Notice of this was fent to the fenate by the former,

together with the conditions preliminary to a general pa-

cification, importing, that Francis mould declare, be-

fore the expiration of that time, whether he would accept
of the Milanefe for the duke d'Angoulefme, and' marry
him to the widow of Sforza ? If within this period he

came to no refolution, in that cafe the emperor fhould

have power to bellow the duchy on the infant 01 Portugal,
or on Emanuel, fon to the duke of Savoy. He requelled
to know the fenate's fentiments upon this fubjecT ; and
infilled upon the necefhry of forming a league among the

Italian princes for the fecurity of Italy, and giving weight
to the negotiations. The fenate made anfwer, that as to

the Milanefe they could determine nothing, until they
were acquainted more particularly with his imperial ma-

jefty's intentions : that when he fhould direftly nominate

a fucceffor, they would then take their meafures. As to

the league, they thought it more necefiary to oppofe the

growing power of the Othoman empire than that of any
Chriftian potentate. The fenate then acquainted the

pope with this anfwer to the emperor's embaffy : they

gave his holinefs the ftrongeft affurances of the pacific dif-

pofition of the republic, whofe chief defire it was to pre-
serve the tranquillity of Italy. They ufed their influence

to induce him to mediate a peace, which requeft at length
he complied with, by fending ambaffadors to the courts of

the emperor and of Francis. But his endeavours were

fruitlefs, both fides being at that time implacable in their

refentment h
.

During this interval, Francis left no ilone unturned to

draw the Venetians off from their attachment to the em-

peror, or rather from their neutrality. After feveral in-

direct attempts, at lail he fent a plenipotentiary with full

powers to engage them in his alliance upon their own
terms. The fairefl promifes were made to the fenate, and
the mofl engaging profpe£ls laid before them ; but nothing

g Parut. lib. ix. Maurocen. lib. v. ^ Ibid etiam. Baron,
ibid.

could
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could prevail on them to break their engagements wifri

the emperor, or difturb the repofe of Italy. Francis, fail-

ing in this point, had recourfe to the Porte. He thought
that by engaging Solyman to fend an army into Puglia, he

would at leait draw off the Venetian forces from the Mi-

lanefe, and thus open a way for his own army into the

duchy. Although at that time he had a refident at Con-

ftantinople, yet he now difpatched an ambafTador extraor-

dinary to Solyman. This mindter began his operations by

reprefentingtotheOthoman court the growing greatnefs of

the emperor ; the danger there was of his acquiring uni-

verfal monarchy \ the neceffity of combining againft him
for their mutual defence ; the facility with which the

Turkifti army might pafs into Italy by fea ; and the advan-

tages that would refult to that empire from fuch a mea-
fure. The picture was artfully drawn

•,
whatever tended

to increafe the difficulty of the enterprize was thrown into

fhade, while the beauties of the profpecT, and every other

inducement, were placed in the moil confpicuous point
of view. The grand vizier entered heartily into the views

of the French king : he laid the fcheme before Solyman,
with fuch other blandifhments, as foon induced that ambi-

tious monarch to embrace propofals fo agreeable to his na-

tural third of empire and glory.

Solyman, thinking it necefTary to engage the Vene-
tians in his intereffc, if poffibie, fent for that purpofe an

ambaffador to the fenate : their anfwer was, that they were

equally difpofed to cultivate his friendfhip, from a regard
to his perfonal merit and their mutual intereft : they,

however, declined declaring themfelves more explicitly ;

but although Solyman was iatisiied with this general an-

fwer, it v/as otherwife with his miniflers, who expected to

draw great advantages from a war with the republic. To
gain their ends, they began with falfe complaints of the

Venetian officers in the Turkifti dominions ; with im-

prifoning the perfons, and confifcating the effects of the

merchants of the republic, under various and frivolous

pretences. This conduct, they doubted not, would pro-
duce altercations, which might probably terminate in a

war : the Venetian trade in Syria was, befidcs, taxed with

a duty of ten per cent, the letters of their confuls to the

fenate were frequently intercepted ; and two of the re-

public's (hips were feized in a hoftile manner in the ifland

of Rhodes, and port of Alexandria. Thefe were, indeed,

moft impolitic meafures \ for, however, a war with the

republic might tend to the emolument of individuals,

co iaid
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could not but be prejudicial to the Othoman empire, and

to the defigns of Solyman. It was, in fact:, compelling a

itrong maritime power to unite itfelf clofely with the em-

peror of Germany, and putting him upon a footing with

the Porte in the only particular wherein he was inferior.

On this confederation, the fenate doubted not but Solyman
would difclaim, and redrefs the injuries done to their fub-

je&s without his confent or knowlege. Tomazo Moce-

nigo was accordingly difpatched to Conflantinople, to re-

prefent the grievances of the republic to the Othoman mi-

niftry, and to the grand feignor in perfon, if fatisfaclioil

could not be obtained otherwife. Mocenigo applied di-

rectly to the emperor, and obtained the molt favourable

anfwer he could defire. Solyman exprefied his refent- Hisan/iver

ment and concern for the injuries the Venetian fubjetts
*

fJ*~

had fuftained ; he apologized for them, by profefling his mo„ftrance,

ignorance, and promifed they (hould be immediately re-

drefled to the utmoft of his power. At the fame time that

this declaration was perfectly confiftent with the juftice
and generofity of Solyman, it was alfo adapted to his cir-

cumitances
*,

for a rumour prevailed, that the fophi of Per-

fia was again preparing to enter the field with a numerous

army, which obliged the Othoman to be cautious how he

drew upon himfelf the refentment of fo powerful a ftate as

Venice K

However, as the preparations by fea and land continued

with vigour through the Turkifh empire, the fenate re-

folved to guard againft a ftorm, the deftination of which
was uncertain. The garrifons were reinforced by a new

levy of eight thoufand foot ; all the old gallies put in com-

miflion, and orders iflued for building fifty more with all

poflible difpatch. An embargo was laid upon all the (hip-

ping in the ports, in order to man the fleet, and fecure

tranfports, if occafion (hould require. Girolamo PelTari

was made captain-general of the fleet, agreeable to the

ufual method of chufing by lot in the council of the pre-

gadi. In this office he was confirmed by the great council,

as there was not in the republic a perfon more (killed in

maritime affairs, or of greater experience
k
.

But however vigorous the meafures of the fenate might

appear, there (till was a deficiency which could not be re-

medied but by the oppreflion of the people. The trea-

fury was low, and now an entire (lop would be put to

commerce, that perpetual fource of wealth to the Vene-

Faruta, ibid. k Maurocen. lib. v. Baron. Ann. ibid.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. Q^ tian



225 The Hijlory of Fenice.

tian (late: to obviate in fome meafurethis evil, three pro-
curators of St. Mark's church were made, each of whom
furnifhed the government with twelve thoufand ducats :

then the fenate applied to the pope for leave to levy two
hundred thoufand ducats upon the clergy. His holinefs

fhuffled about this requeft, fometimes alleging their po-

verty, at other times pretending to give no credit to Soly-
raan's intention to attack Italy. In this fituation the fenate

was forced to commit to Providence the care of thofe nu-
merous forces they were raifing, determining, in cafe of

neceflity, to lay another tax upon the people in the man-
ner in which it would be moll tolerable.

Nor was the emperor Charles without apprehenfions of

the Turkifti preparations : he ordered his gallies to be in

readinefs in all the ports of Sicily and Naples, the care of
which he committed to Andrew Doria, a Genoefe ; but

that republic detained Doria and the fquadron under his

command for the defence of the city, in cafe of a vifit

from the French king.

During thefe preparations Solyman began his march to-

wards Albania, at the head of a powerful army, while

his fleet, amounting to three hundred fail, under Lufi,

ba(haw, failed from the ftreights of Galhpolis. The ba-
ihaw arrived at Modon before the republic came to a refo-

tion : various were the opinions of the fenate ; fome
were for embracing a neutrality, others for joining the

emperor, and the reft were for waiting until the Turkifh
Ueet mould, by fome motion, declare its deflination. At
laft it was refolved to leave the whole to the conduct of

PeiTari, and appoint Giovanni Vitturi his lieutenant.

Francis, having notice of the embarraflment of the fenate,

thought this a fit opportunity to turn the fcale in his own
-The French favour. With this view he fent an ambafTador to Venice,
king's pro- w j th propofals extremely advantageous to the republic.

^Instans
**e offere<1 to reftore fter former porTeflions in the Cre-
monefe and Ghiaradadda ; to reduce to her obedience the

cities of Ravenna and Cervia, which the had been forced

to relinquifh by the late treaty, together with the terri-

tories of Apulia, Otranto, Brundufium, Monopoli, Po-

lignan, and Trani. After various debates a general re-

ply was made to the ambafTador's propofals ; upon which
Antonio Cornaro, a perfon of great influence and autho-

rity, reproached the fenate for balancing a minute be-

tween intereft and the duties of folemn treaties. He told

the French ambafiador, that it had always been the prac-
tice of the republic never to defert their allies j that they

were
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were now under engagements to the emperor ; that it

would be bafe to renounce them ; that the noble fpirit of

Francis himfelf would defpife the meannefs of allies he
could neither truil nor eiteem '. The vehemence with
which Cornaro uttered this fpeech, drew many to his opi-
nion. It foon became more general, and at lafl was pafi-
ed as the unanimous anfwer of the fenate.

All this while the deftination of the Turkifh fleet was

perfectly myfterious, as well as the conduct of the ba-
fhaw. In palling the channel of Corfu he faluted the

cattle in a friendly and refpectful manner : he ordered the

authors of fome depredations committed on the Venetian

traders, to be hanged up at the yard-arm ; and obferved
a conduct fo ambiguous as greatly perplexed the fenate.

Several unlucky accidents foon, however, changed the

face of affairs, and produced an open rupture. A Vene-
tian galley had funk a Turkifh fhip going with provifions
to the bafhaw's fleet, becaufe fhe refufed to pay the ufual

honours to the flag ;
four fhips ftationed in the channel

of Corfu, attacked and put to flight three Turkifh gallies
fent to convoy an ambafTador from the bafhavv to PeiTari,
to demand fatisfa&ion for the foregoing violation of the

treaty. Another caufe of the war arofe from a difpute
between a Turkifh galley and one of Contareni's, in which
the former was taken with the lofs of two hundred men.
Thefe injuries the bafhaw retaliated by others ; and at

lafl feized upon four gallies which had been feparated
from Peflari's fquadron. Other hnflilities of the fame na-

ture were interchanged, and every thing contributed to

bring about an open declaration of war ; however, the fe-

nate flill refolved to wait until they could be better in-

formed by the Venetian envoy, who attended Solyman's
perfon, and followed the army. Mean while all the fub- So'yman't

je£ts of the republic in the Turkifh dominions were im- °ffi:ers *****

prifoned ; their fhips and efFecls feized j particularly three *yJ™tLn

large gallies at Alexandria m
. Soon after the Turkiih

fubjeSi*.
fleet failed to Corfu, and attacked the citadel, at that time
commanded by Babon di Nalda, with a garrifon of two
thoufand men.
Now all hopes of peace being vanilhed, orders were

difpatched to Peffari to hazard a battle rather than the

lofs of Corfu ; but he, relying upon the firength of the

place and number of the garrifon, did not chufe to ex-

1
Paruta, ibid, ffi Maurocen. lib. vi. Baron, Ann, 1536-7.
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pofe the (late to fo great a danger as mufl attend the de-

feat of the fleet. BarbarofTa, theTurkifli admiral, having
landed twenty-five thoufand men on the ifland, after

wafting every thing with a barbarous fury, laid fiege to

the citadel. He erected a number of batteries, which the

vehement fire of the garrifon deftroyed as foon as they
were opened. The fiege being fpun out to fome length,

Solyman refolved to undertake it in perfon. He went
thither accordingly, attended by the grand vizir; but

they found the fituation fo ftrong, the befieged fo refo-

lute, and fuperior in the ufe of cannon, that they refolved

to drop the enterprize. Willing, however, to make a

merit of neceffity with the republic, he told the Vene-
tian envoy, that if the fenate would indemnify the ex-

pences of the war, he would withdraw his fleet and army
from Corfu and the dominions of the republic. The en-

voy told him, that he had no inftruclions to enter into

fuch engagements ; but that he would acquaint the fe-

nate with the propofals. But, before an anfwer could be

returned, Solyman was forced, by the fallies of the garri-

fon, to abandon the ifland. From hence he turned his

arms to the Morea; and part of the fleet was fent to in-

vert Napoli de Romagnia and Malvefia, while Barbarofla,
with the remainder, fcoured the iflands of the Archipe-

lago, of which he took feveral. But the defigns of Soly-
man againfl the cities of the Morea were fruflrated by the

prudence and ability of Vittor di Gazzoni, the Venetian

general in that quarter. This officer had taken fuch pre-
cautions to fortify and augment the garrifons, that the

Turkifh general, after opening his trenches before Na-

poli, was forced to retire, and give up all expectations of

fuccefs.

In the mean time PefTari and Vilturi were not idle ;

they divided the fleet, the former laying fiege to Scordona,
and the latter to Obruazzo. After having levied, with

this defign, a fuflicient body of forces, Peflari attacked

Scordona, which being but weakly fortified, he entered

it by affault, and put the garrifon to the fword, difmantled

the' town, and intirely razed the citadel. Vitturi was

lefs fuccefsful before Obruazzo, which had regular forti-

fications and a ftrong garrifon : he began with erecting

batteries, in which he was diflurbed by the continual fal-

lies of the enemy : however, before he had made any con-

fiderable progrefs in his approaches, he received orders

from Peflari to raife the fiege, and haflen to Corfu with

the
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the fleet, as he apprehended a fecond defcent upon that

ifland \
The winter coming on, hoftilities ceafed, and negocia-

tions for a peace fucceeded, before any decifive blow had

been ftruck. Solyman, by his grand vizir, made fome

overtures to the Venetian envoy, which he tranfmitted to

the fenate. They were fo little confident with the power,
the pride, and ambition of that monarch, that the fenate

fufpecled their fincerity ; but they received every propofal
with refpecl. As the emperor Charles and the pope
feemed defirous of uniting with the republic againft the

Turks, the fenate was the lefs folicitous to embrace the

terms offered by Solyman, until they knew the iffue of

the negotiations for a league which were now on the car-

pet. A ftrong party arofe in the fenate for peace with

the Turks : they urged the infincerity of Charles, and the

impotency of the pope ; the fecret and deep views of the

former, and the dilatory difpofition of the latter. They
fet forth the low (late of the treafury ; the ftagnation of

commerce ; the difaffeclion of Doria the imperial admiral,
whofe coldnefs had nearly occafioned the lofs of Corfu;
the inability of the people to fupport a war by additional

taxes ; the power of the enemy, and the little advantage
to be expe&ed even from a fuccefsful war, Thefe argu-
ments were oppofed by others no lefs fpecious : the oppo-
fite party infilled, that Solyman had no real intention fq

foon to end a war which he had undertaken from motives

of ambition ; that his propofals had no other view than to

break off the intended league with the emperor and the

pope, that he might then attack them fingly, and without

allies: they afferted, that delays would be of dangerous

confequence, as the emperor might, in the mean time,
conclude a peace with the Porte, and by thefe means be

rendered incapable of embracing the offers of the fenate
\

that their fo immediately accepting the overtures made by
Solyman, would be a declaration of their inability to carry
on the war ; it would betray their weaknefs, and furnifh

him with arguments for rifing in his demands : laftly, it

was urged, that as they muft at any rate fupport an army
and fleet until the tranquillity of Italy was reftored, they

might, with the fame expence, watch the motions of Sor-

lyman, and keep aloof until affairs could be eftablifhed

upon a folid bafis. After warm debates, they determined

to amufe Solyman, until the refult of their negociations

& Maurocen. l'b. vi. Paruta, lib. ix.

0^3 with
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with the emperor and pope could be certainly known,
Inftruclions were difpatched to their envoy to leave no
mt-rftis untried to penetrate, into the councils of the ferag-

lio, and, in the mean time, to give the grand vizir hopes
that the fenate would embrace any reafonable terms of

accommodation °.

Hitherto, indeed, hoftilities had been committed, but

war was not declared, and it was expected that the fword

might (till be fheathed without farther bloodfhed. It was

always the opinion of the mod prudent, that the republic

ought not to be fwayed by the liberal promifes of Charles,
to undertake a hazardous war againit the Porte, but upon
neceflity ; nor, on the other hand, fhould fhe be terrified,

by the great preparations of Solyman, into conceflions un-

worthy of the rank (he maintained. The emperor was
now foliciting the fenate to join his fleet, to refill the at-

tempts of the infidels upon Italy; and the fenate replied
in equivocal terms. To another requeft the imperial
miniiter made, that the fix thoufand troops ftipulated for

the defence of Milan, fhould march into that duchy ; they
anfwered, that it would be time enough to perform their

engagements when the Milanefe was attacked.

In the mean time all neceflTary preparations were mak-

ing for fecuring the territories of the republic againfl: in-

curfions : all the garrifons in the Morea were augment-
ed and furnifhed with ftores, ammunition, and provifion.

Twenty-five gallies were difpatched for the fecurity of Can-
dia j the towns in Dalmatia were put in a date of de-

fence ; and Corfu was not neglected. At laft, the en-

treaties, intrigues, and promifes of Charles prevailed*, the

fenate acceded to the propofed league, and a treaty of

alliance offenfive and defenfive between bis imperial ma-

jefty, the pope, and the republic was concluded. It was

ftipulated, that the emperor fhould furnifh eighty-two

gallies; the Venetians provide the fame number; and the

pope thirty-fix men of war and gallies : that his holinefs

fhould fupport one-fixth of the expences of the war, and
the reft be equally divided between the emperor and the

republic. Dona, the emperor's admiral, was made com-
mander in chief of the combined fleet. Ferdinand, king
ot the Romans, was included in the league, becaufe it

was expected he would be able to make a diverfion in

Hungary. Room was alfo left for the French king to

join in the confederacy ; and the pope was to ufe his

• Paruta, ibid.

influ-
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influence with the king ofPoland to embrace it, and join his

arms to refift the common enemy. They even went To

far as to divide their conquelts ; not doubting but they
would foon become matters of all the Turkifh dominions

in Europe. But the event mewed the prudence of that

advice which the public neglecled, not to confide too

much in the afiiftance of allies. The treaty was figned at

Rome in the month of February, 1 5 58, not one of the

articles of which were ever punctually executed by any
one of the parties, excepting the republic. Capella was
made admiral of the Venetian fleet, Grimani, patriarch of

Aquileia, a Venetian by birth, had the command of the

pope's gallies. As the pontiff was but badly provided in

ihipping, the Venetians confented to fupply his quota for a

certain fubfidy, which he carefully avoided paying That

nothing might obflrucl: the vigorous profecution of the war,
the Venetians offered their mediaton to eftablilh peace be-

tween the emperor and Francis. For this purpofe a con-

grefs met ; but, after tedious debates, broke up without

coming to any refolution. Charles failed in his engage-
ments to the fenate, almoft as foon as he had entered in-

to them : inflead of joining the confederates with a powerr
ful fleet, he turned his whole attention to the fecurity of

Milan, and refitting the attempts of Francis p .

Nor was this the only difficulty which the fenate com-
bated : in fo low a condition were their finances, that they
entertained thoughts of felling fome of their pofTeflions on
the continent. A decree was patted that all money lent

to the public, mould bear fourteen per cent, intereft : fe-

vere procefles were carried on againft the debtors of the

public, and imprifonment and confifcation of goods made
the penalties of exceeding the time appointed for pay-
ment. Three more procurators of St. Mark's were cho-

fen, who lent the public a fum of money in the fame
manner as the others had done. As for the tax on the

clergy it could never be reduced to any form : the pope
had permitted the fenate to allienate the church goods at

the rate of ten per cent, to, the amount of
a,
million of

ducats; but he afterwards required that this tax fhou!4
be levied upon the tithes for the fpace of five years : how-
ever, the fenate could never procure a brief, for refufing
which he always found fome new excufe. This fcarcity
of money greatly impeded the preparations of the repub-

p Baron, fub hoc anno. Maucrocen. lib. vi. Barre, torn. viii.

p.*.
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lie
•, yet nothing that could poflibly remove the obflruo

tion, was omitted 1.

His holinefs, obferving that things went on but flowly,
determined to exert himfelf in reconciling Charles and
Francis: the only expedient which could enable the em-

peror to perform his engagement with the league. He,
therefore, laboured to procure a perfonal interview at

Nice, where he offered to attend in perfon. The Vene-
tians concurred in this propofition, and joined their in-

Conference fluence w itn the pontiff's to get it accepted. After pre-

tk?emperor
nm inaries had been adjufted, and every thing determined

and Fran* upon for the interview, it was fuddenly declined by mu-
cis. tual defire of the parties. A private conference, how-

ever, was held at Avignon, in which nothing was con-

cluded.

The fpring being far advanced, the Turkifh fleet cover-

ed the fea, fcoured the iflands of the Archipelago a fe-

cond time, and carried terror and defolation wherever it

failed. It was reported that BarbarofTa would fleer his

courfe to Candia : this enterprize the fenate expected, and

provided againft. Giovanni Moro, the proveditor, was fent

thither in quality of governor, of whofe great ability and

experience the republic entertained a high opinion. Mo-
ro, "on his arrival, afiembled the principal inhabitants of

the ifland, whom he advifed, intreated, exhorted, and
even worked into an enthuaitic refolutioh of conquering
or dying, by an animated and pathetic oration. The le-

vies went on with fo much vigour, that in a few days an

army of twenty-five thoufand able-bodied men took the

field, ready to march wherever the fecurity of the ifland

Barbarofa ami orders frpm the governor fhould require. The Turk-
attacki

ifli fleet foon came in fight, and they were received with
an 'a'

a fhout from the whole army : this determined BarbarofTa

to alter his intention of landing near Standia, where he
forefaw he mould meet with an obftinate refiftance.

Coafling along the ifland he propofed landing the troops
Ht La Suda, where there was a good harbour and bold

more. The difembarkation was no fooner begun, than

Gritti, who commanded in La Suda, played furioufly
He h de- with all the cannon of the town upon the enemy ; a fally
jeaudby was jj^^^gg made, and the Turks were attack with fuch

oms*

"

^ury Def°re ^iey l13^ time to form themfelves, that they
were foon routed and difperfed. Numbers, who ha4

1 Paruta, lib. x.

not
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not time to gain their (hips, fled up the country, where

they fell into the hands of" the armedpeafants, bywhom they
were murdered without pity. Finding nothing could be

effected in this quarter, Barbarofla difpatched one hun-
dred gallies to make an attempt upon Sithia, a little town

upon the back of the ifiand : this the Venetians had aban-

doned, not imagining it to be tenable ; but they had
drawn a line acrofs the country to prevent the Turks from

advancing. In fhort, fo well concerted and vigorously
executed were all the meafures for the defence of Candia,
that BarbarofTa quitted the attempt, withdrew his fleet,

and failed towards the Morea r
.

At the fame time rhe Turkifh army entered Dalmatia, The T'urh

where they committed every fort of violence and barbari- enter bat-

ty. So numerous was the army, and fuch the panic they
matla-

infufed, that Camillo Urfini, governor of the province,
had thoughts of abandoning the whole country, and (hut-

ting himfelf up with fome troops in Zara ; but the fenate

fent a peremptory order to prevent a refolution no lefs in-

famous than prejudicial to the republic. A levy was
made of fifteen hundred horfe and twelve thoufand foot,

which were immediately (hipped for the protection of

Dalmatia. A number of volunteers undertook the de-

fence of the cities Zara, Sabenica, and Catarra ; and the

inhabitants of Dalmatia were permitted to fend their

wives and children to Venice, that they might oppofe and

fight the enemy without incumbrance.

Upon this occafion the doge came into the fenate, and
in a pathetic harangue, expatiated upon the prefent fitua-

tion of the republic, animating every individual to an ex-

traordinary exertion of all his faculties in the fervice of

his country
8
.

In confequence of this remonftrance, feveral funis of

money were advanced for the public ufe, the nobility and

gentry entered voluntarily into the fervice of their coun-

try, and afpiritand unanimity prevailed, which gave hap-
py prefages of a favourable iflue to the war.

In the mean time the Turkifh forces were daily pouring
into Dalmatia : their intention was to attack all the forti-

fied places at one time, by dividing their army, and thus

prevent their ailifting each other. Already Nadin, a

place of ftrength, had fallen into their aands ; the fame
fate attended Laurena : Zara and other towns were in-

verted and warmly prefled : Zemona and t intivari were

* Paruta, ibid. Maurocen. lib, vi. *
Paruta, ibid.

little
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little Iefs than conquered, being abandoned by the gnrri
fons, and defended only by the bravery of a few Sclavo

The Turks nian and Venetian volunteers. However, their refolution,
ere repay- antJ the fpeedy fupplies fent from Venice, triumphed over

'jDotmaiia
°PPofition > and obliged the Turks to abandon Dalmatia
with precipitation

1
.

But the Venetians were not contented with relieving
the bcfieged towns, and driving the infidels out of Dal-*

matia, they attacked and recovered fome of the places

polleiTed by the enemy. A vigorous plan of operations was
laid down, which, if purfued, would ibon have obliged
the haughty Solyman to fue for peace ; but the luke^

warmneis of the duke of Urbino, who was made gene.al
of the land-forces, foon convinced the mod difcerning,
that no great matters could be expected while he com-
manded.
The Venetian fleet under Capello having joined the

pope's gallies, commanded by the bifhop of Aquileia, all

men were impatient for the event of this junction. Al-

ready the combined fleet was powerful enough to ocea-

fion the retreat of BarbarofFa to Negropont ; and the em-

peror engaged his word to reinforce it with thirty gallies,
fifteen men of war, and three thoufand Spanifh infantry ;

a promife, the execution of which was much doubted.

However, contrary to the general opinion, Gonzaga ar-

rived with the gallies at Corfu, the men of war being left

behind under fome fpecious pretext. His arrival was of

little fervice, as he refufed to clofe with the propofals
made by Capello and Grimani. They had agreed to

fcour the Levant feas, and fecure the coafts from the ir-

ruptions and defcents of the infidels ; but with this fcheme

Gonzaga refufed to coincide, under pretence that it would
be for the difcredit of his imperial majefty to atttempt

any thing with a fleet too fmall to fupport the dignity of

his arms. Grimani, tired out with tedious expectation,

upon his declaration feparated from Capello, taking with

him the pope's thirty-five gallies. In his courfe he made
a bold, but unfuccefsful, attack upon the fortrefs of Pre-

vofa ; foon after, Doria, with the emperor's mips of war,

joined Capello at Corfu. An exprefs being fent to Gri-

mani, to advertife him of this junction and of their in-

tention to attack Prevofa with the united fleets, he return-

ed. The confederate fleet now amounted to one hundred
ind thirty- fix gallies, thirty armed mips, and two gal-

1 JVJaurocerr. ibid, ct Paruta.

leons \

.
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Icons ; a force, if rightly applied, fufficient to cru(h the

whole Othoman naval power. Previous to the defcent

on Prevofa, they iteerea directly to the Turkim fleet in

line of battle ; Dona, as commander in chief, leading
the van. Barbarofla, receiving intelligence of their courfe,

retired to the ftraits of Galiipoli, in order to proirad the

war, a meafure which he knew would breed divifions,

and foon ieparate the confederates. He likewife tamper-
ed with Doria, whom he foon gained by liberal prefents
and promiieb \ a feafonable advantage, as his retreat- from

Corfu had given his enemies an occalion to queftion his

conduct and his courage. To reinftate himfelf in the pub-
lic efteem, Barbarofla refolved to come to an engagement
with the confederates, and to infure fuccefs, he thought the

mod commodious method was to be on good terms with the

chief officer u
.

Upon this change of opinion, fifty gallies were dis-

patched in queft of the Christians, and were foon discovered

by the centinels in the tops of the Venetian fleet ; upon
which a fignal was made for engaging : they poured broad-

fides into the Turkim fleet fo warmly, that they were fud-

denly broke and put in confufion. The Venetians were The bafe

preparing to board them, when Doria ordered fail to be tonduS of

flackened, and thus gave the Turks an opportunity to Dort^-

efcape, when he had them at mercy. It was with diffi-

culty the Venetians obeyed the order j but imagining the

admiral had fome great (broke in view, they complied.

Finding, however, that he effected nothing for the com-
mon intereft, the whole fleet was enraged, officers and
foldiers equally reproaching the cowardice or treachery of

Doria. Capello carried his refentment fo far, that Doria Obliged to

found himfelf under the neceffity of again proceeding in attack the

order of battle againft the enemy. After he had ufed all Turkijb

the difluafive arguments in his power, perceiving they had
'

no effect, he commanded the bloody flag to be hoifted,
and advanced a fecond time, his own divifion leading the

van. Barbarofla, though he was alarmed at this conduit,

yet itill relied on Doria's engagements. Advancing there-

fore to meet the enemy, feveral motions were made for

gaining the weather-gage, which was won by the fuperior
{kill of the confederates : but a calm enfuing, both fleets

lay for fome hours within fight of each other; the Vene-
tians all the while impatient to engage. Capello ordered

his large ihips to be towed, that no time might be loft.

f Baron, fub hoc an. Parnta, lib. x. Maurocen. lib. vii.

Thefe
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Tliefc he drew up in front, to fuftain the firft (hock of the

enemy, which he knew would be violent. But Doria's

conducl rendered every precaution ufelefs : it was equally

myiterious to his own friends and to the enemy. As foon

as a gale fprung up, inftead of bearing down upon the

Turks, as was expecled, he took a long fweep, which
fome conurued into an intention of attacking their line in

flank. Capello, however, faw through the artifice ; upon
which he immediately got into a fmall frigate, and failed!

round- the fleet, exhorting them to feize the happy mo-
ment of ending the war. He took upon him to anfwer

the confequences of difobeying his fuperior : he openly
accufed him of betraying his truft, went up to Doria, and

intreated him to fall directly upon the enemy ; but all to

Dorians no purpofe. That admiral, after exchanging a few diftant

difgraceful {hot with the enemy, retired with his fquadron, making
retreat. a {igna i for the reft of the fleet to follow. His pretence

was, that the Turks were drawn up fo advantageoufly,
and fo well covered by the batteries they had thrown up
on the Ihore, that it would be impoflible to engage them
with fuccefs. The enemy, encouraged by this ihameful

conducl:, attacked the rear of the combined fleet with

fome advantage ; took feven gallies, and nine frigates,
when happily a dorm arifing, prevented the purfuit. Do-
ria ordered all the lights to be put out, and returned dif-

gracefully to Corfu, when he might with equal eafe have

brought both victory and honour. In his flight he was in-

fulted by Barbarofla himfelf, who called him in derifion

the Neptune of the fea ; a name he had once defervedly
borne on account of his fkill in maritime affairs y .

Thus ended the batde of Nicopolis, near the promon-
tory of Aclium ; from which time the naval abilities of the

Chriilians would feem to have declined. All blamed Do-

ria, fome attributing his conducl: to cowardice, fome to

jealoufy of the Venetians ; but the greater number to trea-

chery : his future conducl was confident. The fleet fail-

ing from Corfu to Caftelnuovo, a town formerly belonging
to the Venetians, Doria garrifoned it with Spanifh fol-

diers, retaining it for the ufe of the emperor ; after which

ftep he returned to Sicily, without attempting any thing
farther. Jovius fays, that Doria defpifed all the re-

proaches thrown out againft him, fatisfied that he acted

according to his orders ; thus transferring the whole

blame on the emperor, who wanted nothing more than to

w
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engage the republic in a ruinous war with the infidels.

His motives, according to that hiftorian, were to feize

upon their poffeffions on the continent, as foon as they
were reduced fo low as to be unable to fupport another

war. Sigonius fcruples not to charge the whole mifcon-

duel; upon the Venetians. Not contented with vindicat-

ing Doria, where he is unjuftly blamed, he ventures to

applaud his conduct, where, if we can at all rely on the

concurring teftimony of all the Venetian writers, it is ut-

terly indefenfible. What fets his treachery or cowardice

in the moft confpicuous view, is his refufal, upon the in-

treaty of Capello, to attack Barbaroffa, notwithftanding
he had been weakened by the lofs of half his fleet in a

ftorm x
.

Soon after the departure of Doria to Sicily, Grimani
likewife drew off the pope's gallies, under pretence of the

rigour of the feafon, and the hazard of keeping the fea

longer. Thus the Venetians were left alone to oppofe an

enemy fo greatly fuperior, which, with the difgrace at

Aclium, the infolence of Doria in putting a Spanifh gar-
rifon in a town belonging to the republic, plainly indi-

cated the hazard of continuing a war, which was more-
over intolerable on account of the expence. All thefe eir-

cumftances co-operating, the fenate was induced to think

of a peace upon fuch terms as could be procured. Certain

fecret intelligence tranfmitted to the council of ten, per-
fuaded them that Solyman was no lefs difpofed to a com-

pofition : however, without detracting from the dignity
of the ftate, they could not publicly fend an ambaflador to

make propofals. To avoid fufpicions of this kind, Lo-
renzo Gritti went to Constantinople, in order to found

the fentiments of the divan, but under pretence of fettling
the affairs of his brother, lately deceafed. Gritti entered

upon the affair with the utmoft delicacy ; firft propofing a

truce, which was rejected, and afterwards a general paci-
fication. In this his defigns were feconded by the French

refident, who had his fecret reafons for acting in the

manner he thought would be moft grateful to the repub-
lic. Solyman foon confented to a feparate peace with the

Venetians, but refufed to include the emperor, againfl
whom he was defirous of turning the whole weight of the

Othoman power. Charles, informed of Gritti's negotia-

tion, fent an ambaflador to Venice to obftruct the peace :

his views were not yet anfwered ; the republic was (till

* Pa rata, ibid.

too



238 The Hiftory of Venice.

too powerful to be made a prey : every argument was,

therefore, ufed to oblige her to continue the war. Don
Diego de Mendoza, the Spanifh minifter, complained in

the fenate of a conduct fo injurious and difrefpe£tful to his

made ,rand unfaithful to the alliance. The fenate an-

fwered him by retorting the emperor's breach of engage-
ments, the dilatory meafures of his councils, and the

treachery of his admiral : they told him, that as to the

league it wholly confuted of promifes never performed ;

that they were made the tools of the emperor's politics,

and the whole load of the war was thrown upon Venice.

Altercations of the fame nature pafled at the imperial

court, between the Venetian ambaffador and the Spanifh

miniftry
y .

In this fituation flood affairs towards the clofe of the

year 1538, when Gritti the doge died, after he had oc-

cupied that dignity with great applaufe for the fpace of fif-

teen years: he was then in his eighty-fourth year, a prince
of prudence, benevolence, and many other amiable vir-

tues ; a great promoter of the liberal arts, and of public
charities. Some noble foundations of this kind, begun
under his aufpices, are flanding monuments of his libera-

lity, piety, and tafte. Gritti had maintained the people
in the full extent of their liberties, and the republic in the

pofTeffions of all her dominions, through a period abound-

ing more, perhaps, than any other in hiftory, with dark

intrigues, deceitful friendfhips, and cruel wars. He died

in the full exertion of his mental faculties, efteemed and
lamented by all good men, as the father of his country,
the patron of merit, and the fuccour of the poor and op-

preffed
z
.

PIE TRO L AN DO, D$ge LXXYIIL

Lando. GRITTI was fuceeeded by Pietro Lando, elected after

the ufual forms : he clofely purfued the meafures of his

predeceffbr, and with equal zeal defired to put a period to

a burthenfome and pernicious war. The envoy's negoti-
ations went on but flowly at Conftantinople, the emperor
Charles having thrown many embarraifments in his way,
however ftrenuous the doge and fenate were in purfuit of

pacific meafures. This confuieration obliged the republic
to augment her flanding forces, fleet, and garrifons, find-

y Baron, anno 1538.
a
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iaghow little they were to rely upon auxiliaries and allies*

Orders were difpatched to Contareni, the proveditor, in

Candia, to equip twenty-five gallies ; levies were raifed in

the city, and four thousand artificers enrolled in the pub-
lic fervice, who mould be obliged to praclife rowing, and
make four cruifes a-year, certain privileges being decreed

to thofe who mould exceed the number of expeditions fpe-
cified. The old duke of Urbino being dead, his fon Guy
Ubaldo was created generalifiimo of the Venetian forces

on the continent* Moro, the proveditor, was appointed
to command the naval armaments of the republic, during
the abfence of Capello, at that time in Venice for the re-

covery of his health, which had been impaired in the pub-
lic fervice. Moro being foon after killed in fome popular
feditions in Candia, Thomafo Mocenigo was appointed in

his room by the fenate.

In this manner did the Venetians prepare againft the

precarious ifftte of tedious negotiations. Neither were the

Turks idle : Barbarofla could not digeft the lofs of Caftel-

nuovo, and was determined, at all events, to attempt the

recovery of a place of great importance to the Othoman
naval power. He had left a divifion of the fleet, confiding
qf thirty fail, under Dragut, his lieutenant, to block up the

Venetian fquadron in Corfu, and fcour thofe coafts : this

fervice Dragut effectually performed, laying his fcheme
fo artfully, that he drew a part of the Venetian fleet into

art ambufcade, by which he drove three gallies on more,
where they were ftaved to pieces, and took one large fhip
of war. Elated with this fuccefs, he made a defcent on

Candia, burning and wafting the coafts ; but was foon at-

tacked by the militia with fo much courage and impetu-

ofity, that, after a warm action, the 7\irks were defeat-

ed, and driven with great flaughter to their (hips *.

About this time young Gritti returned from Conftanti-

nople, where all he could obtain was a fufpenfion of hofti-

lities for three months, in order to adjuft the preliminaries
of a general pacification ; to negociate which Pietro Zeno
was fent in quality of ambaflador extraordinary to Soly-
man : during the preparations for this embafiy, Gritti

was remanded as refident, with advice of the republic's
intention to fend an ambaiTador. Zeno died foon after his

departure from Venice, and Thomafo Contareni was nomi-
nated to fucceed him ; who, on his arrival at Conftanti*

Gopte, foon obtained a prolongation of the truce. Barba-

* Maurocen. lib. vl
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roffa, however, was intent on recovering Caftelnuovoj

which, being held by a Spanifti garrifon, he thought lie

might attack it without infraction of the truce with Vc-
The Turks nice. Coming before it with above one hundred gallies,
attack and am{ a body of troops raifed by the beglerbeg of Greece, he
ta e Caf- iummonetl the governor to furrender, threatening him

with all the horrors of war if he rcfufed. The Spaniards
offered to deliver the city to the Venetians ; but this they
would not accept, faying it was now too late : had it been

given them according to the exprefs terms of the league,

they would then have known how to act, but at prefent
their acceptance would be an infraction of the truce with
Sol yman, and the means of breaking off the treaty in agi-
tation. Barbaroffa a fecond time fummoning the garrifon,
was told they would defend it to the laft extremity ; upon
which he erected batteries on fhore, and battered the

town from the fleet. The befieged, after having defended

themfelves with great refolution, were at laft reduced to

extremities : the town was almoft laid in allies, the breach

in the walls made practicable, the number of the garrifon

greatly diminifhed by iicknefs and death, and above all a

famine prevailed ; for thefe reafons they capitulated on ho-

nourable terms b
.

From hence BarbaroiTa failed to Rifano, which furren-

dered to him on the firft fummons, the governor not be-

lieving it tenable. Leaving a garrifon here, he fleered his

courfe to Catarra, where Matteo Bembo, brother to the

learned cardinal of that name, had the command of a Ve-
netian garrifon. Barbaroffa fkreened his attack upon this

place under various pretences : he knew it to be a direct:

violation of the truce now fubfifting; but he likewife knew
that his fuccefs would be extremely grateful to the Turkifh

miniftry. The firft reafon alleged in defence of this in-

fraction, was, that Catarra was a fanctuary for flaves, who
defer ted the Turkifh fervice ; the next was, that neither

Catarra, or any other town on that coaft, belonged to the

republic ; he therefore fummoned Bembo to furrender.

Bembo fent him a refolute anfwer, that nothing lefs than

the exprefs command of the doge and fenate would oblige
him to abandon a town entrufted to his charge ; and that

he would continue to defend it againft all the power of

Solyman, while one (tone ftood upon another. Without

making any reply, Barbaroffa ordered the van of his fleet

to advance and batter the walls. By fome mifconduct of

b
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the admiral they were brought fonear, that, having been

expofed' for half an hour to a hot fire from the town, they
were wholly (nattered, broken, and obliged to retire in

the utmoit confufion and diitrefs. Next day the reft of

die fleet advanced, having detached a few (hips to cover

the landing of the troops at fome diftance from the town.
Bembo plied his artillery fo warmly, that the Turkilh ge-
neral was repulfed with lofs : nor did the land forces fare

better ; the garrifon, having made a brifk fally before

they had. time to draw up, routed them with prodigious

{laughter, returning triumphant to the town, with a num-
ber of prifoners, ftandards, kettle drums, and other tro-

phies. BarbarofTa, having reconnoitred the town from
the land-fide, and obferved the fpirit of the garrifon,

thought it advifable to reimbark the troops, and retire c
.

The truce being near expired, the Venetian ambafTador

demanded an audience of the grand feignor. He repre-
fented to him ike little profpecl: there was of advantage to

either fide in continuing the war : he defired a prolonga-
tion of the truce, or a peace ; telling Solyman, that not

the terror of his power, but the admiration of his virtues,

made the republic fo defirous of entering into his friend-

fhip. Solyman was paflive during this difcourfe, and

making no reply, referred Contareni to the grand vizir.

His firfl: propofition to .the minifter was, that all places
taken during the war fliould be mutually reftored ; but the

vizir anfwered, that fo far from reftoring the towns he
had taken, Solyman would hearken to no conditions un-

lefs Napoli and Malvefia were furrendered ; he even

doubted whether he would not infift on all the towns pof-
fefled by the republic on the Greek coaft as far as Caftel-

nuovo; and alfo on being reimburfed the expences of the

war. To this declaration Contareni replied, that he was
but the fervant of the (late, and had no in.ftruclions on
that head; but he was pretty certain the republic would
never fubmit to terms fo ignominious ; that, for his own
part, as far as his influence would extend, he would ar-

dently oppofe fuch a conceffion ; and that whatever value

he put upon the friendfiiip of Solyman, he would never

confent to purchafe it with the price of his country's ho-

nour*3

.

Contareni returned to Venice, and laboured all in his

power to prevent the furrender of Napoli and Malvefia ;

but the council of ten, perceiving that their affairs were

c .Maurocen. lib. iy. &
Paruta, lib. x.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. R betrayed
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betrayed to the French king and the emperor ; that the

people murmured under the burthen of the war ; and that

if it was continued, they mud fupport it without any ex-

pectation from their allies, refolved to accept the condi-

tions propofed. Both the imperial and French ambarTa-

dors were indefatigable in their endeavours to form a party
in the republic, to oppofe the pacific meafures ; but all

their endeavours proved fruitlefs. The fenate was deter-

mined, and in this refolution they were confirmed by the

opinion of fome of the moft prudent perfonages, and the

doge himfelf : the great obftacle was the ftrong attach-

ment of the inhabitants of thofe two cities (Napoli and

Malvefia) to the republic, and their averfion to the Turk-

ifh government. They requefted, in the moll: pathetic

terms, that they might not be facrificed to a cruel enemy ;

that they might be permitted to defend their liberties j a

fervice which they were in hopes the juflice of their caufe,

and their own zeal, would enable them to perform, with-

out expence or trouble to the republic. The fenate was

moved with their remonftrance ; and fending Mocenigo
the general to them, promifed that all thofe who were de-

firous of continuing under the government of Venice,
fhould have a provifion equal to their prefent circum-

fiances. "With this promife they were quieted, and with-

out farther objections permitted the peace to be concluded.

At laft, towards the clofe of the year 1540, it was figned
at Conftantinople, to remain firm and valid for the fpace
of thirty years. Napoli and Malvefia were furrendered to

the Turks, the greater part of the inhabitants removing
into other towns of the republic. The fleets of the fenate

were laid up, and their armies difbanded, except the

ufual (landing forces, and the (hipping necefTary to pro-
tect commerce c

.

e
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SECT. VIII.

Containing the pacific Meafures of the Senate fubfequent
to the Treaty with Solyman ; Death of the Doge \

Difturbances in Italy ; Death of the new Doge ;

Refignation of Charles the Fifth ; Death of Doge
Venieri ; a dreadful Plague in Venice ; a frejh
IVar with the Grand Seignor ; the Invafion of Cy-

prus ; and other Particulars.

A FTER peace was concluded with Solyman, Venice

began once more to tafte the fweets and bleffings of

tranquillity, of induftry, and of commerce : her fleets

were fent in fhoals to every port of the Levant, Egypt,
and the Turkifti dominions : they even filled almoft every
harbour in Europe. The difcoveries of the Portuguese
had, without doubt, lefTened the trade of the republic,
but {till it retained the appearance of its former gran-
deur. The Venetians engrofled the whole Levant traf-

fic, as well as that of Egypt, many ports in Africa and

Afia, for as yet commerce had not univerfally changed
the old channel : but however afliduoufry the Venetians

might purfue the pacific arts, they were It 111 difturbed by
the commotions in Germany, and the perpetual rivalfliip

between the emperor and king of France. Thefe princes
had, indeed, confirmed the truce of Nice, and exchang-
ed many other teftimonies of mutual love and efteem,
which infpired hopes that they had entirely laid afide

their animofities ; but a variety of accidents foon inter-

vened to interrupt the wimed-for harmony. John, king
of Hungary, dying, left an infant fon by his wife Ifa-

bella, daughter of the king of Poland : his kingdom,
which by right belonged to his iflue male, was claimed

by Ferdinand, king of the Romans, in confequence of a

pretended agreement with the deceafed. After feizing

upon a number of towns and fortreffes in Hungary, Fer-

dinand, perceiving he was likely to meet with a formi-

dable oppofition from the queen-dowager, fent an em-

bafly to Solyman, requefting his afiiftance, and that he

might be permitted to hold Hungary upon the fame te-

nure as it was held by John ; but in this ftep he was an-

ticipated by the dowager, who had procured a folemn

deputation of the barons of the kingdom to Solyman*
R 2 and
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and that prince's promife that Hungary ihould be kept
her infant. So incenfed was the giand feignor at Ferdi-

nand's claim, that, refolving to attack him by fea and

land, he revoked the treaty with the French ambaflador,
and determined upon vigorous meafures for the protec-
tion of the young king or Hungary

a
.

Nor were the troubles in the Low Countries appeafed ;

Charles having rigoroufly punifhed the rebellion of the

Ghentois, by that meafure widened the breach between

him and France. Francis was the more encouraged in

his refentmCnt, as he forefaw that a powerful diverfion

in his favour would be made by Solyman, in Hungary
and Bohemia. Charles's refufal to comply with the terms

propofed concerning the Milanefe was another caufe of

grievance : but the greateft complaint aroie from the

murder of Rincon and Tregofa, the French ambafladors
The French going to the Porte. Thefe demanding a fafe paflage
vmbaffa- through the Venetian dominions, obtained their requeit,

but were overtaken by fome Spanifh infantry near Pavia,
and murdered. Above meafure incenfed at this treache-

rous conduct, and the emperor's equivocation concerning

peace and the reftitution of Milan, Francis difpatched
another ambaflador to Solyman, with iniiructions to call

in his way, and lay thofe grievances before the republic.
The fenate was provoked at the infult upon the laws of

nations ; but did not chufe to engage in another war :

a galley, however, was difpatched to convey the minifter

to Turkey.
Mean while, as Ferdinand's army had been lately de-

feated by the Turks, it was expected the emperor would
have marched in perfon to his relief 9 but this defign did

not coincide with his meafures. In this ftate of affairs

the fenate determined upon a neutrality : the republic

groaned under the expences of the laft war : peace had

yet produced little erFec"t in reftoring commerce, or en-

riching the people. They were aware of the confequence
to Chriftendom the lofs of Hungary would produce, but

then they faw the emperor decline interpofing : their en-

gaging for the relief of fo diftant a kingdom would only

bring themfelves into danger, without anfwering the end.

Ferdinand was too weak an ally : the princes of the em-

pire were not well afFedted to the houfe of Auftria ; they
would take no ileps which could aggrandize it. The
reaibns for Solyman's afliiting the dowager were obvious 5

a Barre, Hift. Allemagne, torn, ix, fub. ann. 154.0.
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he defired nothing Iefs than putting the crown upon the

head of the young king ; but this was a plaufible pretext
for annexing Hungary to the Othoman empire. Venice

penetrated this myiterious conduct of the different courts ;

the traced the political clue of intrigue, but determined
not to be guided by it, nor to provoke fo powerful a mo-
narch as Solyman, unlefs her own privileges were imme-

diately attacked b
.

Next year, his holinefs petitioned the fenate, that the A.D.154*.

general council might be allowed to affemble at Vincen-
——-

za, a requelt which they declined, from an apprehenfion
of giving umbrage to the Porte. Their refuial had fome
colour of reafon, on account of an accident which lately

happened, that could not fail of giving offence to Soly-
man. Two Turkilh gallies, in their way from Barbary
to Conftantinople, fell in with the Venetian proveditor ;

as they endeavoured all in their power to avoid him, they
were fufpected to be pirates, upon which he came up,

engaged, and took them, fetting all the Chriftians on
board at liberty. This a&ion the Porte, and efpecially

Barbaroffa, relented, as the gallies were his property : he

threatened revenge, but was appeafed by the fubmiffion of

the republic, and her confenting to repay the damage.
On this occafion Solyman fent an ambaffador to Venice,
who was treated with high marks of diftin&ion j and by
him the late peace was ratified and confirmed?.

In this manner flood affairs for the two following Therepub-

years : both the emperor and France laboured to engage
l
!
c

^
l

?
cUe
h
*

the republic in a war, which (he was no lefs. careful to frenchkins.
avoid. Francis fent his minifter Polin to make any terms and the

with the Venetians ; but they would accept of none to emperor.

break with the emperor : on the other hand, they were

equally inflexible to the emperor's propofals to engage
them in an alliance againft the Turks. Peace was their

aim, but in purfuing it too clofely they run the hazard
of difobliging all parties. The French king was already

highly incenfed againlt them, through the mifreprefenta-
tion of his minifters at Venice : they complained of an
infult upon their authority, in dragging away by force

certain criminals who had fought protection in their

houfes. This affair, however, was fet in a proper light

by the memorials of the fenate to Francis. Yet an acci-

dent of another nature involved the Venetians in difputes
with Ferdinand and the empire : the feizure of rV^aran

* Maurocen. lib. iv. c Peruta, lib. x.
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may be deemed the firft foundation of a future bloody-
war. Bertrand de Sacchia, a i'ubjecl of the republic,
was the author of this meafure, without powers from the

fenate. Finding himfelf too weak to keep poffeffion, he
called in the affiltance of Strozzi, a Florentine refugee,
who foon arrived with a flrong body of ibldiers, and
creeled the ftandard of France in the city. Maran be-

longed to Ferdinand, and the fenate doubted not but he
would attribute this violence offered to his dominions to

their fecret inflruclions. The emperor would of confe-

quence be offended, and yet as the French ftandard was

erected, and the city kept in his name, they were greatly
embarraffed. To reflore the city might involve them
in a quarrel with Francis, fince they were ignorant of his

fe ret motives for acling in this manner; and to remain
in iifferent fpe&ators, would as furely difoblige the em-

peror and Ferdinand : but their greateft fears arofe from
the fufpicions that Maran might be delivered to Solyman,
as Strozzi threatened to give it up to the Othoman, un-
lefs he was fpeedily relieved, for he was clofely befieged

by the imperial forces. As the diftance of this city from
Venice did not exceed twenty-five miles, they greatly
dreaded the near neighbourhood of the Turks d

.

To difengage the republic from her prefent difagree-
ble circumllances, the fenate publifhed a proclamation,

forbidding, under pain of death, any of the fubjects of

the ftate to aid, abet, or any ways aflifr, by men, mo-

men, provifions, or arms, the city of Maran. They took

into cuftody the wife and children of Sacchia, that fuch
a pledge might be a check upon his conduel. Thefe
meafures they hoped would appeafe Ferdinand : however,
that Sacchia and Strozzi might not be rendered defperate

enough to put the city into Solyman's hands, the fenate

fecretly tampered with them, promifing that all things
ihould foon be accommodated to their fatisfaction. In

the mean time the bifhop of Trent arrived at Venice, in

quality of Ferdinand's ambafTador, to folicit a fleet for

the reduction of Maran. The fenate exprelTed their

wifhes he might recover a city fo unjuftly matched from

him, but declined offering the fleet, under pretence that

matters might better be accommodated by negotiations.

Accordingly a treaty was fet on foot; but difficulties arif-

ing, it was fpun out to fo great length, that Strozzi de-

clared unlefs things were brought to a fpeedy ifiue, he

d Paruta, ibid.
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would furrender the city to the Turks. Nor was this

the only bufinefs of the congrefs which fat at Trente, for

they endeavoured to adjult certain differences between
Ferdinand and the republic of an old Handing, relative to

the cities Belgrade and Caftelnuovo, mortgaged by the

houfe of Auftria to the elector of Saxony, and by hirn

made over to the Venetians. Although the emperor
acted the part of mediator in this difpute, the congrefs
broke up without coming to an agreement, a circum*
fiance which determined both the emperor and France to

decide the affair of Maran by the fword. About five

thoufand French horfe and foot were fent to the relief

of Strozzi ; and, on the other hand, an imperial army
was forming to reinforce the befiegers. The Venetians

granted a free pafTage to the troops of both fides, by thefe

means the ftronger to evince their neutrality : they were,

however, difpleafed that a fmall fquadron, equipped at

Triefte, mould enter the harbour of Digrana, which be-

longed to the republic, and thence block up Maran.

Strozzi, who was now reduced to great difficulties,
s"Se °f

fent a mefTage to the fenate, defiring their acceptance of Maran>

the city Maran, and fpeedy compliance with his requeft,
to prevent the neceffity he mould be under of entering

upon terms with fome other (late, Francis, in recom-

mence of his fervices, had afligned him his right to the

place, with liberty to difpofe of it to the beft advantage ;

but he excepted reftoring it to Ferdinand
•,
nor would

that ftep have anfwered the purpofes of Strozzi, who
wanted a large fum of money, which Ferdinand would
neither be willing nor able to advance. Perplexed with

this propofal, the fenate at length determined to embrace

it, fearing above all things the city fhould fall into the

hands of Solyman. Two commiflioners were according*-

ly appointed to fettle the conditions with Strozzi's de-

puty
e

. Thefe were foon concluded, upon the republic's

confenting to give him thirty thoufand ducats as an equi- The Vene-

valent, AlefTandro Bendimiero was chofen proveditor of tt

f
ni^

m

the city, and fent with a body of troops to take pof-
c

r^e *"

felfion.

His mod Qhriflian majefly fent the cardinal of Ferrara

to Venice, to folicit his caufe with the fenate ; he relied

much on the addrefs of this venerable prelate, diftin-

guifhed for experience and wifdom. The cardinal was

received with thofe marks of refpect, which were due

e Maurocen. lib. iv.

E 4.
both
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both to his own character, and the quality of his em-

ployer: he artfully put the molt favourable conftructions

on the conduct and policy of Francis, while he threw a

veil over every inftance of the emperor's affection for the

republic : he had now an opportunity, and was at no lofs

for arguments, to prejudice the fenate againft the alli-

ance between England and the emperor : he recollected

every inftance afforded by hiliory, to depreciate the cha-

racters of the emperors, and difplay their animofity to

Venice, beginning with Otho, and tracing down their

politics to Charles: he enlarged on the cunning, injuf-

tice, and even impiety of engaging a Chriltian {fate in

war with fo powerful a monarch as Solyman : he even re-

minded them of the deteltable treaty in which Maximi-
lian had engaged Prance and other powers, for fharing
the fpoils of the republic ; neither did he forget the late

inftance of Doria's double conduct, which had nearly
been attended with fatal confequences

f
.

Such reprefentations as thefe could not fail of favour-

ing the views of Francis; efpecially in a fenate already

dilpofed to live upon the molt friendly terms with Soly-
man. However, all his arguments were countermined

. by others no leis artful on the fide of the emperor •, yet
the cardinal of Ferrara found means to engage the pope
and confiflory to throw in all their influence. Upon his

return to Rome, he procured Cavalcanti, who was ba-

nifhed Florence, to be fent to acquaint the fenate of the

pontiff's partiality in favour of the French monarch. Ca-
valcanti was a man of letters, an orator, polite, affable,

and converfant in bufmefs. His eloquence was irrefifti-

b!y engaging, as he had the art of concealing his real de-

figns : yet all he could obtain of the fenate, amounted
to no more than the declaration of a fmcere defire, that

a reconciliation between his imperial majefty and Francis

might be effected. Even in this particular they refolved

upon moderation, left their zeal might he mifmterpreted
at Constantinople.

Barbaroffa was at this time ravaging the coafts of Italy

with a fleet of near two hundred fail, well provided with

provifions and ammunition. On his arrival at Reggio,
the capital of Calabria, he found the city abandoned ;

but the citadel defended by a Spaniih garrifon. This
he attacked and took, giving liberty to the prifonerq, at

the inftance of Polin, the French envoy, who accompa-

f Paruta, lib. xi.

nied
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nied the infidel. The terror of the Turkim arms had

fpread itfelf all over Italy, nor was Rome itfelf free from

apprehenfions. But Polin fent alTurances, and difperf-

ed proclamations round the country, that his incur-

fions fhould be confined wholly to the imperial domi-

nions g.

BarbarofTa, having watered at Oftia, coafted along

Tufcany and Genoa, without touching, till he arrived at

Marfeilles, where he was magnificently entertained.

Thence he proceeded, with the count d'Enguien, who Wee be-

commanded the French fleet, to lay fiege to Nice. He Jieged.

began with attacking the town, which Andrea Montford,
a Savoyard, defended with great courage. The batteries

had effected a breach, and Montford fuftained an afTault,

before he made any propofals to capitulate: at lafl he
took occafion, while the articles of furrender were pre-

paring, to retire with the garrifon and his molt valuable

effects into the citadel. Without lofs of time, the ene-

my made their approaches -,
but this fortrefs, ftrong by

art and nature, foiled all the attempts of BarbarofTa and
the French commander. In want of powder, and other Siege raif-

necefTaries, they were at length forced to raife the fiege,
"*•

and reimbark the troops. BarbarofTa pafTed the winter
with his fleet in the ports of Toulon and Marfeilles ; and
next year, after ravaging a fecond time the coafts of

Italy, he returned to Conftantinople, where he died to-

wards the clofe of the year 1544
h

.

It was imagined that this event, and the feparation of
the Turkifh and French fleets, would have facilitated a

peace between their imperial and Chriftian majefties. At

length it was concluded, under the aufpices of the French

queen, by means- of Don Gabriel de Guzman and her

confefTor. The Venetians were included in this treaty,
as the fenate conducted itfelf with fo ftricl; a neutrality,
that neither party had caufe of complaint. A treaty was
likewife fet on foot between the emperor, Ferdinand, and

Solyman ; and for this purpofe ambaffadors were fent by
thole princes to Conftantinople. An end was likewife

put to the difputes between Ferdinand and the republic ;

both parties agreeing to fettle differences refpecting the

decree of Trent by commifhoners, and to refer the late

difputes about Maran to the emperor, which he decided

& Paruta, ubi fupra. Maurocen. lib, iv# h Maurocen.
lib. iv.

by
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•

by ordering the fenate to pay Ferdinand feventy-five thou
fand ducats as an equivalent.
While the peace between the Porte and the emperor

was in agitation, fome enemies to the Venetians infinu-

ated to Solyman that the republic had given Ferdinand
the above fum, as a fubfidy ftipulated by treaty for levy-

ing forces againft the infidels : but the Venetian envoy
had no fooner notice of thofe calumnies than he went to

Solyman, and candidly laid open the whole tran faction,

with which the Turk was perfectly fatisfied : however, he

received inftructions from the fenate that he mould, to

avoid fufpicions, decline vifiting the minifters of the em-

peror and Ferdinand ; yet, through their mediation, a

truce for one year was concluded between the Porte and
the Chriflian powers.
An event of greater importance fell out towards the

end of the year J 545. Namely, a controverfy with the

Porte concerning fome diftri£t,s in Dalmatia, which both

fides claimed. The fangiacs of Bofnia and Clifia infix-

ed that a part of the territory of Zara, containing forty-
nine villages, was really a dependency on the fortreffes

of Nadin and Laurena, belonging to Solyman. On this

account they prohibited the inhabitants of this diftri£t,

under the fevered penalties, to acknowlege the fove-

reignty of the republic, or of any other power but the

Othoman, The fenate was greatly vexed at this mea-
fure ; the diftrift was in itfelf valuable in refpecl: to the

fafety and convenience of Zara ; befides, giving up their

right would be a precedent for farther encroachments*

They knew that Nadin and Laurena had no appendages,
and that nothing could be more infolent than the claim

of the Turkifli governors ; but determining, if poflible,
to avoid compuUive means, they had recourfe to the juf-
tice of Solyman. Nor had they reafon to repent of this

meafure : with a moderation and integrity becoming a

Chriftian prince, this great man ordered commiflioners

on both fides to be appointed, infi fling upon their deter^

mining the difpute according to equity, without regard to

power. The commiflioners met, and foon adjudged the

lands in difpute to the Venetians, with which award Sot

lyraan was perfectly fatisfied *.

1 Paruta, lib. x?,
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FRANCISCO DO NATO, Doge LXXIX.

SOON after this tranfa&ion Lando died, an event by Francifca.

which Venice was deprived of a prudent, moderate, and Donato.

pacific prince, whofe views centered in promoting the

happinefs, tranquillity, and commerce of the republic.
He was fucceeded in his dignity by Francifco Donato,
whofe adminiftration commenced with apprehenfions that

the tranquillity of Italy would again be foon disturbed.

The peace between the emperor and France was too ill

founded to be tailing, and now an additional reafon for

purfuing their inveterate animofity occurred. As the

premature death of the duke of Orleans raifed difputes

concerning the duchy of Milan, fo Francis kept poflef-
fion of the dominions he had feized from the duke of Sa-

voy : by this conduct he hoped to oblige the emperor to

accept of reafonable terms relative to the Milanefe. Be-
fides this, other clouds obfcured the ferenity of Italy,
and threatened a florm no lefs violent than what this un-

happy country had lately fuftained. His holinefs, finding
all his eadeavours for the aggrandizement of his family
terminated in nothing, refolved at one iiroke to raife his

fon Pietro Lodovico to a principality ; for this purpofe he
difmembered from the holy fee the duchies of Parma and

Placentia, which had been annexed by Julius the Second
to the church patrimony, and ere&ed them into a princi-

pality for Lodovico. The emperor refufed to inveft him
with thofe duchies, as they had formerly belonged to the

Milanefe. This controverfy running high, his holinefs

applied to the Venetians for ailiilance, foliciting them to

enter into a league with him for the fecurity of Italy,
The fenate offered their mediation, and thus, with the

domeftic commotions in which both the emperor and
French king were engaged at that time, broke thofe clouds

in which was fufpended the fate of Italy
k

.

The pope, perceiving the emperor deeply involved in

difputes with the proteftant dates of the empire, refolved to

proceed in another manner : he forefaw that thofe con-

troverfies would terminate in an open rupture, and,

therefore, thought the bed method of procuring the in-

vefliture of Parma and Placentia for his fon, would be

liberally to aid his imperial majefty in fupprefling herefy.

Political, not fpiritual, reafons moved him againft the

* Paruta, lib. xi,

Proteftant! ;
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Proteftants ; and while he feemed to act as the head o(

the .church, he was in fact playing the pare of father, to

his own family. No fooner were the Venetians acquainted
with his intentions than they laboured to divert him
from his defign. The difcerning fenate forefaw the ruin

of Italy in making the emperor too powerful, by the op-

prelhon of the Proteftant interelt in Germany } but their

endeavours were ineffectual ; the pope was blinded with

ambition, and they were forced not only to confent, but

in fome meafure to afliit his intentions of fuccouring the

emperor, by allowing a free paffage to his troops. The
proteftant princes fent an embaffy to Venice, to requeft
that a paffage might be denied the pope's forces : they

reprefented the confequences to Europe in general of per-

mitting the houfe of Aultria to attain fuch a pitch of

grandeur, by overthrowing the liberties of the empire.
Their ambaffadors were well received, but they could ob-

tain nothing, the fenate dreading the refentment of his

holinefs and the emperor
1
. Soon after another embaffy

arrived from the duke of Saxony and landgrave of Heffe,
to procure the loan of a fum of money; but they alfo

v/ere difmiffed with fmooth anfwers and obliging de-

nials.

Although the fenate could not deny the pope's troops
a paffage through their dominions, nor prevail on his holi-

nefs to lay afide his intentions, they expreffed their unea-

linefs at feeing Italy filled with military preparations in

the mid ft of profound peace. To difpel their apprehen-
sions, the pontiff laid open to the Venetian envoy the

whole fcheme of his politics and defigns, with which ex-

planation the fenate was quieted. In this manner did tha

Venetians conduct thernfelves, enjoying peace amidft the

tumults of war which defolated Germany, Italy, and

France, to the clofe of the year 1552, when the doge
died, in the feventh year of his adminiftration. He was

pious, munificent, andjuft, and of a difpofition exactly
iuited to the particular circumstances of the (late during
his government.

MARCO ANTONIO TREVISIJKO, Do?e LXXX.

MarcoAn* j]vj his room was fubftituted Marco Antonio Trevrfiano,
tomo Tre> W^Q preferve(i the republic in the fame pacific meafures,
wjiano.

r r r

* Maurocen. rbid.
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during his fliort adminiftration. He balanced between

the contending powers with no lefs caution and delicacy
than the two preceding doges had done, till the end of

the year 1553, when he expired, with the reputation of

a found politician
m
.

FRANCISCO FENIERO, Doge LXXXL

HIS place was filled with Francifco Veniero, at that
Fr-andfrc

time fixty-four years of age, the greater part of which he Pettier:

had fpent in the fervice of his country. Amidft the wars
carried on in Tufcany, Parma,* Mirandola, Corfica, and
other parts of Italy, he found means to prolong that tran-

quillity handed down to him by his predeceflors. In the

beginning of the year 1554 died pope Julius, who was
fucceeded by Paul the Fourth ; for we reckon not upon
the cardinal of St. Croix, who died a few days after his

election ; and foon after the republican city of Sienna
furrendered to the imperialifls, after a long and bloody
fiege. The terms they obtained were honourable, and
fuch as their brave defence merited ; but they were kept
as almoft all royal promifes are, when they clafh with
intereft and ambition. The capitulation was figned fome
time before Charles the Fifth refigned the imperial dia-

dem, in November, 1555. Philip, his fuccefibr in the

Spanifh monarchy and the Indies, agreeable to his father's

exhortation, feemed defirous of cultivating peace ; but
numberlefs obstructions occurring in the courie of nego-
tiation, a truce only for five years was eftablifhed, and that

upon a bafis fo unfteady, that it was broke almoft as foon

as concluded. The truce was propounded by the Spanifli

miniftry, under the pretext of gaining time to fettle the

preliminaries for a iclid peace; but the French admini-

ftration foon difcovered this to be only a veil thrown over

the moft treacherous defigns ; to give the duke d'Alva

time to raife a force fufficient to drive the French out of

Piedmont, and even to attack them in Provence 11

.

Veniero and the fenate had taken the wifeft and mofl

circumfpe£t meafures which the fituation of Europe would

permit. The prefent doge and his predecefibrs had ever

preferred peace to war, and never entered upon the latter

but with a view to repel injuries, protect liberty and

trade, and preferve the political poife of Chriftendom.

m Sanfov, delle Vit Princip, 249. .
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In the midft of this prudent adminillration, the foge Ve
niero was taken off by death, after having governed the

republic two years, with univerfal applaufe.

LORENZO PRIULI, Doge LXXXII.

Lorenzo UPON his death the great council met for the elec-

tion of a fuccefior, when Lorenzo Priuli was appointed

doge°. To which dignity his wifdom and experience,
his accomplifliments as a ftatefman and a gentleman gave

Plague and him a juft title. In the beginning of his administration

jamine in the plague raged with violence at Venice ; but was at
Venice.

Jength itopt by the change of feafons, and the vigilance
of Pietro Mofto, at that time magiftrate de la ianita.

The plague was fucceeded by a dearth of all kinds of pro-
visions, the inhabitants of the continent avoiding the mar-

kets of Venice on account of the peftilence. The city
was brought exceeding low before means could be found

to remedy the evil : but the prudence of the doge and fe-

nate at length furmounted all difficulties, and once more
introduced health, peace, and abundance among the ci-

tizens of Venice.

In the mean time the war proceeded between the

crowns of France and Spain, the truce being but of fhort

duration. Upon the duke d' Alva's march into the pope's

territories, his holinefs and the French king fent pleni-

potentiaries to Venice, who reprefented to the fenate, that

his mod Chriftiaa majefty and the pope, clofely united

by intereft and inclination as they were to the fenate,

fought in that delicate and dangerous conjuncture reci-

procal marks of good-will from the republic, for the de-

fence of liberty and the fecurity of Italy. They declared

they were fent with full powers to concert with the fe-

nate the mod advifeable meafures for maintaining the in-

dependence of their feveral flates, and checking the am-
bitious views of the houfe of Auftria. They faid they
faw with pleafure the augmentation of the republic's na-

val and military power, as the motives, they doubted not,

were generous, fmce the meafures of the fenate could not

fail of being prudent : they reprefented the advantages
that mud refult from an union of the republic with his

-holinefs and mod Christian majefty, as (lie would be in a

condition to cover that part of her frontier molt expofed to

the Spanifh troops and the duke d'Alva. Finally, they de-

•
Paruta, lib. xi. Sanfov, ubi fupra.
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clared that the French king had given orders to the duke
de Guife to advance with a body of near twenty thou-

fand men towards Italy, at the requifition of his holinefs,

and for the defence of Italy. They obferved that an uni-

on between the republic, the pope, and his mod Chrif-

tian majefty would fecure their mutual defence, check

the ambition of Philip, and produce tranquillity in Eu-

rope, as well as Italy in particular.
The doge anfwered them with fuch prudence and dif-

cretion as became the father of the ftate, and the head of

that wife aflembly: he faid, that the friendfhip which had
fo long fubfifted between his moft Chriftian majefty and
the republic, had given himfelf, the fenate, and every-
Venetian the highefl fatisfaclion. It was a point of too

much coniequence for the republic to neglect ; nor mould
her utmoft endeavours towards cultivating and rendering

perpetual the amity of fo refpectable a prince and nation,
as well as of fo mild and good a father of the church,
be wanting

p.

Notwithstanding thefe profeflions, he declined entering
Into any engagements which could poffibly offend Spain,
or involve the republic in a war : on the contrary, the

doge and fenate left no means untried to mediate an

agreement between the pope and Philip, which they ap-

prehend would be laying the foundation of a more gene-
ral pacification. Their moderation was attended with

fuccefs, for the prudence of Marco Antonio de Franchef-

cis, fecretary to the council often, who was fent to Rome
upon this bufmefs, actually reconciled them to their mu-
tual fatisfaclion <J.

In the courfe of this year, an embafly was fent to Soly-
man to obtain a confirmation of the peace between the

Porte and the republic, which Was granted without any
difficulty, the grand feignor being at that time perplexed
with a civil war among his children. The fenate alio fent

an ambaflador to the court of France, at whofe intercef-

(ion, joined to the mediation of the pope and fome other

powers, peace with Spain was concluded. During the

refidence of this ambalTador at Paris, the French men-
arch died of a hurt in the eye, which he received at a
tournament. With regard to the republic, all was peace pira*es in-

and tranquillity, till the following year, when her trade Jfft the

was infefted by a fwarm of pirates who blocked up all
c

^,
so

:̂

the ports of the Adriatic. They made incurfions into
Dalmana*

P Paruta, lib. xi. « Paruta, ibid. Maurocen, lib. iv.
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Iflria and Dalmatia, cutting away the (hipping out of the

harbours, clefolating the country, and defpoiling the ci-

ties. Matteo Bembo, a brave and experience officer, at

that time admiral of the gulf, failed againft them with a

fquadron of twelve gallies : he purfued, and every where-
to vigoroufly attacked them, that, unable to keep the

feas, they fled to the port of Durazzo, where the inha-
bitants had taken arms for their afliftance. Thither
Bembo purfued them, and, incenfed at the conduct of-

the town, battered the walls, without regard to the peace
fubfiuing with Solyman ; an aclion for which he was
banifhed his country, inftead of being rewarded : fo far

bad pacific views prevailed, that peace with Solyman-
was preferred to the honour of the republic. Had not
the brave Bembo found means to efcape, it is probable
his life would have been the facrifice of his country's ti-

midity
r

.

Soon after this event, Lorenzo Priuli died, much la-

mented by the people for the moderation of his public,
and affability of his private con duel: ; but above all his

death was regretted by the literati of his times. His mu-
nificence, tafte, and generofity, conftituted this prince
the Mecssnas of the age, and the real patron of merit.

He was fucceeded by his brother Jeronimo Priuli, a man
of an engaging converfation, long experience in public
bufinefs, and a dignity of carriage and conduct becoming
the elevated flation to which he was raifed by confent of
his country

s
.

JERONIMO PRIULI, Doge LXXXIIL

Friuli™
SOON after Jeronimo's promotion an event happen-

ed which it was feared would difturb the public tranquil-

lity *, namely, the death of Paul the Fourth, who was
fucceeded by the cardinal de Medicis, by the name of

Pius the Fifth. This prelate, in altering his condition,

changed his very nature ; yet, contrary to the public opi-

nion, the new fucceflion of popes wrought no immediate
alteration in the general ftate of affairs in Italy. To the

Venetians he was well difpofed, having received their

embafly of congratulation with the flrongefl affurances of

friendfhip and refpeel: for the republic. Soon after his

acceifion to the holy fee, he fummoned the council of

* Paruta, lib. xu *
Paruta, ibid. Sanfov. delle Vit.
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Trent, at which attended the Venetian commiflioners.

To this office the republic appointed Nicolo di Ponti and
Matteo Dandolo, men of extraordinary abilities and great

reputation for knowlege : they were attended by Antonio

Malledona, who acquired great reputation on this occa-

fion, for the fluency of his elocution, the force of his ar-

guments, and quicknefs of his penetration. A numerous

body of the fuperior clergy from the Venetian dominions

likewife affembled at Trent ; but the only remarkable

tranfaction of this year was the expedition of Canalis

againft the pirates. He was fent by the fenate with four

gallies to fcour the Adriatic ; and he conducted his af-

fairs with fuch courage and ability, that in the fpace of a

month he droves thofe enemies to peace and commerce,
out of the ocean into their places of fecurity, after having
taken a great number of their vefTels, the crews of which,

he hanged up without form of trial
c
.

From this time till the year 1565 nothing memorable A.D.1565.

occurred. Upon Selim's acceiTion to the Turkifh throne,
"

the Venetians fent Marini Caballo to compliment him in

the name of the fenate : his inilrucHons were to procure a

confirmation of the peace made with Solyman. Caballo

delivered his credentials ; but found it a matter of the ut-

moft difficulty to procure an audience of the emperor.
At laft, by the force of gold, he furmounted every ob-

itru&ion, and obtained a moft folemn renewal of the

treaty : however, this appearance of tranquillity was of

no long duration, the ambition, or evil counfellors about

Selim not permitting him to follow meafures fo falutary to

the empire.
Previous to the war with Selim, the fenate had a War with

third time fitted out a fleet againft the pirates, whofe in- the pir aitt*

folence was now iricreafed by the thirft of revenge. To
crulh them at one blow forty gallies were equipped, the

command of which was given to Hermolao Tepulo. Dur-

ing the preparation* of this fleet, the pirates committed
the moft barbarous cruelties on the Venetian (hipping and
coafts of Dalmatia, deftroying men, women, and. chil-

dren, without remorfe, and defolating the country with

fire and fword. The fquadron was no fooner in readi-

nefs than Tepulo failed ; and fo vigilantly did he" execute

his truft, that in the fpace of a few weeks not a pirate
was to be feen ; the fmalleft veffel laden with gold might
have fecurely roved through the Adriatic u

. Before the

t Maurocen. lib. \*. u Ibid. Paruta, lib. xi.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. S return
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return of this fleet to Venice the doge died, after having
managed the reins of government, with great fteadinefs,

for the fpace of eight years and eleven months. After he

was honourably and publicly interred in the vault of his

anceftors, the council Maggtori proceeded to the choice

of a fucceflbr w
.

PIETRO LORETJNO, Doge LXXXIF.

THE unanimous voice fell upon Pietro Loretano,
whole capacity, courage, and experience, greatly railed

the public hopes that his adminiftration would be equally
wife and fortunate : however, the beginning of his go-
vernment was attended with fome unfortunate circum-

ftances, owing, indeed, to unavoidable accidents. The
arfenal was burnt to afhes by the careleflhefs of one of the

foldiers upon guard, by which accident the republic fuf-

tained a prodigious lofs of {lores and ammunition. An-
other unfortunate circumftance was a great fcarcity which

prevailed in the citv, in defpite of all endeavours of the

doge and fenate. Numbers of the poor dropt down daily
in the ftreets, infomuch that at laft a decree of the fe-

nate pafTed for opening the public granaries, kept folely
for the maintenance of the fea and land forces. By thefe

means the republic was deprived of the ability of equip-

ping a fleet, from which circumftance it is imagined Se-

lim formed the firft refolution to attempt the conqueft of
Selim"ide'

Cyprus: he had, indeed, in his father's life-time, cx-
fignsufon p re ffe(j a great deGre of annexing this ifland to the Otho-

man empire. Its contiguity to Caramania, a province or

the Turkiih dominions ; its fertility; its fine fituation ;

its wealth and abundance in every necefiary of life ; the

richnefs of its wines, of which Selim, though a Turk,
was a great admirer

•, together with numberlefs other ad-

vantages, animated his wifh, and flimulated his endea-

vours to obtain fo conilderabie an acquifition. Thefe rea-

fons were reinforced by other confiderations : the Chrif-

tian pirates, who infefted the fhores of Syria, and all the

Turkiih coafts with perpetual iucurfions, found in Cy-
prus a fure afylum. The inhabitants of this ifland dif-

turbed the Turkiih commerce, and above all the pilgri-

mages of their devotees to Mecca and the tomb of Ma-
homet. It was, befides, a maxim of the Turkiih policy,
that a prince (hould, upon his acceflion, endeavour to ex-

w Sinfov. ubi fupra.

tend
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tend the limits of his empire, and propagate the religion
of his anceitors. The mufti artfully inculcated this lait

article of duty : when Selim carried him to Adrianople to

fee a magnificent mofque he was building, he told the em-

peror that it was neither lawful or cuitomary to erect

fuch foundations out of the revenues of the empire ; but

that it was a work always effected by affigning for that

purpofe fuch lands as had been conquered by arms : he
obferved that, for this purpofe, no province could (land

more commodioufly than Cyprus, the poiTelTion of which,
would equally conduce to the happinefs of his reign, the

utility and ftrength of the empire, and the advantage of

religion. Selim regarded this admonition as fent from
heaven ; it perfectly coincided with his own views, and
to profecute it he refolved to break through the mod fo-

lemn engagements entered into by his father, and for-

mally ratified by.himfelf. Mahomet, the grand vizir, a

fecret friend to the republic, laboured to divert him from
his defign : he reprefented the advantages arifing from a

good correfpondence with the Venetians, who were the

chief traders to his ports: they, he faid, ought to be the

lafi people with whom a politic Othoman prince would

quarrel, whether his views were glory, empire, or the

propagation of religion. To aiTift the Moors of Granada,
and check the pride and ambition of the houfe of Auftria,
belter became his greatnefs, and fuited the politics and

religion of the empire. He intreated him, therefore, to

embrace the happy occafion offered by Providence, of

protecting the religion of Mahomet, of chaftifing the ene-

mies of Muffulmans, and opening a path to glory and do-

minion.

The arguments of the vizir were found and unanfwer-
able

-,
but they neither correfponded with the opinion of Se-

lim, nor with the views of his three great favourites the

mufti, MunVapha,ba{haw of Damafcus, and Pioli, his fon-

in-law. The two lalt were the declare enemies of the vi-

zir ; they envied his grandeur, and crcffed all his mea-
fures. In the prefent cafe their counfel fell in with the

humour of Selim
•, they therefore purfued it eagerly, hop-

ing thereby to difgrace the honefl and wile Mahomet,
and procure to themfelves the chief conduct of the war.

They reprefented that the Venetians were weak, their

arfenal being deftroyed ; that the councils of Chriftian

princes were divided, and their afliftance precarious ; that

Cyprus, on account of its diftance from the republic,
S 2 would
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would be cafily conquered ; and when acquired, would
be a valuable jewel in the imperial diadem x

.

Their endeavours were effeclual : Mahomet became

fufpe£ted, he funk in Selim's edeem, while the other;

role proportionably to the higheft favours. To their in-

fluence was added that of John Michis, a Jewifh renega-

do, in high eiteem with Selim. This man had fo art-

fully infinuated himfelf into the emperor's favour, that

nothing was denied him : he urged the attack upon Cy-

prus fo warmly, that it abfolutely determined Selim ; but

fo far did the renegado attend to his own intered, as tc

obtain a promife from the emperor of the invediture

the ifland ; and fo full was he of the idea of majefb
that he had ftandards and other regalia prepared, witl

this infeription,
"
Jofeph, king of Cyprus," for he had altei

ed his name with his religion.

Mahomet, the grand vizir, perceiving the current

the imperial councils, as well as Selim's own inclinatioi

running impetuoully againd him, thought that longer

perfifl in his opinion would endanger his life, withoi

either ferving his mader or the republic : he therefore

advifed Antonio Barbaro, the Venetian conful and rcfi-

dent, to lay the flate of affairs before the fenate, and en-

deavour to prevail with them to tamper with a power too

A D. 1570. ftrong for oppofition, and to avert the impending dorm

by fuch concefiions as they could make confidently with

the honour and fecurity of the date : he procured fecretly

one of the conful's houfhold to be difpatched with proper

intelligence to the fenate.

When this intelligence was laid before that afTembly,

they were fired with refentment, and in the heat of paf-
fion determined to endure every extremity rather than

make fubmiflions to fo perfidious an enemy ; but it was
the opinion of the mod prudent, that, as nothing was to

be attempted raflily, they fliould in the mean time drive

to avert the blow. They faid an affair of fuch moment
was not to be weighed by the nature of the injury, and
the grofihefs of the infult, but by their own power.

They, therefore, advifed to try the effects of gold upon
an adminiftration ever corrupt and avaricious. This was
an expedient they had always found more effectual than

the bed concerted and vigoroufly executed plan of warlike

operations. At the fame time a fleet was equipped, and

* Baron, fub an. 1570. Thuan. tfom. iii. lib. xlix. Mauro-
cem lib. v.

thirty-
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thirty-one gallies, with all the young nobility of Venice
on board, were itationed in the gulf, of which Marco

Quirino was at that time admiral, and Jiacomo Celfi pro-
veditor.

During thefe preparations advice came that their (hip-

ping was arretted in the Turkiih ports, and the utmoft

diligence ufed for profecuting the war. Immediately or-

ders were iffued for Quirino to fail to Candia, and with

all expedition put the fleet of that ifiand in a proper con-

dition. A body of troops was embarked for Cyprus ; and
orders were fent to the governors of the feveral ports, to

put them in a ftate of defence, and carefully to watch

the fecurity of the ifiand. Nor were the other dominions
of the republic neglected ; their garrifons were augment-
ed, fortifications repaired, and magazines of provifion
and ammunition formed. An addition of eighty gallies
was likewife made to the navy ; Francifco Duodo was

appointed admiral, and a captain to each fhip chofen

among perfons of the higheft quality and greater! expe-
rience in the city. Paruta fays, that Jaconimo Zeno was
made high admiral and commander in chief of all the Ve-
netian fleet

•,
but that each divifion had a fubordinate

commander *.

Before Selim attempted any thing by force, he refolv-

ed to try the effects of ftratagem. This feemed the leaft

dangerous method of effecting his purpofe, on account of

the private divifions and perpetual diflenfions among the

iilanders. For the excution of this defign, one Diafori-

acus, a native of Cyprus, now at the court of Selim, ap-

peared a fit inflrument : he was fubtle, infinuating,
and a knave, who proftituted honour, virtue, and reli-

gion to his own interelt. His credit was considerable A confpi-

among the inhabitants \ and fo artfully did he conceal the r
<*cy difa*

bafeft purpofes, that his character might never have come <l
ieredm

to light but from this circumftance. Diaforiacus under- ->Pru,t

took to betray the ifiand into the hands of Selim, and for

this purpofe returned to Cyprus, where he was well re-

ceived. After be had made confiderable progrefs in cor-

rupting the natives, the whole plot was difcovered by
means of an intercepted letter, upon which he was feiz-

ed, confronted with his own hand-writing, tortured till

he confeffed his accomplices, who were apprehended, and

put to immediate death, with the original contriver of

the villainy
2
.

y Paruta, lib. i. 2 Maurocen. lib, i.

S 3 Selim,



?62 The Hi/lory of Venice.

Selim, thus difappointed, determined to effect his pur-

pofe by force
} and the Venetians were no lefs diligent to

iruftrate his defigns. Eugemio Singlitico, a Cyprian no-

bleman, and lieutenant-general in the Venetian fen

offered himfelf to command the troops in Cyprus. His

propofals were accepted, and he was fent thither with a

thoufand additional forces. Jeronimo Martinenga, cap-
tain of the men at arms, made an overture to raife, at

his own expence, a body of two thoufand foot, of which

the fenate greatly approving, he fet immediately to work,
and, in the fpace of a few days, completed his levy, and

conducted them to Venice to embark for Cyprus. The
next ftep was to implore the affittance of all the Chriflian

potentates by the ambafTadors refiding at the different

courts. The expectations of the Venetians from this

meafure were but fmall ; however, they imagined that

neglecting it might be attributed to pride, conceit, and

felf-fufficiency. As the confequences of war are uncer*

tain, the fenate was willing to anticipate all the blame

which might be laid upon their prefumption, mould the

event prove unfortunate. They firft folicited the pope
for his own particular affiftance, as well as his influence

with the Chriflian powers. Michele Serviana, the Vene-
tian refident at Rome, intreatedhis holinefs to take a fa*

therly care of the republic in fo imminent a danger: he

fet before him the examples of his predeceffors upon fuch

occafions ; he reminded him of the republic's fervices to

the holy fee, for the prefervauon of which (he had often

expofed her own fafety ; and he concluded with difplay-

ing the manifeft danger which threatened other Chriflian

princes, lhould the Venetian commonwealth, the bul-

wark of Europe, be deftroyed. The pope feemed gTeatly
moved by the ambaffador's oration ; but he lamented his

inability, and made ufe of the fame pretexts to avoid

entering into the quarrel of the Venetians, which they,
for a feries of years, trad urged to other princes who fo-

licited their alliance. The affair, however, was propof-
ed and difcuffed in the confiftory, although no other con-

fequence refulted than leave to levy upon the clergy the

fum of one hundred thoufand ducats towards fupport-

jng the expence of the war 3
. But though his holi-

nefs was unwilling to engage fingly in an alliance with

the Venetians, he took upon him to mediate a confede-

racy between himfelf, the fenate, and Philip the Second
of Spain.

* Baron, an. 1570.
Mean



The Hijlory of Venice. 263
Mean while Cubath, ambaflador from SeJim, arrived An ambaf.

in Venice. This minuter had been difpatched in confe- fador comes

quence of Mahomet the vizir's remonltrances to the grand f
rom $&m

feignor, that it would fully the glory of his reign fuddenly
t0 ^emce-

to attack a nation with whom he had lately entered into

folemn engagements, without firfl acquainting them with
his grievances, and demanding redrefs. One happy con-

fequence refulted from Mahomet's proposition ; for by ic

the Venetians had more time for preparing againft the

efforts of fo potent an enemy, a fufpenfion of arms hav-

ing been granted till the return of the ambaflador. Upon
his arrival orders were iflued by the fenate, that before

the day of audience no Venetian mould vifit or converfe
with Cubath : his inftrucYions were well known, and an
anfwer refolved upon ; to prevent, therefore, all clamours
from the apprehenfions of the people this decree was

pafled. When the day of audience arrived, he was in-

troduced into the fenate, when, after having payed his

compliments to the doge, he began with fetting forth

Selim's affection for the republic, as appeared by his fo

readily granting a confirmation of the treaty with his fa-

ther ;
"

but, fays he, his kindnefs has been requited with

ingratitude ; his friendly offices have been returned with

injuries and infuits ; his commerce and ports have been
infefted by pirates, who are protected by the fubje£ts of

the republic ; he has complained to the Venetian ambaf*
fador at his court, but no redrefs could he procure. Un-
able longer to endure affronts, intolerable to fo great 3

monarch* he demands, as the only equivalent or com-

penfation of the injuilice done to his fubje£ls, and like-

wife to prevent future evils, that Cyprus, formerly be-

longing to the empire of the Mamaluks, to which he has

fucceeded, (hall be ceded to him for ever." The ambaf-
fidor then proceeded to advife the fenate, to avert the

indignation of fo potent a prince, by conceftions trifling

in proportion to the danger to which a denial would ex-

pofe the republic, telling them at the fame time, that if

they obftinately refufed him this juftice, he would not

only take from them the ifland of Cyprus, by force of

arms, but perfecute the republic with all the animofity of

an injured and powerful mo:*arch b
.

To this declaration the fenate anfwered in the terms

they had concerted, by taking God and their confeiences

tp witnefs, that they religioufly adhered to the treaty with

b Thuan. lib. xlix. parut. lib. i.

S 4 Selim :
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Selim : as to the reft, they declared they were determin-

ed to fuffer all the hardships of a cruel war, rather than

fubmit to terms fo injurious to the majefly of the repub-
lic. Cyprus, they afierted, did not belong to the Ma-
maluks, nor was it ever fubjeft to the grand feignor :

the promifed tribute had been always paid ; as to the other

allegations they were falfe, and contrived by thofe who

fought unjuft occafions of a war. It was not, they

faid, in the power of princes to prevent mifreprefenta-
tion of faels ; but it was their duty to punifh the authors

of them when the falfliood was difcovered. As they
would not deny but fome pirates, after committing depre-
dations upon the coafls of the Othoman empire, had lurk-

ed in fecret places in the ifland of Cyprus, fo the Turks
could not but acknowlege the fenate's having rigoroufly

punifhed them whenever they fell into their hands. Up-
on the whole, they trufted to the juftice of their caufe

that if they were attacked they fhould be able to defend

themfelves, and that God would not fail to avenge him-

felf on the authors of fuch calamities as mud enfue.

With this anfwer the ambaffador was difmiffed.

I i in*
^•^ this.while the pope's legate in Spain was labouring

Spain en- to draw Philip into a league againft the Turks, to which

dea'vounto he appeared by no means averfe. Lodovico de Torres,
efiablijb a clerk of the confiftory, was fent thither to forward the

^^^afTair, as Philip had put it off till his return to Seville,

Philip, the where he propofed to alTemble the dates of the different

fope, and kingdoms. De Torres, on his arrival, represented the

the Vene- urgency of the conjuncture, obferving that would it admit
turns. - r n0 delay ; and that the only method to fave Venice,

and fecure Chriftendom, would be to fend immediate

fuccours. So dextrouily did he exert himfelf, that the

king iffued an order for his own
gallies,

with the auxili-

aries in his pay, amounting to fixtr-five fail, to repair

directly to Sicily, under the conduct of Giovanni Andrea

Doria, and there to wait the pope's commands concern-

ing the time and manner of joining the Venetians. Torres

likewife obtained leave for the Venetians to victual their

fquadrons in the ports of Sicily and Naples; but as to

the league, Philip anfwered, that it required deliberation.

The application of Torres was Supported by the utmoft

diligence on the fide of the republic, "which difpatch-
ed Caballo to the court of Spain, to forward and fecond

the propofals of his holinefs. Caballo acquitted himfeff

with great addrefs, having been chiefly inftrumental in

procuring the terms we have mentioned, and, after the

departure
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departure of Torres, in keeping Philip Heady to his firfl

reiblution c
.

When all was concluded that could pofiible be obtain-

ed for the prefent, Torres iel out for Portugal, where
Sebaflian at that time reigned : here he made the fame

applications as at the former court, but with lefs fuccefs.

At the fame time the emperor was folicited to join in the

league, by Giovanni Michaeli, the Venetian minifter at

Vienna ; who ufed every argument to induce his Impe-
rial majefty to break with Selim ; but he found him fixed

in his refolution to wait the event of the councils of

Spain, Poland, and Mufcovy. Nor were the ambafiadors

of the republic more fuccefsful in France, the miniftry of
that kingdom profeffing the utmoft regard for the Vene-

tians, but declining all overtures of a league : however,
that no means of fafety might be neglected, Vicenzo
AlefTandro was fent to Perfia, to endeavour to flir up
the fophi againft Selim : upon his arrival he entered upon
negociations with fultan Caydar, the king's third fon,
who readily aflented to the propofals made by AleiTandro 5

but his zeal was frustrated by the phlegmatic difpolition
and wary flownefs of the prime minifter, who difluaded

the iophi from taking arms before the Turk was weaken-
ed by the Chriftian forces d

.

Such were the preparations, refolutions, and negotia-
tions of the republic, at this important juncture. Nor
was Selim idle ; new (hips were launched in his docks, a

prodigious number of cannon caft, magazines of powder,
ftores, and provisions erected, and in fhort, every thing
bore the appearance of profecuting the war with the ut-

mofl: vigour on both fides. The Venetians even put lands

to fale, to raife money for the exigencies of ftate ; loans .

were accepted upon high intereft ; the procurators of

St. Mark's church were augmented, and a fine was tak-

en ; young gentlemen were permitted to enter into the

great council before the time appointed by law, on their

depofiting a certain fum for the public ufe ; and feveral

other expedients were ufed to replenifh the exhaufted

treafury
e
.

During thefe preparations, Philip refolved to embrace

the propofed league, and fent his ambafiador to Rome
to conclude it upon the fame terms as the lad confedera-

cy againfl the Turks between Charles the Fifth, Paul the

c Thuan, lib. xlix. Maurocen. lib. v. d Paruta, ubi

-fupra.
e Maurocen. lib. v.

Third,
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Third, and the republic. But the Venetians, remem-

bering the inconveniencies which enfued from beitc

the fupreme command on Doria, infilled that each divi-

ilon fhould be commanded by its own admiral, to prevent
the whole fleet's being rendered ufeiefs by the caprice or

treachery of an individual. They propofed that all affairs

ihould be deliberated in a council of war, compofed of

the three admirals ; that all refolutions fhould be taken in

confequence of a majority 5 and that the conduct of the

whole ihould devolve by turns upon the admirals. This

affair being warmly debated, the point was carried by the

Venetians.

The next topic to be difcuffed, was the quotas to be

allotted to each party : upon this head, the Venetians

were equally obilinate, refolving to withfland alone all

the power of the enemy rather than engage in a league
where they were to fupport the whole expence, for his

holinefs had hitherto declined fending a fleet : at length,
he agreed to arm twelve gallics, under the conduct of

.

ay
n

£ '

Antonio Colonna. Thus a league was concluded between

Spain, the thofe three powers, in which Spain and the republic

$ope, and were to exert all their naval force : it was figned by his

the Vent' holinefs in perfon, by the Venetian ambaflador, and by
ttans.

tk e cardma l 3 Pacheco and Granvelle, to whom Philip had

remitted full powers. After this ratification, repairing
to St. Peter's church, on the nth day of June, the

pope gave Colonna the facred ftandard, with which he

immediately proceeded to Ancona to get the gallies in

readinefs f
.

Mean time Pinalis, having* refitted and victualled his

fleet in Negropont, repaired direclly to Rhodes, joining

Muftapha and Hali in his courfe thither; while Uchali,
with a feparate diviOon of the fleet, was fent to make
continual defcents on the coafts of Sicily and Italy.

This renegado was by birth a Calabrian : in his youth he

had been taken and enflaved : but, renouncing Chriftian-

ity, his abilities foon recommended him to favour, and

raifed him to the higheft offices.

The Venetian fleet lay at Zara, expecting to be joined

by the confederates, where they loft many occafions of

annoying the enemy: whereas the Turks, fpending only
three days at Rhodes in preparations, failed to Finica, a

city in Caramania, oppofite to Cyprus : there they were

' Thaan. Hift. fui tempore, lib. x!ix.

joined
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joined by the troops intended for the expedition, and im-

mediately began the embarkation.

While the enemy were thus employed, the Venetians

in vain expecting the arrival of the Spanifh fleet, fuffered

extremely by a contagious diftemper. The admiral, find-

ing that a change of air was neceflary to flop the progrefs
of the difeafe, iteered his courfe for Candia, by order of

the fenate, taking in a reinforcement of rowers at Zant,

Cefalonia, and Cerigo.
Mean while, Sebaftiani Venieri inverted the citadel of

Soppoto in Albania, which, after a (tout refiftance, he

took and garrifoned. Marco Quirino likewife gained
fome inconfiderable advantages in the Morea, which

ferved no other purpofe than to animate the troops. At

length, Colonna fet fail, and joined Don John of Auf-

tria, with the Spanifti fleet, at Otrantoj about which

time the doge died.

LODOVICO MOCENIGO, Doge LXXXV.

HE was fucceeded by Lodovico Mocenigo^whofe abili- L do<vico

ties in the field and cabinet occafioned his being raifed on Mocemgo.
this emergency to the fupreme dignity

s .

Pinalis, the Turkifh general, having taken all the

troops, horfe and foot, on board, fet fail for Cyprus,
where he arrived in the beginning of Auguft. He put Thelurkifh
in, without any refiftance, at the port of Salina, where fleet ar-

the troops were immediately landed. It was a great over- ri-ves at

fight in Dandoio, the governor of the ifland, and Singli- fypru**

tico, general of the forces, not to difpute the difembarka-

tion, as was propofed by Baglioni.
The firft inconvenience which refulted from Dandoio's

omitting to attack the Turks on their landing, was the

fubmifhon of Lufara to Muftapha. This fort, defpairing
of fuccours, capitulated, and promifed an entire obedi-

ence, provided the lives and properties of the garrifon
were fecured, which terms Muftapha granting, a Turkifh

garrifon was received into the caftle. This example was
followed by the neighbouring places, to put a itop to

which defection, Dandoio detached Ca^far di Tieni, with

a body of five hundred men, to lay wafte the country ;

and, by the feverity of the punifhment, to terrify the in-

habitants into their duty.

s Samov. delle Vit. di Princip. p. z86.

In
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In the mean time, Pinalis reduced Cerlnes, a fea-port
of Caramania, extremely convenient for tranfporting pro-
vifions to the army in Cyprus

b
. Then the TurkiCh gene-

rals held a confultation on the neceffary operations, when
Hali's opinion was, that the firft attempt mould be made
on Famagofta, after the reduction of which, all fupplies
would be cut off from the Venetians, and Nicofia con-

flrained through neceffity to furrender. In oppofition to

this plan, MufVapha propofed to begin with the fiege of

Nicofia, which was defended only by a {lender garrifon,
and {light unfinished fortifications ; whereas, if they be-

gan with Famagofta, the other city might be fortified ia

fuch a manner as to furmount all their endeavours, and
baffle the power of Seiim. This laft opinion was em-
braced : Pinalis, with one hundred and thirty gallies, was

appointed to cruize off the harbour, and to watch the

Chriftian fleet ; while Muftapha took upon him to direct

the fiege of Nicofia.

The number of men at this time in the city connfted of

fifteen hundred Italian foot, moil of them fickly •,
three

thoufand iflahders in the Venetian pay \ one thoufand of

the townfmen, bearing arms at their own expence ; five

hundred Albanian horfe, and two hundred foot; two
hundred bombardiers, gunners, and matroffes of the na-

tives, and forty Venetians ; five hundred noblemen and

gentlemen of rank, volunteers in the fervice, and five

hundred peafants at work on the fortifications; befides

tradefmen, women, old men, and children, the whole

amounting to upwards of fifty thoufand fouls.

The city had three gates, viz. Porta di Lalini, Porta

di Troja, and Porta di Caftello, and each of thefe the

Turks propofed battering at the fame time. Lines of

circumvallation were drawn, batteries erecled, and their

different pofts affigned by Muftapha to the feveral officers.

A mufter of the army was likewife made, which, it was

found, amounted to fifty-one thoufand foot, and three

thoufand five hundred horfe, together with an infinite-

number of attendants on the camp
1
. Before the batteries

began to play, Muftapha fet miners to work in order to

fap the walls : by this means a breach was foon effected,

which the Turks ftorming with abundance of refolution,

the befieged were at firft put into confufion
•,
but foon

rallied upon the arrival of Andrea Spelio, who, leading

J» Paruta, lib. i. i Thuan. lib. xljx. torn. iii. Mauro-
cen. lib. v,

them
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them back to the breach, renewed the fight, and defeat-

ed the infidels with great (laughter. Then he fet about

repairing the breach with diligence ; in which he was

greatly diflurbed by the (hot from the Turkifh trenches.

The befieged, in a fhort time, began to flag in their duty,

a relaxation owing to the indolence of Dandolo, the go-

vernor, who, by his own example, encouraged the foldi-

ers in riot and idlenefs. At laft, a dearth infinuated it-

felf into the garrifon : the foldiers were confined to a

fcanty allowance of bread, and, what they eiteemed a

greater hardfhip, they were limited to a very fmali portion
of wine. Upon this fcarcity, it was refolved to fend to

Baglioni, who prefided at Famagofta, for fuccours, which

were denied, the garrifon of Famagofta preferring their,

own fecurity to that of Nicofia.

Now the befieged began to murmur and complain, al-

though the famine was owing to their own imprudence
and want of frugality : they had hardly as yet feen the

face of an enemy, excepting in one alfault; yet did they

vehemently exclaim againfl the ingratitude of the fenate.

At laft the officers, perceiving that nothing befides keep-

ing them in action could prevent the foldiers from muti-

nying, refolved upon a tally. Two thoufand foot and
four hundred horfe, under the conduct of Csefar Tieni,
were appointed for this purpofe. Tieni rufhed out at the

head of the cavalry with irrefiftible fury, breaking through
the files of the enemy, till he penetrated into the heart of
the Turkifli camp, where he made a halt for the infantry,
and defended himfelf with incredible valour ; but Dando-
lo had changed his purpofe, and countermanded the foot,
a circumftance which was attended with the lofs of Tieni
and his whole corps of horfe, who were all cut in pieces,
after a refiftance hardly to be paralleled in hiftory, in the

courfe of which they flew near two thoufand of the ene-

my. From this time the garrifon, by order of Dandolo,
contained themfelves within the walls, although Bocafio,

general of the Albanian horfe, conftantly affirmed that the

only probable chance of faving the city, was by brifkly re-

peating the fallies
k
,

Pinalis with the Turkifh fleet fleered his courfe to

Rhodes, whence he difpatched five gallies in queft of the
Chriftians : they returned with intelligence that the Ve-
netian admiral lay with his divifion at Candia, waiting to

be joined by the Spanifh and ecclefiaftical fquadrons,

k
Paruta, lib. L p. i. Thuan. ubi fupra,

whofe
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whofe arrival was very uncertain ; and that he was great

]y weakened by a (form and contagious difeafe, which hac

cut off great numbers of the foidiers and mariners. This
advice the Turk received by means of fome prifoners the

gallies had brought back with them % upon which he im-

_^
..,

_ mediately returned to Cyprus.

tory con- Andrea Doria, the Spanifh admiral, was all this while

Autl of the collecting his fleet, and after it was afTembled feveral de-

Spaniards. lays obftructed his departure from Otranto. The pope
ufed the mod prefling inflances that he would fet fail and

join the Venetians ; but they availed nothing, till he re-

ceived pofitive orders to that purpofe from Philip. Thu-
anus attributes this dilatory manner of proceeding to the

envy of the Spaniards, who with pleafure beheld the in-

activity of the Venetian admiral, and the decreafe of his

ftrength by ficknefs. Certain it is, that before the junc-
tion of the fleets was effected, the Venetians were ren-

dered almoft unfit for fervice, fo much were they dimi-

niihed in number by the long and violent contagion which

prevailed in the fleet. At length Doria weighed anchor,
and joining Colonna with the pope's gallies, they failed

in company to Candia, where, after a profperous voyage,

they joined the Venetians. Then a council being held,
the Venetian admiral propofed that the enemy mould be

attacked, and by that expedient the fiege of Nicofia raif-

ed : Colonna acceded to this opinion ; but Doria finding
he could not, agreeable to the articles of the league, re-

fufe his afifent, threw fo many obftructions in the way, as

rendered fo falutary a meafure ineffectual. In fhort, fo

artfully did he manage matters, that neither the pope or

republic had caufe of complaint, at the fame time that

Doria adhered to his own opinions. Sicknefs ftill prevail-

ing in the Venetian fleet, the admiral was forced to leflen

the number of his (hips, in order to man thofe that re-

mained, after which reduction, the whole combined fleet

amounted to one hundred and feventy gallies, eleven gal-

leaflfes, four galleons, and feven men of war. A fmall

fquadron was fent out to gain intelligence of the enemy's

ftrength, and their account was, that it confided of one
r/
f

S

f
hundred and fifty gallies, upon which Doria difluaded his

'declining to colleagues from any attack, for the following reafons,

fight the which, at the defire of the other admirals, he couched in

enemy. writing ; becaufe the Chriftians were inferior in ftrength
to the enemy, on account of the mortality that had fwept
off fuch numbers of the troops; and becaufe the rowers

were in particular greatly diminiihed, there was no pro-

bability
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bability of fucceeding in their defign, fince the principal
-bulinels of a fea-fight depended upon rightly working the

veflels.

To thofe fuggeflions Colonna anfwered with great fpi-

rit and truth, that the Chriftians were not inferior in

flrength, and admitting they were, that this difference

was more than compenfated by their fuperior fkill : he

then protefted againft Doria's conduct, and called the

Venetian admiral to witnefs, that the misfortunes which

might enfue were to be attributed to Doria only, for whom
he had waited the whole fummer; by whofe mal-conduct

the fleet had been weakened, many opportunities loft,

and the Chriftian arms diigraced : he fcrupled not to de-

clare to Doria, that he mull anfwer with his head the lofs

of Cyprus, which would be the infallible confequence of

his meafures. To this remonftrance the Venetian admi-

ral added, that to the loffes already fuftained from delay,
ftill greater might be added by the uiifteadinefs of Doria's

conduct ;
that former misfortunes, before the junction of

the fleets, might be attributed to the wrong meafures of

individuals ; but that falfe fteps now would necetfarily re-

dound to the difcredit of the whole confederate powers.
"Victory, he faid, depended not upon the number of (hips
and troops, but upon the diligence, the fkill, and the re-

folution of the commanders : it was, therefore, his firm

opinion that they fhould follow the only meafure confift-

ent with honour, reputation, religion, duty, and their en-

gagements : this was fighting the enemy, and not (land-

ing idle fpectacles of the lofs of Cyprus, intailingjpfamy
on the Chriftian arms.

Doria, perceiving that he could not longer oppofe them
without endangering both his honour and life, confented

thev fhould proceed to attack the Turkifh fleet ; but this

refolution was too late, for Muftapha had actually re-

duced Nicofia 1
.

After the walls had been a long time battered, Mufta- Muftapha.

pha (hot, by an arrow, a letter into the city, acquainting Jummons

the befieged that, from his regard to the lives of fuch a ^
lcofiato

number of people, he had abllained from ftorming the

city, although he had it wholly in his power for fix days

pall ; but now the ardour of the foldiery could not be any
longer reftrained : he therefore advifed them, if they re-

garded their own fafety, to come to a fpeedy refolution of

iubmitting to the power they could not withftand. Im-

» Thuan. lib, xlix. Maurocen. lib, v.

mediately
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mediately after this notice he ordered the walls to be foal-

ed in four different places j but he met with a very unex-

pected refinance, the befieged, as if in a fit of defpair,

behaving with an intrepidity which aftonifhed the Turks.
The fight continued for two hours with great vigour,
both fides continuing to relieve thofe who were fatigued
or wounded, by frefh fupplies. At lad night put an end
to the battle, in which above fifteen hundred Turks were
(lain upon the fpot, five hundred prifoners were made, and
about one thoufand carried off wounded m

.

Thus difappointed, Muftapha began to play again upon
the walls with redoubled vigour : he took every meafure
to diftrefs and difpirit the befieged, and to infpire his own
army with hopes, while Dandolo committed the care of
the city to fubordinate officers. At laft the befieged were

quite fpent with the tedioufnefs of the fiege, and the fear-

city of provifions : to this was added, the want of unani-

mity and harmony in their councils. To remedy thofe

evils, a third meilage was fent to Baglioni at Famagofta,
to come with a reinforcement and take the command. He
was inclined to accept the invitation ; but the inhabitants

of Famagofta threatened if he retired to make their own
terms with the enemy. Muftapha had now battered the

walls with all his heavy cannon for feveral days ; breaches

-began to appear, and the townfmen had no farther hopes
of relief, either from Famagofla, or from the inhabitants

of the mountains, all their letters to whom had been in-

tercepted. Muftapha denounced the utmofl feverity of

war, if they did not furrender before he ordered the town
to be ftormed. No anfwer being returned, every thing
was prepared for a general aflault. After his foldiers had
refreffied themfelves with fufficient reft, he ordered the

four towers and baftions to be ftormed with fo much fu-

ry, and in fuch a difpofition, that the front ranks could

not poffibly give way by the numbers pouring in on the

lear. The difpute was obilinate for feveral hours, both

fides feeming determined to conquer or die \ but night a

fecond time mterpofed, and feparated the combatants.

The enemy left the greater number of dead in the breach ;

but the lofs of the befieged was likewife confiderable, fome

of the bed officers being either killed on the fpot, or mor-

tally wounded.

Muit:>pha, perceiving that the city was not to be

ftormed with his prefent force, fent to Pinalis for a rein-

forcement, by means of which, he ailured him, the fiege

rc
Paiuta, lib. i.

would
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would not continue above one day longer. The admiral,
certain of the defigns of the Chriftian fleet, was unwilling
to weaken himfelf by a ftrong detachment; however,

yielding to Muftapha's arguments, he draughted from the

feveral gallies a body of twenty thoufand men, which he
fent to Nicofia, under the command of Hali. Muftapha,
upon receiving this augmentation to his ftrength, refolved

upon another affault : at day-light the army was drawn up
in the trenches ; he bent his main ftrength againft the Nicofm

fortrefs of Podocatora, where, he imagined, it would leaft^"78'^

be expected. In this conjecture he was not deceived ; for

the foldiers who fcaled the walls found the guard fecurely

afleep, the motions of the Turks the preceding night hav-

ing pofferTed them with a full afTurance that they intended

railing the fiege. Here a great number were killed with-

out refiftance ; others, alarmed with the noife, deferted

their pofts in the utmoft confirmation. The count de

Roccas, whofe quarters were at a little diftance, upon the

firfl notice of the attack, armed himfelf, and, with a few-

attendants, flew to the place of action, where, plunging
into the midft of danger, he was killed upon the fpot, after

having confiderably retarded the enemy, and given the

garrifon leifure to recollect their fpirits. His death

damped the ardour of the foldiers, who immediately gav%

way, and at laft fied with precipitation into the midft of
the city. Upon their retreat, the Turks entered in great

numbers, refolving, before they advanced farther, to

fecond the other affaults, by attacking the garrifon In the

rear. The Italian foot, who defended the three remain-

ing baftions, behaved with incredible intrepidity : their

number was fmall ; but that defect was amply compen-
fated by fkill and courage. They every where defeated
the enemy ; but no fooner had they cut ofFone line, than
it was replaced by frefh troops; when at laft they were
forced to retire exhaufted and fatigued. They had de-

feated and repulfed the enemy repeatedly, though aban-

doned by the Cypriots, who fled in the utmoft trepidation
to their own houfes. Dandolo had, upon this occaflon,

difplayed extraordinary activity, courage, and conduct;
had the reft of his carriage been of a piece, the Turks
would probably have been foiled in their attempt : but

,

now his endeavours were too late, they were mafters of

all the outworks which constituted the chief ftrength of

the city : nothing remained but an ineffectual effort to de*

fend themfelves in the market-place, where Dandolo had
drawn up the garrifon. There an obftinate fight

conti-

Mod. Vol. XXIV. T
'

tinued,
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nucd, until, oppreffed frith numbers, Dandolo retired to

the town-hall, where he made a ftand, and feemed deter-

mined to defend himfelf to the la it extremity. The chief"

oilicer of the Turks fummoned the garrifon to Surrender,

promifing thofe their lives who would fubmit before the

The whole artillery was brought ; but during this parley, the Turks

garrifon had broke open the gates, pouring in crowds, putting all

Jl

£
in ' anti to the fword, and among the reft Dandolo, who now

.-'jljl? found that his abilities were exerted too late to be of ufe

to himfelf or his country. The bifhop alfo was among
the (lain, together with a number of gentlemen of the firit

rank in the ifland. Many, however, breaking fword in

hand through the Turks, efeaped to the neighbouring
mountains.

Thus, after a ficge of forty-eight days, the city Nicofia

was taken and plundered *,
a difafter owing chiefly to the

indolence, inactivity, and want of vigour in the governor
and garrifon. There was no fpecies of cruelty, barbarous

lull, infatiable avarice, or brutality, which the Turks did

not commit upon this occafion : matrons, young women,
and children, were violated in the mod fcandalous and

open manner. Old men were murdered in their beds,
fome in churches, and others in the arms of their wives

or children, where they fought for protection, with a view
to excite companion. Thofe who efeaped the fword were
referved for a more miferable death, being dragged in

chains over heaps of their maflacred relations, kindred,
.and countrymen, to peri (h in deplorable dungeons.

Muftapha, putting a ftrong garrifon into Nicofia, fent

back the reinforcement lent him by Pinalis, and be-

gan his march to Famagofta, carrying with him feveral

engines and inflxuments for a fiege, which he had erected

at Nicofia. News of the taking of Nicofia being received

at Famagofta, the governor got every thing in readinefs

for a fiege, ordering all thofe who were unfit to bear arms
to depart the city. Muftaoha, in order to ftrike terror

into the garrifon, ordered Dandolo's head to be placed on
a fpear, and (hewn to them..; but this had no other effect

than to infpire the garrifon with an eager defire of re-

venge. As no intelligence of the Chriftian fleet had been

lately received, the Turks began to apprehend that fome
fatal ftroke was meditated : they determined to fend Coc-

cialobin, a noted pirate and expert feaman, in queft of

them, to procure the bed information poflible. He foon

returned, after having taken a fmall Chriftian bark, which
informed him of the fixed refolution of the admirals to

fight.
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fight. Upon this advice Muftapha called a council, where
Pinalis was of opinion that a general engagement ought

by all means to be avoided : Muftapha and Hali were of

a contrary opinion, regarding this prudent advice as one

of thofe minute maxims which meafures every thing by
its immediate utility. All their views centered in the

glory of their prince, to whom they thought it a difho-

nour that his fleet mould decline battle : their motion was

carried, and the fleet accordingly cleared of every thing
which could poffibly impede the mariners in action n

.

The Chriftian fleet was at Candia, where new conten-

tions arofe among the commanders : thefe terminated in a

feparation of the fleet, Doria remaining at Candia, while

the Venetian and ecclefiaftical fleets failed to Caftel RofTo,
where they received the firft advice of the reduction of

Nicofia : upon this the fleets joined again, and a council

of war was called to deliberate on the necefTary meafures.

Sebaftiano Veniero, Francifco Duodo, and Marco Qui-
rino, three officers of diftinction in the Venetian divifion,

were for attacking the Turks ; a ftep which they aflerted

would have the fame confequences now, as to the fafety
of Cyprus, as before the lofs of Nicofia. Thefe officers

had the liberty of fitting and giving their opinions in

council, but not of voting, which was confined to the

three admirals. Hieronimo Zani and Sforza Palavicini

were of a contrary opinion: they faid, that their failing

now to Cyprus would only be lofing time, which might
be ufefully employed aga'mPc Negropont. This difference

among the Venetian officers was referred to Colonna ; but

the artful conduct of Doria perplexed the council fo much,
that it broke up without coming to any determination. So

high had their divifions run, that Doria again parted from

the other confederates, and retired with the Spanifh fleet

to Sicily, leaving the Venetians, with a flender fquadron
under Colonna, to oppofe the powerful armament com-
manded by Pinalis.

The Venetians determined upon fending fuccours to

Famagofta, the manner of doing which was intruded to

the conduct of M. Quirino and Lodovico Martinenga j

and Zani, leaving a body of two thoufand men in Can-

dia, repaired with the fleet to Corfu : here Colonna, after

having loft half his fleet by ficknefs, parted with the Ve-
netians.

n Paruta, lib. ii.

T 2 Pinalis,
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Pinalis, being eafed from all apprehenfions of an attack,

fet fail for Conitantinople, leaving twelve gallies for the

defence of the ifland, and to prevent Famagolta from re-

ceiving fupplies. In his courie, falling in with two Ve-
netian gallies, commanded by Angelo Suriano and Vin-

centi Priuli, he attacked them, and their brave defenc<

produced an obftinate and bloody engagement. At lad

Priuli, after having for feveral hours withftood the utmoft

efforts of five Turkifii gallies, was killed ; but the lieute-

nant, emulating the fpirit of his fuperior, broke through
the enemy's fleet, and joining Suriano, they both arrived

fafe in Candia.

In the mean time Muftapha, who (laid behind with the

Turkifh army in Cyprus, refolving not to attempt the fiege

in form before the fpring, contented himfelf with block-

ing up the city by little forts, which he erected at proper
A brave diftances. The befieged, taking advantage of this cir-

failyfrom cumt'lance, fallied out with great vigour, forced the ene-
ma^ * '

my's works, putting the garrifons in the forts to the fword,
and totally razing them before fuccours from the camp
could arrive ; but the Turks fuftained a Hill more griev-

ous lofs in the burning of a yacht, laden with rich cloaths,

jewels, and other things of great value, befides many
noble prifoners, whom Muftapha was fending as a prefent
to Selim. The misfortune was occafioned by the courage,
as it is fuppofed, of a captive Cyprian lady on board, who,

preferring death to fervkude, fet the fhip on fire °.

The next endeavour of the befieged was to requeft fup-

plies from Venice. This was a matter of the utmoft dif-

ficulty, as the Turks were in polTeiiion of all the ports and

pafTes ; but Raguzoni, bifhop of the city, willing to rifque
his own life for the prefervaiion of his country, bravely

undertook, and happily effected the enterprize.

A D i C7T.
*n tne fcJlowing year Quirino and fvjartinenga, to whom

"

the care of fupplying Famagofta had been committed,

draughted out of ail the troops in Candia a body of eight
hundred men } which, with provifions and (lores, they

{hipped on board thirteen tranfports under Qnhino. After

a fhort and happy voyage, he arrived in Cyprus, and had

the good fortune to throw the fupplies into the city. The
Turkifh fleet did all in their power to prevent him ; but

Quirino attacked them fo vigoroufty, and they were plied

fo hotly by the cannon of Famagofta, that, after, the lofs

Paruta, lib. ii. Maurocsn. lib. vi.
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of four gallies, they were forced to retire. Scon after

this exploit, Quiriuo took two veiTels laden with provifions
for the Turkifh camp, deftroyed fome works which Muf-

tapha had erected, and then returned to Candia. The
ienate having difgraced Zani for the opinion he had given
in the council of war, promoted Veniero in his room 5

Qjuirino and Zacharia Salamone being appointed prove-
ditors. Zani was fent in chains to Venice to take his

trial ; but he anticipated by a natural death an ignomini-
ous fentence.

Veniero, as foon as he found himfelf inverted with the

command, refolved to neglect no opportunity of diftin-

guifhing himfelf, and ferving his country : nor was Selim
idle. To divide her forces, and diftrefs the republic, he
fent Achmet, bafhaw, with an army of feventy thoufand

men into Albania and Dalmatia : Hali, at the fame time,
was detached with a fquadron of forty fail to harrafs the

iflands of the Archipelago, and fcour the iEgenean fea ;

after which fervice, joining the reft of the fleet, he was to

proceed directly to give battle to Veniero, Muftapha, all

this while, being employed in the fiegeof Famagoila p .

As to the confederacy formed in the preceding year by
the king of Spain, the pope, and the republic, fo many
difficulties had occurred, that it was hitherto of little pre-

judice to the common enemy, and now was like to be en-

tirely diflblved, in deipite of all the endeavours of his ho-

linefs to cement and reconcile the parties. So far did the

pontiff carry his zeal, that he declared, if it fhould be

found neceffary, he himfelf would embark in the fleet,

and expofe his perfon to all dangers. At length his me-
diation had the wifhed for effect ; the treaty was renewed
between Spain, the holy fee, and the republic, each agree-

ing tofurnifh a certain force, until the whole fleet fhould

amount to two hundred gallies and one hundred tranfports :

the army to fifty thoufand foot, and four thoufand horfe,

Don John of Auflria being appointed commander in chief.

The only contention was who fhould have the command v

in the abfence of Don John : Philip's party afTerted, that

the choice fhould be left to the difcretion of the prince ;

but the Venetians, fufpe&ing this to be an artifice to

bring Doria, whom they jurtiy hated, again into office,

determined to refer the difpute to his holinefs, with whofe
diflike to Doria they were well acquainted. The pope's

"on was, that the three fuperior officers fhould (hare

p Paruta, lib ii.
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the command ; but that the ihief direction of affairs mould
re fide in Colonna; a determination that was perfectly

agreeable to the Venetians, who had an entire confidence

in the abilities and integrity of that officer *.

This point being fettled, other difficulties foon occur-

red ; one of the utmoit confequence confided in their

determining where their operations (hould commence,
whether in the Venetian or Spanifh dominions. Philip

infilled, that as he fupported the greater part of the ex-

pence, he had a right to expect: the firft fruits of the

league. The Venetians affirmed, that by thefe means
the league would be a prejudice to their affairs, if, by

giving up Cyprus, they mould go in quell of conquefts
which could never produce any benefit to the republic.
Here the pope interpofed, fending his legate into Spain to

prevail on Philip to recede from fo unreafonable a de-

mand, and to fend Don John of Auftria to take upon him
the command. Pompey Colonna was pitched upon for

this ambaffy, who having laid his inftrueT:ions before Phi-

lip,
was anlwered with protellations of his great zeal for

religion, and affection for the head of Chrill's church :

his late conduct, he faid, was fufficient to evince his in-

clinations, as he had, at a prodigious expence, fitted out

a great fleet, with ten thoufand Germans, eight thoufand

Spaniards, and an equal number of Italians on board, to

oppofe the enemy of Chrillianity : but he feared that thofe

mighty armaments were to little purpofe, as he could not

help fufpecring the fmcerity and good faith of the Vene-
tians. In the firil place, he faid he was affuied that they

had never given up thoughts of peace, and that perpetual
Couriers paffed between Venice and Conflantinople ; he

had therefore reafon to believe that their only defign in

propofing this treaty, was to obtain more eafy terms from

Selim, by forming a llrong combination againfl him. As
to the emperor, he owned, his inclinations might be

good •,
but his ability was too llender to fuffer him to de-

clare againfl fo potent an enemy as the grand feignor.

Colonna, returning with this anfwer, found that new ob-

ilruttions on the fide of his, holinefs had arifen. In the

former league with Charles V. it was flipulated that the

emperor fhould bear half the expence, the Venetians two-
thirds of the remaining half, and his holinefs one-third.

Now the exchequer of the holy fee was fo exhaufled, he

faid, as to be able to bear only a fixth of the expence, the

* Thuan. lib. xhx, Paruta, ubi fupra.
reft
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reft mud be fupplied by Philip and the republic, Againft
this propofal Suriano and Soranzo, the Venetian ambaf-

fadors, exclaimed, faying, that at firft no more than a

fourth was demanded of the Venetians, though, by the

force of intrcaty, and for the honour of the Chriftian

arms, they were induced to advance a third. In fine, it

was ridiculous, they affirmed, for his holinefs to pretend
the want of money, which he had io many eafy methods
of procuring ; as it was a proverbial faying, that the pope's

quill was a rich mint, by one ftroke of which he could

coin v^hat fums he thought proper. But this point the

ambafTadors were conflrained to yield, the league being
eftablifhed upon the fame footing as the preceding

r
.

However, this was no more than an agreement which
Phi p had it in his power to perform, or not, as he pleat-
ed ; and, indeed, it was apparent by the little preparation
he made, that his quota would fall greatly fnort of his en-

gagements. From hence Mocenigo, the doge, who had The doge

always been averfe to breaking with the Turks, found an and a jar-

opportunity of more ftrongly recommending pacific mea- ty™ t'ie

fures : he affirmed, that the republic was only the tool of
arefor

C

Spain, to make a diverfion which fhould withdraw the making
Turkifti forces from affifting the Moors in Granada. It peace with

feafonably fell out that Mahomet, the grand vizir, who s*"'m*

had always given proofs of his regard for the Venetians,
had upon this occafion fignified, that Selim was difpofed
to liften to reafonable propositions. This notice was joy-

fully embraced by the greater part of the fenate ; and it

was refolved that Jacomo Raggozini, a man well lkilled

in the Turkifti conftitution, mould be fent to Conftanti-

nople, under pretence of fettling a cartel for the exchange
of prifoners. Now the face of affairs took a different

turn ; thofe who thought they could make fome advantage
of the neceffity of the republic, faw plainly, from the fpi-
rit of her ambaffadors, that her whole views centered not

in the league. Accordingly the pope difpatched an envoy
to Venice, who, from his integrity, ability, and public

character, he doubted not would be able to repair the late

breach, and reconcile the differences between the confe-

derates. This was Colonna, who employed his elo-

cution and addrefs fo effectually, that, in fpite of a very
warm oppofition in the fenate, the league which he pro-

pofed was approved, and foon after ratified *.

» Thuan. ubi fqpra.
rocen. lib. vi.
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This treaty imported, that a perpetual league and alli-

ance, ofFenfive and defenGvc, fhould uke place between
his holinefs Pitts V. his catholic majefly Philip of Sp
and his ferene highnefs IViocenigo, doge of Venice, againil

Selim, emperor of the Turks. It was flipulated, that the

allies fhould not only attack the common enemy in the

dominions immediately in his pofTeUion, but likcwife Tri-

poli, Tunis, Algiers, and other cities tributary to the

Turks on the coait of Barbary ; that when no expedition
for the common benefit was intended, the Venetians
fhould aflift Philip in Barbary with fifty gallies, well pro-
vided ; that in the fame circumflances he fhould fupply
the republic with an equal number, upon any attack

within the gulf of Venice, from La Valora extending

along the coad: to the city of Venice. It was farther

agreed, that the operations of every campaign fhould be

fettled the autumn preceding, the pope being appointed
arbiter in all differences which might arife ; and that

none of the allies fhould even hint at a feparate peace
without the joint confent of all the parties. A place was
left for the emperor, the kings of France and Portugal,
to embrace the league if they chofe to accede l

.

This treaty of alliance was made public on the I ith of

June, with the ufual formalities j then the fenate entered

upon confutations with the allies concerning the opera-
tions of the war, and what inftruclions fhould be given to

their admirals. It was determined immediately to hazard

a battle, the iiTue of which would probably alter the fen-

timents of thofe who attributed the long continuance of

the war to the delays of the Spaniards, and hkewife eafe

the allies of the heavy burthen of new levies, and the aug-
mentation of ftores and (hipping. It was likewife decreed,
that the war mould be conducted with fpirit and activity *,

and that fuch bold ftrokes as in other cafes might precipi-
tate into deftruction, would, in this war, be the furcfl

means of fafety and conqueft. It was farther determined,
to give Venicri orders to omit no opportunity o( fighting
the enemy, even before the junction of the allies, pro-
Tided they were not unreasonably fuperior in firength :

the fame orders were fent to Colonna by the pope. Em-
baffies were difpatched to the emperor, and to the kings
of Poland and Portugal, to invite them into the league,
which negociations the pope took upon himfelf.

Tbuan. ubi fupra*

Amidffi
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Amidft thefe preparations Muftapha was not idle in Cy-

prus : having Cent to Nicofia for his cannon, he broke up
his winter-quarters, and removed his camp to Famagofta.

Forty thoufand foldiers, labourers, and pioneers were

employed in repairing the works deftroyed by the beiieg-
ed : he alfo drew trenches round the city, and raifed bat-

teries of bombs and cannon, with which he played vigor-

ously on the garrifon. The number of the befieged
amounted to four thoufand foot, and eight hundred horfe,
behdes three thoufand of the townfmen and peafants in

arms, and two hundred Albanians, who performed not-

able fervice. Antonio Bragadino had the fupreme direc-

tion ; Baglioni was the next in command. The former
was governor of the citadel

*,
Neftor Martinenga was gene-

ral of the artillery; and LaurentioTiepoli had an honour-
able rank and great authority. The Turkifh works were

profecuted with fpirit, and daily approaches were made
towards the ramparts. As foon as they had completed
ten little forts round the city, in which were placed their

heavieft cannon, they played with fury on the walls, bat-

tering the whole fouth fide of the city for feveral days
without intermiffion. Over this attack Muftapha prefided
in perfon ; nor did the garrifon oppofe him with lefs vi-

gour. For four days both fides continued to fire with

unremitting fury, when the befieged made a partition of

the command, ailigning certain diftri&s to each of the

fuperior officers. The Turks fent a trumpet with letters

to the garrifon-, but Baglioni returned him with an an-

fwer full of refolution and defiance. On the following
day, after a warm action, letters were found in the foffe,

fummoning the inhabitants to furrender, and promifing
them full fecurity of their freedom and property ; but, in-

ftead of complying, the garrifon exerted themfelves with
redoubled efforts, and fo hotly charged the enemy with

great and fmall arms, that it was faid their lofs amounted
to thirty thoufand men, befides feveral batteries difmount-
ed : however, apprehending a fcarcity of ammunition,
they limited the number of charges to every gun, hoping
by this caution to make their powder laft until they could
receive fupplies from Candia.

At length, after great Uaughter, the Turks carried their

approaches to the bottom of the walls ; upon which they
let about filling the ditch with the utmoft diligence, which
the befieged left no means untried to oppofe. A kind of
fconces were contrived by Joannes Mormeri to defend
them from the (hot of the enemy

-

9 but he being unfortu-

nately
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nately killed, the Turks became matters of the ditc

here they erected works to fcreen them from the fire of

the garrifon, placing before them large facks of wool and
earth. Thus covered they began to lap the walls, and to

open mines, which the befieged often rendered ufelefs by
countermines, at the fame time retarding the operations of

the befiegers by perpetual ikirmilhes, ialiies, and a con-
tinued fire of mufquetry and cannon. Baglioni exerted

himfelfina manner altogether incredible: his refolution

and courage furmounted every hazard and fatigue : in

body and mind he feemed invincible, being every where

prefent, and directing the vigour and intrepidity of the

foldiers with admirable conduct", magnanimity, and pre-
fence of mind. He animated, exhorted, and fpirited his

men to action by his voice and example : the languid he

excited, comforted thofe that were opprelTed with wounds
or wearinefs, and praifed and rewarded the brave and

perfevering.

jsn ajfault
At length the mine under the parapet was fired, which

given, in blew up with fuch an explofion as equally terrified the
<whhh tht

befiegers and befieged. A breach was made in the walls,T"^ which the Turks ftorming, met with a refinance they
itpuje .

yltl fe expected, Baglioni, afTembling his men, attacked

the afiailants with fuch fury, that they were driven head-

long from the breach : they renewed the aflault, and

were a fecond time repulfed ; not difcouraged, they
mounted the breach in greater numbers, imagining their

perfeverance would tire out the befieged ; but in this hope

they were deceived, for Baglioni had fo well concerted

his meafures with the other officers, that the fatigued and
wounded were carried off, and their places fupplies with

frefti troops from the other quarters. After five fuccef-

five attacks, all the endeavours of the Turks were fru-

flrated, and they were compelled to abandon the breach

with prodigious {laughter. The lofs on the fide q{ the

befieged would have been inconfiderable, had it not been

for the death of two brave officers, the count Giovanni

Francifco Goro, and Bernardino Eugebino : their grcatcft
diftrefs arofe from the fatigue endured from the time

the Turks became matters of the ditch. In the day

they were continually employed in difturbing the ope-
rations of the enemy, and at night in repairing the

breaches made by the miners and furious difcharge
of heavy cannon. On the eighth day after the laft af-

fault, a new mine was fprung, which blew up with fo

much fuccefs, that feveral yards of the wall were entirely
carried

...
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carried away, and a breach made fufficient to admit

twenty men abreafl. To this both the aflailants and de-

fendants flocked, with a fury almoft incredible ; hope and

defire of conqueft impelling the former, while defpair,

and the lad efforts of expiring liberty animated the latter.

The combat was incredibly obftinate and bloody •,
at

length the Turks gave way, and were foon after totally

routed and driven before the garrifon. On this occafion

the women, children, and clergy fought like foldiers,

annoying the enemy with fcalding water, burning ful-

phur, and pitch, with a fury not to be paralleled in hi-

ftory. The bilhop of Limiffo, with a crofier in his hand,
flood in the breach exhorting, intreating, and animating
the troops with temporal and fpiritual arguments. In

fhort, their enthufiaftic courage furmounted every diffi-

culty ; and the Turks, aitonifhed at fo much bravery,
found the garrifon impregnable againft human ftrength,
and to be conquered only by delay. For this reafon they
determined to be lefs frequent in affaults, which had cofc

them the lives of fo many thoufand foldiers : however, after

their artillery had played for feveral days with fome fuccefs

upon the walls, another mine was fprung, by which the

counterfcarp was totally demolifhed. A body of four thou-

fand janizaries was chofen to enter the breach, which

they did with great intrepidity, being fupported by an-

other corps of fix thoufand felect foldiers. The refi fiance

of the befieged was equal to what might have been ex-

pected from their former valour. But the event did not

correfpond. After a violent conflict for three hours the TheTurks

Turks remained in pofieffion of the counterfcarp, the be- satn

fieged being forced to abandon it through wearinefs and rcarp.

"

want of numbers : their retreat, however, was made with

iuch order, and after fo obftinate a refi (lance, that the

victors had little to boaft of the advantage they had gain-
ed. Two thoufand had been blown up by the ingenious
but horrible contrivance of Baglioni, who fprung a coun-

termine as foon as the enemy had mounted the breach.

By lofing the counterfcarp the garrifon was expofed to

perpetual watchings, and fatigues in raifing new defences

againft the befiegers, and maintaining conftant fallies to

impede their progrefs. The Turks were indefatigable;

they had now brought the whole camp to the very walls ;

they were induftrioufly erecting works to cover their far-

ther approaches; and conftructing batteries for driving the

befieged from the polls they poflefl'ed. Nor were the de-

fendants lefs afliduous in filling up all the breaches with

hides,
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hides, wet earth, wool, and other materials. Ih -this

employment the induflry, vigilance, and fpirit of the

women were amazing : they divided themfelves into

. troops, and, without regarding quality or fex, flood up
in the defence of liberty, by labouring in the molt fervile

occupations. Females of the firft iaihion might be feen

fweating under loads of earth, heavy flones to repair the

walls, or water to extinguifh the flames kindled by the

bombs thrown into the city. After feveral fruitlefs at-

tempts upon the gates, the enemy took a (horter method,

by throwing, with great force, burning torches into the

town, which feizing hold of the houfes, took off the at-

tention of the befieged from the outworks. So dreadful

a fmoke was raifed, that the Turks, unfeen, began to

open another mine; but dill the vigilance of Baglioni

prevailed ; and, by fpringing another fuccefsful counter-

Tamine in mine, he fruftrated the attempts of the enemy. At
the city, length famine was like to effect what foiled all the endea-

vours of the befiegers. Corn, wine, and provifions hav-

ing been long confumed, the garrifon had, for feveral

days, drank vinegar mixed with water initead of wine,
and eat the moil naufeous animals in the place of their

ufual provifions. Thefe inconveniencies were chearfully

fupported ; the foldiers murmured not becaufe their offi-

cers fet the example by fharing every hardfhip : but now
every kind of provifions was exhausted, and they mult
either fubmit or flarve. The Italians in garrifon were
reduced from four thoufand to one fourth of that number,
moft of them having died, not by the fword, but of

loathfome difeafes, the confequence of bad living. The
Greeks were proportionably diminifhed; calamities which
at laft began to ftagger the refolution of the inhabitants.

In this extremity they prefented a petition to Bragadino
and Baglioni, requefting them not to carry their obfti-

nacy to the total deftruction of the city, the maflacre of

their wives, children, and all that was dear to them.

They remonftrated, that their
fidelity

or conftancy could

never be accufed, as they had fupported every evil, and
braved every danger as long as the jeaft hope of relief or

liberty remained ; but that now thefe were extinguifhed,
and it was unreasonable to puifue a plan of conduct that

rnuit, in a few days, terminate their lives by famine or

the fword. At prefent it was probable that Muftapha
would grant honourable terms, which was more than they
could poflibly expect after the garrifon was weakened
with ficknefs, famine, and fatigue*

To
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• To tins petition Bragadino anfwered in a courteous and

obliging manner. He commended their courage, foothed

their defpair, and allured them, that if the fuccours he

expected did not foon arrive, he would take every pre-
caution to fave the lives and freedom of men deferving of

the higheft honours. Thus all again determined to wait

the event of the general's promife.
The Turks having now finilhed their works, fprung a

mine under the citadel, by which a confiderable opening
was made, which they attempted to ftorm, but were re-

pulfed by the fuperior courage of the befieged. Next day
another aflault was given, in which, after a (harp conflict

of fix hours, the Turks were again defeated with great
lofs. At lait powder failed the befieged, and they were
reduced to a few charges only : provisions had long been '

wanting ; and they .iow had intelligence that Barzotti Bar-

baro, coming with fupplies from Candia was (hipwrecked.
In fhort, every thing contributed to conquer the fpirit of

this brave garrifon, they were finally compelled to propofe
terms of capitulation. Accordingly a treaty was fet

Capitulates
on foot, and hoftages were exchanged. Commiffioners on honour-

for fettling the articles having met, the following terms a
! le con&~

were agreed to by both parties : that the officers and fol-
tlQnSm

diers mould march out with all the honours of war, and
be conveyed in fafety to Candia, under an efcort of three

Turkifh gallies •,
and that the inhabitants (hould remain in

the free ufe of their religion, untouched in their property,
and in full porTeflion of their freedom. Thefe conditions,

having been mutually ligned, the garrifon marched out,
and the foldiers embarked on board the (hips provided for

them by Muftapha. Next day Bragadino went to pay his

compliments to Muftapha, attended by Baglioni, Marti-

nenga, and fome of the chief officers. At firft they met
with a civil reception, Muitapha ordering a feat to be

placed for Bragadino on his own right hand. They foon

entered into dilcourfe about the prifoners; and Muftapha
taxing Bragadino with fome violences committed by the

garrifon during the fufpenfion granted for fettling a capi-

tulation, Bragadino, with a generous difdain, denied the

charge, calling it falfe and defigning. Upon which Mufta* The barba-

pha, rifing up in a fury, ordered him to be bound hand and ritJ °f

foot, and the others to be maflacred before his face. Bra- MufiaP"a*

gadino was referved for a more cruel treatment ; after be-

.ing infulted with the moll opprobrious language ; after

undergoing the molt excruciating tortures ; after having
his ears, nofe, and lips cut off, his neck was ftretched

upon
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upon a block, and trampled upon by the daftardly Mufla-

pha, who afked him where was now that Chrifl whom he

worfhipped, and why he did not deliver him out of his

hands ? At the fame time the foldiers on board the fleet

were defpoiled of every thing, and lafhed to the oars.

This day's work being finifhed, Muflapha entered the city,

where he gave immediate orders that Tiepolo fhould be

hanged upon a gibbet. Before Bragadino had recovered

from his wounds, he was carried in derifion to all the

breaches made in the walls, loaded with buckets filled

with earth and mortar, and ordered to kifs the ground as

often as he patted by Muflapha ; a fpeclacle that raifed

pangs of companion in the callous hearts of the meaneft
Turkifh foldiers, but could not move the obdurate breafl

of the brutal Muflapha. This brave Venetian was after-

wards cooped up in a cage, and ignominioufly hung to a

fail-yard in one of the gallies > where his intrepid foldifcrs

were chained to the oars. This fight rendered them almofr.

furious: they exclaimed againflthe bafenefs, the treachery
of Muflapha : they called aloud for revenge, and

defire^l
to be fet at liberty, that they might, even without arms,
refcue their brave general, and inflidr. the deferved punifh-
ment upon their mean, daflardly, and cowardly foes.

Their requefl was anfwered with cruel lafhes ; Bragadino
was taken down, conducted to the market-place, amidd
the din of trumpets, drums, and other warlike inftru-

ments, where he was flayed alive. His fkin was hung, by
way of trophy, to the fail-yard of a galley, fent round all

the coafts to infult the Venetians. In this manner periflied
the intrepid Bragadino, who fullered equally by the fhame-
ful procraftination of the republic, and the barbarity of a

brutal enemy (A). His head, with thofe of Andrea Bra-

gadino bis brother, Lodovico Martinenga, and the brave

Quirino, were fent as prefents to Selim. As for Hercules

Martinenga, he efcaped the firft fury of Muflapha, re-

« (A) He bore his fufferings to his navel, the force applied
with fuch an admirable con- by the executioner made the

ftancy, that even in the midit blood flream out ; upon which,
of torments, he calmly reafon- with amazing firmnefs, he cried

ed with Muflapha upon the out upon Chrift's furTerings.
duties of honour, virtue, and But thefeare fcenes we cannot

a foldier. He then taxed him defcribe without horror. The
with perfjdy, cruelty, and cow- reader may fee them at large

ardice, qualities the leafl be- in Paruta, Mauroceni, andother

coming a general of all men. Venetian hiflorians.

After his fkin was pulled down
nounced
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nounced his religion, and entered into the fervice of Selim,
where he, in a fhorttime, arrived at high honours.

The reduction of Famagofta was an advantage of high

confequence to the Turks. By poffefling it, they became
abfolute matters of the rich, fertile, and famous ifland of

Cyprus. The conqueft coil them, from their firft landing,
about a hundred thoufand lives, and many officers of the

firft rank and merit in the Turkifh fervice.

During thefe transactions in Cyprus, that the Chriftians

might not be lefs employed in other parts, the baftiaw of

Negropontput to fea in June with a formidable fleet, and
arrived in the night at Malacca, a port of Candia, unper-
ceived by the inhabitants. Another Turkifh fleet failed

to the gulf of Suda, where they wafted, burnt, and de~

ftroyed all the neighbouring villages, carrying off a great
number of the inhabitants into flavery. The Venetians

collected about thirty gallies to oppofe the enemy, from
which defign they were diverted by a ftorm. In the mean
time, Uchali fcizing the opportunity, fent forty gallies
towards Rattimo, where landing the troops, the moil beau-

tiful of cities was taken and burnt, after the conquerors
had loaded themfelves with rich booty. Leaving this place,

they made an attempt, with very different fuccefs,upon Ca-

nu, a port in Candia, where they were fo warmly attacked

by Francifco Juftiniano, that they retired with the lofs of

four thoufand men. Hence the fquadron (leered to the Motions of

ifland of Cerigo, which was defolated with a barbarous *** Turkifh

fury ; as if to revenge their late difgrace, they would com- '

mit the moft enormous barbarities on the weak and de-

fencelefs.

All this while Veniero lay with the bulk of the Vene-
tian fleet at Corfu, waiting to be reinforced, and impatient
of delay. From thence he detached fome gallies to bring-
him advice of the motions and ftrength of the enemy.
They returned with intelligence, that the Turks were
failed to Zacyntho. Afterwards Troni was fent out to

procure farther advice ; but being driven out of his courfe

by a ftorm, he fell into the hands of the enemy. As foon
as the Turks had learnt of Troni, that the Venetian fleet

lay at Corfu, they determined to fail in queft of it : but
Veniero knowing his inferior ftrength, retired to Medina,
in order to be joined by the confederates. The Turks af- Thy lay

terwards, making a defcenton the iflands of Zacyntho and w^' Ci *

Cephalonia, carried off prifoners to the amount of fix
P£

aIoma>

thoufand fouls ; fleering from thence to Batrinto, where

they



ters Alba-

nia*

28 £ <Ihe Hiftory of Venice.

ATurhfh they expected to overtake Veniero *
Difappointed in thi»

•jy/J" expectation, they directed their courfe to Albania, whi-
ther Achmet, the beglerbeg of Greece, had come with
numerous forces, to fupprefs fome infurreclions which

appeared among the Stradiots in favour of the republic.
Achmet marched to Scutari at the head of a choice body
of infantry : but finding himfelf too weak to enter upon
action, he fent for a reinforcement to the fleet. Accord-

ingly forty gallies, filled with foldiers, were detached to

his afllltance. In their route, this fquadron met with twc*

Venetian gallies, whom they took, after a warm conteft.

Soon after fome Venetian tranfports fell in their way, and
became an eafy prey.

Having received this reinforcement, Achmet marched
to Delringo, to which he laid fiege with a numerous army
and train of artillery ; the fleet alfo was detained to block

up the harbour, and a galley difpatched toUchali to affifl

his fquadron. This officer, after having feized upon fome
of the republic's merchantmen, failed in company with
Hali to the coait of Dalmatia, where the latter landing
with a ftrong corps, attacked Soppoto, and took it after a

very gallant refinance, in which he loft a great number of

men : here the whole garrifon was put to the fword, the

town plundered, and then deferted. Emanuel Mormori,

by whofe bravery the city had been taken from the Turks
the preceding year, became now their prifoner and flave.

From hence Hali went to Durazzo, where he was joined

by Uchali.

Sarra Ivlartinenga commanded in Delringo : he hacUong
ferved in the French army, where he acquired great repu-
tation ; but peace with Spain enfuing, and the civil wars

being compofed, he returned to Venice, and was appointed
to the government of this city. He now (hewed himfelf

deferving of the truft repofed in him : with a {lender gar-

rifon, ill provided, he flood a fiege of thirty days againft
a potent enemy. The intrepid conduct of Hermalao Tie-

polo had twice, with great hazard, relieved him with

fcanty fupplies of water. After having fulfilled every duty
which his country, his honour, and courage required, he

was at length forced to yield to numbers, and the extre-

mity to which he was reduced
*,
but he capitulated upon

honourable terms, having flipulated for all the honours of

war, the ctFeCls of the foldiers, and hoflages for the fe-

* Paruta, lib. iu

curity
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-entity of the liberty and property cf the citizens. Tliefe

articles were kept no better than thoie at pamagofta, al-

though the breach of them arofe from no treachery of Ach-
met. The naval officers had claimed a (bare in the reduc-

tion of Delringo, a circumftanee which fo highly incenled

Achmet, who alone had undergone all the fatigue of the

fiege, that he admitted his troops within the walls, where

they immediately fell to plundering. The naval officers,

equally defirous of iharing the booty as the glory with

Achmet, landed a large body of-. Teamen, who joined in

Tacking the town and mafiacring the garriibn, until not a

foul eicaped alive befides Martinenga and Hieronymo Ve-

niero, who were faved by the humanity of the bafhaw b
.

Martinenga has been blamed by fome hiftorians for Turren-

dering the town fponer than his fituation required, but

unjuflly, for, at the time of capitulation, he was confined
to his bed, and when alked concerning the capitulation,

laid, that a man deprived of the ability of fighting, had
no opinion.

In the mean time theTurkifh officers confulted whether
fo late in the feafon they might venture upon the fiege of
Catharra ; but as thev could come to no refolution, they
ient to Constantinople for the grand feignor's orders. That
the intermediate time might not be wafted, Caracofa, a

captain of pirates, and Uchali, baffiaw of Algiers, were
lent with a fquadron cf forty gallies

to make an attempt
on Caftelnuovo, and then on Carzola. The former of
theie towns was commanded by Antonio Ealbi, who, upon
fight of the enemy, offered to fubmit, for which pufilani-

mity he was defervediy ftigrnatized with perpetual banilh-

ment* What rendered his difgrace the more remarkable

was, that the women of.the place, perceiving his and the

garrifon's intention to furrendcr, feized upon their arms,
ihields, and coats of mail, and mounting the ramparts,
headed by RoiTello Dalmatino a prieft, by their hoftile ap-
pearance faved the city from an attack, the Turks direct-

ing their courfe to Leffitfa, which was deferted by the go-
vernor, who retired into the citadel on the enemy's
approach. The Turks fet fire to the town, and pil-

laged the illand
-,

but they were attacked by the inhabi-

tants, and driven with (laughter to the fleet c
.

In this manner ended the operations of the campaign.
By the enfuing Tpring Colonna had got in readinefs his

* Paruta, ubi fupra. Thuan. lib. xlix. c Paruta, lib.

ii. Thuan. lib.xlix.
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complement of twelve gallics, with which he fet fail for

Meffina : here waited Vcnicro, with intention of joining

him, but that officer was detained at Corfu by various ac-

cidents. Colonna, underilanding that the Venetian fleet

was in great danger from the vicinity of the Turkifh admi-

ral, fent repeated meffages to Veniero to fet fail' for Sicily,
which he did as foon as the fituation of affairs would per-
mit. Mean while Don John of Auflria, having finifhed

the war in Granada, arrived at Barcelona, and there cm-

barking two regiments, fet fail for Genoa. After affem-

bling fome troops here, and getting ready a number of gal-
lies and tranfports, he {leered for Meffina, to join Veniero
and Colonna, leaving Doria and the marquis of Santa Cruz

Don John to bring up the remainder of the army and fleet. He ar-

of Auftria rjveci at Meffma after a ihort and profperous voyage, and

^combined
was welcomed by the two confederate admirals, and the

fittu \oxlq\ acclamations of the foldiers and mariners d
. Next day-

he called a council of war, at which were prefent Veni-

ero, Colonna, Lodovico Requefnes, lieutenant in the ab-

fence of Doria, Pompey Colonna, and Agoftino Barba-

rigo. He opened the council with a fhort apology for

the delays on the part of his Catholic majeity ; laid before

them the number and condition of his forces, which con"

fifted of twenty-two thoufand foot, of which- eight thou-

fand eight hundred were Spanrfh, eleven thoufand Italians,

and the remainder Germans, with a numerous artillery,

ninety gallies, and twenty-two tranfports. He then la-

mented the Hate of affairs, complained of the furmifes

which had been fpread, equally injurious' to Philip and his

own honour. He faid, that the dehre of avoiding battle

was not the caufe of the delays, which were owing to real

and infurmountable difficulties; that the moment thefe

had ceafed, the fleet and army were got w}th the utmoft

expedition in readinefs, and now it was their bufinefs, he

ibid, to recover the loft time by a double portion of in-

duftry, activity, and fceal. Veniero" and Colonna returned

him thanks for his obliging apology ; and the former

imagining there was no other impediment, propofed that

they mould immediately feek the enemy. To this deGgn
Don John objected, under the fame pretexts offered the

year before by Doria, although he was fenfible that the

harbours, towns, and territories of the republic were

groaning under all the feverities of a cruel and rigorous
war. He faid, that it would be folly to leave Meflina be-

<* Thuan. lib. xlix.
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fore the whole fleet was joined, as the enemy were greatly

fuperior in ftrength and number of mips : nor would he

permit the Chriitian fleet, in which confided the public

fecurity, to be precipitated into manifeft danger.
As foon as the Turks understood that the combined fleet

was at Medina, they weighed anchor from Catharra, and
failed to Corfu, where they continued fifteen days, plun-

dering the villages and fuburhs of the towns, without at-

tempting to lay liege to any fortified place. Towards the

beginning of September they fleered for Conftantinople,

ravaging Cephalonia a fecond time with all the horrors of

war. Stopping in the gulf of Lepanto, they fent to Se-
lim for farther inftructions; and in the meanwhile de-

tached the famous pirate Caragiali in queft of the Chrif-

tian fleet, to procure the belt intelligence poflible •,
but

after his return the feafon was 'fo far advanced, that,

imagining no flcps would for this year be taken by the con-

federates, the corfairs of Barbary were difmifled, to the

number of forty gallies. The bafhaw, leaving Hali in the

gulf of Lepanto with one hundred and
fifty gallies, went

to Conftantinople to fpend the winter c
.

Mean while the lixty gallies, left in Candia for the relief

of Famagofta, hearing of the fate of that>unhappy city, fet

fail for Medina, agreeable to Veniero's orders. Upon
their arrival the whole Venetian fleet amounted to one
hundred and nine gallies, and fix men of war. Then the

admirals met to confult on their operations : Veniero

prefied Don John of Auftria, that, laying afide all hesita-

tion and delay, the Turkifh fleet might be attacked, fay-

ing, that if they avoided battle they fhould by all endea-

vours be reduced to the necedity of fighting. Here Don
John again raifed doubts and fcruples ; and though he did

not openly oppofe the propofition, yet he waited the time

that might have been better employed in action. He made
fuch objections, fowed fuch diffenfions among the officers,

and fo confounded their meafures, that no plan could be

propofed that did not meet with its cavillers and oppo-
nents. Some, magnifying the ftrength of the Turkifh

fleet, recommended caution, ciicumfpeclion, and deli-

berate counfelsj others, on the contrary, were for giving
battle at all events ; and this opinion they fupported with

arguments drawn from the necedity of affairs, the circum

dances of both fides, the honour of the Chriftian flee?,

• Maurocen> lib. vi,
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the intention of the confederacy, and the articles of the

treaty.
Thefe fentiments were frequently repeated in council

before a full arlembly of general officers, and they were

fupported by the earned exhortations of the pope's legate
on board, who gave them the ftrongeft affurances of vic-

tory, through the mediation of the prayers of his holinefs.

Don John At laft, overcome with fliame, Don John of Auftria ptib-

re/oivesto licly gave orders that every thing fhould be got ready for

*%**• engaging This order was received with the joyful accla-

mations of the whole fleet, efpccially of the Venetians,
who wanted nothing fo much as to revenge the many bar-

barities committed by the infidels. The prince examined
the condition of every ihip, the number of her crew, arid

the Rate of her (lores, arms, and provifions with the moil
minute prccifion. The Venetian fleet was found well pro-
vided in every thing befides men, of whom a great number
had perifhed by ficknefs. To remedy this deficiency four

thoufand of his troops were diftributed among the Vene-
tian gallics. The fleet was then drawn up in order of

battle, in which manner it proceeded againft the enemy,
with all poilible caution, in four divifions, each diftin-

guifhed by a flag. Three divifions compofed the van :

the fourth continued in the rear, as a body of referve.

The divifion on the right, compofed of
fifry gallies, was

commanded by Doria 5 that on the left, confifting of an

equal number, by Agoftino Barbarigo •,
Don John himfelf

kept the center ;
and the rear, confiding of thirty gallies,

was committed, to the conduct of Alvaro Uaflano. Six

large Venetian men of war were towed in front, two be-

ing placed before each divifion to fuftain the fir ft effort of

the enemy, and to annoy them with their heavy artillery :

ten gallies befides were Rationed without the line to pro-
vide for all fudden emergencies, and againft all accidents;
and eight gallies were difpatched under Colonna to recon-

noitre the enemy, and bring advice of their difpofition
f

.

In this order the Chriilian fleet arrived on the 18th of

September at Capo delle Colonne, where they were de-

tained for three days by contrary winds. Veniero pro-

pofed they mould (leer for Cephalonia, in order to inter-

cept the Turkiih fleer, which, from the lateft accounts,
was at Corfu, and force them to engage. Don John was
of a contrary opinion : he preferred failing directly zo

f Tbuan. lib. xlix.
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Corfu with the whole fleet, and his opinion prevailed.

Accordingly Baffano was difpatched to Tarento, and Ca-

nalis to Galipoli,. with orders to take fome troops on board

at thofe places, and proceed directly to Corfu. Then

weighing from Capo delle Colonne, the fleet arrived in

four days at Corfu. Thence proceeding to the continent,

they put into the port of Gominezzc, where they weic

joined by Andrada, who returned with advice that the'

Turks were in the gulf of Lepanto, and had detached fixty

fail either to Conftantiople or the coaft of Barbary, for

corn and other provifions.
All this time the infidels exerted the utmofl diligence Prepara-

in procuring intelligence, and ftrengthening their fleet for '»•« of tin

action. Having fome advice of the motions of the Chrif-
iur'iS '

tianSj the bafhaw returned to the fleet, recalled the pira-
tical auxiliaries which he had difmiffed, and all the other

fquadrons detached on different purpofes. Caragiali was

intrepid enough to fail in the night, with a fmall fquadron,

through the combined fleet, to examine their number,
fituation and defigns. He even had the prefumption to

land within (hot of the allies, and tvike prifoncrs a body of

foldiers, who ilroiled about the more, little fufpecling an

enemy. From them the neccflary intelligence was pro-
cured ; upon which it was debated whether or not battle

fhould be offered. Parthi, fangiac of Negropont, an of-

ficer of great merit and experience in naval affairs, argued

llrenuoully againft hazanding a battle at this juncture ;

but he was oppofed by the majority, and indeed over-

ruled by the laif inffvucHons of Selim, which were read

in council, importing that they (hculd fcizc the fir It opr
portunity of fighting the enemy.

This refolution being formed, Mahomet was difpatched
into the inner parts of the gulf of Lepanto, to collccl: as

many troops and (hips as could polhbly be gpt together
He drew from the neighbouring garrifons about four thou-

fand hoifemen, whom he difmounted and put pn board

the fleet. Mahomet, fangiack of Mprea, fent alfo fifteen

hundred difmounted troopers to ierve on board. Then Ca-

racofa, a renowned pirate, was detached for intelligence.
In the mean time a trivial oceurrence had like to have The confe-

difiblved the league, and given the Turks all the advan- deracy

tagethey could dctire. One of the commiflioners, a Spa-
™0tt

$.

niard, appointed by Don John of Auftria, for victualling almoft broke
t.he fleet, had behaved with great arrogance towards many off by atri-

of the Venetian officers : upon which Veniero reprehended wat occur-

him gently j but the fellow retorting abufe and fcurrility,
r£nce-

3 the
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the Venetian gave orders he mould be fuzed. The coro-

miflioner, afime'd by fome other Spaniards, not only re-

lated, but flew the oflicer in the difcharge of his duty,
an outrage which fo highly incenfed Vehiero, that he or-

dered the commiflioner and his accomplices irnmedi

to be hanged at the yard-arm, without
corlfultirig

Don
John. The Spanifh general conGdered this ftep as an in-

tuit upon his authority ; and his indignation received ad

ditional fuel from the remon (trances of the Spaiiifb

cers, efpecially Doria, who hoped from thence to breed

fuch diffenfions as might fruftrate the refolution of the

council, and even difToIve the confederacy. They infilled

upon fatisfadtion ; but the moderation and prudence of

Colonna and Barbarigo healed the wounds made by the

impetuous and warm temper of Veniero, and baffled all

the endeavours of Dcria to bring this affair to an open
rupture. They fo (Irongly recommended the neceflity of

unanimity to Don John, that he was reconciled to Ve-

niero, and determined to profecute the plan laid down in

council g
.

But the Spanifh officers, ever averfe to a battle with the

Turks, raifed new cavils, by propofing that the fleet

flioulrl inveft fome of the cities lately taken by the Turks
on the coafl of Dalmatia. Such a ftep, they faid, would
draw Parthi out of the gulf of Lepanto to the fuccour of

the place, when they could engage him to more advan-

tage than in a narrow channel. Although this advice was

plaufible, the Venetians eafiiy perceived that the ultimate

intention of it was to avoid a battle; they therefore infifted

on purfuing the former refolution, and failing immediately
to the mouth of the gulf, when, beyond doubt, the im-

patient and haughty difpofition of the Turks would induce

them to come out and engage. A third proportion was,
that they mould lay afkle all contention about things of

little importance, and unanimously attack Navarra and

Modon, by the reduction of which they would reap utility

and glory. It was probable that the Turks would attempt
the relief of thofe towns : if they did, there would be an

opportunity of fighting *,
if not, the furrender of places fo

important would pave the way for an infurre&ion in the

Morea, where the inhabitants were quite opprefied \
Agreeable to this propofal, a refolution was formed of

failing directly to the Morea, and there determining ope-
rations by circumftances. The fleet weighed from the

* Thuan. lib. xiix. Paruta, lib, ii h Maurocen. lih. v.
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coaft of Albania, and failing in the order we have before

defcribed, purfued its courie to Cephalonia. The fame
miliake prevailed in both fleets, each imagining that the

other would decline coming to action. When the Turks
were at Santa Maura, the confederates lay at Curfotari ;

from whence the enemy could be defcried, Don John of

Auitria, by the advice of Poria, gave Uriel orders to Baf-

fano, who commanded the referve fquadron in the rear,

by all means to avoid joining battle, until it was certain

that the enemy had no feparate divifion in referve. Then
Doria extended his line on the right, Barbarigo doing the

fame on the left, and ranging as clofe to the ihore as the

founding would permit. The center was commanded by
Don John, and the whole fleet difpofed in order of battle,

without the lealt confufion or tumult. Immediately on
the right of the royal galley which carried John of Aultria,
were ilationed Colonna and the pope's fquadron ; on the

left the Venetians, with two large men of war placed be-

fore each divifion
l
.

The Turks, feeing the Chriftian fleet making fail to-

wards them, inilantly cleared inip, and made every thing

ready to engage with the greatefl. alacrity, expedition, and

good order. In the center Parthi, the high* admiral, took

his llation, having on both fides one hundred and thirty

gallies ranged in line of battle. At the diftance of fixty

fhips from his right, Hali took pofl with eighty gallies,

which he drew up clofe to the fhore to oppofe Barbarigo,
The fangiac of Alexandria commanded in the right wing,
and Uchali on the left, the whole fleet being ranged in a

flrait line, contrary to the ufual cuitom of the Turks,
who generally form a crefcent. Both fides appointed a

certain number of light veflels to fail conitantly round the

fleets, to bring intelligence to the admirals of the ftate of

affairs. When the fleets approached within a fmall di-

ftance, Don John, taking the confederate itandard in his

hand, accompanied by Veniero and Colonna, went into a

barge, and rowed round the fleet, exhorting and animat-

ing them to an exertion of their abilities and courage,
which exhortation was renewed along the whole line, by
the loudelt acclamations ; then he returned to his own
(hip, where he found all the quarters manned, and every

thing ready for the fignal to begin the battle.

On a fudden the wind, which had been contrary, died

away, and a perfect, calm enfued : now it was that Doria

Thuan, ubi fupra. Paruta, ibid.
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was difcovcred to have changed the order of battle. In-

(lead of keeping the line, agreeable to order?, he turned

the heads of his diviiion towards the fhore on his rip-lit, to

prevent being furrounded. This difpofition of Don.'i had
almoft been attended with ruinous confequences, as it

The battle the Turks an opportunity of breaking the line. The ccn-

qf Upanto, ters joined battle, the firft onfet being fuilained by the

large ihips in front, who played furiouily with their heavy

artillery on the Turkifh gallics. Veniero lent fomc large

gallics to fupport them, and his example was happily fol-

lowed by Colonna : the enemy, unable to bear this vigo-
rous charge, divided to the right and left ; the greater

part going to the right, which was oppofed to Barbarigo,
on whom they difcharged fhowers of arrows, which
darkened the iky, attended, after their barbarous manner,
with loud fhrieks, and Jhouts. Getting between Barbarigo
and the (here with fome light gallies, thev furiouily at-

tacked him in rear, front, and flank* This brave officer

eppofed them with equal courage, and fuperior abilities;

for they were often repulfed, broke, and put in confufion.

Victory had like to huve declared for him, when, after an

obftinate conflict, during which he dTphyed every quality
of a great commander, he was fliot in the eye, of which
wound he died next day

k
.

In his place fucceeded Marino Contareni, his nephew,
and the rival of his virtues, who, alter having pufhed the

advantages gained by Barbarigo, and put the enemy to

flight ; after having driven fome on fhore, funk and dif-

abled others, was flairt by an arrow, and with him fell

Vifconti Qnirino and Andrea Barbarigo. Nevertheless,
the next in command kept fo conftant a fire upon the

enemy, that, deferting their fnips, they fled on fhore,

many being drowned endeavouring to efcape, and the vef-

fels were dafhed in pieces again ft the rocks. The fame

good fortune attended the center of the combined fleet,

where hardly a Turk efcaped, no friendly fhore being near

to afford them refuge. On the right, the battle was fup-

ported by Doria on one fide, and Mali on the other. The
Turks, in confequence of his wrong difpofition, got be-

tween him and the center of the fleet, where a violent

conflict enfued, Doria refolving to clofe the line, and pre-
vent his being furrounded

;
an aim which he effected after

a hard ftrugglc, and great lofs on the fide of the enemy.
Two gallics, in which the fons of the Turkifh general

k Mnarocen. lib. vi. ct Aut. ciut.
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fought, were taken ; but in fpite of all thefe difadvan-

tages, the infidels fought with furprifing fury and perfe-

verance, while the action was vigoroufly fuftained by Ve-
niero, feconded by Colonna, Matharin de FEfcut, a

Frenchman, and ieveral other commanders. Don John

chufing four hundred of the flower of the regiment of Sar-

dinia, and accompanied by Lope Figueroa, and a body of

the young grandees of Spain, made an attack on Hah,
who was furrounded by four hundred janifTaries and one

hundred archers. The charge was given and received

with great vigour : the difpute was long, obftinate, and

bloody ; victory for a long while appeared doubtful, and

both fleets feemed to refer the iffue of their differences to

the event of the engagement between the two admirals.

All befides Veniero were idle fpeclators ; and both parties
laboured under the moil terrible anxiety and fear for their

commanders, while none thought of fupporting them,

feeming to look upon it as a trial of valour. At length
Hali was killed, and his galley taken by Don John ; but

not without very confiderable lofs of officers and fol-

diers J
.

Parthi, who had all this while been engaged in the The Turks

hotteit of the fight, was at laft feparated from his divi- are defeats

fion, and fingly encountered by four Venetian gallies.
e

^^
uh

After he had maintained a (harp conteft till almoft his
(laughter.

whole crew was killed, he retired into a fmall yacht he

had prepared againft extremities, and went off from the

battle, leaving all his valuable effects a prey to the con-

querors, and pouring forth terrible execrations againft

Hali, and thofe rafh counfellors who had reduced him to

the neceffity of flight. Of all the Turkiffi divifion, only
that under Uchali now remained. This cunning officer,

paffing by Doria into the middle of the Chriftian fleet, io

contrived matters that he could either engage or retreat at

pleafure. But when he perceived, by the imperial ftand-

ard's being taken down, that Hali and Parthi were de-

feated ; when the clouds of fmoke were difpelled, that he

could plainly fee the Turkifh fleet deftroyed, and the

Chriftians every where victorious, he retired with preci-

pitation. Some Venetian gallies that lay next to him ob-

serving his defign, attacked him with great courage, ima-

gining they mould be fupported by Doria. They were

greatly inferior in number and itrength to Uchali, having
loll more than half their compliment of men in the former

\ Paruta, lib. ii. p. a.
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part of the a£tion. However, determined to make up
courage what was wanting in power, the fight was;
tained with fury, Uchali determining, at all hazards, to

efcape, and the Venetians lighting with expectation that

the arrival of Dorh wmld Soon relieve them : in which

hope they were deceived ; that treacherous admiral taking

designedly a long fweep, did not return until he thought
the Venetians muft have bton defeated, or the enemy io

weakened as to become an eafy prey. The Venetians ob-

ferving this condutl, placed their whole confidence in

their own bravery, and determined rather to die than ei-

ther yield or leave an open pafSage to Uchali. The ef-

forts they made were incredible, and fuch as the Turks
could not have withftoocl had they not been greatly Supe-
rior in number to their fatigued enemies. At length the

lenegados broke through, jutt as Doria came up with a Se-

rious intention of attacking him
•,
but it was too late. A

high fea rifing prevented his purfuing them ; however,
after having recovered two Venetian gallies, which Ucha-
li's Squadron was towing a-ftern, he flood for the reft. of

the fleet, having Shamefully ended a battle, otherways the

molt glorious upon record "*.

Such was the battle of Lepanto ; in which it is difficult

to fay whether Don John of Aultria, Colonna, or Veni-
ero proved the greateit foldier and commander. Certain

it is, that nothing could exceed the vigilance, conduct,
' and intrepidity of each. The Venetian divifion had, in-

deed, Supported the great burthen of the engagement ;

hut that was owing not to the fault of Don John or Co-

lonna, but to the treachery of Doria, who. almoft the

whole time kept aloof.

The lurks likewife fought with incredible bravery,

many galiies continuing the fight after almoft the whole

crews had been killed \ others were funk, or burned by
their own crews, rather than ftrike to the conquerors.
About one hundred and thirty of their gallics were taken ;

the reft of their fleet was either dallied upon rocks, Swal-

lowed by the waves, or dtftroyed by fire, excepting about

thirty Ships which Uchali carried back to Constantinople,

Twenty-live thouSand of their men were killed, including
their two chief admirals, with many other officers of the

firft diftinclion ; many were drowned, and about three

thouSand five hundred were taken prifoners. On the Side

of the confederates fifteen gallies were loft \ of which tti\

* Thuan- lib 1. torn, iii.
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were Venetian*, ten thoufand were flain in the action or

died of their wounds. Among the latter was Agoftino

Barbarigo, whofe prudence, experience, moderation, aiTrd

courage, could not exempt him from that fate which his

country and allies greatly lamented. His death, fays

Thuanus, was more than an equivalent for the liberty re-

ftored by his bravery to one thoufand two hundred Chrif-

tian captives in theTurkifh fleet
n

.

After the battle, a council of war was fammoned, in

which it was refolved that, confidering the number of the

wounded, the fcarcity of provifions, and the advanced

feafon of the year, the mod advifeable meafure was to lay-

up the fleet to the enfuing feafon, when they could re-

turn to action with redoubled vigour. This refohition

was by many people condemned as imprudent and unfea-

fonable. All was in confufion at Conllantinople, the

Turkiih navy was entirely ruined, their coafts and iflands

were naked, defened, and in the utmoft coniiernarion,
while the confederates rode triumphant in the Archipe-

lago. By purfuing their advantages, it was fuppofed, the

haughty Selim mull have fued for peace before the fpring:

nothing could have withftood an armament flulhed with

fo glorious a victory, much lefs an enemy drooping under

their defeat, and defponding in adverfity as much as they

tyrannized in profperity. The chief blame fell upon Ve-

niero, as the republic was the moll: interefted in terminat-

ing the war. His unwillingnefs to keep the fea was at- venlero

tributed to his great tendernefs and care of a flight wound taxed with

received in the leg •,
but fuch reproaches were equally in- co^wardice.

vidious and unjult. Veniero too well knew the grudge
the Spaniards bore the Venetians

•,
the unwillingnefs with

which they were brought to engage ; and that nothing
rpefides a prevailing notion that the Turks would refufe

battle, could have induced them to advance fo far as the

gulf of Lepanto. He now faw with what emulation

they beheld the glory the republic acquired, and with
what joy they would embrace any opportunity of obfeur-

ing the luftre of her reputation. Such allies" were not

greatly to be relied on ; and to this confideration, rather

than to his wound, was the conduct of Veniero to be a-

fcribed : indeed, it muft be acknowleged that his conduct
in another refpect is lefs excufable. Filippo Bragadino
had been fent by the fenate, before they were informed of

n Maurocen. lib- vi. Paruta, lib. n. Baron . fub an. 157 1.

the
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the victory with thirteen large gallics, to reinforce the

Venetian fquadron, and upon liis arrival he found that

ths Turks were utterly defeated. He requeued of Ve-
niero that he would permit him to purfue the flying ene-

my with fifty fail, promiong to give a good account of

them, and likewife of feveral Turkifh provinces, which
would probably be in the utmolt conlternation after fuch

a defeat. He ftrorigly represented the advantages of fuch

an enterprize, and the probability of its fuccefs \ but

niero was deaf to his remonitranccs, cithev from an ap*

prehenfion of the dangers of the feafbn, or an unwilling-
nefs to commit that to the conduct of another which he

knew to be a duty incumbent on himfe.If. Thus, be-

tween caution and envy, the faireil opportunity for end-

ing the war that ever could offer itfelf, was loft °..

Don John having refolved, agreeable to the refolution

of the council of war, to feparace from the Venetian,
Yeniero propofed that an attempt (liould firft be made on

Santa Maura. In compliance with this remonftrance

Don John difpatched certain gallies to examine the

ftrength and fituation of the place, a'nd in what {pace of

time it might probably be reduced. The captains of the

gallies reported on their return that probably fifteen or

twenty days would finilh the enterprize ; upon which he

cfropt the defign, faying that it was a paltry iflaud, of too

little confequeuce to the confederates to merit the expence
and trouble that would attend its reduction. His influ-

ence, prevailed ; and the whole fleet, without any farther

undertaking, fet fail for the iflaud of Corfu, where they
divided their plunder and conquelts (13). From thence

° M.mrccen. lib. vi.

(B) The fpoils were divid-

ed in the following manner:

Philip, for his (hare, had fifty
-

eigrrt gallies,
fix gahiots, fmy-

eight large- cannon* eight

borons, and one hundred and

twenty-eight pieces of light ar-

tillery, with one thouiand fe-

ven hundred and thirteen pri-

soners. To the Venetians was

given a portion agreeable ro

the number and ftrength of

their (hipping. They had for

their (hare forty-four gallies, a

number of galliots and galleaf-

fes, one hundred and thirty*
one pieces o k cannon of vari-

ous tizes, with one thouiand

one hundred and fixty-two

prifoners. That of his holi-

nefs was the imallett, but the

moil honourable, as among
his prifoners he reckoned

Achmet and Mahomet, the

fons of Hali; The ecclellaf-

tieul fliare amounted to twen-

ty-one
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&e ecclefiafrical and Spanifh fleets retired to Mefl&rm,
which port they eirered in triumph. After their depar-
ture Veniero took Margarita near Corfu, granting their

lives and liberty to the inhabitants, but burning and de-

flroying the citadel. Soppoto was likewife feized by the

Albanians, and put under the government of Venice, but

it was foon recovered by Selim p.

Thefc places were of little confequence ; the opportu-

nity of (triking a dccifive blow was now loft : had the

combined fleet but appeared off the Morea the Greeks
would have been delivered from flavery. A general dif-

affection to the Turkifli government appeared among
them, and they expected nothing lefs than the recovery
of their liberty, as an immediate confequence of the vic-

tory of Lepanto : they requefted Don John that he would
but approach fo near the fhore as to let his fhadow be

fcen in the Morea, which they {aid was fufficient to ter-

rify the Turks into fubrnilfion, and reftore them to their

prilline hnppinefs. Certain it is, that great advantages

might have been gained by a vigorous profecution of the

terror they had (truck all over the Othoman empire. In—

ftead of this, the time was confumed in vain-glorious

triumphs, ovations, and embattles ^
But the winter was employed on both fides in making frefli

preparations for the enfuing campaign: Sclim was at Adria-

nople when the news of the defeat arrived, upon which he
fet out with the utmoft expedition for Conftantinople, to

prevent ail tumults and difturbances, the fure confe-

quence of disappointments in the Othoman empire. Here
he conducted, with the alTiftance of the wife Mahomet,
his grand vizir, every thing with fuch prudence, fpirit, and

refcluticn, that all was quiet; nothing appeared but a Gnat pre-

fpirit of revenge, and the utmoft diligence in equipping a Paramus

new fleet, in augmenting the garrifons on the coafts, ™othA*es~

calling ordnance, and forwarding other military prepa-
rations. Uchali's reception was, contrary to expecta-
tion, extremely gracious. Selim thanked him for his

bravery in the action, and prudence in bringing fafe back
the divifion of the fleet under his care. In this particular

p Parana, lib. ii. p. 2. q Baron. Ecclef. fub hoc an.

ty-one gallies, with a propor- ferent (izes, and eight hun-
tion of fmaller veflels, fifty- dred and eighty-one prifon-
four pieces of artillery of dif- ers (1).

(1) Vide Paruta, hoc cit. Thuan.

the
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the emperor acted like a found politician ; for Uchalrs
influence and character were at lead equal to his abili-

ties i nor could any thing more encourage the troops than
to fee the commander applauded, whofe conduct had fav-

ed the only remnant of the Turkiih naval power
r
.

His holinefs and the republic, on the other hand, omit-

ted nothin g which could unite more drongly the prefent

confederacy, as well as increafe its power by the addition

of new allies. The cardinal Alexandrino had conftantly
refided at the court of Philip, to keep him deady to his

engagements, and to his weight was joined that of the

Venetian refident. They nowdemondrated to his minif-

try, how foon the Othoman empire might be crufhed by
a feafonable and vigorous exertion of the confederate

power ; but Philip was {till flow in his meafures, though
prompt in his promifes. The war in the Low Countries,
the profpect of a rupture with France, as well as a general
diflike and jealoufy of the Venetians that prevailed in his

army, raifed numberlefs difficulties, which all the addrefs

of the pope and fenate found no eafy matter to remove.

Veniero, that no difputes on his account might arife, was

deprived of his command, and Fofcareni appointed by the

fenate in his room. This lad, immediately after his pro-
motion, was difpatched into Spain, with full powers to

fettle what plan of operations mould be thought necellary by
Philip and Don John of Auftria. But the firft ftep was to

engage the Spaniards heartily in the alliance ; in which en-

deavour Suranza laboured with the diligence and addrefs

of an able and honed minifter s
. An ambaflador was like-

wife fent to the emperor to try, if poflible, to move him
A.D.T572. to break the truce with Selim. The Venetian was foon

followed thither by the pope's legate, who was no lefs af-

fiduous than the fenate in flirring up a formidable con-

federacy agaihft, the Turks : but their sieal was not attend-

ed with the expected fuccefs ; the emperor had too often

experienced the power of the Turks, to imagine it would
link under one defeat, and the dedruction of a {ingle
licet. Their great ftrength and vail: refources of men and

"

money, confided in the prodigious extent of their domi-
nions on the continent, and not in their commerce,
fleets, or iflands. He therefore anfwered the ambafla-

dors with afiurances of a firxere regard for the pope and

republic; but owned that his circumttances would not ad-

mit of exhibiting proofs detrimental to his own intereft

r Thuan- ibid. s
Paruta, ibid*

and
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Sttcl tlie good of the empire. His treafury, be faid, was
low \ and breaking with the Turks would give the Protec-

tants an opportunity of railing new difturbances. In

fhort, engaging in the confederacy would equally expofe
his own dominions to Turks and Chriftians, at a time

when he was leaf!; able to re fi ft either* He therefore ad-

vifed the ambafTadors to apply to other princes, and par-

ticularly to the king of Poland, whole vicinity to the

Othoman empire and power, would render his alliance-

more valuable. Their endeavours he promifed to fecond

with all his influence ; for which purpofe he fcnt an am-
baflador to Warfaw : but neither in Poland nor in Ruilia

were their negotiations fuccefsful c
.

At this time pope Pius V. died, and was fucceeded by
Gregory XIII. whofe inclinations to the confederacy were
not yet known. This event was a real affliction to the

Venetians : it difconcerted their meafures, as his holinefs

had warmly efpoufed their caufe again ft the Turks, and v

left nothing uneflayed to humble the pride, and reduce

the power of that empire. Colonna had quitted Rome,
to get the fleet in readinefs, when an exprefs was fent

to acquaint him with the pope's death, and the expira-
tion of his commiflion. XJpon this intimation, he re-

turned to congratulate Gregory on his acceffion, and had
the addrefs to eftahlilh himfelf in the command, and pre-
vail upon the new pope to adopt the meafures of his pre-
deceilbr : however, it was the month of June before thefe

armaments were ready to put to fea from Meffina. Here
too Don John of Auftria, having aiTembled certain Itali-

an, Spaniih, and German regiments, embarked them in

a fquadron of twenty-two gallies, which he difpatched to

Corfu. They were foon joined by twenty-five gallies un-

der Suranza, whom Fofcareni, the admiral, had fent for

the execution of fome enterprise- Suranza, agreeable to

his orders, laid his inflructions before Colonna, and An-

drada, the Spanifh admiral. He found Colonna eager to

enter upon action ; but Andrada full of grave excufes

and wife maxims on the neceffity of deliberation. At
length, being hard prefied by Colonna and Suranza, he

replied, that his instructions forbad him to leave Corfu
without farther orders : he expected to be reinforced by
the fleet which Alvaro BarTano was then collecting at

t Thuan. ubi fupra.
» Parole, lib. ill. Tbuan. lib. liv.

torn. iii.

Medina;
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Meflina ; and after that junction he was obliged to wait
the ilfueof the troubles in Navarre u

.

*Zuarreh Upon this declaration, the Venetians exclaimed loudly
betiveenthe

againit the Spaniards: they complained of being facri-

andSt* ncec* to tne P r^e > ^ie p°htics, and the jealoufy, if not

mfb officers.
tne natre(U of Philip and his miniflry. Upon their pro-

mifes, they faidj they had engaged the republic in this

warj yet as foon as the feafon for action arrived, their

dilatorinefs and treachery left her to fhift for herfelf.

Under Doria, the fitfl year of the war, this was appa-

rently the cafe: nor were affairs altered much for the

better in the folllowing *, Famagofta was loft, and in con-

fluence the kingdom of Cyprus, before the Spaniards
were ready to put to fea ; and afterwards they were in a

manner compelled and deluded into the mod glorious vic-

tory that had ever been obtained over the Turkifli power.
The Venetians even aflerted, that Don John's conduct
had been blamed by the miniflry and greater part of the

Spaniih nation : they faid, that no arguments, no prof-

pectsj no ambition, or thirft of glory* ought to have in-

duced him to hazard a fleet upon the fafety of which fo

-much depended. So far did lbme perfons carry this no-

tion, as to aJlert that he ought to have been punifhed for

his temerity : but now, cried the Venetians, the Spanifh
conduct is toe barefaced to leave any doubts of their inclina-

tion to fee the republic impoverished and reduced by a war,
ofwhich the is the chieffupport, and in which fhe is the chief

fuirerer. Their pretended apprehenfions of disturbances

in Lombardy were too grofs to impofe on the fenate ; nor

were thofe other excufes better founded, which fet forth

the necefhty of preparing againft a change of meafures in

the confiftory, by the acceflio.n of a new pontiff : his holi-

nefs's views were obvious from his conduct. Upon the

whole, the Venetians concluded, that jealoufy was the

only 1 pring of action in the Spaniih cabinet ; it was, there-

fore, high time to regard their own fecurity, and break off

an alliance productive of nothing but infamy, treachery,
and diflrefs. For thefe reafons it was propofed, and foon

carried in the fenate, that M. Antonio Barbaro mould
Negociati- again renew his negociatiens of peace with Mahomet, the
am for a

gTtim\ vizir, and bring things as near a crifis as he poi-

tweentL hbly could, without actually concluding the treaty, until

Jenate and he had acquainted the republic of the terms that would
Selim.

". Paruta, lib. iii. Thuan. lib. liv. torn, iii.

be
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be granted. At the fame time it was decreed, to fend

[ohn Micheli into France, and Antonio Tiepoli into

pain, both men of experience and great eloquence.
The firft to difluade his Chriftian majefty from breaking
with Spain, as it was currently believed he intended to

do, both by affifting the Proteftants in the Netherlands,
and by entering with an army into Lombardy. As for

Tiepoli, his inflruCtions were to excite Philip to perform
his engagements, and not to fuffer a war, begun with

great expectations, and conducted with fome fuccefs, to

languifh through indolence and inactivity
y

.

Barbaro entered immediately upon the fubject of his in-

Rruclions with Mahomet : he found that fage minifter

equally inclined to peace, as he had always been averfe to

a war with the republic. Thefe, notwithilanding the

great preparations, were the general fentiments of the di-

van and the whole Turkifh empire-, however, Mahomet
deferred giving a definitive anfwer, until the arrival of
the French ambafTador, the bifhop of Aix. The truth

was, the Turkifli miniltry carefully watched the progrefs
of the confederacy, determining to take their meafures

accordingly. Before it was known that the emperor had
refufed to break the alliance ; that the Spanifh councils

were as dilatory and flu^gifh as formerly; that the Poles,
the Portuguefe,and the Ruffians, had declined entering into

any engagements, they feemed to liften with pleafure to

the refident's propofals. Afterwards, when the fentiments
of thofe different courts came to be known, and that the

Venetians alone mud fupport the whole war, they rofe io.

their demands, talked with the imperious air of conquerors,
and in a (train fo lofty, that they Teemed to have forgot
their late difgrace. Thus, every profpecl: of peace vanifh-

ed, and the fenate again determined to profecute the war
with all poffibly vigour

2
.

In the beginning of July, Colonna was joined at Cor-
fu by the reft of the ecclefiaftical fleet, on board of which
were feveral of the young nobility of France, who defired

leave to ferve againft the Turks, under fo diftinguifhed an
officer. Among others was Charles Lorraine, marquis de

Mayenne, brother to the duke of Guife. This volunteer

the Venetians complimented with the honour of nobility,
the higheit mark of diilin&ion the republic ever confers

on a foreigner. The whole fleet being joined, they' fet

^

r Paruta, lib. iii, 2 Thuan. lib. liv. Maurocen.
lib- viii.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. X fait
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fail for Gomminize, where a furvey was taken of their

ftrength, which was found to amount to one hundred and

forty gallies. Don John had in the mean while left Mef-

fina, and arrived at Palermo, whence he difpatched let-

ters to the confederates, acquainting them that his in-

ilructions were to join them as foon as the ftorm appre-
hended from France fhould be blown over. He ftrongly
recommended to Colonna to enter upon no enterprize be-

fore the whole allied fleet fhould be united. Again the

Venetians uttered loud complaints againft this extraordi-

nary method of proceeding : they obferved that new ob-

itruclions were eternally raifing, and the facred faith of

treaties, if not openly broken, at leaft rendered fruit-

lefs. It was now full time that the fleets fhould be joined,
if Don John did not defire that Candia fhould fhare the

fame fate as Cyprus, Andrada himfelf was fo confound-

ed by their reproaches, and the barefaced conduct of the

Spanifh miniftry, that he propofed the fleet fhould fail to

join Don John.
In the mean time Tiepoli, finding that the intention of

his inftruttians was effected before he arrived in France,

fet out without delay for the court of Philip. As all ap-

prehensions of an attack from FYance were removed, he

imagined the Spanifh monarch would now be afhamed to

defer the junction of the fleets. Fie laboured with all the

arguments of reafon and oratory, to quicken the mea-

fures of the court, and procure orders for Don John's

entering upon action, and eftablifhing a footing for the

winter in the Turkifh dominions. To all his remon-

strances the king anfwered with fmooth fpeeches and

foothing promifes.
The phlegm of Philip was not more difagreeable to the

Venetians than was the ambiguous reply with which

their ambafiador Micheli was difmilTed by the king and

queen of France, importing that the king befl knew his

own affairs ; however, that he would act no ways prejudi-
cial to the common intereffs of Chriffendom, or the par-

ticular intereft of the republic, whom he greatly valued

and efteemed. This was in aniwer to the public inftruc-

rions of Micheli ; but the real motive of his embafly was

to procure the king's mediation with Selim, by means of

his minifler at the Porte, in which he fucceeded ; his mod
Crrriflian majefty promifmg to engage heartily in the bu-

finefs, but with the necellary delicacy and fecrecy, to

avoid giving umbrage ro Philip.

During
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During thefe negotiations, the fleet fet fail from Corfu
for Candia. When they arrived at Cephalonia, fome
fcouts were fent to bring intelligence of the enemy : thefe

foon returned with advice of their being in the gulf of

Napoli, in the Morea, to the number of two hundred and

twenty fail. Upon this, the confederates fleered to Ce~

rigo, where the enemy were defcried from the tops, and
the fleet in confequence drawn up in order of battle.

When they had approached fo near as to difcover each
other diflinctly, the Turks fuddenly changed their courfe,

and, though greatly fuperior in ftrength, declined battle,

after fome (hot had been exchanged : nor did the confe-

derates care to pu'rfue, contenting themfelves with the

glory of having offered battle to Uchali. The Turks

fleering weflerly, the confederates fent an exprefs to Don
John, who it was fuppofed mufl be arrived at Corfu, to

requeft that he would immediately join them with his

fifty-three gallics, which would give the Chriftians a fu-

periority over the enemy. To haflen this deflgn they
turned their courfe towards Corfu, in order to meet him
on his way. Next -day, off Capo Motapan, they were

again feen by the Turks, who, leaving oft watering, im-

mediately prepared for battle. The combined fleet did

not decline action ; for crowding fail theybore down on
the enemy with a favourable breeze, which ceafed before

they came within (hot ; fo that the gallies were ordered to

ufe their oars, and take the heavy fhips in tow. Uchali,
in order to feparate the combined gallies from the heavy
(hips, made a feint as if he declined battle : this had its

effect ; for Suranza ordered the gallies to parr with the

(hips in tow, and purfue the enemy. As foon as the in-

fidel perceived them to be at a fufficient diftance for his

purpofe, he ordered his rowers to pufh with all their

might, which they did fo effectually as aclually to divide

the fleet. Suranza now perceived his error, and endea-

voured to retrieve it: both he and Colonna attacked the

Turks with fuch fury on one fide, while the heavy fhips

kept a brifk fire on the other, that Uchali did not think

fit to hazard a general action, or wait the fruits of his

ilraragem. He flood aloof, and both the fleets continued
for the fpace of two hours cannonading at a diftance with-

out coming to clofe fight ; then each fleered a different

courfe, as if the engagement had broke off by mutual
confent.

By this time Don John was arrived at Corfu, from

whence he fteered to Lepanto ; but the wind proving ad-

X 2 verfe,
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Vcrfe, he returned again to Corfu, where he met with t

exprefs from Colonna. Pardo, who hore this commifhon,

acquainted his highnefs of the combined fleet's having met

Uchali, and offered battle, which he believed they had

fince accepted, from abrillc difcharge of artillery he heard

at fea, on his courfe to Corfu. Don John was greatly
difturbed at this account ; to bring certain advice of whit h

he difpatched BafTano with two galliots. Baiiano foondif-

covered a fleet a-head, and miftaking it for the Turkifh,
returned with the utmoft precipitation to Corfu, where Ik:

put everything in commotion by a falfe alarm, which was
in vain contradicted by the Venetian pilots on board, un-

til the arrival of the Chrillian fleet next day confirmed the

f)on John pilot's ailcrtion, to the gt eat confufion of Baiiano. Fof-

joins the careni had now joined the fleet with a reinforcement ; fo
confederate ^^ ^ con fecjerates were equal in every refpect to the

takes *the enemy. He and Colonna were for going in quell: of the •

command. Turks ; but Don John, as if he had direct orders to op-

pofe every proportion for the honour and interefl of the

confederacy, was perpetually raifing new obftructions.

Among others, he alleged, the Venetian divifion was un-

fit for action, on account of the fmall number of mariners

on board. To this remark Fofcareni replied with indig-

nation, that it would not appear to be fo from their hav-

ing twice, without his afliftance, offered battle. Colon-

na's interpofition and prudence prevented the breach from

becoming wider, and obtained a refolution in a council of

war, that they mould look out for the enemy ; that, for

the greater expedition, the heavy (hips ihould be fent to

Zant, there to wait farther orders ; and in fhort, that

every expedient mould be ufed to redeem the time loft,

and reftore the credit of the Chrillian arms.

Accordingly the whole fleet weighed anchor, and
fleered for Cephalonia. Here they were informed, that

fieknefe prevailing among the Turks, had compelled
' Uchali to put into the port of Quagiia in a diftrefled con-

dition. Fofcareni and Colonna were for attacking them
without lofs of time ; and the propofal was fo reaionabie,

that Don John could not refufe his alien t. However, he

found means to fruftrate the plan, by confuming two
whole days hi making unneceffary difpofitions, and exa-

mining minutely the condition of each veiTel. In vain did

the other officers reprefent that the opportunity would be

loft : Don John calmly replied, that the events of battle

were fo precarious, that too much caution could not be

uied in guarding agaiiiit them. At lafl he weighed, and
the



T&e Hifiory of Venice. 30^
the pilots had orders to fleer to Modon ; but whether by
feeret directions or miftake is uncertain, they brought the

fleet to Rodona. Here they were wholly expofed to the

enemy's view ;
a circumilance that put the Turks upon

uniting their fleet, which before lay in two different har-

bours
', providing every thing againit an attack, and tak-

ing fuch meafures as mult have greatly difconcerted the

Chriitians. Colonna was the firft who difcovered the Coknnas
miitake ; upon which, without Haying for orders, he bravery ,

bore down upon a part of the Turkilh fleet that fell about anyhe

a mile a-flern. Here he began the engagement, imagin- ^l^t other

ing he fhouid be fupported by the reft of the fleet ; but confederate

finding no profpedl of relief, he retreated. Fofcarenidid effisers.

all in his power to prevail on Don John either to permit

him, with his diviiion, to ailift Colonna, or to advance

with the whole combined fleet; both which propofals he

peremptory refufed. In this manner was the happy oc-

cafion loll of ruining the Turkifh navy: warm dilputes

afterwards arofe concerning the plan of their future opera-
tions a

. it was on all hands agreed that Modon was to be

attacked ; but Colonna and Doria differed in the manner :

the former was for attacking it both by fea and land ; the

latter with the land forces only. Each fupported his fen-

timents writh ftrong arguments and equal vehemence :

with Colonna fided the Venetians ; and with Doria all the

Spanifh officers. In thefe debates fo much time was loft,

that Don John propofed returning to winter at Mellina.

Tnis propofal drove the Venetians into defpair : they railed

without moderation againit the treachery of the Spani-
ards

*, they faid they were betrayed to the enemy, and

made the tools of their allies. Don John was (lung with

thefe reproaches, which he could not avoid, although he

knew them to be
juft.

In his heart he approved the con-

duct of Colonna and the Venetians ; but his inftru£lions

tied him up from entering upon fuch enterprizes as were

fuitable to his own fpirit
and the common intereft. At

laft the fleet was brought before Navarrino, which he de-

termined to batter, rather for want of any other employ-
ment, than that he thought the place of confequence.
The troops and cannon were landed, batteries were erecl>

ed under the conduct of Bonello, a celebrated engineer of

Florence, and every thing difpofed for an aflault ; but, by
an omiflion of the befiegers, a body of five hundred chofen

droops were thrown into the town,

• Aut citat. uhj fupra,

X 3 This
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This mifconducl: on the fide of the Chritliahs was com-

penfated by other blunders, no lefs grofs, committed by
the Turks. Culhain bafhaw, and the beglerbegof Greece,

having been apprized by Uchali fome months before of

the probability that the Chriftians would make a defcent

on this place, neglected, notwithftanding, to aflemble an

army for its protection. They had now made feveral

forced marches to relieve the garrifon, but were retarded

by the difficulty of the roads, and a variety of counfels.

Thefe two generals blamed Uchali for not covering the

place with his fleet ; and this charge he knew would be

Sufficient to difgrace him with Selim. At length Navar-

rino was reduced to the lafl: extremity, when iuddenly a

violent ftorm of rain came on, and, continuing for three

days, greatly harrafled the befieged. This incident af-

forded the Spaniards a pretence for abandoning an enter-

prize, in which they were never hearty. A council was

called, and Don John remonftrated in the ftrongefl terms

the neceffity of raiting the fiege before ficknefs, the natu-

ral cenfequence of lying upon wet ground, and under de-

luges of rain, flioulcl feize the troops. The Venetians op-

pofed this refolution with all their power : they faid it

would bring eternal difgrace on the confederacy to raife

the fiege, when the town was ready to furrender for want
of neccfiaries, and while the befiegers abounded with pro-
visions, men, and ammunition : but Don John perfifted
in his refolution, which was accordingly put in execution.

What adds to the difgrace of the confederates, is the

diftrefs to which the army under the bafhaw, the fleet com-
' manded by Uchali, and the town were i educed. So far

had the rencgado's apprehenfions of receiving condign pu-
pifhment carried him, that he went off" to Barbary with

twenty-five fail, leaving the reft of the fleet to ihift for

themfelves. So ill informed was he of the Chriftian coun-

, fels, that he imagined nothing could fave the place ; for

the lofs of which he doubted not but his head mull be

anfwerable. In this manner ended a campaign, which

produced nothing but difgrace, altercation, and a prodi-

gious expence, though the allies might eafily have termi-

nated the war, had they aded up to the fpirit of their en-

gagements
b

.

As foon as the fiege was raifed the fleets feparated :

Don John with the Spaniards retired to Medina : Co-
lonna with his divifion fet fail for Oftia ; while the Vene-

* Paruta, lib. ii:. Maurocen, lib. ix» Thuan. lib. lie.

tian
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tian admiral fleered to the gulf of Catharra, to make an

attempt upon a magazine the Turks had ere£led upon that

coaft. It was given out on all fides that the war would
be refumed with the utmoft vigour early in the following

fpring, at the fame time that negotiations for a peace were

going on between Selim and the republic, by means of the

French ambaflador. The Venetians had now too many
affurances of the inclinations of Philip, to hefitate longer

upon fecuring the bell terms they could with the grand

feignor. This point was therefore diligently laboured for

the whole winter ; and at length brought to an ifiue lefs

confonant to the fpirit and juftice of the republic than to

the circumilances of her affairs. Peace was concluded AD. 1573.

upon condition, that Cyprus, as by right of conquefl,

Antivari, Delrigno in Albania, and Soppoto, by treaty,
Peace con-

fliould for ever be ceded to Selim. It was farther articled,
cu e

f A"
that thirty thoufand crowns in gold ihould, at certain in- Turks and

ilalments, be paid to Selim, to reimburfe him for the ex- Venetians,

pences of the war ; after which payment, each fhould be
reilored to all their former poflelnons, the prifoners ex-

changed, and the merchants reinstated in their former

privileges of commerce. Andrea Badoario was fent in

quality of ambariador from the republic to Conilantinople,
to confirm the treaty, which was ratified without confult-

ing his holinefs, and carefully concealed from Philip until

it was finally concluded. In their own defence, the Ve-
netians urged the neceflity of a meafure wholly owing to

Philip, and the reluclance he had ever (hewn to comply
with his engagements. This apology was fent to their

ambafladors at different courts ; in which they warmly
exclaimed againft the inactivity, and even the treachery
of Philip, which had rendered necefiary a flep equally

prejudicial to them, and ignominious to the Christian

arms. They affirmed, that inevitable ruin hung over

their heads, after they had long fupported fingly an un-

equal war againit the moil powerful monarch on earth ;

that their treafury was exhaufted ; their men worn out by
fatigue and ficknefsj their (hips diminjihed in number,
and the greater part unfit for fervice

*,
while the poverty of

the people, from a flagnation of commerce, rendered them
unable to bear farther impofitions. They even endeavoured

to prove the expediency of this peace to the fafety of

Italy, and of Europe in general 5 arguing that if the re-

public was deftroyed, Selim would then have the key of

X 4 Chriftendom,



3 12 "Ihe Riftory of Venice.

Chriflendom in his own hand, and eafily extend his con-

quefts to the utmoft of his ambition c
.

In order to quiet the pope's clamours, Nicholao Ponti,
a man of confummate wifdom, erudkion, and eloquence,
was fent to Rome ; but his holinefs refufed him a private

audience, and difmifled him with a iharp reprimand deli-

vered jn the confiftory. However, Suranzo, the Vene-
tian minitter at Madrid, had better fortune. Either the

.politics of Philip required his being upon good terms with

the republic, or his confeioufnefs of having given birth to

the meafures they were excufmg, made him willing ro ad-

mit of their apology. After receiving Suranzo with the

greateft affability, he told him, that nothing but his at-

tachment to religion, his affection for the republic, and

regard to the pope's intreaties, had induced him to take

arms againft the Turks : that it was but reafonable the

republic mould be permitted to know her own intereft.

She was principal in ihe war, and he, as an ally only,

ought to be fatisfied with fuch terms as fhe chofe to ac-

cept : fufficienr it was for him, he faici, that he had given

proofs of his friendfhip to Venice, and of his zeal for the

fupport of the Chriitian religion. With this anfwer Su
ranzo was difmifled, his catholic majefty conducting him
felf upon this occafion with uncommon moderation

fcarcely confident with the high hand he bore during the

war d
.

In this manner was the year 1573 confumed in negocl-
ations and treaties, while the republic was at all the ex-

pence of a vigorous war, by maintaining large fleets and

. numerous garrifons. The conjectures of the divan, upon
the fudden refolution of the fenate to. fue for peace, were
various. Some imagined that a deep defign lav concealed

under the pretence of moderation ; and that nothing lefs

than an intention of feizing the firft opportunity of glutting
their revenge, could oblige the fenate fo eafily to part
with Cyprus and the cities ceded by the treaty. Rumours
of this nature prevailed for feveral months, and forced the

republic to repofe little cccihdence in a peace fo iU

founded.

At length they were eafed of their apprehenfions by
difpatches from Bodonrio, with a full confirmation of all

the articles of the treaty, ratified by the hand and feal of

c Maurocsn. lib. x. * Paruta, lib. iii,

the
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the grand feignor. Upon this the fenate aiTembled, and
refolved to acquaint all their refidents at foreign courts of

the event. An immediate refpite from the fatigues of

war enfued, and the republic was once more reflored to

tranquillity ; yet did Selim continue augmenting his ar-

mies and fleets ; a circumdance which gave umbrage and

fufpicion to fome of the more cautious members of the

fenate : others, indeed, imagined that Selim propofed re-

newing the war with Spain in Africa. The fecret grudge
he bore to Philip, both on account of his persecuting the

Moors, and acceding to the late alliance to oppofe him,
rendered this opinion extremely probable. It was foon Turkijb

confirmed by the arrival of a Turkifh ambaiTador, who,
ambaIaCt

in a fecret audience, acquainted the doge and council that
C

y ĉe

°

bis inflructions were to make an offer of all the Othoman
forces to curb the infolence of Philip, revenge the affronts

fuftained by the republic, and reduce that haughty mo-
narch within reafonable limits. He launched out into fe-

vere invectives againft the Catholic king, bitterly re-

proaching him with perfidy, ambition, and tyranny.
tC Who (faid he) can doubt that the Turkifh empire muft
have fuffered greater damage from the Venetian bravery,
if it had not been betrayed and checked by the policy and

envy of Philip ? Who doubts but the ultimate views of
his cabinet terminate in univerfal monarchy, and the de-

ftruclion of Chriftian liberty ? This, faid he, Selim per-

fectly well knows, aud generoufly offers himfelf to ftem
the torrent of ambition, and Ihield innocence and free-

dom. The virtue of the Venetians has made him forget
that they were lately his enemies. Great minds are foon

united, and their differences, like the quarrels of lovers,
ferve only the more firmly to rivet their affections. Se-

lim wants not to enlarge his territories ; he afpires not
after conquefts. The burthen of his dominions, fo widely
extended from well to eaft, is already too great for mor-
tal man to fupport. Whatever his arms (hall fubdue, the

Venetians may look upon as the property of the republic :

their wife government merits more extenfive diftricls, if

it were only to increafe the happinefs of mankind." He
then exhorted,them not to lofe fo favourable an opportu-
tunity of glory, of wealth, and of eftablifhing their go-
vernment on the mod fecure foundation e

. With fuch
blandifhments did the Turk endeavour to flatter her paf-
&ons3 and lead the republic into his mailer's views j but

e Maurocen. lib. x. Thuan. lib, liv.

the



$l\ "The HiJIory of Venice*

the fenate was not to be caught by fweet words, and
foothed into meafures ruinous of the peace they had fa

lately purchafed. They couched their anfvver in as oblig-

ing but general terms as poffible : they expreiTed their

warm fenie of the honour done them by the friendfhip of
fo mighty a prince •,

but rhey faid that the complaints

againft Philip were not fuflkient ground for a rupture, to

which they could have no other inducement than their de-

fire of complying with every requdu of Selim. It was
evident, from the reply of the ambaflador, that he was
little fatisfied with the iiTue of his negociation *,

how-

ever, the fenate adhered to their anfwer, and he was dif-»

miffed with a magnificent prefent.
Soon after his departure, it was known that Selim had

refolved upon an expedition into Africa ; upon which or-

ders were fent to Marco Quirini the admiral not to aug-
ment the fleet in Candia, and only to retain ten gallies in

commiilion, for the fectuity of commerce. All the new
levies were difbanded, and every poffible ftep was taken

to eafe the opprellion under which the poor had long
groaned.

Philip mean while was making mighty preparationss

which created fufpicion that he would gttempt fomething
againft the republic, in revenge of the feparate peace
made with Selim. Don John of Auftria had paffed from
Genoa to Milan in a fecret manner, where he held fre-

quent confutations with Alexander Farnefe, duke of*

Parma
; in confequence of which foldiers were levied,

cannon caff, and other warlike preparations fet on foot in

the heart of Italy, which could not fail of exciting the

}eak>ufy of the fenate. To fnew they were not ignorant
of the tranfailion, inftructions were fent to Contareni,

governor of Verona, to go directly to Milan, and com-

pliment Don John in the name of the republic. Every
precaution for the fecurity of the Venetian territories was
taken : the garrifons of the Bergamefe were augmented,
and ftores laid in of provifion, ammunition, and other ne-

cefTaries. Governors, in whofe fidelity the fenate could

confide, were appointed, and the fafety of Bergamo in

particular provided for by a body of the rich citizens,

who had ever (hewn their affedtion and loyalty to the re-

public, by new fortifications and other alterations, fuffi-

cient to evince that it could not be attacked in a defence-

3efs condition ; yet were thefe preparations made with fo

much prudence, as gave no caufe of offence f
.

* Aut, citat, ubi fupra.
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Philip, in the mean time, had the melancholy profpe&
of two formidable wars : one again ft the Moors in Africa,

fupported by the whole ftrength of the Othoman empire 5

and the other with his own fubjecls in the Netherlands,

Hence proceeded his inability to dilturb the peace of Italy,
whatever might have been his inclinations to revenge him-
felf on the republic. To quiet her apprehenfions, he
therefore fent orders to his refident at Venice, Guzman
de Silva, to give the mod folemn aflurances to the doge
and fenate, that the levies in Lombardy were not intended

to deftroy the repofe of Italy, of which he was at this time

particularly defirous : that Don John's negociations at Mi-
lan related folely to the diflurbances in the Low Coun-
tries : that no credit was to be given to the reports of
thofe who, from a bufy difpofition, were always blowing
up the embers of contention among princes : that his af-

fection for the republic was confirmed by numberlefs tef-

timonies of hearty friendfhip, and her fecuiity at this

time infured by the circumflances of his affairs, fince no-

thing could be more impolitic than any flep towards in-

creafing the number of his enemies. He added, that found

policy required a mutual confidence, fince nothing could

be more prejudicial to both than a fufpicious and luke-

warm friendfhip. De Silva enforced his inftru£tions with

all the graces and power of oratory, in a laboured oration

he delivered to the council, to which a fuitable anfwer
was returned.

SECT. IX.

Rupture with the Houfe of Aujlria. Confpiraty of Bed-

mar ; the War of Candia ; the Conquejl of the Mo-
rea ; and Peace of Carlowitz.

'T1 H E repofe which the republic of Venice had fo dearly A.D.i 574.A
purchafed by her treaty with the Turks, was in great

-•

danger of another fatal interruption, in confequence of
Selim's fuccefs on the coaft of Barbary, where Uchali,
his admiral, at the head of a powerful armament, reduced
the city of Tunis and the fort of the Goletta, notwith-

ftanding the vigorous defence made by Gabrio Serbellone,
the Spanifh governor. Selim's pride was fo much flatter-

ed, and his ambition fo ftimulated by this conqueft, that

he began to meditate other expeditions, and equip fuch
armaments as alarmed all the dates of Italy. The Vene-
tians in particular, knowing how little they could depend
upon the faith of any treaty made with fuch barbarians,

were
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were obliged to make frefii preparations for their defence,
and even to implore the afliftancq of the pope, and his

catholic majefly. Without all doubt the fultan intended
to carry the war into Caudia, when he died, and was fuc-

ceeded by his ion Amurath. It was at this period that

Henry III. of France, who had been lately eftabliflied king
of Poland, abdicated his crown in order to afcend the

throne of France, vacated by the death of his elder bro-

ther Charles IX. The FoJ.es (tarring difficulties to ob-

ftru6t his departure, he fairly fled from their country,
and ufed fuch expedition, that, although they purfued
him, he was not overtaken. Having paiTed through Ger-

many, he entered Italy, and vifited Venice, where he

received and entertained with fuch hofpitality and magnifi-
cence, as equally excited his gratitude and admiration ;

and hither came Emanuel PhiUbert, duke of Savoy, Ai-

phonfus II.. duke of Ferrara, and William, duke of Man-

tua, to pay, their perfonal refpecls to this young monarch.

The republic of Venice had enjoyed but a iiiort refpite
from the horrors of war, when it was vifited by a raon

dreadful calamity. Divers cities of Lombardy being in-

fected with the plague, which made terrible havock amoii|
the inhabitants, the contagion was unhappily communi-
cated to Venice, where it became the fubjec~t

of difputt

among the phyficians ; forne allerting that it was a real

plague brought from the Levant, and others affirming it

was no other than an epidemical diftemper, occafioned by

A.D.1576. the extraordinary drought and exceilive heat of the preced-
»

ing fummer. This lair, opinion was adopted by two pro-
felfors of medicine in the univerfity of Padua, whom the

fenate called to Venice and consulted on this occahon.

Their declaration had fuch weight with the government,
that few or no precautions were taken for iuppre(fing this

dreadful calamity in the beginning-, and, in a little time,

it raged to fuch a degree, that feven hundred perfons died

of it in one day. The whole number cut off by this pe-

ililence, amounted to twenty-two thoufand men, thirty-

feven thoufand women, and eleven thoufand children of

both fexes ; among the reft, it put a period to the life of

Titian Vecelli daCadore, the celebrated painter, when he

liad attained to the ninety- ninth year of his age. As for

the two Paduan profefTors, whole names were Girolamo

Mercuriale, and Girolamo Capo di Vacca, if they had not

made their efcape in difguife, they would have been torn

in pieces by the enraged populace. At length, by the

care and humanity of the doge and fenate, this (hocking
evil was overcome, and finally removed s a blefhng, in

acknow-

Dreadful

fia^ue at

Venki,
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acknowlegement of which the republic built the beautiful

church del Redentore, according to a plan of the famous

architect Andrea Palladio. The plague, however, was
not the only difafter that diflinguifhed this period at Ve-
nice. An accidental fire confumed the whole public pa- A.D.1577.

lace, and deitroyed, among other valuable particulars, the — —
portraits of '.ill the doges, together with a great number Republic

of pictures finifhed by the hands of the greateft mailers. ^,^
The doge, Mocenigo, died in the courfe of the fame year, down.
and was fucceeded by

S E BJS TUN O VE NIE R 0, Doge LXXXFI.
THE fame who acted as general at the battle of Le- Sebafliana

panto : but this great man did not long furvive his eleva- Veniero.

tion. He died in the month of March in the following

year, and was replaced by the election of Niccolo da

Ponte in the eighty-feventh year of his age
f
.

NICCOLO DA PONTE, Doge LXXXVIL
AS the republic now enjoyed the molt perfect tranquil- NUcoh da

Iky, and was attentive to nothing fo much as to the re- Poute*

ftoratioh of commerce, and the cultivation of the arts of

peace, vigour of age, and activity of genius were not fo

necefiary to manage the reins of government as were the

virtues of discretion and experience. We do not find

that any remarkable incident diftinguifhed the admini-

ftration of this doge, except a vifit of two Japonefe am-

baffadors, who had come to Italy, attended by fome Je-

fuits, to pay their fpiritual obedience to the pope. They
were greatly careiTed at Rome by Gregory XIII. as well

as by Sixtus V. who now fucceeded him in the papacy ;

and, in their progrefs through Italy, they repaired to Ve-

nice, where they were entertained with great pomp, and
received many magnificent prefents.

In the courfe of the fame year the doge, Niccolo da Ponte

breathed his laft, on the 30th of July, and, in the following
month, Pafquali Cicogna was elected as his fucceflbr.

PASQUA LI CICOGNJ, DogeLXXXVIIL
THE attention of the new doge was alfo employed Pafquali

on pacific regulations, until the navigation of the republic Cicogna.

was interrupted in fuch a manner by the piracies of the

XJfcocchi (A), that it was found neceffary to chaflife that

f Garzom. Hift. Venet. Mutator. Annal. ad ann.

(A) The Ufcocchi were cor- of Aultria, on the fhore of the

fairs, who harboured in Segna, Adriatic.

2 city belonging to the houle

pre^



JT £ The HiJIory of Venice.

predatory nation. Befides, the warlike preparations of the

Turks filled Venice with freih alarms, and itimulated the

government to take meafures to guard againft the florm

whensoever it might break. Accordingly, their gallies
were refitted, . and their complements completed, and
frefh levies were made in different parts of their domi-
nions. Pietro Gabuzio being employed on this oceafion,

engaged in the fervice of the republic, the famous Marco
Sciarra, at the head of five hundred defperate banditti,

who had long infetied the Campania of Rome, filling
it

with blood, rapine, and defolation. Clement VIII. the

reigning pope, a pontiff of a proud, imperious difpo-

fition, took umbrage at this meafure, and even threatened

the Venetians with temporal as well as fpiritual ven-

geance, unlefs they would deliver thofe mifcreants into

his hands, that they might be punifhed according to their

demerits. The fenate fent an ambaffador extraordinary
to Rome, in order to appeafe his holinefs, and reprefent
how much it would tarniih the honour and good laith of

the republic, to facrifice thofe who had taken the oath of

allegiance to their Hate, confequently had a juft claim to

their protection •, efpecially as the faid banditti fhould ne-

ver have it in their power to do farther injury to the do-

minions of the church, but be employed for the fervice

and advanUige of Chriffendom. All their remon-
firances proved ineffectual ; the pope remained inflexible,

fo that there was a necciiity for finding fome expedient
to give him fatisfaction. Sciarra was afterwards flain,

and his people were fent to Candia, where the greatefl

part of them died of the plague *,

Mean while, the emperor Rodolphus having received

undoubted intelligence that the Turkifh arms were de-

ftined againft his dominions, ftrongly folicited the Vene-
to affift turn in

:uie

tians

dels ; but the fenate

a power whofe venj:

making a diverfion againft the infi-

carefully avoided giving umbrage to

sauce they dreaded from fatal expe-

7'heybuiU rience. Neverthelefs, when the Turks actually invaded

thejortreji Hungary and Croatia, the republic began to be in fuch

pain for Friuli, that they refolved to build a new city,
which might ferve as a frontier and fortrefs againti the

attempts of thofe barbarians. They accordingly chofe a

function on the confines of the Aultrian dominions, about

ten miles from Udine, where they raifed a noble fortrefs,

which they called Palma Nuova, to ferve as a bulwark to

i riuti. This was not the only public work undertaken

ofPalma
Nuova.

Mauroccn. lib. x. Campana, ad ann. 1593.

an4
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and fniifhed during the adminiftration of the doge Ci-

cogna. The famous bridge of the Rialto was alfo built

under his aufpices; his government was equally mild and

fteady, and his character fo diftinguiftied for probity and

difcreiion, that his death, which happened in the month
of April of this year, was univerfally regretted. In the A.D.1596.
courle of the fame month the vacant dignity was rilled by . »

the election of

MARINO GR IMA N I, Doge LXXXIXS
THE Venetians, ever attentive to the political concerns Marino

of Europe, were extremely diffatisfied with the peace of CnmanU

Lyons, concluded under the mediation of cardinal Aldo-

brandino, the pope's nephew, betwixt Henry IV. of

France, and Charles Emanuel, duke of Savoy, which
laft being left in poffcflion of the marquifate of Saluces,
with the fortrefles of Ceutal, Demont, and Rocias Pa-

raviera, had it in his power to exclude for ever the

French from Italy. For this reafon the treaty gave um- Are alarm-

brage to the Venetians, and the grand duke of Tufcany, edatthe

who faw themfelves thus precluded from the hope of all peace cow

future afliftance from the French monarch. They are
£

.

even faid to have offered great funis of money to Henry prance agj
if he would renounce the conceilions he had made ; but, Savoy*

being determined to enjoy that repofe to which he had

been fo long a ftranger, he lent a deaf ear to all their foli-

citations. But what alarmed the Venetians frill more
than the peace, was the conduct of Emanuel, who, not-

withstanding this accommodation, flill kept his army on

foot, while tha conde de Fuentes, governor of Milan,
with whom he maintained a fecret correfpondence, af-

fembled from different quarters an army of thirty thoufand ^ p l6or
effective men, and made vail preparations of horfes, wag- .

gons, artillery, and ammunition. The Venetians being
well acquainted with the turbulent and reltlefs difpofition
of this officer, did not behold this armament without jea-

loufy, and wifely put themfelves on their guard, by raifing
a ftrong body of forces in their dominions on the conti-

nent, and putting their gallies in a condition for fervice ;

but whether the conde had projected a defign to furprize

Marfeilles, which mifcarried; or his extraordinary pre-

parations were made to affift the emperor in Hungary, or

the archduke in Flanders ; certain it is, no attempt was
made to difturb the peace of Italy.

h Garzom. Murator. Annal. ad ann.

Tha
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The republic of Venice, however, found herfelfon the

_~ eve of a rupture with the emperor, in confequence of the

chi are re- pirac ies of the Ufcocchi, upon whom they could not take

moved vengeance without giving offence to the houfe of Auftria,

jrom Segna whofe fubjects they were. In a word, the navigation of
by order of tfae Adriatic, and of confequence the commerce of Ve-

rar

' '

nice, was rendered fo infecure by thofe freebooters, that

the republic refolved to extirpate them, even though at the

rifk of a war with the emperor ; when the pope and the

king of Spain interpofed fo effectually at the court of Vi-

enna, "that exprefs orders were fent to the governor of

Scgna, to punifh the chiefs of thofe adventurers, and re-

move all their families to a diftance from the fea-fide, that

they might be no longer able to exercife their old occupa-
A.D.i 602. tion. This order was executed accordingly-, but this

troublefome race gradually refumed their former employ-
ment in the fequel

c
.

In the courfe of this year, an adventurer appeared at

Venice, and aflumed the name of Don Sebaftian, king of

Portugal, who had been flain in a battle againft the Moors
Pretended \n B^rbary. But as we have given a particular account of
Btm Sebaf- h[ pretender, in our hiftory of Portugal, we mall only

Portugal,
obferve in this place, that the ten ate, after having fent

appears at him to prifon, at the requeft of the Spanifh ambaf-
Venice, fador, at length fet him at liberty, on condition that he

ihould immediately quit their dominions. Soon after

this tranfaction, the republic entered into an alliance

League vivk the Grifons, which was fcrupuloufly obferved on

^TLJ
*

both fides, in fnite of the conde de Fuentes, who em-

ployed all his arts and influence to render it ineffectual.

A.D.1603. At the fame period, they enrolled Henry IV. of France
—— as a noble Venetian, a mark of refpeCf, which proved ex-

tremely agreeable to that monarch, who fent them in a

prefent, the armour he had wore in ail his battles,

which they ftill preferve as a precious depofit in their

arfenal.

A.D. 1606. It was not long before that monarch had an opportu-
'

nity to give them more fubftantial marks of his regard.
The fenate having imprifoned a canon of Vicenza, and

the abbot of Nervefa, for fome delinquencies, and repub-
lished an ancient edict, importing, that no ecclefiaflics

fhould, for the future, acquire immoveable eftates, but

fell thofe they might inherit by will ; and that no new
churches mould be built without permiflion from the fe-

c Marator. Annal. ad arm.

tiatej



The Hiflory of Venice. 32 1

nate* Pope Paul V. confidering thefe fteps as an invafion

of the rights of the clergy, was greatly incenfed, and ex-

pedited a brief to the doge Marino Grimani, threatening
their date with excommunication and interdict, if they
did not immediately repeal this decree, and deliver up the

priibners to the nuncio Mattei. The doge dying the fame

day that the brief was delivered, was fucceeded by

LEONARDO DON J TO, Doge XC.

WHO, with the fenate, refolved to fupport the mea- Leonard*

fures which had been taken. .They reprefented to his holi- Donato.

nefs, how reafonable it was to maintain their ancient laws
and cuftoms, and recapitulated the diforders that might
enfue, if ecclefiaftics had an unlimited power to make
territorial acquisitions. The pope, however, remained Rupture

inflexible, and perceiving the Venetians were determined betwixt thi

to aflert their independency, he publifhed a monitory, de- ?^
e

y
nd

claring the doge and fenate had incurred the fentence of tmnS ,

excommunication, and threatening to lay the whole Itate

under interdict, if, within four and twenty days, they did

not revoke their decrees, and confign the prifoners to the
nuncio. The Venetians, on the other hand, published a

fevere order, that the monitory mould not be fixed up in any-

public place in their dominions ; and commanded the clergy
to perform divine fervice as ufual, on pain of death. The
Jefuits, Theatines, and Capuchins, rather than difobey
the injunctions of hisholinefs, chofe to quit the Venetian

ftate, and the Jefuits made their retreat in folemn pro-
ceflion, which gave great offence to the fenate. As
for the reft of the clergy, they quietly fubmitted to

the laws of their country : nor would the Capuchins of
Brefcia and Bergamo, follow the example of their bre-

thren. Mean while a literary war commenced betwixt
thofe who wrote in defence of the republic's conduct oh
this occafion, and the champions of the church, among
whom the cardinals Baronius and Bellarmine diflinguiihed
themfelves in fupporting the pope's authority. His ho'li-

nefs finding how little the Venetians regarded his fpiritual

thunder, refolved to chaftife them with the arm of flefh.

He began to make levies, and endeavoured to intereft the

court of Madrid in his quarrel. The Venetians, on their

part, were not idle J they increafed their forces by fea and

land, and Italy would have certainly been involved in a

new war, had not his catholic majefty, with the grand-
duke of Tufcany, and feveral other princes employed their

good offices to avert this calamity. But, above all others*

Henry IV. of France exerted himfelf for this purpofe,
Mod. Vol. XXIV. Y from
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frepara- £rom motives f friendfhip for the republic. Already the

•wl'r In P°Pe k*« declared his brother, Franceico Borghefe, general

bothfUes
of his troops, which were augmented by four thoufand

Corficans, and three thoufand Swifs. Additions were
made to the fortifications of Ferrara and the maritime

towns. Philip III. of Spain had promifed to maintain the

papal authority, and even fent orders to the conde deFu-

entes, governor of Milan, to raife forces in that country.
In order to oppofe thefe armaments, the Venetians, over and
above the troops theyhad levied in Italy, directed their gene-
ral, the count de Vaudemont,to engage a body of Germans
in their fervice ; and they had recoufe to the afliftance of

the Grifons and the Swifs, which they fecured by large fub-

fidies. At the fame time they equipped a great number of

fhips, in the Adriatic, the Po, and the Lago di Garda*
and declared to all the Rates of Europe, that they would
facrifice every thing that was dear to them, rather than

give up a point in which their liberty and independence
were fo deeply interefted. Such was the fituation of af-

fairs, when the French king difpatched the cardinal Joyeux
to Italy, with full powers to negociate an accommodation.
This able minifter firft repaired to Venice, where he had

repeated conferences with the doge and fenate, whom he
found determined and unfhaken in their purpofe. From
thence be made a journey to Rome, where he foon made
an impreffion on the mind of his holinefs. He expatiated
on the fatal confequences of war and drfcord. He de-

fcribed the great power and wealth of the republic : he re-

prefented that the king of England had promifed to a (lift:

v them by fea, and even to declare war againft Spain ; and
he frankly owned, that if his catholic majefty mould com-
mence hoftilities, the mofl Chriflian king would oppofe
him with all his power. Thefe remonftrances had fuch

weight with the pontiff, that he invefted the cardinal with

full power to effect a pacification, faving the honour of

the holy fee, and ilipulating as a preliminary, that the Te-

A.D.1607. fuits fhould be reftored. The cardinal, however, on his
"—-* return to Venice, found the fenate fo tenacious and in-

flexible on this point, that he was fain to wave the prelimina-

ry. Neverthelcfs, with the affiilance of Don Francifco

diCaftro, the Spanifh arnbaffador, he concluded a treaty
of peace, in confequence of which, the two prifoners were

configned to the cardinal, by the fecretary of the republic,

who protefled that they were given up, in token of grati-

tude, and refpect to his molt Chriftian majefty, without

prejudice to the authority and independence of the ilate.

The cardinal having delivered them to the pope's commif-
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lary, entered the college, where the doge and the favi Accommo-

were affembled : there, the doors being fhut, he removed aatton e/»

the interdict, and they annulled all the decrees they had
themiia*

made in oppofition to thofe cenfures. The Jefuits remain- tion of the

ed in exile; but the Theatines and Capuchins were rein- trench

flated ; and the fenate fent an ambaflador to Rome, to king*

return thanks to the pope, and make profeffion a-new of

their filial veneration for his holinefs. Notwithstanding
thefe fubmiflions, the republic (till maintained their decrees

touching the effects of the clergy, and continued to judge
and punifh ecclefiaflic delinquents. Immediately after this

pacification, Fra Paolo Sarpi, a Venetian fervite, and fa-

mous theologician, who had, with great ability, written

in defence of the republic, in the lad difpute with Rome,
received intimation from cardinal Bellarmine, to be upon
his guard, as there was a defign againft his life. In con-

Aflafilnd-

fequence of this caution, he, by order of the fenate, wore tion of FrA

a coat of mail under his tunic : but being much incom- Paolo,

moded by the weight of it, he at length laid it afide, and
in a few days was fet upon by affaffins, who left him for

dead, with three and twenty wounds in his body, and then

efcaped in a gondola, which the pope's nuncio had pre-

pared fome days before. Fra. Paolo recovered, and the

infamy of this affaffination remained with cardinal Bor-

ghefe, the favourite nephew of his holinefs h
. This was

the lad incident, which in any (hape dillurbed the go-
vernment of the doge, Leonardo Donato, who died in the

month of July, in the year 1612, and was fucceeded by A.D.i6i« f

Marcantonio Memo, a nobleman of diftinguiflied prur i»

dence, in the feventy-eighth year of his age.

MJRCJNTONIO MEMO, Doge XCL
A new flame had like to have been kindled about the Marcan-

fucceftion of Monfcrrat, upon the death of Francifco, duke tonio Ms*

of Mantua, without heirs male. The pretenders were the mB*

duke of Savoy, and cardinal Ferdinando Gonzaga, who
affumed the title of duke of Mantua, as heir to his brother,
the deceafed duke Francifco. Being deftitute of forces to

fupport his pretentions againft fuch a powerful competi-
tor, he had recourfe to the protection of different ftatQs ;

and the Venetians, together with Cofmo, grand-duke of

Tufcany, declared in his favour, apprehending that the

duke of Savoy depended upon the affiftance of Spain,
which might ieize this opportunity to enlarge her domi-
nions on the fide of Italy. Moved by this consideration,

the Venetians, when the duke of Savoy took the field, and
14

Siri. Mcmor. Record. Garzon. Murator. Annal.
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Conteji
about the

Monjerrat)
betwixt
the duke "of

Savoy und
the cardi-

nal duke

Fgrdinando

Conzaga.

made himfelf matter of Trino and Altea, fupplied the

cardinal duke with money, to raife a body of three them-

fand Germans* At the fame time, he engaged in his fer-

vice a like number of Swifs, and a confiderablc body of

Italians, while the grand-duke of Tufcany undertook to

fend him a flrong reinforcement. Spain, however, was
fo far from fupporting the duke of Savoy, that Philip hav-

ing in vain exhorted him to defiit from hoitilities, reftore

the places he had taken, and refer the difpute to the arbi-

tration of the pope, he ordered the governor of Milan to-

take the field again ft him ; and that officer accordingly

obliged him to relinquish the fiege of Nizza della Paglia,
which he had undertaken. In a word, he was fain to

comply with a good grace, and promifed to confign the

conquefts he had made in the Monferrat, to the imperial
and Spanifh minifters, who afterwards ieltored them to the

duke of Mantua.
In the courfe of the following year, the Ufcocchi re-

fumed their trade of piracy, and not only difturbed the

commerce of the republic of Venice as ufual, but alfo

made prizes of all the Turkifh vefieis that fell in their way j

infomuch that the grand feignor fent an officer to Venice,
with a threatening meftage, as if the republic connived at,

AD.1614. and encouraged the infolence of thefe people. Twelve of

their armed barks, at this very period, falling in with a

Venetian galley, commanded by Chriftoforo Veniero, near

the ifland of Pago, made themfelves mailers of it by fur-

prize, and maffacred the whole crew and all the officers*

except the commander. They afterwards pillaged feveral

places belonging to the Venetians as well as to the Turks,
and carried off into captivity a great number of women
and children. All the meafures taken by the archduke

Ferdinand, to punifh and reflrain thofe adventurers, prov-

ing ineffectual, the Venetians fent the captain of the

Gulf to make reprifals, and he executed his orders writh

fuch fuccefs, that many nefts of thofe pirates were de-

ftroyed.
But the republic, not content with committing hoflili-

ties againft the Ufcocchi by fea, blocked up Triefle and

Fiume with their gallies, and fent a detachment by land,

to deftroy the falt-works, which the inhabitants of Triefte

had railed, concrary to their engagements with the Vene-
tians» This detachment being attacked and cut in pieces

by two Auftrian partizans, the republic fent an army of

ten thoafand men into the Auftrian territories, where they
took above fixty villages, and inverted Gradifca, a ilrong
fortrefs on the river Lifonzo, which, however, they were

not

The Ufcoc-
chi reneio

their depre
dations.

AD. i6r 5 .
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not able to reduce. Thefe hoftilities produced an open Rupture
and declared war betwixt the houfe of Auftria and the betwixt

Hate of Venice. The forces of the republic being aug-
the i/ene

'.

merited by new levies, which were made in Albania and
tfo h ™re Q

c

Dalmatia, the two proveditors, Fofcarino and Erezzo, re- Auftria.
duced Chiavaretto, Lucenifo, Fara, and fome other places.
On the other hand, the Auftrians being Itrongly rein-

forced, not only repulfed the Venetian army, but ra-

vaged great part of their territories with fire and fword.

During thefe tranfactions, the doge died, and his place
was filled with

GIOVANNI BEMBO, Doge XCIL
THE next year proved rather more favourable to Giovanni

the arms of the republic. They took the fortrefs of Bembo.

Mafcheniza, and deftroyed Sorifa, which was a neftof the

Ufcocchian pirates. The provediror Fofcarini, and count

Francefco Martinengo, recovered Pontieba, which the Au-
ftrian had reduced, and afterwards made themfelves maf-
ters of Caporetto, a place of importance : at the fame time
Don Giovanni de Medici, entered into the fervice of the

republic, with the title of governor-general '. They/were
in a fair way of profecuting the war to advantage againft
the Auftrians by land, when they found themfelves obliged
to make head agaiiifl a formidable enemy at fea : this was
no other than the duke d'OiTuna, viceroy of Naples, the

profefTed enemy of Venice, whofe pretentions to the fove-

reignty of the Adriatic lie could never digeit. This noble- Theduie

man, partly {limulated by envy, and partly fired with am-
vicero^o'f

bition to fignalize himfelf in behalf of the houfe of Au-
Naples, fits

Itria, .equipped a powerful armament of galleons, which out afleet
he fent into the Adriatic, under the command of Fran- againft the

cefco Riviera, to make a diverfion in favour of the Auftrian enetmns*

arms ; but he found the Venetians fo well prepared to re-

ceive him, that he thought proper to retire, and take fhel-

.ter at Brindifi. The duke d'O-Tuna, more and more ani-

mated againft the republic, found means to reinforce his

armament in fuch a manner, that his fleet not only com-

pelled the enemy to quit the fea, but even threatened Ve- AD.1617.
nice with a fiege, under the aufpices of Don Pedro de Ley-

-

va, who was now appointed general in chief of the expe-
dition. In this emergency, the Venetians repaired all the

fortifications at the mouths of the Laguna, provided ma-

gazines, and armed the inhabitants. The captain-general,
or proveditor, Gian Giacomo Zane, fleered to Liefina

with his fleet, compofed of forty light gallies, as many
1 Garzon. Muratcr. Arinal.

Y 3 barca-
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barcalongas, fix galeaffes, and fifteen galleons, having on
The Vene- board twenty thoufand men, but moitly undifciplined. The
turn jteet Spanifh or Neapolitan armada coming in fi^ht, a battle

battle
mu ^ have enfued, had not the Venetian general fuddenly
tacked about, and retired into harbour. He was tried, in

the fequel, for this pufillanimous conduct and acquitted.
Mean while Riviera, being driven by contrary winds upon
the coaft of Dalmatia, fell in with fome Venetian fhips,

richly laden, which they took, and thefe prizes did more
than defray the expence of the expedition. However, as

a negociation for peace was, by this time, fet on foot at

the court of Madrid, his catholic majefty fent orders to

The cam- his fleet to quit the Adriatic. Neverthelefs, the Venetians
fai^n by having received a reinforcement of four thoufand three

*vo r Vll hundred Hollanders, under the command of John count

the repub-
°^ Naflau, they palled the Lifanzo, and made an attempt

ftV, upon Gorizia ; but all their efforts mifcarried, and what

by diftemper, and what by the fword, above thirty thou-»

fand foldiers arefaid to have perifhed in the courfe of this

campaign ; whereas the lofs of the Auflrians did not much
exceed the eighth part of that number.

During thefe tranfaclions, Pietro Gritti, the Venetian

ambaflador at Madrid, fubferibed fuch articles of accom-
modation as were by no means agreeable to his confti-

tuents. It was ftipulated that the archduke Ferdinand,
now king of the Romans, fhouid remove the Ufcocchi

from Segna, to a confiderable diflance from the fea-fide ;

and that the places taken on both fides in the courfe of the

war fhould be mutually reftored The fenate of Venice,
who expected to be indemnified for the damage done to

the (late by the depredations of the duke d'Ofiuna, were

incenfed again ft their minifters who h id fubferibed thofe

articles, and refufed to relinquifh the fiege of Gradifca,
which their arms had reduced to extremity ; when the go-
vernor of Milan taking the field,- ravagrd the territories of

Bergamo and Crema ; a diverfion that laved Gradifca, and

induced the fenate to ratify the articles without farther

faeifica- delay. Thus were the blefhngs of peace reftored to Lorn-*

tton with hardy and Friuli ; but the Adriatic wa§ (till agitated from
the houfe of t|ie jate ftorm . As the Ragufans had given (belter and
- *rrta*

furnifhed provifions to the armament of the duke d'Of-

funa, the Venetians ordered their admiral to ravage the

territories of that republic. In this extremity the Ragu-r
fans had recourfe to OfTuna, who fent Riviera to their

afiiftance, with a flrong fquadron of gallies and galleons ;

and the two fleets came in fight of each other on the iotU

cfry of December. Next day the cannonading began at a

diftance \
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diftance ; but the Venetian foldiers were fo intimidated,
that they abfolutely refufed to obey the orders of their ge-
neral Veniero : mean while, the wind increafing to a very
hard gale, the two fleets parted. The Venetians bore The Vtne*

away for Albania and Sclavonia, with the lofs of five gal- [ians a^ain

lies which foundered in the ftorm ; and the Spaniards took
mlult

d
e
i by

d*

refuge in Manfredonia and Brindifi. The V enetian offi- qS^J
cers who had mifbehaved on this occafion, were feverely

punifhed in the fequel, and Veniero was handfomely re-

warded. The republic, with a view to redeem her ho-

nour, and aflert her dominion in the Adriatic, immedi-

ately augmented her navy, which had three thoufand

Hollanders on board, fo as to form a more powerful ar-

mament than fhe had equipped for a feries of ages *,
and

her admiral putting to lea, cruifed along the gulf a whole

year, without feeing the face of an enemy ; for the duke
<TOiFuna never afterwards made any open attempt againft
the (late ; though he is faid to have employed in the fe-

quel the moft treacherous means for the deftru&ion of the

republic
m

. Mean while, conferences were held with the

minifters of the emperor Matthias, and his brother Fer-

dinand, king of the Romans, for the punctual execution

of the articles of the treaty. The trade of the Adriatic

was fecured by tranfplanting the Ufcocchi corfairs from

Segna and the fea fide to Carlftadt and other Turkifh fron-

tiers, and all their veflels were reduced to aflies. The

republic of Venice had fcarce begun to tafte the fwcets of

this pacification, when fhe found herfelf on the very brink

of deftru£Hon, from one of the moft dangerous and def-

perate confpiracies that ever was planned ; a confpiracy
which is faid to have taken its origin from the indefati-

gable brain of the turbulent duke d'Olfuna, whofe hatred

to the Venetians was equally malignant and implacable :

in a word, the fenate difcovered that a defign was formed
to fet fire to the arfenal, and different parts cf the city ;

to force open and plunder the Zecca and the treafury of A.D.161&,
St. Mark ; to maflacre the principal fenators ; and occu-

py all the flrong pods of Venice. For the execution of

this infamous plot, the marquis de Bedmar, the Spanifh

ambafiador, is faid to have introduced into the city, under
various pretences, a confiderable number of French and

Spaniards : armed barks were provided to feize and fecure

the harbours of the Laguna ; and a fleet of large fhips
from Naples was to fpread terror and confufion along the

foaft, and land a body of troops betwixt Friuli and Ve-

a Murator. Annal.
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Con/piracy
nice. The hidorians Nani and San Real dcfcribe mi-

cf the mar- nutelyall the circumdances of this confpiracy, which, after

qui* de
2i]\ i \ s jeft jn fy^ obfcurity as we cannot pretend to elu-

pcamar.
fifox^ inafmuchas the fenate obferved the mod cautious

filence with refpecl: to the examinations that were taken

on this occafion. They did not, even in the mod didant

manner, pretend to accufe the duke d'Ofluna ; but ad-

mitted the Spaniih ambaflador into the council, without

making the lead complaint or mention of this horrible at-

tempt. Some writers, and among the reft, Vittorio Siri,

look upon the whole confpiracy as a fiction ; obferving,
that it would have been mere madnefs to think of matter-

ing fuch a city as Venice, full of people, divided by an in-

finite number of canals, defended by a number of for-

treffes, and fecured by a naval force, much more power-
ful than any that the viceroy of Naples could equip for the

execution of fuch a plan. Certain it is, however, a great
number of Frenchmen and Spaniards were apprehended
in Venice, and other parts of the republic's dominions,
and of thefe fome were hanged, and others thrown into

the fea n
. The doge, Giovanni Bembo, dying at this pe-

riodj was replaced by

NICCOLO DONATO, Doge XCIII.

WHO did not furvive his elevation above one month.
Then the election fell upon

ANTON10 PRIULI, Doge XCIiL

W HO at that time commanded the force he re*

public in the neighbourhood of Veglia fn ence,

returning to Venice, he was rece :'d v. it! it fo-

Jemnity by the fenate and people °. Th V .ns,

dill watchful over the intere.fts o: Italy, could nr vv.rh-

out jealoufy behold the progrefs of the duk-
"

=

na,
the Spanifh governor of Milan, who, ( pretc .ce of

adiding the Catholics of the Vaitelline a^a.i
'

th
- here-

tics, had reduced feveral places, and even buill 's in

the country of the Grifons, who were the ;i'ies pi
T he re-

public. The fenate not only fupplied them with money
to take meafures for their own defence, but they made

ftrong remonstrances at the court of Madrid ; endeavoured

to intered the pope and all the Italian princes in the com-
mon caufe j and made the mod preihng indances with

Lewis XIII. of France, to engage in a league with them
and the duke of Savov, in order to bridle the ambition of

JJiccoh

PonalOt

4ntonio
Briuli.

VjO*e Nani. San Ileal. Sir:, Garzoni, Marator. Annal.

$J?ain j
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Spain ; and this aim at length they accomplished : not that A.D. 162**

the French king really intended to ufe compulfive means

againft the court of Madrid, with which he was fo inti- £'«?"* *'-

mately connected in point of confanguinity and alliance, Jy^*'
but he imagined that the very fame of this confederacy, andVenice
would induce the miniftry of Philip IV. to liften to tvith re-

terms of accommodation, nor was he difappointed in this fpeel to the

expectation. The Spanifh monarch agreed to confign all
Valu"ine»

the fortreiTes which he had taken or built in Rhetia and
the Valtelline, to the pope, who mould garrifon and keep
them as a depofit until the Catholic religion fhould be fe-

cured in that country from all attempts of the Proteftants.

This year was diitinguiihed at Venice by a melancholy
incident, produced from the jealoufy and rigour of the

ftate inquifition ; Antonio Fofcherini, a noble Venetian
and fenator, being accufed of maintaining a fecret corres-

pondence with foreign minifters, was publicly executed as Execution
a traitor to his country ; but after his death his innocence of Antonio

was accidentally diicovered. Certain perfons being tried fofcherini

and convicted of bearing falfe witnefs, one of them con-

felled, that he had unjuftly informed againft the fenator

Fofcherini, for the fake of the reward given to thofe who
difcovered ftate criminals. Ail that the fenate could do
on this melancholy occafion, was to punifli feverely the

infamous informer, and publifh an edict vindicating the

reputation of the deceafed nobleman, and reftoring his fa-

mily to their former rank and honours p.

In the courfe of the fucceeding year, the doge, Anto- A.D. 1623.
nio Priuli, paid his debt to nature, and was Succeeded by »

FRANCESCO CONTJRING, Doge XCV.

WHO died in the fecond year of his adminiftration, francere9
and Giovanni Cornaro was elected in his room. Contarwo,

GIOVANNI CORNAROy Doge XCVL
NEITHER was the government of this new dogedif- Giovanni

turbed by the horrors of war, or any other calamity ; al- Cornari.

though great part of Italy was embroiled on account of the

fucceflion of iVlantua and Montferrat, which was conceit-

ed by a variety of competitors. The republic acknow- A.D. 162$,,

leged Charles Gonzaga, duke deNevers, in France, who
was indeed the true heir, and even aflifted him with their

influence at different courts of Europe, as well as with

money, artillery, and ammunition j but they did not en-

ter as principals into the war, contenting themfelves with

f Nani. VirtQrio. Siri. Murator. Annal.

main-
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Contarino

maintaining their army and navy on a refpe&able footing.
A.D. 1619. After a reign of four years, the doge Cornaro departed
*"

this life ; and Niccolo Contarino was chofen his fuccefibr.

NICCOLO CONTARINO, Doge XCVIL
IT was in the courfe of the following year, that

Charles Gonzaga, duke of Mantua, being befieged in his

capital by the imperialifts, folicited the Venetians fo ear-

nestly to take fome effectual meafures for his relief, and
the French ambaffador made fuch prefling. inftances for

the fame purpofe, that they fent thither a confiderable de-

tachment, together with a convoy of provifions and am-
munition -,

but they were totally routed by the befiegers,
andfackof who hampered the place more and more, until it was re-
i&anlua. duced by famine and the plague to fuch a deplorable con-

Xedufiton

Fence*

dition, that there was not a fufhcient number of foldiers

left to defend the ramparts. Such was the defencelefs

ftate of the flourishing city of Mantua, when the befiegers,
either by treachery or furprize, entered the place, which

A.P.i 630. they facked and plundered for three days. As for the
• duke, he was ftript of all his effects, and turned out

of the city with his duchefs, in fuch indigence, that

he was obliged to borrow two thoufand piftoles of the Ve-
netians for prefent fubfiftence q

. Thefe were not the only
inconveniencies which the republic fuffered from the fiege

A dreadful of Mantua. The plague, which began in that city, fpread
plague at itfelf over great part of Lombardy, and even extended to

Venice, where it raged to fuch a degree, as to fweep off

above feventy thoufand fouls, befides five hundred thou-

fand that perifhed by it in other towns and territories of

the republic. The infanta Maria, his Catholic majefty's

filler, being betrothed to the emperor's fon Ferdinand,

king of Hungary, it was refolved, as Italy was infefted by
the plague, that the fame gallies which brought this prin-
cefs as far as Naples, fhould carry her to Triefte. The
Venetians, jealous of their prerogatives in the Adria-

tic, oppofed the paflage of this fleet with great eagernefs
and perfeverance, offering to conduct the infanta in their

own gallies ; and the difpute rofe fo high as even to

threaten a rupture ; but at length the imperialifts and Spa-
niards agreed to accept of the republic's offer ; and fhe

was accordingly conveyed in their gallies from Ancona to

Triefte, and treated in the voyage with incredible magni-
ficence. At this period death deprived them of" their doge,
Niccolo Contarino, who was fuccecded by

r

* Nani. Vianoli. Vittorio. Siri * Murator. Annal,
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FRANCESCO ERIZZO, Doge XCVIIL
IT was now they began to enjoy in reality the bleffings Franeefco

of repofe, while Germany, Piedmont, and fome other Erizzo.

parts of Italy were defolated by a cruel war. The only
circumftance that ruffled their tranquillity was a differ-

ence with pope Urban VIII. about the boundaries of the

Ferrarefe, which, however, was foon amicably deter-

mined. A fleet of corfairs from Algiers and Tunis having
entered the Adriatic with a defign, as it was believed, A.D. 163?,

to feize the treafure of the Loretto, Marino Capello, the -*

Venetian admiral, failed in quell of them with twenty- \!*
e Ve**m

eight gallies and two galeafles, and attacking them in
miraltak s

the harbour of Vallona, even under the cannon of the aivhole

Turks, took their whole fquadron, which he carried in fquadron of

triumph to Corfu. This exploit had well nigh entailed B<*rbary

upon the republic a new war with the Othoman Porte,
corfairs-

whofe indignation, however, the fenate found means to

appeafe
s
. It mult be owned, for the honour of the Ve-

netians, that, for a feries of ages, they had been the chief

bulwark of Italy, not only againft the infidels, but alfo in

fruftrating the defigns of the houfe of Auftria, ever fam-

ed for ambition and rapacity. The ftate of Venice, on
all occafions of importance, acted with propriety, dignity,
and decorum ; and their conduct was always influenced by
the wifeft maxims of policy and legiflation. They, with

a laudable fpirit of independence, oppofed every encroach-

ment of papal ufurpation : they carefully maintained the Wife max*
balance of power in Italy, by protecting and fupporting

inn oj the

every prince and ftate that was in danger of being op-
r*puMk*

preffed ;
and one of their chief objects was to keep the

paffesinto Italy free and open, that in cafe the Auftrians,
either from Spain or Germany, fhould feek to extend their

dominions in that country, recourfe might be had to the

affiftance of France, and other powers with whom they
were in alliance. At this period, a rupture happening be-

twixt pope Urban and Edward, prince of Parma, whom
the Barberini, nephews of his holinefs, wanted to deprive
of Caftro and Ronciglione, hoftilities commenced, and A.D. 1646.

the duke of Parma would have been totally ruined if the —-

Venetians had not interpofed their affiftance and good
offices, in confequence of which a pacification was effected.

In the courfe of this year, however, an incident hap-

pened which was productive of melancholy confequences
to the republic of Venice. A Maltefe fquadron cruifing

G.irzon. Stor. Venet.

in
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in the neighbourhood of Rhodes, falling in with a large
Turkifh galeafs, accompanied by two fmall gallies and
feven faicks, attacked them without hefitation, and, after

a defperate engagement, took the large galeafs, which be-

longed to the fultanefs, and was bound to Egypt; fo

richly laden, that the cargo was valued at three millions

of geld. The fultanefs was fo exafperated at this lofs, that

iheemployed allher influencein exciting Ibrahim, the grand
feignor, to revenge the infult, and he accordingly deter-

mined, efpecialiy as the powers of Europe were at war

among themfelves, to turn his arms againft Chriftendom
"without farther delay. A prodigious armament of gallies,

galleons, and faicks were equipped, having on board four-

teen thoufand fpahis, feven thoufand janizaries, and about

forty thoufand other infantry. It was given out at Con-

itantinople, that this embarkation was defigned againft
Malta, in revenge for the capture which the knights had
made in the preceding year : but all of a fudden the Ve-
netian baily, who had been hitherto careffed at the Porre,
was imprifoned, and the Turkifh armament failed directly
to Canclia, which belonged to the republic. There their

forces being landed, immediately reduced the fort of San

Todero, and then inverted the city of Canea. The Vene-
tians, alarmed at this unexpected invallon, employed all

their attention and induftry in augmenting their forces by
fea and land, and difpatched ambafTadors to implore the

afiiftance of all the Chriftian potentates ; but as the moil

powerful dates of Europe were then at war among them-

felves, they afforded the republic little more than good
wiihes and commiferation. Pope Innocent X. however,
who had lately fucceeded Urban VIII, prevailed upon the

grand-duke of Tufcany, and the religion of Malta, to

join his and the Neapolitan gallies, fo as to formal fqua-
dron of twenty-three, under the command of prince Lu-

dpvifio, who had married his niece, Donna. Conftantia;
but this fleet was too late to be of any fervice during the

firft campaign, and that of the Venetians was in a great
meafure rendered ufelefs by the diflenfions that arofe be-

twixt the general Cornaro and Marino Capello.
Mean while the fiege of Canea was profecuted with

fuch vigour, that, notwithflanding the moftobftinate de-

fence, in which even the women bore 3 part, the place
was obliged to fubmit on the 1 8th of Auguft. S.uch was
the unfortunate beginning of the war of Candia, the moft
tedious and expenfive that ever the republic maintained

againft the Othomans ; a war diflinguifned by a great va-

riety of great actions, which, though the event proved

unhappy.
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unhappy, neverthelefs itill redounded to the glory of the

Venetian name. In order to oppofe the progrefs of the

Turks, it was necelTary to choofe a captain-general of the

naval forces, and that office was, in the great council,

unanimoufly conferred upon the doge Francefco Erizzo,
a very unulual teftimony in favour of that illuftrious pa-
triot, who, though feventy years of age, accepted of the

charge without hefitation \ but death deprived his coun-

try of the benefit of his great talents, in the month of Ja-

nuary, when Francefco Molino was elected doge, and the

poll of captain-general conferred upon Giovanni Capello.

FRANCESCO MOLINO, Doge XCIX.
THE Venetian fleet now confided of fixty-fix gallies, Traneefeo

fix galeafies, forty large (hips of war, befides a great
Molina.

number of fmaller veiTels ; a force fuihcient to prevent
the Turkifh armament from coming without the Dar-

danelles, and even to defeat it in a pitched battle ; but

neither of thefe objects was purfued. The Turks be-

fieged and took the city of Retimo, and carrying their

arms into Dalmatia, made themfelves mafters of No-

vigrad. In the mean time the plague co-operated with

the enemy in defolating the ifland. of Candia. In the Succtfs of
courfe of the following campaign the arms of the Vene- theVe*c-

dans were more fuccefsful in Dalmatia, where they reco- '!?".'*". ,

covered Novigrad, and reduced to their obedience Na-
"

dino, Scardona, Zemonico, and fome other places. This

period was likewife diftinguifhed by the gallantry of Tom-
mafo Morofino, commander of the capitana, who defend-
ed himfelf againft fifty-two Turkifh gallies, and, though
•he loft his life glorioufly in the engagement, deftroyed
above fifteen hundred of the enemy. The next achieve-
ment of the Venetian arms was the reduction of the im-

portant fortrefs of Clifla, an advantage overbalanced by
the effects of a dreadful ftorm, which {battered the greatelt

part of their naval force. Two (hips and three gallies

foundered, including the capitana, in which perifhed di-

vers noblemen, together with Giam Batifta Grrmani, the

captain-general, who was fuceeeded in that office by Luigi

Mocenigo. The Turks, mean while, undertook the A.D.164S.

fiege of Candia, capital of the ifland, but met with fuch a

warm reception from the garrifon, that, after fome fruit- Firjifuge

lefs attacks, they relinquifhed that enterprize for the pre-
f CaKdi*

fent. At the fame time Jacopi da Riva, the Venetian ^urJeu

admiral, obtained a victory over the Turkifh fleet, which
he attacked in the harbour of Focchia, where he burned

thirteen
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A.D.1650.

The Turks
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the Vene~
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Another

Jea en-

gagement.

thirteen of their veflels, took a large (hip of war, a galeafs,
and a galley, and killed three thoufand of their foldiers

and feamen. This action was the more honourable for

the republic, as they had not been joined this year by the

gallies of pope Innocent X. who was become lukewarm in

their concerns. In Candia, the Turks having raifed the

fiege of the capital, though flill determined on the con-

quer! of the iiland, in order to hamper that city, built a

regular fortrefs in its neighbourhood, to which they gave
the name of New Candia, and from which they reaped
all the advantage they had propofed in its erection. The

fucceeding campaign, however, was favourable to the

arms of the republic. On the 22d day of June the

Turkilh armament, confiiling of feventy-three gallies,
fix galeaffes, fifty-three large (hips of war, and a great
number of fmall vefiels, fleering betwixt the iflands of

Santorini and Scio, fell in with the Venetian fleet, which,

though much inferior in number, did not decline the bat-

tle. It being late when they engaged, the night parted
them j but next day the action was renewed with great

fury on both (ides \ and, after a long and defperate con-

flict:, victory declared for the Venetians. The enemy
bore away in confufion, leaving in the hands of the vic-

tors eight large (hips of war, a great galeafs, and the ca-

pitana, commanded by the bafhaw of the Morea. The
Venetians afterwards facked the ifland of Leria, and
burned a great number of merchant-fhips belonging to the

infidels. Mean while the French ambaffador at Conftan-

tinople endeavoured to mediate a peace, to which the Porte

refufed to confent on any other terms than that of the re-

public's making an entire ceilion of the ifland of Candia.

No action or enterprize of importance diftinguifhed the

two following campaigns ; but, in the third, Lorenzo

Delfino, general of Dalmatia, at the head of fix thou-

fand men, inverted the ftrong fortrefs of Chnin, which he

began to batter with great fury, when a body of five thou-

fand Turks came to the relief of the place, and obliged
him to raife the fiege with equal damage and difgrace.

• In the month, of June the Turkifh and Venetian fleets
'

engaged in the Levant, and, although the latter was

greatly inferior in point of number, it maintained the bat-

tle with furprifmg bravery, and even deftroyed fome of

the enemy's (hips; but, at the fame time, its own lofs

was more confiderable ; though each fide claimed the vic-

tory, to which neither had a good title
l
.

* Vittor. Siri. Vianoli. Graziani. Murator. Annal.

In
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In the following March, the place of doge being va- A.D.1655.

cated by the death of Francefco Molino, was filled by the •

election of

CARLO CONTJRINO, Doge C
IN the fame month Francefco Morofino, the captain- Carlo

general, having fubdued the ifland of Egina, from which Contarino.

he carried off four hundred Haves, he attacked and made
himfelf matter of Volo on the coaft of Macedonia, which
he pillaged and reduced to allies. But he derived much Morofino

more honour from a victory over the Turkim fleet, which yfsJhe

he obtained at the Dardanelles, on the 21ft of June, when fleet ff tne
he took or deflroyed twenty-four of their gallics, and Darda~

killed, or made prifoners near eight thoufand of their men. neties.

He afterwards befieged Napoli di Romania, which, how-

ever, he could not reduce: but he tpok Megara, which
he burnt, after having pillaged the place, where he found

a confiderable booty, with a great quantity of corn. Carlo

Contarino dying in the fecond year after his elevation

was fucceeded by

FRANCESCO CORNJRO, Doge CI.

"WHO furviving his election but twenty days, Francefco

BERTUCCIO VALIERO, Doge CIL
WAS elected in his room. Bertuccio

Alexander VII. having fucceeded Innocent X. in the Valiero.

papacy, the republic of Venice had reafon to expect a

confiderable reinforcement from his holinefs, for, in the

conclave, he had written with his own hand, the decree

obliging the future pope to fend a fquadron of gallies,
with three thoufand infantry to the defence of Candia :

but he was no fooner preferred to the tiara, than he dart-

ed a thoufand difficulties, and all the Venetians could ob-
tain was a reinforcement of four gallies. Neverthelefs,
the fleet of the republic, as ufual, failed to the Darda-

nelles, in order to block up the Turkifh armament, which

being very powerful, refolved to force its paflage, under
the command of Sinan, bafhaw, who, on the 26th of

June, gave battle to the Venetians, commanded by the

captain-general Lorenzo Marcello, whofe fleet confided
of twenty-five (hips of war, as many gallies, feven ga-
leafTes, and (even gallies belonging to the religion of

Malta : after an obftinate engagement of two hours, the A glorious

infinels betook themfelves to flight, and, being purfued, vifary

great numbers of them leapt into the fea. Many of their
obtained bJ

(hips were burned, and others dallied in piece's againll Marcello.

tfje rocks : thirteen gallies, five galeaffes, and fix fhips of

war
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war were taken by the Venetians. Ten tlioufand infidel*

are faid to have been ilain ; five thoufand Chriftian flaves

recovered their freedom, and a great quantity of
artillery,

ammunition, provifion, and plunder fell into the hands

of the victors. But the joy occafioned by this glorious

victory was, in a great manner, damped by the lofs of the

captain-general Marcello, who loft his life in the engage-
ment. After this fortunate event the Venetians fubdued

the ifland and rock of Tenedos, together with the ifle and

city of Lemnos, which they fecured with ftronggarrifons".
But both thefe iflands were retaken next year by the infi-

dels, who had exerted themfelves furprifmgly in preparing
a new armament, of extraordinary ftrength, againft the

republic. In this emergency they renewed their felicita-

tions with the pope, and urged them with fuch earnefl-

nefs and humility, that he relolved to exert himfclf in

their favour; but, in the firft place, he infilled upon the

reftoration of the Jefuits through all their dominions ; and

this point being gained, he granted, by way of fubfidy,
to the republic, the effects of the little convents he had

abolifhed, and the orders of Cruciferi and Spirito Santo,
which he had fupprefled within the territories of the ftate.

A.D.1657. It was at this period that Mocenigo, their captain-gene-

ral, encountered fourteen large (hips of war from Bar-
F*ogrefs of barVj going to join the Turkifh armada. As they were

ftrongly manned with veterans, they maintained an ob-

itinate battle for fome time, but at laft were overpower-
ed ; four of them were taken, three ran afhore and were

burnt, and the other feven efcaped with difficulty. After

the action the Venetians took the port and fortrefs

of Suazich, where they made prize of a number of

Turkifh and Barbary faics ; but in a fubfequent encounter

at fea, the general Mocenigo loit his life, and his fhip, the

A.D.1658. capitana, deftroyed by fire. His death was, in a little time,
— — followed by that of the doge, in whofe room Giovanno

Pefaro was elected.

GJOFJNNO PESARO, Doge CUT.

Giovanni
THE republic being by this time exhaufled by a Jong

rejaro. expenfive war, it was debated in the fenate, whether they
fhould not accept of peace on the conditions propofed by
the grand feignor, namely, that of giving up the ifland of

Candia; but it appeared fo arbitrary and unjuft to the

majority, that they refolved to continue the war to the laft

extremity, rather than comply with fuch difhonourable

B Gatzon. Stor. Venet.

terms*
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terms. The pope, the rich cardinals, and many noble- <rhe car-

men of Rome, were fo affected by this generous refo- dinah and

lution, that they vied with Otie another in giving affift- mobility

ance to the republic ;
over and above the twelve gallies

of ^'

furnifhed by. the pope, the grand-duke, and the Maltefe, to the aljifl-

ten (tout ihips were equipt for their fervice by the cardi- ance ofthe

nals and nobility. Even cardinal Mazarine lent them a Venetians,

fupply of a hundred thoufand Crowns ; and the court of

France, being difgufted with the Othoman Porce, re-

folved to fend a ftrong reinforcement to Candia, provided
the peace with Spain mould take effecl:. Nothing of con-

fequence, however, happened in the courfe of this cam-

paign ; and next year the doge being removed by death,
Was fucceeded by

DO AllN ICO CONTJRINO, Doge CIV,

HOSTILITIES feemed to languifh in the Levant, as Dominko
the papal and Malttfe gallies did not join the Venetian Contarino.

armada* Neverthelefs, Morofino took by furprize the for- AD. 1659.
trefs of Tamon, in the gulf of CafTandra, which he de- ^

moliflied. He likewife reduced and deftroyed Chefme in Conquejls

Natolia, where he acquired a rich booty, together with a ^
Moro*

good train of artillery. The Venetians alfo ravaged the

ifland of Patmos, and took Caftel Ruzo, a confiderable

fortrefs, which they difmantled.

Cardinal Mazarine having induced Lewis XIV. to fend
a body of four thoufand men to the afliftance of the Vene-
tians in Candia, that reinforcement, under the command
of prince Almerigo, landed at Suda, and, joining the

Venetian troops, advanced, in order to form the fiege of

Canea; but finding it (Irongly reinforced from Nuova Can-

dia, they changed their plan, and directed their march
towards this new city, the garrifon of which was now di-

minifhed by the draughts made to Canea. They had al-

ready entered the fuburbs, and taken fome cannon, when
the foldiers began to plunder in the utmoft confufion. The Mifcar-

Turkifh garrifon taking advantage of their diforder, fal-
ri
r
ageof t^i

lied out upon them with fuch impetuofity, that they were
^Jlll*??

entirely routed and fled to Candia, with the lofs of fifteen Candia,
hundred men ; and with this abortive attempt the cam-

paign ended. Prince Almerigo being taken ill, was con-

veyed for the benefit of the air to the iiland of Paros,
where, however, he died in the month of November.

In the following fummer, George Morofino, who had
fucceeded Francefco as captain-general, failed in queft o£

Mod. Vol, XXIV, Z the
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the Turkifh fleet, and fell in with it on the 25th day of

Auguft, off the ifland of Melo. The enemy was (truck

with fuch a panic at fight of the Chriftians, that they
bore away in great confufion. Seven of their gallies run-

ning afhore, the crews made their efcape : four were

taken, fome dafhed in pieces on the rocks, and the re-

mainder difperfed. The fame good fortune attended An-
tonio Priuli, who took fome rich Turkifh prizes, and

deftroyed a good number of their vefTels ; but, on the

other hand, fome Venetian {hips, richly laden, fell into

the hands of the Barbary corfairs. The pope, mean
while, endeavoured to form a league of the Chriilian

princes againft the infidels, but his meafures proved inef-

A,D.i66i. fe&ual. The king of Spain had his hands full in Portu-
1

—
gal : Lewis XIV. had a warm fide to the Othoman Porte,
the ancient ally of his crown : the emperor was more dif-

pofed to prolong the truce with the Turks, even at the

expence of fome conceflions, than to enter the lifts again
with fuch a formidable antagonift ; and even the pope
was ftartled at the thoughts of expending more mo-

ney in oppofing the arms of the Muflulmans ; fo that the

Venetians were left to fuftain the whole weight of this ru-

inous war : all that they could therefore do in the courfe

of the enfuing campaign, was to make depredations on
the trading ihips of the enemy. The captain-general

having received intelligence that the naval caravan of the

Turks had arrived at Scio, in its way to Egypt, with a

great quantity of rich merchandize, befides valuable pre-
sents defigned for Mecca, he failed thither with great ex-

A.D.1663. pedition. At fight of his fleet ten ihips were run afhore,

and, being abandoned by their crews, fell into the hands
The naval Gf the Venetians. The caravan retiring into the harbour
caravan of £ c00Sj tne Venetians attacked them there on the 29th

takenlr ^ay °^ September, and made themfelves mafters of three

deftroyed by fhips : but their chief efforts were directed to the largeft
theVene- of the number, on board of which was an aga of the fe-

tians.
raglio, with a lading valued at half a million of gold ; but

this vefiel was unhappily fet on fire and confumed, and

the aga, fwimming for his life, was made prifoner. Of

twenty-eight Turkifh faics eighteen were taken, and ten

burned to afhes x
.

Rupture be- Whatever averfion the emperor Leopold had to a rup-
twixi the ture w jtn t jie porte> he now found himfelf obliged to take

^ndthl a ^are *n ^ae war agani ft tn°fe infidels. Without the

Turks,
x Muratori annah

leaft
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kaft previous intimation, they took the field againfl him
in Hungary with fuch a numerous army, as even ftruck

terror into his capital, Vienna. They reduced, almoft

without opposition, Neuhaufel, Nitria, Novegrad, and Le-

venz, and made themfelvts matters of Claudepolis, m
Tranfylvania. Then the emperor raifed a melancholy cla-

mour at all the courts in Chriftendom : he went in perfon
to Ratifbon to implore the afliftance of the diet, and im-

mediately fet on foot a negociation for a league with the

pope and the Venetians. At the fame time he affembied

an army in Hungary, and being reinforced by fix thoufand

French troops, under monfieur de Coligni, gained fome

advantages in that country. A body of Turks were routed

by the marechal de Souches ; and the imperial general
Montecuculi obtained a glorious victory over the Otho-
man army. Neverthelefs Leopold did not intermit his en- ^ D ^
deavours to effect an accommodation with the infidels, __|

and the peace was actually concluded before the end of Peace r*.

the fecond campaign, upon terms that were neither ho- ejlablijhedt

nourable nor advantageous.
The grand feignor had been fo intent upon the war in

Hungary, that little was done towards the conqueft of

Candia ; where, neverthelefs, the Venetians (truck no
ftroke of importance. Neither the pope nor the Maltefe

fent their gallies to aflift them in the courie of this cam-

paign. His holinefs was difgufted with the republic for A.D.i66c,

having exacted the toll from fome traders of the ecclefiaf- .

tical ftate navigating in the Adriatic ; but Alexander dy-

ing in the courfe of the following year, and being fuc-

ceeded in the pontificate by Clement IX. the affairs of the

republic affumed a more favourable afpect, as they now
received confiderable fupplies of men, money, and (hips
from the new pope, the king of Spain, the dukes of Savoy
and Tufcany, the religion of Malta, and cardinal Fran-

cefco Barberino. The captain-general Francefco Moro- A.D. 1667,
lino was immediately difpatched to the Levant with a re- ———
inforcement of three thoufand foldiers, and a greac quan-
tity of munition of war. This was a very feafonable fup-

ply, as the grand vizir had prepared a formidable arma-

ment, in order to undertake the fiege of the city of Can-
dia. In the month of May he landed with a numerous

army, and the firft itep he took was to deftroy Nuova
Candia, that his troops mi^ht have no hope of (heltering
themfelves in that place, from the dangers and fatigues of
the fiege: then he inverted the capital, and began his ap- Theme*

proaches with equal {kill and refolution ; for he was well morable

2 2 fupplied fa* of

Candia.
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fupplicd with engineers from France and Germany, wha
had renounced their religion and entered into the fervicc

of the infidels. On the other hand, the Venetians had
omitted nothing which could contribute to the defence of

the place : it was well provided with
artillery, ammuni-

tion, and magazines of provifion : the fortifications were
in good order; and the garrifon was numerous, refolute,

and even zealous to diftinguifh thcmfelves for the honour
and defence of the Chriftian faith. So defperate were the

ailaults on one fide, and fo determined the defenders on
the other, that, in the courfe of the fiege during that

campaign, the Venetians loft fix thoufand regular foldiers*

comprehending eight hundred officers ; and of the Turks
an incredible number was flain ; but their army was con-

tinually ftrengthened by frefh reinforcements, and the

grand feignor in perfon repaired to the Morea, that he

might be at hand to animate the undertaking (B).
A»D.i668. Yhg marqU is Francefco Villa, who had exhibited re-

'

peated proofs of valour and capacity, as general for the

Venetians in Candia, now quitted the fervice in difguft ;

and his place was filled by Mombrun, marquis de St. An-
dre, a French hugonot of fourfcore, who had acquired

great reputation as a brave experienced officer. The ope-
rations of the fiege were carried on with unremitting ar-

dor, notwithstanding the plague, which had found admit-

tance into the Turkiih army. The batteries and bombs

played night and day without ceafing; mines were fprung,
breaches were made, and terrible aflaults given ; but the

courage of the befieged rofe in proportion to the increafe

of danger. They repaired the breaches with indefatigable
care ; repelled the attacks with furprifing refolution ;

maintained a conftant fire of artillery and fmall arms ; and

harrafTed the enemy with repeated {allies, in which they

Morofino deftroyed the works, and fpiked up the cannon of the be-

attacks the fiegers. At fea, the captain-general Francefco Morofino
Turkijb attacked the Turkifli fleet in the night, and took five gal-

**•'"
(B) On the 6th of April a ftroyed; Caftel Nuovo and

dreadful earthquake was felt Duliigno were in a great mea-

in Dalmatia and Albania. The fure overthrown ; and the city

city of Ragufa was almofl en- of Cataro overwhelmed by the

tirely levelled with the ground, fea. Great damage was done
and not above four hundred of to Trau ; and the mock was
the inhabitants, and iixty felt at Venice, and in many
monks, efcaped with their places of

Italy (i.)

lives, Budua was totally de-

(i) Murator»ann.

lies,

i
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lies, with the capitana of the famous corfair Duraib Bey>
who loft his life in the engagement. The auxiliary gallies
of the pope, theMaltefe, and Naples, did not arrive in time

to be of any fervice ; and retired to their refpeclive har-

bours before any opportunity of action occurred : but in

the beginning of November, the French volunteers, toge-
ther with the cavalier de la Torre at the head of feventy-
three knights of Malta, and four hundred chofen men,
arrived in Candia, and reinforced the garrifon of the ca-

pital. The French gentlemen being joined by many Sa-

voyard and Italian volunteers, made a furious fally on the

1 6th day of December, and, bearing down all before them,
flew great numbers of the enemy ; but being at length

overpowered, they were obliged to retreat with great lofs ;

after which effort they reimbarked, and returned to Pro-

vence. The campaign in thefe parts is faid to have coft

the Chriftians ten thoufand men, including many officers

of diftinction ;
but the lofs of the Turks amounted to near

four times that number, comprehending feveral bafhaws,

beys, and beglerbegs.
Divers potentates of Europe, ftimulated by the folici-

tations of the pope, refolved to exert themfelves effectu-

ally for the relief of Candia. Lewis XIV. of France, TheVene-

equipt a powerful armament for this purpofe, confiding
tiansare

of a numerous fleet, having on board eight thoufand dif- V*"^'^
ciplined troops, under the command of the duke of Beau- poors'
fort, high-admiral, and the duke de Noailles. Several

princes of Germany fent fupplies of men and money to

the Venetians. Laura, duchefs regent of Modena, affifted

them with a complete regiment of a thoufand men, and
a confiderable quantity of gunpowder ; the pope contri-

buted men, gallies, and money, and appointed Alexander

Pico, duke of Mirandola, general of his forces in Candia.

On the 16th day of June, the French fleet, confiding A.D.1669.
of thirteen gallies, fourteen men of war, four fire- fhips, ;

and fifty fmaller veffels, arrived in Candia, and found the

city reduced to a miferable fituation. All the outworks
were already taken ; and practicable breaches formed ; fo

that a general affault was every hour expected. The
French generals, contrary to the opinion of Morofino
and Mombrun, refolved upon a vigorous fally; and this

defign was executed on the 25th day of the month, at

break of day, when they attacked the enemy's trenches
with fuch impetuofity, as the befiegers could not refill.

They overthrew or routed all that oppofed them ; and
the infidels fled on every fide in the utmoft terror and

% 3 confufionj
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confufion ; when an unlucky accident wrefted out of the
hands of the Chriflians, one of the mod glorious vi£to

Jfurious ries that ever was obtained. The French having pene
/ally made

tratec| t0 tne Turkifli batteries, two barrels of gunpow-
French

^er chanced to blow up and deilroyed about thirty men :

auxiliaries, the reft, believing that all the ground was undermined,
were feized with fuch a panic, that in fpite of all the ef-

forts of their officers to retain and keep them in order,

they gave way, and began to retreat in the utmoft confu-

fion. The Turks, perceiving their diforder, refumed cou-

rage, and attacking them in their turn, drove them back

to the city with confiderable flaughter. The duke of

Beaufort, with a great number of gallant officers and

gentlemen volunteers, loft their lives on this occafion.

The duke de Noailles was fo chagrined at the iffue of this

unfortunate affair, that, notwithftanding the earned in-

treaties of Morofino and others, be could not be prevail-
ed upon to ftay ; but reimbarked the remains of his troops,

and. fet fail for France about the middle of Auguft, car-

rying along with him a good number of the Venetian

garrifon, who feized this opportunity of making their ef-

cape. The retreat of this general was difapproved of in

France, and he was forbid to appear at court : but he is

faid to have loudly complained of Morofino, for not fup-

porting the French in the Tally ; aflerting that the fiege

of Candia would have been raifed that day, had the Ve-
netian general done his duty. It was rumoured that Mo-
rofino kept aloof, either becaufe he was jealous of the re-

putation of the French auxiliaries, or he had upon the

carpet, a fecret negotiation for peace. It is much more

probable that Noailles would not ftay, becaufe he forefaw

that the place would certainly be taken. The auxiliary

gallies of the pope and other princes, had arrived in July,
under the command of the bailli Vincenzo Rofpigliofi,

the pope's nephew ; and the duke de Mirandola was al-

ready there, with the land forces of his holinefs and the

duke of Modena. But all thefe fuccours little availed

againft the power of the Turks, who multiplied every

day in confequence of receiving frefh reinforcements, and

profecuted their operations with fuch fury and perfever-

ance, that although the befieged difputed every inch of

ground with incredible valour, they at laft found them-

felves reduced to extremity, and determined to capitulate.

Rofpigliofi feeing their cafe defperate, reimbarked the re-

mains of his troops, and fet fail for the Mediterranean.

Next day, the garrifon hoifled a white flag, and the vizir

appointed

:
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appointed deputies to treat of the furrender of the place. TheVene*

On the 6th day of September, the treaty was figned, by
n
f
nf are

which the Venetians yielded to the Turks the city of ijl^ieu
Candia, which was by this time become a mere burying

ground, and exhibited a horrid fpectacle of defolation.

All that remained to the Venetians in Candia were the

fortrefles of Suda, Carabufo, and Spenalunga with their

territories : they retained alfo Clifia and other acquifitions

they had made in Dalmatia and Albania ; and they were
at liberty to carry off all the inhabitants who did not

choofe to remain in Candia ; with their baggage, provi-

fions, and arms. It was computed that the lofs of the

Venetians at Candia during the prefent year, did not fall

fliort of eleven thoufand fighting men ; fo that this Was
one of the moll bloody and defperate fieges that ever was
recorded in hiftory *.

When the news of the lofs of Candia arrived at Ve-

nice, one would have thought the laft day of general

judgment was announced. All the ftreets refounded with

groans, cries, and lamentations. The people, worked up
to a pitch of defperate fanaticifm, ran about deploring
this difafler, throwing out wild reflections upon Provi-

dence, curfes againft the Turks, and the moft atrocious 1he
city of

calumnies and reproaches againft Morofino, whom they
Vemce fiU"

loudly reviled as an infamous traitor for not having fe-
fame^tam

conded the fally of the French auxiliaries, when they von tor the

were in fuch a fair way to obtain a complete victory over lofs of

the befiegers. Had that general been then at Venice, Candia-

without all doubt he would have fallen a facrifice to the

fury of the populace. Their grief was reinforced with

their fears ; for they dreaded that the perfidious Turks,

notwithstanding the treaty, would take advantage of the

exhaufted ftate of the republic, and follow their blow by
an immediate expedition againft Venice itfelf. This,

however, was not the cafe : the infidels adhered punctu-

ally to the articles of the treaty. The city of Rome was
alfo deeply affected by the lofs of Candia, and the pope
took it fo much to heart, that it was faid to be the oc-

cafion of his death, which happened after a (hort illnefs

on the 9th day of December*. In the following year,
the captain- general Francifco Morofino was boldly ac- Morofno^

cufed in the fenate of Venice, of having been the caufe of accu êd tn

the lofs of Candia by his mifconduct ; but after a fair and a„j ac .

quitted.

y Garzon. Stor. Venit. Vittorio. Siri. Valiero. Vianolo.

Graziano. * Murator. Annal,
Z 4 impartial
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impartial hearing, he was unanimoufly acquitted. The

republic now employed her whole attention in repairing,

by a fage fyftcm of ceconomy, the damage fhe had fuf-

tained in the war. New regulations were made for the

encouragement and extenfibn of commerce
•,
and the arts

of peace were cultivated with equal diligence and fuccefs*

They had enjoyed the happy fruits of thofe fagacious.
meafures about five years, when the doge died, in the

ninety-fun; year of his age, and was fucceeded in that dig-

nity by Niccoio Sagredo, procurator of St. Mark,

NICCOLO S.JGREDO, Doge CF.

A.D.1675. HE did not, however, long furvive his election ; for
"~

his country was deprived of him in the courfe of the fol-
Niccoh Sa-

]pW i n g vear . ancj his death was attended with a very ex-
%re °'

traordinary incident. The fuffrages of the electors, in the

choice of a fuccefTor, being united in favour of Giovan-

ni Sagredo, a nobleman every way qualified to execute

that important office, when his name was announced
from the balcony to the people afTembled in the fquare,
a few plebeians began to exclaim,

" We will not have

him !" and immediately a dangerous tumult arofe. In con-

A.D.1676. fequence of this commotion, the faggi in the great coun*

*
—-

cil, thought proper to let afide the election of Sagredo,
and promote Luigi Contarino to the ducal throne.

LUIGI CONTJRIN 0, Doge CVL

luigi Con- ABOUT five years after this event, the plague,

jarinQ, which had raged in different parts of Germany, was ad-

vanced as far as Gorozia and other confines of the Vene-

tian ftate; but the fenate took fuch wife and effectual

precautions, as ftopt the progrefs of this dreadful vifita-

tion. The republic was at the fame time alarmed by ex-

traordinary preparations for war at Conftantinoplc, which
v/ere intended againil the emperor Leopold. According-

AD.1682. ly the grand vizir Cara Muftapha invaded Hungary, with

„ an immenfe army, and advanced almoft without oppofi-
tion to Vienna, the fiege of which he immediately un-

dertook. As we have defcribed this enterprise, and re-

corded the events of the war, in our hiftory of the Ger-

man empire, we (hall only pbferve in this place, that

in order the mere effectually to oppofe the arms of the

A.D. 16S4. infidels, the Venetians were, by the earned intreatks of

L pope Innocent XI. prevailed upon to engage in an alli-

ance with the emperor and the king of Poland, and thus

involve themfelves in a new war with the Othoman Porte.

Tfc:
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The doge dying in the beginning of this year, he was fuo

seeded by

MJRCJNTONIO GIUSTINIJNO, Doge CVIL

BESIDE the motives of zeal that ftimulated the fe- Marcanto*

nate to feize every opportunity to annoy the inveterate ni° G**fti*

enemies of the religion and liberty of Chriftendom, they
niam *

flattered themfelves with the hope of being able, by means
of the diverfion that would be made by their allies,

to indemnify themfelves for the lofs of Candia ; either

in recovering that ifland, or in making conquefls of

equal value. The efforts which they made in this firft

campaign, fully anfwered their expectation. Their bailli

fortunately efcaped from Conftantinople in the difguife
of a failor. They forthwith increafed their land and fea-

forces, and gave the chief command of them to Francefco

Morofino, who had attained the fummit of reputation, by
his exploits in the preceding war. The pope fupplied
them with a fum of money ; and their fleet was joined

by feven Maltefe gallies, and four belonging to Cofmo III.

grand-duke of Tufcany. In the month of Auguft, their

general made himfelf mafter of the important fortrefs of

Santa Maura, in the ifland of Leucate ; then he com-
Succefsof

pelled the ftrong foit of Prerefa to furrender, and in the the Vene-

iequel reduced Vanizza, Seromero, and feveral other tian arms

places Nor was the fuccefs of their arms lefs remark- m
~.
eu
fate

able in the following campaign, when they transferred j^orea%
the feat of the war into the Morea, and invefled the city
of Corone. True it is, they met with a very obftinate

refinance from the Greek inhabitants as well as the gar-
rifon ; and they were obliged to make head againft a

T^urkifh army that advanced to the relief of the place •,

but this being defeated on the 7th of Auguft, they took

the town by ftorm, and gave it up to plunder, after hav-

ing put all they found in arms to the fword. Here they
found above fourfcore pieces of brafs cannon, with a great

quantity of provifion and ammunition. The general of

their infantry was prince Alexander, brother of the duke

of Parma
-, prince Maximilian of Brunfwick, ferved at A ^

the head of fome German regiments belonging to his fa-
\

ther; and among the volunteers, was Philip, prince of

Savoy. After the reduction of Corone, the Venetian

army being reinforced with three thoufand Saxons, pro-
ceeded to fubdue Zernata, Calamata, Chiefala, Gome-
nozze, and other places. The infidels were not more
fortunate in Hungary, where the duke of Lorraine, at

J.he head of the imperialifts, took the ftrong city of Bu.da

in
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in the face of feventy thoufand Turks, commanded byA.P.^86. the grand vizir in perfon. General Vetcrani made him-
'

felf mafter of the rich and flourifhing city of Seghedino
on the Tibifco

•,
and prince Lewis of Baden reduced Sep-

temecclefiae, Siclo9, and Dardo on the Drave. The Ve-
netians proiecuted their advantages with unremitting ar-

dour, having conferred the command of their land-forces

on Otho William, count of Koningfmarc, a native of
Sweden. The captain-bafhaw, appearing in the fpring,
before Chiefala in the Morea, which he hoped to reco-

ver, Morofino failed thither ; but on his arrival, he found
the enemy had retired with great precipitation, leaving
their artillery behind. Then the generals refolved to

turn their arms againft Navarino, a ftrong place, which
*Thepro- they inverted accordingly. A feraflder advancing to its

P'fyf! relief with a confiderable body of troops, the Venetians

wnquefls in quitted tne i r intrenchments to give battle to the enemy,
Greece. who were quickly routed, and the confequence of this

victory was the furrender of Navarino. They after-

wards reduced Modona, and inverted Napolide Romania,
which capitulated after an obftinate defence, in the

courfe of which the feraflder made a fruitlefs attempt to

raife the fiege. Argos was abandoned by the enemy, and
all Arcadia and Termis fubmitted to the republic. Final-

ly, in the month of October, general Cornaro befieged and
took the ftrong fortrefs of Segna in Dalmatia. The infidels

were humbled in every quarter. In Hungary, the duke

of Lorraine and the elector of Bavaria, obtained a com-

plete victory at Moatz over the prime vizir ; and after-

wards reduced EiTeck, Agria, and Mongatz. Then the

duke of Lorraine entering Tranfilvania, fubdued that

whole province, fecured the towns with imperial garri-

A D.1687, fons, obliged prince Abaffi to put himfelf under the pro-
+-m*——* te£tion of Leopold, to pay heavy contributions, and pro-

vide winter-quarters for the army. The Venetian arms

continued to profper in the Morea, where count Koningf-
marc took Patraflb, after having defeated the feraflder

in it's neighbourhood. The infidels were by this time

fo difperfed, that they abandoned Caftello de Morea, and

Caftello de Romelia, two ftrong places, well provided for

Tht Morea defence. They likewife evacuated the city of Lepanto :

fubdued. anc[ the city of Corinth, which is the key of that king-

dom, furrendered after a faint refiftance. Miftra, fup-

pofed to have rifen from the ruins of ancient Sparta, ob-

tained a favourable capitulation : the campaign in this

country was concluded with the reduction of Athens,

The fenate not content with thefe conquefts, and the

fuccefs

1
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fuccefs of general Cornaro, who had compelled the Turks
to relinquiih the fiege of Segna, refolved to terminate the

campaign with the reduction of Caftel Nuovo in Dalma-

tia, the chief afylum of thofe corfairs who infefted the

Adriatic. In this enterprize they employed the gallies

of the pope and of Malta, together with two thoufand

five hundred Germans, who had been hired to reinforce Siege of

their army in the Levant. In the month of Auguft, this Caffel Nuo-

armament appeared before Caftel Nuovo, which was im- vo in
.

'

mediately inverted, and made a very obftinate defence
-,

but at length, the garrifon and inhabitants retired, leav-

ing it in pofTerlion of the befiegers, who found in it fifty-

feven pieces of brafs cannon, and a great quantity of am-
munition.

Thefe events, which filled Venice and all Italy with ex- infurrec

ultation and rejoicings, excited at Conftantinople mur- fw» *'

murs, difcontent, and an infurre&ion 5 during which ful-
c°"ftantm

'

tan Mahomet was depofed, and his brother Solyman raif-
*

ed to the Othoman throne. Propofals of peace were of-

fered at Vienna on the part of the new grand feignor, but

rejected by the advice of the duke of Lorraine, who re-

prefented how difgraceful and impolitic it would be to

jay down their arms in the midft of fuch victories as had
humbled the pride, and abafed the courage of the info-

lent Muffulmans.

In the fpring of the fuccaeding year, death deprived the A.D.1688,

republic of the doge Giuliiniano, and all the fuffrages
—

concurred in conferring that dignity on the captain-gene-
ral Morofino, who now commanded the armament in the

gulf of Egina.

FRANCESCO MOROSINO, Doge CFIII.

THE doge being joined at Egina, by the gallies of F
JL
anc'fco \

Malta, and the grand-duke, having on board a reinforce-
oroJino *

ment of infantry, he refolved to undertake the fiege of

Negropont, a place of great ftrength and importance,

capital of the peninfula called by the ancients Eu-
bcea. It was accordingly inverted, and they proceed-
ed with fuch vigour, that a ftrong intrenchment made

by the infidels, was forced, and forty pieces of cannon
and five mortars fell into the hands of the befiegers j ne-

verthelefs, the garrifon made a defperate defence ; and
the number of the Chriftians being greatly diminished,
not only by the repeated aflaults that were given, but alfo

by an epidemical diftemper whicji proved fatal to count

Koningfmarc, the doge Morofino found himfelf, to his
r

^VJT
unfpeakable mortification, obliged tp abandon the enter- *£!? at

prize, Negropunt.
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prize, and difabled from attempting any other conqueft
for the remaining part of the campaign. True it is, the

proveditor-general, Girolamo Cornaro, proved more fuc-

cefsful in Dalmatia, where he reduced the ftrong fortrefs

of Knin, together with Verluia, Zounigrad, Grafiaz, and
the tower of Norin ; but all thefe conquefts did not com-

penfate the mifcarriage at Negropont.
Meanwhile, the imperial generals in Hungary pro-

ceeded in their conquefts with fuch rapidity, that there

was a fair profpecl: of being able to drive the Turks en-

tirely out of Europe •,
when the French king, in all pro-

bability influenced in private by the Othoman Porte, fought
The Tremh occafion of quarrel with the emperor, and, on a frivolous

king makes pretence, commenced a furious war in Germany. His
a diver/ion armv reduced Philipfburg, Mentz, Triers, Bonn, Worms,
tftke

014 *

Sp* re J an d penetrating into the Palatinate, ravaged the

Tftrks. country with the moil inhuman barbarity. This new war

upon the Rhine not only difabled Leopold from profe-

cuting his fuccefs againft the infidels, buf alfo impeded
the operations of the Venetians, who could no longer re-

cruit her forces from the empire, where the princes had
occafion for all their men to defend their own territories.

AmbafTadors from the Porte had arrived at Vienna with

propofais for a peace or truce, and thither likewife ple-

/LD.J6E9. nipotentiaries were lent by the Poles and Venetians : but
* '

-"•- .

— the pretenfions of the Chriftian powers were ftill too high
to admit of an accommodation. The republic's army in

the Levant, was by this time fo enfeebled, that it could

do nothing but form the blockade of Napoli de Malvafia.-

Indeed its inactivity was in fome meafure owing to a fe-

ver that feized the doge Morofmi, in confequence of

which he returned to Venice, where, however, on ac-

count of his fingle mifcarriage at Negropont, he was not

received with fuch applaufe as his glorious achievements
had deferved of his country.

As Leopold was obliged to make head againft the

French with a powerful army on the Rhine, he could not

pofhbly act with his ufual vigour in Hungary, where not

above four and twenty thoufand men were left under the

prince of Baden, Neverthelefs, wjth this handful of

Tranfac- troops, that great general defeated the Turks at the Mo-
tions in rava, and reduced NinTa, with the fortrefs of Widen,
Hungary. and feveral other places : but thefe were all retaken in

the following campaign, when the imperialists in that

country were reduced fo feventeen thoufand, and the

infidels increafed to ^n immenfe army. At length they
undertook the, {lege of Belgrade, which was garrifoned by

fix
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fix thoufand veteran Germans, who would have made a

nobie defence, had not their valour been rendered ufelefs

by a dreadful cataftrophe. The magazines of gunpow-
der were blown up by treachery, with fuch a terrible ex-

plofion and effect, that the place was laid open in dif-

ferent parts, and terror and confufion enfued. In the A.D.1690.

midil of this anarchy the enemy entered, and put the

garrifon to the fword. In the courfe of this year, the

Venetians converted the blockade of Napoli di Malvafia, Napoli di

into a regular fiege, and the place capitulated on the Malvafia

1 2th day of Auguil. They afterwards reduced Vallona,
**k™ ^

the fortrefs of Canina, and Vergoraz : but they loft their^ "

captain-general Cornaro, who died in the midft of thefe

tranfaclions. He was fucceeded in command by Dome"
nico Mocenigo, who tailed thither from Venice, with a

conliderable fupply of foldiers and ammunition ; but find-

ing the Turks too numerous to be oppofed with any pro-

fpecl: of advantage, and determined to recover Canina

and Vallona, he ordered the fortifications of thofe two

places to be blown up, and took the garrifons, with their

artillery and ammunition, on board of the fleet. Then
he cruifed along the Archipelago, in hopes of engaging
the infidels by fea ; ,but they cautioufly avoided the en-

counter. The bad fuccefs of this armament occafioned A.D.1691.

murmurs at Venice, and difpofed the minds of the peo-
*

pie to peace ; nor were the Turks averfe to an accommo-

dation, inafmuch. as they had fuftained another over-

throw in Hungary, where the army of Leopold was fo

powerfully reinforced, that prince Lewis of Baden found

himfelf at the head of fixty thoufand effective men. The

grand vizir Muftapha, however, commanded an army
much more numerous, with which he conducted himfelf

with fuch dexterity, as to ftraiten the imperial general,
and reduce him to fuch neceflity for want of provifion,
that he was obliged to attack the enemy at a great difad-

vantage, who were intrenched at Salankemen, near the

Danube. This battle was fought on the 18th day of the grand

Auguft, when the Turks, after a defperate refi (lance, were nntofr de-

totally defeated with the lofs of eighteen thoufand men, f^edand
their tents, baggage, and artillery. The vizir himfelf fell^"

'

r.

on this occaficn, together with the aga of the janiiTaries,

and a great number of bafhaws. Even on the fide of the

imperialifts the victory was fo dearly bought, that prince
Lewis was in no condition to ftrike any other ftroke of

importance in the courfe of this campaign. The pope
and the religion of Malta, having reinforced the Vene-

tians
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tians with their gallies, the general Mocenigo fet fail for

Candia, where having difembarked his troops, he invert-

ed the flrong city of Canea, on the 17th day of July ;

but the Turks made fuch an obftinate defence, and the

A.D.169L place was fo often reinforced by detachments from the
-

feraikier, who, having palled the (trait with the view to

attack the Morea, the Venetians thought proper to aban-

don the enterprize, while the infidels made an unfuccefs-

ful attempt upon the city of Lepanto.
As fortune did not feem to favour the efforts of Moce-

nigo, he was appointed praetor at Vicenza, and it being
debated in the great council who mould fucceed him as

captain-general, the voices unanimoufly concurred in re-

Deathof commending that charge to the doge Morofino, the glo-
thedoge r;0U3 conqueror of the Morea. This worthy patriot,
Morojmo.

th0Ugn turned of feventy-four, being overcome by the

prayers and intreaties of his fellow-citizens, accepted of

A.D.1693. the command, determined to fpend the evening of his
"

life in the actual fervice of his country. Great prepara-
tions were made, that he might be enabled to act up to

the dignity of his own character, and fulfil his fanguine

expectations of his conftituents. He accordingly fet fail

for the Levant, and began to make difpofitions for under-

taking the fiege of Negropont ; but being taken ill at

Napoli di Romania, expired on the 6th of January in

the following year. He was fucceeded by

SILVESTRO VALIERO, Doge CIX
SHveftro

AND the command of the army devolved on the pro-
I Aiuro. veditor-general Delfino, who opened the campaign in

Dalmatia with the fiege of Citclut, a ftrong fortrefs

which the Turks confidered as the key to their dominions

in this country. The garrifon therefore made a very ob-

ftinate defence, in fpite of which they were obliged to

furrender : the infidels made two defperate attempts to

recover it in the fequel, but both proved abortive. Mean-

A.D.1694. while, the Venetian fleet being reinforced by the papal

„ and Maltefe gallies, and Antonio Zeno appointed cap-

tain-general of the whole armada, he fet fail for the

ifland of Scio, and, landing his troops on the 8th day of

- . September, inverted the capital of the fame name, which

queredby
furrendered in eight days after the trenches were opened :

the Vene- here the Venetians found above one hundred pieces of

fiafis, brafs cannon, and reftored a great number of Chriftian

flaves to liberty. The conqueft of fuch a delightful and

fruitful ifland was celebrated at Venice with extraordi-

nary

....
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nary rejoicings : but thefe tranfports were of (hort dura-

tion. The Turks, exafperated at the lofs of Scio, equipt Retaken by
a powerful armament in order to retrieve it, under the the Turks.

conduct of the ferafkier, whofe fleet the captain-general
Zeno attacked in the month of February, before their

forces were difembarked upon the iiland : but he had
the misfortune to be difcomfited with confiderable lofs.

In confequence of this difafter, Scio furrendered at dif-

cretion to the infidels, who foon repoflefled themfelves

of the whole iiland, the Chriflian inhabitants of which
went into voluntary exile, rather than remain under the

dominion of thofe barbarians. The Venetians imputed
the defeat at fea, and the lubfequent lofs of Scio, to the

mifconducl: of Zeno and Pietro Quirini the ordinary

proveditor, both of whom ended their days in prifon.
Aleflandro Molini being appointed captain general, had
divers rencounters with the enemy by fca, and gained A.D.1695.
fome petty advantages, which, however, did not com-

penfate for the lofs of that fertile iiland. The firft

operation of the following campaign, was the fiege of

Dolagno in Albania, fituated on an inacceffible rock,
which the Venetians endeavoured to deftroy, as an infa-

mous neft of corfairs who infefted the Adriatic. This ~, v
enterprize, however, did not fucceed. The befiegers, tianstm*
after having fprung a variety of mines, and given re- fuccefiful

peated arfaults, and repulfed two fucceffive bodies of the inDalma*

Turks that advanced to the relief of the place, were tla'

obliged to abandon the undertaking. Meanwhile, Mo-
lino failed in queft of the Othoman fleet, commanded
by the captain-bafhaw Mezzomorto, and came in fight
of it, on the 9th day of Auguft, when the difpofition
was made for battle : but this was declined by the wily
Turkifh admiral, who never wanted means to avoid fight-

ing, when he had no ftomach to engage. Thus the
A.D.1696.

whole fummer pafled without action ; and the fenate »,

made loud complaints that fo much money fhould have
been expended to fo little purpofe. Though the grand
feignor in perfon headed his army in Hungary, and was
often provoked to battle, he would not hazard an engage-
ment

*, but, after having tkirmifhed with the Germans,
retired into winter-quarters. At this period, Peter Alex-

owitz, czar of Mufcovy, having made himfelf matter of

Afoph, on the Don, propofed to engage in a league with
the emperor and the Venetians againft the common ene-

my; and the articles of this treaty were actually agreed
upon at Vienna.

By
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By the treaty of Ryfwick, which was concluded in

courfe of the following year, the emperor was enabled to

make vigorous efforts againft the Turks in Hungary,
where his army was now commanded by prince Eugene
of Savoy, who, at Zeuta, upon the Tibifco, attacked the

grand feignor's army, and gained the moft glorious and

complete victory that ever had been obtained over the

A.D.1697. Muflulmans. With refpect to the Venetians in the Le-

vant, this campaign was as inactive as the laft ; for,

though their general attempted at three different times to

engage the enemy at fea, he was always frustrated by the

ftratagems of Mezzomorto, who never failed to fecure a

fafe retreat. Neverthelefs, the republic of Venice chear-

fully refolved to proceed with the war, as the Turkifh em-

pire was by this time greatly weakened by the fucceffive

defeats they had already fuffered in Hungary, and intimi-

dated by the profpect of what they had to expect from the

power of the Mufcovites, and the victorious arms of

Leopold, now freed from the burthen of the war with
France. But the court of Vienna was now wholly intent

upon the fucceflion of Spain ; and the emperor, that he

might be able to concenter his whole care upon this ob-

ject, expreffed a defire of effecting an accommodation
with the infidels. The king of England, apprized of his

Overtures inclinations, fent inftructions to lord Paget, his ambaffa-

cfpeace, dor at Conitantinople, to make overtures of peace to

the vizir Cuffein, to whom they were very agree-
able. The plan of this peace was reduced to one propo-
fition, importing, that the powers at war fhould remain

in poffeflion of the places they had taken. The divan ap-

proving of this project, plenipotentiaries wrere named by
all the different powers, and it was agreed that the con-

A.D. 1698 grefs fhould be held at Carlowitz, betwixt Salankemen
* ' " ' - and Peterwaradin, under the mediation of the Englifh

and Dutch ambaffadors : mean while, the operations of

war were continued, though faintly. The Venetian ge-

neral, Delfino, exhaufled all his fkill in endeavours to draw
the Turkifh admiral to an engagement, and on the

2 1 ft day of September, the two fleets actually came to

action
•,
but Mezzomorto rinding himfelf over-matched,

found means, as ufual, to retire in good order, and all that

Delfino could do for the remaining part of the campaign,
was to fcour the Turkifh coafts, and lay the open country
under contribution. At length the peace, or truce of

twenty-five years, was concluded at Carlowitz, betwixt

the emperor Leopold and the grand fignor Muflapha II.

and
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and alfo betwixt the Poles and the faid foltan

; but fome Treaty of

difputes arifing betwixt the miniiters of the Othoman Carlozvitz,

Porte and Carlo Ruzini, plenipotentiary from the re-

publie of Venice, who refufed his ailent to certain
v

points, the other plenipotentiaries- and mediators flip 11-

lated fuch articles of accommodation for the republic, as

redounded equally to her glory and advantage ; for fhe

was left in peaceable pofieilion of the Morea, with the

iflands of Egina, Santa Maura, Caftelnuovo, and Prifa-

no, and the fortreffes of Kuin, Sing, Citciut, and Ga-
bella, in Dalmatia. This treaty was ratified by the fe-

nate on the 7th day of February, and commifTaries

were appointed by all the contracting powers, to regulate
and determine the limits of the Othoman empire ; a talk A.D. 1699,

that was not executed without warm difputes and intenfc

application. Mean while, this glorious iffiie of fuch a

tedious, expenfive, and dangerous war, was celebrated

with extraordinary rejoicings at Venice, and in every part
of the dominions belong to the republic

a
.

The death of Charles II. of Spain, without heirs of his A.D. 1700;

body, involved all Europe in frefh troubles : a powerful :

confederacy being formed by the emperor, Enpland, and

Holland, againft the French king, who fuppnrted his

grandfon on the throne of Spain, the new pope, Cle-
ment IX. joined the Venetians in offering their media-
tion to prevent the horrors and calamities of fuch a war
as was now upon the eve of being kindled \ but all the A.D.iyor.

parties concerned were too much irritated, and too con-
fident of fuccefs to liften to reafonable terms of accommo- MM**
dation. The French king, however, difpatched the car-

Uat,* take
.

dinal d'Etrees to Venice, with a commiilion to form, if "thl™*
poflible, an offenfive and defenfive league with the re-

public, but all his addrefs was loft upon the fenate, which

wifely refolved to maintain the moil fcrupulous neutrali-

ty, while they took care. to keep their forces by fea and
land upon a refpeclable footing

b
.

a Garzoni Stor. Venet, Graziani. b Murator,
Annal.

:'.'£.-.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. A a CHAP,
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CHAP. LXXIL

The Hiftory of Naples.

SECT. I.

Containing the Reigns of the Princes of Benevento?

Capua, &V. to the fi~ft Arrival of the Normans*

A. D. 774. TTTHEN Charlemage put an end to the dominion

*j~l
j ,

"f W °f tne Lombards in Italy, by taking Defiderius

Benevento tne *r^ king prisoner, he at the fame time obliged the

jubmits co Lombard dukes of Friuli, Spoleto, and Benevento, to ao
Charle- knowlege him as king of Italy, but allowed them to ex-

magne. ercife the fame power and authority which they had en-

joyed before his conqueft. Of thefe three dukedoms Be-

nevento was by far the molt powerful and extenfive, as

it comprehended almofl all that part of Italy which is at

prefent known by the name of the kingdom of Naples %
the Greek emperor pofieiTing only the iflands in the bay
of Naples, that part of Farther Calabria beyond the rivers

Savuto and Peto, a few maritime cities in Hither Cala-

bria, with the city Acripoli, and the promontory in its

neighbourhood, called Capo di Licofa ; and laftly, the

dukedoms of Gaeta, Naples, and Amalfi, which were

very inconfiderable, extending along the fhore only about

a hundred miles, and interrupted by the Gaftaldate, or

county of Capua
d

. All the reft of Italy, on the fouth

fide of the rivers Garigliano and Fruento, was diftiiiT

guifhed by the name of the dukedom of Benevento, which

comprifed nine of thofe twelve provinces into which the

kingdom of Naples is at this day divided ; namely, Terra

di Lavoro, Contado di Molife, the Hither Abruzzo, Capi~

tanata, Terra di Bari, Bafilicata, the Hither Calarbria,

and both the principalities
c

.

This flouriming and extenfive dukedom was governed

by Arechis, who had married one of the daughters of the

c Camill. Peregrinus in Diflert. de Finib. Ducat. Benevent.

a Conft. Porphyrogen. de Adminift. Imper. cap. 27. Diflertar,

Chrorcgraph. de Italia medii ^Evi. apud Murator, tom. x. col.

301, 303, & 304.
e Camill. Peregrin. Hid. Princ. Longo-

bard. apud Murator. tom. ii. Anonym. Salcrn. ibid. tom. il*

|>art, ii.

laft
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?afi king of the Lombards, and had fubmitted and taken A, D. 781
the oath of allegiance to the emperor Charles. However, —
a few years after, he renounced his allegiance to the Arechis r#«

Franks, declared himfelf an independent fovereign, and "V**?*"**

"was acknowleged as fuch by all the inhabitants of the t0 charts

duchy. To ftrengthen himfelf againft Pepin, king of magne.

Italy, who refided at Ravenna, he enlarged and fortified

the
city of Benevento, and likewife built the city of Sa-

lerno, on the fea coaft, which he furrounded with a very
ftrong and high wall. He was greatly beloved by his fub-

je£ts, and engaged in feveral wars with the fubjecls of

the Greek empire in the duchy of Naples, who were
fometimes obliged to give him hoflages

f
. He likewife Makes in*

made feveral incurfions into the territories of the pope,
^ons wt°

who not being able to oppofe him, and receiving noafliil-
territories.

ance from Pepin, prevailed on Charlemagne to return to

Italy. That conqueror accordingly, in the end of the

year 786, repafled the Alps with a powerful army, and

proceeded to Rome.
Arechis was then at war with the Neapolitans, about ^ j^ ag*

the lands of Nola ; but, being apprerienfive left they
fhouldjoin the Franks, he immediately concluded a peace Charle-

with his neighbours, and granted them fome diaria, or magnert-

fubfidies, in the contefted territory. He fent his eldeft *?
r"' t0

.

ton Romuald alfo to Rome, with an offer of fubmiffion : M}Lj"jm
Charles, however, at the inftigation of the pope, reject- tofabmit*
ed his offer, and, detaining his fon prifoner, proceeded
with his army into Campania ; and, after ravaging the

country, made himfelf matter of Capua. Arechis, not

thinking himfelf fafe in Benevento, went immediately to

Salerno, from whence he again f-nt deputies to Charles,
to fue for peace. Thefe deputies, confuting of his other fori

tJrimoald, with the Beneveritan biihops, were fo fuccefsful

as to prevail with Charlemagne to grant a peace, which
Was concluded on thefe conditions : that Arechis and the

Beneventans mould renew their allegiance to the Franks $

that he mould pay a yearly tribute to Pepin ;
fhould delU

ver up all his treafure j
and give his fon Grimoald and

his daughter Adelgifa, with twelve others, as hoflages
for his fidelity s. The conditions of the treaty being exe-

cuted, Charlemagne returned to Rome, were he celebrat-

ed the feaft of Eaftcr ; but, after many intreaties, he re-

ftored Adelgifa to her father.

r

Sigon. in Regn. Ital. g Regin. in Annal Franc,

A a 2 After
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After the departure of Charles into France, Arechis en-

tered into a negociation with the emprefs Irene and her

fon Conftanfline, for expelling the Franks entirely from

Italy. He lent ambaffadors to Conftantinople, to defire the

honour of the patriciate, and dukedom of Naples, with all its

dependencies, promifing to acknowledge the emperor as his

fovereign, and to live after the manner of the Greeks;
but requiring to be fupported by a Greek army, and that

his brother-in-law Adalgifus, fon of the late king Defi-

derius, ihould be fent over to Italy to raife a party among
the Lombard.?. The emperor readily agreed to thefe pro-

positions, on condition that Arechis (hould give his fon

Romuald as a hoftage. Ambaffadors were accordingly
fent to Naples with the enfigns of the patrician order; name-

ly, the mantle of cloth of gold, the fword, the comb,
and the fandals h

: but before the ceremony could be per-

formed, the young prince Romuald died, an event which
i flattened the death of his father, who deceafed the fame year,

in the end of Auguft, in the thirtieth year of his reign, and
the fifty-fourth year of his age. He was greatly regret-
ted by the Beneventans, and is faid to have been a prince
endowed with many royal virtues. He publifhed fome

good laws, built feveral churches, and erected two Irately

palaces, one at Benevento, and the other at Salerno,
He was a lover of learning, and greatly careffed the

learned men of thofe times, particularly Paul Warnefride,
orPaulus Diaconus, who had been fecretary to Defideri-

us, and had efcaped to Benevento from Tremiti, whi-
ther he had been banifhed by Charlemagne, on a fufpi-
cion of intriguing in favour of Adalgifus (A).

llisfonG ;- After the death of Arechis, the Beneventans fent am-
moaldfuc- baffadors to king Charles, demanding Grimoald with
ceeas urn.

gfeat fubmiffion and earned entreaties. Charlemagne
made no great difficulty of granting their requefl : per-

haps he thought it was beft to allow Grimoald to depart,
and to trull to his gratitude, as the Greeks were making
preparations to invade Italy, and the Beneventans threaten-

ed to revolt if their prince was not reftored. He there-

h Adrian. Pontif. Epift. 44.

(A) Paul, after the death prince^ wrote an epitaph upon
of Arechis, entered into the him in elegiac verfe, which is

monaflery of Monte Caffino, publifhed in the collection of

and, in gratitude for the pro- JVluratori.

tection afforded him by that

fore
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fore allowed Grimoald to depart after he had agreed to

thefe conditions : that he fhould oblige the Lombards to

fhave their beards ; that in writings, and on the money,
the name of the king ihould be put before that of the

prince ; and that he fhould caufe the walls of Salerno,

Acerenza, and Confia, to be entirely demolifhed. At his

departure he made him feveral prefents, and fent with

him two of his nobles, Anetharius and Panlipert, who
afterwards received from Grimoald confiderable poflef-

fions, and contracted noble alliances in the principality'.
Grimoald was received by the Beneventans with the ut-

moft demonitrations of joy, and, for fome time after his

return, he caufed the writings and money to pafs with the

name of Charles ; but he neglected to fulfil the lad ar-

ticle
k

. As the Greeks ftill continued their preparations

againft Italy, Grimoald gave intelligence to Pepin. In-

flead of following the maxims of his father, and giving
afliftance to his uncle Adalgifus, he railed an army to op-

pofe him, and being joined by Hildebrand, duke of Spo-
leto, and Vinigife, the general of Pepin, he attacked the

Greeks in Calabria, foon after they had landed,- and, af-

ter a moil obftinate battle, entirely defeated and took his

uncle prifoner, who, according t» Sigonius, was put to a

cruel death by torture [

(B).

Grimoald, foon after, began to follow the maxims of He renoun-

his father : having contracted an alliance with the Greek iei

J
usat '

emperor, by marrying his niece Wanzia, he renounced his charle*

allegiance to Charlemagne, and refolved to fupport his in-
magtte.

dependence againft. the efforts of Pepin, king of Italy. Ac-

cordingly, in the fifth year of his reign, a war broke out

>betwixt him and Pepin, which continued twelve years,
with very little intermiiTion. Pepin being joined by his A. D. 795,

brother Lewis, kine of Aquitaine, with an army of Franks,
'

' Anon. Salern. apud Murator. torn. ii. part. ii. p. 1 88. ^ Pe-
rt

J
s ln

^,

regr. Iliit Pnnc. Longob. l Sigon in Regn. Ital.
franks'

(B) The continuator of Ai- ter the battle, and returned,
monias and Maimburg write, with a few followers, to Con-
that John, general of the Greek ftandnople, where, fubmitdng
army, which had been tranf- to his fortune, he palled the

ported from Sicily, was taken reft of his life quietly, in the

prifoner, and put to death
; quality of a patrician, and liv-

but that Adalgifus efcaped at- ed to a great age (i),

ib. tip. cap. 40. Maimb

A a 3 they

(1) Continuat. Aimon. lib. iv. cap. 40. Maimburg. H ft.

Icon. lib. iii.
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they marched into the principality of Benevcnto, which

they ravaged in a hoftile manner. Before the commence-
ment of hoitilities Grimoald endeavoured to avert the war,
by renouncing his alliance with the emperor, and divorcing
his wife Wanzia, whom, under a pretence of her bar-

rennefs, he fent back by force to Conitnntinople. The
French, however, advanced into his territories, but they
were not able to make any conquefts, and the plague feiz-

ing their army, they were obliged to return home towards
the end of the winter. The war continued to rage with

great obitinacy ; the French, however, for feveral years,
were repulfed by the Beneventans ; and even in the be-

ginning of the century, when Charlemagne had returned
to Rome, and received the new dignity of emperor from

pope Leo III. Grimoald refufed to acknowlege him as

fuch, arid braved his power when at its height. In the

following year, indeed, the French made themfelves maf-
ters of Chieti, and fome other places in that gaftaldate,
which they united to the duchy of Spoleto. They alfo

took Lucera in Puglia, but it was quickly retaken by Gri-

moald, who made Guinigife, or Vinigife, lately created

duke of Spoleto, and the whole garrifon of Franks, pri-
foners of war. Grimoald at laft, after having glorioufly
withflood the great power of the French, died about three

years after the couclufion of the truce, in the twentieth

year of his reign
m

. He was buried at Salerno, near his fa-

ther and brother, and the epitaph upon his tomb, in ele-

giac verfe, is ftill extant".

Grimoald' s only fori, Gothofred, dying before him, he
was Succeeded in the principality by one Grimoald, who
had been his treafurer. The author of the chronicon of

Salerno, represents this prince as cruel and tyrannical ;

but, according to Erchempert, he was of a mild difpofn

tion, and inclined to peace. In order to free his ftate

from the continual iricurfions of the French, he fent am-
bafTadors to Charlemagne, after the death of Pepin, and

propofed a peace with him, which the emperor agreed to,

on condition that Grimoald fhould pay a yearly tribute of

feven thoufand crowns, but, according to others, of twenty-
nve thoufand °- From this time tfre principality of Bene-

vento became tributary to the emperors of theWeil as kings
of Italy. Grimoald likewife concluded a peace with the

Neapolitans, which was not of long continuance. For

m Annal. Benin, apud Murator. torn. ii. par. u

mill. Peregr.
° Annal. Benin, ut fupra.

n Ap. Ca-

Theodore
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Theodore the patrician, who then governed the dukedom
of Naples, under the emperor Leo, furnamed the Arme-

nian, granting protection to Dauferius, a noble Beneven-

tan, who had been concerned in a confpiracy againfl his

prince, Grimoald marched againft the city of Naples, and ond invefts

inverted it by fea and land. Theodore, however, ftill re-
*Jf "jf

°f

fufed to deliver up the Beneventan traitor, and a general
^

engagement enfuing, both by land fea, the Neapolitans
were entirely defeated with great flaughter. Theodore
and Dauferius made their efcape into the

city, where they
were again in great danger of their lives from a tumult of

the Neapolitan women, whofe hufbands had been flain in

the action. Theodore having found means to quell the

tumult, immediately folicited a peace from Grimoald, who
had approached with his army ro the very gates of the city.

He was fo fuccefsful, as to prevail upon the Beneventan

prince to agree to a treaty, on condition of delivering up
Dauferius, and giving eight thoufand crowns for the ex-

pences of the war. Grimoald was fo merciful, as not

only to pardon Dauferius, but to receive htm into his for*

mer favour ; the traitor, however, reflecting upon the he-

nioufnefs of his crime, was feized with remorfe, and went
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, carrying a large ftone in

his mouth, by way of penance, which he never took out

but at his meals ?•

Though Grimoald happily put an end to this confpiracy,
A - D Sl 7-

yet, a few years after, another was formed, which proved ,T~~
"

fatal to him. The chief confpirators were Radechis, or
^redby

Radelchis, count of Confia, and Sico, gaftald of Aceren- the count

za, who, during the reign of Arechis, had fled from the of Conjia*

duchy of Spoleto, where he had lived in great authority.
As he had offended Pepin, he durft not return to his own

country, Arechis and his fon Grimoald had heaped a great

many favours upon him, and his power and authority be-

came fo great, that he began to afpire to the fuccedion.

Grimoald II. however, being preferred to him, his ambi-
tion prompted him to confpire againft his life. He ac-

cordingly, together with Radelchis, and the other confpi-
rators, murdered him, when he had

jtift completed the

eleventh year of his reign V
Sico, though a ftranger, fucceeding to the principality, SicoIV.

by the intrigues of Radelchis, renewed the treaty with faceeds,

Lewis the Good, which his predeceflbrs had concluded

v Anojjyrn. Salern. ut fupra.
* Camill. Peregrin. Hift. ut

fapra.

A a 4 with
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with the French. Radelchis, foon after his acceflion to

the throve, repenting of his villainy, became a monk in

Monte CaiRno, where he lived in great aufterity. Sico,
in the mean time, afTcciated his fon Skardo with himfelf

in the government, and being .of an ambitious and reftlefs

clifpofition, fought a pretence for attacking the Neapoli-
tans. As they, about "that time, expelled their duke Theo-

dore, and ele&ed one Stephen in his room, Sico is faid

to have declared war againft them, on account of the in-

jury done to his friend Theodore. He invefted the city
of Naples both by fea and land ; and, having beat down a

part of the wall, was preparing to make a general ailault,

when duke Stephen fubmitted : but, to^ prevent the pil—

Paging of the city, he begged of him to delay his entry till

next day, and in the mean time lent out his mother and his

,

two children as hoftages. Sico confemed to his iequeft ;

but next morning he found the breach built up, and the

Neapolitans prepared for a defence. Exafperated at their

perfidy, he renewed his attacks with redoubled fury, but

without fuccefs, as the Neapolitans defended themfelves

with great obflinacy. The emperor of the Eaft neglecting
to give.them any ailiftance, they had recourfe to the em-

peror Lewis, who fent them fome fmall reinforcements,
which enabled them to hold out againft the attacks of the be-

fiegers. Sico, however, ftill continued the fiege with great

ardour-, fo that the Neapolitans, confidering the precari-
oufnefs of foreign ailiftance, and finding themfelves, at

laft, unable to oppofe his aftaults, prevailed upon him, by
the mediation of their bifhop O rib, to agree to a peace.

We obliges The treaty was concluded on condition that the Neapoli-
theNeapo- tans, for the future, mould pay a yearly tribute to the
litans to

princes of Benevento, which was called Collata, and mould

tribal"*-
confent to the tranfporting of the body of St. Januarius
from his church, without the walls of Naples, to Beneve«n-

to r
. Thefe conditions being ratified, and hoftages given

by the Neapolitans, Sico, returned with great honour to

Benevento, carrying with him the facred relics, which
were long wormipped in that city. A few years after,

Sico, under pretence that the Neapolitans neglected pay-

ing the tribute, renewed the war againft them, which con-

tinued during the remaining part of his reign. He died at

Benevento, after he had reigned fifteen years, and a mag-
nificent tomb was erected to him before the door of the

r
Anonym. Salem, apud Murator. torn. ii. p. 290.

cathedral

I
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(cathedral church of that city, with a pompous infcription,
A- D - 833.

which is ftili extant s

(C).
~

7-
After the death of Sico, his fon Sicardo poffefled the so-

H's

f
a *k '

tt 1 1 1 • it r 1
• -

i • 1 nisjon ol-
vernment. He had, during the lite or his tather, married CardoV.
the daughter of the infamous Dauferius, and now save j'ucceeds.

himfelf up entirely to the counfels of his wife's brother

RofTrid, by whofe bad advice he opprefled his fubjecls in

fo miferable a manner, that they at laft confpired again it

his life. In the beginning of his reign he made war upon
the Neapolitans, under pretence that they did not pay the

tribute. He befieged the city of Naples with a powerful
army, and took poiTeffion of Acerra and Atella, which he
fortified. But Bonus, the Neapolitan duke, defended
the city with fuch vigour, that the Beneventans were

obliged to retire, being even forced to abandon Acerra and

Atella, the fortifications of which places were razed by
the Neapolitans

£
. Sicardo, however, foon renewed hof- A. D. 836.

tilities
j but upon the intercellion of Lothaire, emperor

and king of Italy, and of John bifhop of Naples, he agreed
He ton -

to a peace for five years. The arrival of the Saracens,
a

.,

whom Andrew, duke of Napies, called over from Africa the l'ca*o-
to his aifiitance, feemed chiefly to have induced Sicardo to Utanu

agree to a peace ; for they were no fooner fent back to

Africa, than he fought to delay the conclufion of the trea-

ty ; but the emperor interpofing his .authority, a peace
was at laft ratified, in the third year of iris reign, after

war had continued, with very little intermiilion, for fix-

teen years
"

(D).
Soon

8 Camill. Peregr. Tumul. Princ. Longob. t Anonym* Sa-

lern. cap. 47. u
Jo. Diac. in Chron. Em ft. Neap..

(C) The Saracens, Agarens, lermo, and ravaged a great part
or Immaelltes, who, a fewcen- of tlu.t i;land. Afterwards they
tunes before, had embraced croiied the* Faro, ami landing
the doctrines of Mahomet, and at Tarento, leized that city,
had conquered the whole nor- and ravaged the provinces in

thern coail of Africa, and part the lower part of Italy*, belong-
of Spain, firft infelted Sicily and ing to the Greeks

(
1 ) .

the coails of Italy during the (D) i his treaty confiiled of

reign of this prince. In the forty-nine articles, fevehreen of

year 820 they came from Affi- which are itiil preiervtU bv the

ca, like iu'anns of bees, into care of Peregnnus. By thefe

Sicily, took polleffion of Pa- it appears that Amalfi and Sop-

ienu>

(1) Epit. Chron. Cafinenf. Murat. torn. ii. Sigon. in Re^n. Ital.
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Repulfesthe
Soon after the conclufion of this peace, the Saracens

$aracens\ from Sicily landed at Brindifi, and having made them-
felves matters of the place, ravaged all the neighbouring

country. Sicardo marched againft them with a numerous

army, but was at firft repulfed with great lofs. Sicardo,
after having reinforced his army, marched again to attack

them ; but they, defpairing of being able to refift him,

pillaged and burned Brindifi, and retired with their booty,
and a great many captives, to Sicily". They were no
fooner gone than Sicardo marched with his army againft

Amalfi, for what reafon is not mentioned, though it would

appear from the chronicon of Salerno, that his chief mo-
tive for attacking that city was his great defire of pofTefling

relics, which were then fuperftitioufly believed to be a

greater protection to a city than ftrong fortifications or a

powerful army. Thefe he fpared no pains to acquire,

fending about this time for the body of St. Bartholomew
intdredaees from one of the iflands of Lipari. He accordingly, with-
Amalfi- out any bloodfhed, furprifed and took pofTeffion of Amalfi,

which he entirely dripped of all its wealth, carrying off

with him to Benevento the body of their faint Tripho-
men. He likewife ordered the walls of the city to be le-

velled, plundered the neighbouring country, tranfported
a great many of the inhabitants to Salerno, and, by pro-

moting alliances between the inhabitants of both places,

endeavoured to unite it thoroughly to his principality
w

.

During thefe tranfadtions, his own fubjects continually
felt the effects of his cruel and tyrannical difpofition. He
allowed his favourite Roffrid to ftrangle an abbot, Al-

phanus, whom he had perfecuted for feveral years, with

great malice and enmity, and who came to Salerno, under

an oath of fecurity granted him by his prince. He robbed

a great many churches and monafteries of their wealth ;

imprifoned and put to death many Beneventan nobles,

whofe eflates he feized ; depofed and imprifoned the fa*

-m Anon. Salem. w Idem ibid.

rento were then comprehended merce of the other, by fea, ri-

in the duchy of Naples, and vers, or land ; that fugitives

that the conditions of the trea- mould be punctually delivered

ty were regulated according t© up on both fides ; and that the

the Longobard laws. It was Neapolitans mould continue to

flipulated that neither of the pay to the princes of Benevento

nations ihould diflurb the com- the wonted yearly tribute (3..

(3) Pereg. de Capitular. Sicardr.

mous
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jmous Deufdedit, abbot of Monte Caflino ; and, being
jealous of his own brother Siconolphus, he compelled hirri

to turn pried, and afterwards fent him bound to Tarento,
where he (hut him up in an old tower, that had been built

for a cittern. Thefe, and many other acte of tyranny, at ^ p «

laft rendered him odious to all his fubjefts. Some nobles,
-

who had received perfonal injuries from him, entered into is murder*
a confpiracy againft him, arid murdered him in his tent, h his

in the fixth year of his reign,
nobles.

As Sicardo left only one daughter, and a baftard fon, IsSucceeded
and his brother Siconolphus was a prifoner at Tarento, by Radel-

Radelchis, who had been his treafurer or fecretary, was cflii *

unanimoufly elected prince of Benevento, upon his death \
A few months after his acceflion, the Amalfitans who
lived at Salerno defpairing of receiving the fame favours

from him as from his predeceflbr, burnt their houfes in

that city, and returned to Amalfi. Radelchis, or Radel-

chifus, who, before his election, had acquired a great re-

putation for his juftice and probity, began his reign with

baniming Dauferius, with his fons Romuald, Arechis,
and Grimoald, and fome other Beneventan nobles. Thefe
exiles privately follicited the Salernitans to revolt in favour

of Siconolphus, brother of the deceafed prince, and were

joined by Landulph, gaftald of Capua, who, being ap-

prehenfive of the refentment of Radelchis, on account of

the. cruelty of his government, had renounced his alle-

giance to him, and retired to Sicopolis, a ftrong city in

his gaftaldate, lately built by prince Sico ?. Several other

Beneventan lords entered into this confpiracy ; among
whom was Orfo count of Confia, a relation of Siconol-

phus, who had efcaped from his prifon at Tarento, and
concealed himfelf in the caftle of Orfo. The Amalfitans A- D. 840.

were likevvife prevailed upon to efpoufe the caufe of Sico- ~"i
'

nolphus, who, the following year, was conducted to Sa-
TJ'^J^l

lerno, and decked by his party prince of Beneveuito. Siconoi.

Radelchis immediately raifed an army to oppofe his fhui.

competitor; and art obftinate and mod ruinous civil war
enfued. The party of Siconolphus was at firft the mod
fuccefsful ; for, having entered into an alliance with the

Neapolitans, he received fuccours from them, by which
means he defeated the army of Radelchis, reduced great

* Sremma Sfcon. & Ignot. Monach. Caffin. Frag, apud Peregrin.
y Epit. Chron. Caffin. apud Murator. torn. ii. Eichempcrt ut

fupra. Anon. Salern. LeoOilienf. lip. i. cap. 23. Tabula. Cho-

r6gr. medii Mvi.

part
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part of Calabria and Paglia, and marching towards Be-

ncvento, took feveral places in its neighbourhood, and at

lail invdted the ciry kfeif : but by the bravery of the Be-

neventans he was quickly obliged to raife the liege and
retire. The Saracens, in the mean time, taking advan-

tage of the imedine divi-fions of the Beneventans, again
landed in Italy, and feized Tarento and feveral places in

Puglia. Radelchis, rinding ihe party of his competitor
was becoming every day more powerful, dell red Pando,

governor of Bari, to invite the Saracens to his afiiilance,

not reiledling on the dangerous confequence of fuch an

alliance. The Saracens readily embraced the offers n

them byPando, and encamped without the walls of -

but, a few days after, they deceitfully furpriled the gar-

rifon, and making themfelves mafters of the city, ilaugh-
tered the inhabitants, and threw the governor into the

fea. Radelchis, not biing in a condition to punifh their

perfidy, condeicended ft ill to court their alliance, and is-

even laid to, have robbed the church of St. Mary in Bene-
vento of its treafure, to hire, them as auxiliaries. In their

firft irruption into the territories of Siconolphus, they
A D. 842. were defeated and repulfed with great lofs.. But not long
~T~"T after, in conjunction with' the troops of Radelchis, they

1

censburn
miLrCR ed into the gadaldate of Capua, which they ravaged

Capua* in a mod cruel and barbarous manner, and laid Capua it-

felf in afhes z
.

Sicondolphus, perceiving the advantage which his com-

petitor derived from his alliance with the Saracens who
had come from Africa, mod imprudently followed his ex-

ample, and fent for thole Saracens who had fettled in

Spain, inviting them to come to his amdance. In imita-

tion of Radelchis, likewife, he robbed the church of St.

Mary at Salerno of its treafure a
. The whole duchy of

Benevento then became a fcene of blood and devadation.

Though Siconolphus, by the affidance of his new allies,

gained feveral advantages over his rival, yet their barba-

rity and infolence foon made him fenfible of the imprudent

dep he had taken. He therefore refolded to have recourfe

to the French ; and hearing that the emperor's elded fon

Lewis had arrived at Rome, he went thither, after having
a fixth time robbed the monadery of Caffino, and pur-
chafed his friendftiip.at the expence of a hundred thou-

fand crowns b
. We do not read, however, of any affid-

* Tab. Chorog. ap Murator. t<Sm. x. » Anon. Salern,

ut fupra. Anna!. Bertin. anno 844^

ance
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ance given to him at that time by Lewis, for the war
continued for feveral years after this period, almolt to the

entire deftruction of the principality *,
the Saracens, as it

Served their interefts, fometimes acting as auxiliaries; and

at other times as declared enemies to both parties. At A. D. 851.

length the emperor Lewis, at the earned intreaties of the

abbot of Monte Caffino, marched with an army from The empe-

Brefcia to Benevento, and having obliged the Benevenrans ror dlvuies

to deliver up the Saracens, with their prince Mallar, who . '/' '/*""

were put to deatn without the wans, made a partition or fwien the

the duchy between the two competitors, allowing Radel- fwocompe*
chis to retain Benevento, with a certain part of the an- <'/ori-

cient duchy, and affigning the r : to Siconol-

phus, under :he title of prince of Salerno ; but at the fame
time he obliged both princes to acknowiege him as their

fovereign, and to fwear fealty to him, declaring themfelves

not only tributaries but feudatories to the French c
. Such

was the confequence of this moll ruinous civil war, which
had continued, with great animofity, for near twelve

years. The emperor Lewis, who had arrived at Bene-

vento about Whitfuntide, after the conclusion of the

treaty, returned with his army to Mantua. But the two

princes, who were now reconciled, did not long enjoy
the fruits of the peace, both dying the fame year; Sico-

nolphus leaving an infant fon, named Sico, to the care of

one Peter, his godfather, and Radelchis, who, by his

wife Caretruda, had twelve children, appointing his fon

Radelgarius as his heir d
, whom he had aflbciated with

himfelf in the principality before his death 6
.

Radelgarius, or Radeicar, foon after the death of his RaJelcar

father, lent his forces, in conjunction with thofe of the fucceeds tt

prince of Salerno, againft the Saracens, who were Hill in tfle fnnci
"

poffeflion of Bari. He was not, however, able to reduce
Benevinto.

the city or expel the infidels: on the contrary, they re-

pulfed his forces, and afterwards made an irruption into

Apulia and Calabria, and even advanced to the neighbour-
hood of Benevento and Salerno. The Ber.eventans, not

able to put a flop to their ravages, fent the abbots of

Monte Caffino and St. Vincent to beg the protection of

the emperor, offering to iubmit, as faithful fubje<fts, to

the meaneft officer he ihould put over them f
. The em-

peror Lewis, by his father's defire, immediately returned

i

c
Sigon. Anon. Salern. Pi.etro Giannone Hift. di Nap. $ €*t

mill. Peregr. Stern. Princ. Benevent. A<: ern. e Tu-
mul. Radslcar. apud Petegriu.

f
Ercheaijjert. feci. xx.

to
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to Italy, and marched directly, with a confiderable an
towards Capua, in expectation of being joined by the in-

habitants. But they only granted him a' few auxiliaries ;

fo that, although he defeated the Saracens in feveral fkir-

miihes, he was not able to drive them out of Italy ?. Peter,
the regent* betrayed his truit, and, in favour of his own
fon Ademarius, fet afide the young prince, and fent him
to France, under pretence of being educated at the court

of the emperor
h
* During thefe tranfa&ions, Radelcar,

prince of Benevento, died, in the third year of his reign,
and wasfucceeded by his brother Adelchis, or Adelgife, a

prince of a mild difpofition, who was engaged for feveral

years in hoftilities with the Saracens, to whom he was

obliged at length to give hoftages and a yearly fubfidy.
Two years after his acceffion to the principality of Be-

nevento, Sico, the young prince of Salerno, returned to

Italy, and was poifoned at Sicopolis, by Lando count of

Capua, who the fame year removed from Sieopolis,
which had been built upon the top of a hill twenty-live

years before, and, in conjunction with two of his bro-

thers, Landulph the bifhop, and Landonulph the count,
built New Capua, on the plain near the bridge of Caffi-

lino. About the fame time they likewife revolted front

Ademarius, then prince of Salerno, and declared them-
felves independent. Their father count Landulph, who
had been gaftald of Capua, put moil of his own relations

to death, and, about the beginning of the civil war be-

tween Radelchis and Siconolphus, began to govern his

gaftaldate in an arbitrary manner. His fons feeing the

principality of Benevento miferably ravaged by the Sara-

cens, and that of Salerno pofTeffed by one whom they
looked upon as an ufurper, took that opportunity of re-

nouncing their allegiance to Ademarius, who was no
fooner informed of their revolt than he marched againft
them with an army, in order to reduce them ; but, after

feveral unfuccefsful fkirmifhes, he was obliged to retire.

Lando governed his new county (F) with an independent

fway

8 Sigon. de Regn. Ital. * Anonym, Salern, cap. 79.

(F) This gaftaldace, or coun-

ty of Capua, was bounded on

the north by Arpino, on the

ibuth by the lower fea, betwixt

the mouths of the Garidiano

and Volturno ; which two ri-

vers likewife ferved for the

eaftern and weitern boundary
of the country, though it pot-
felled fome cities on the farther

fide
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fway for five years, and, dying, left his children to the

care of his two brothers, Pando and Landulph the bifhop,

who, betraying their truft, banifhed their nephews, and

feized the county ; an ufurpation which occafioned a civil

war betwixt the favourers of the uncles and nephews.

During the government of Lando at Capua, Adema- A. D. 86r r

rius, prince of Salerno, by his cruelty and rapacioufnefs,
—

entirely alienated the affections of his fubjecls. Guafe- Adema ~

rius, the fon of Dauferius, who was then in exile at
o^Salern^

Naples, being encouraged by the malecontents, and pri-
-

tS impru

vately aflifted by the Capuan counts, returned to Salerno, fined by

and feizing Ademarius, (hut him up in a clofe priibn, a Guaferiut,

few months after the death of Lando*. Adelgife, prince
of Benevento, in the mean time, was engaged in repelling
the incurfions of the Saracens ; though he had received,
at different times, confiderable fuccours from the emperor
Lewis, he was unable to oppofe the ravages of the infidels.

He therefore entered into an alliance with Guaferius

prince of Salerno, and, in conjunction with him,' fen t an

embaffy to the emperor, intreating his protection in a

moft humble manner. Lewis, in the mean time, received

an embaffy from the emperor of Constantinople, propofing
a junction of their forces to expel the Saracens entirely
from Italy; he therefore refolved upon an expedition

againft them, and gave orders for affembling a formidable

army, fending likewife to his brother Lotharius, king of

France, defiring him to march with fome troops into

Italy
k

, The Saracens, in the mean time, continued their

incurfions, and fome authors fay, at the inftigation of

Adelgife, who had made peace with them, they invaded

the county of Capua, which they ravaged in a moft bar-

barous manner, and from thence proceeded to the duke-

dom of Naples, which they likewife plundered. The
Neapolitans aflembling an army, and hiring the troops of

the duke of Spoleto, and Gerard count of Marfi, endea-

voured to oppofe them ; but the Saracens gaining the vic-

tory, grew more infolent, and ravaged the duchy of Be-

nevento, making themfelves matters of Venafro, plunder-

1 Anon. Salern. cap. 85* 86. Stemma Princ. Salern. apud Pere-

grin. Erchcmp. left. xxvi. k Leo Ottienf. lib. i. cap. 37 & 3?;

fide of both ; namely, Sora Caferta and Sueffala beyond the

fceyond the Garigliano, and Volturno 1).

(1) TabuL Chorograph. ap. Murator. torn. x.

ing
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c$.

iflg the monaftery of St. Vincent the Martyr, and raifing
a contribution of three thoufand crowns from the monaf-

tery of Caflino j then they retired, undiflurbed, with their

booty to Bari '.

A few months after this event, the emperor Lewis ar-

rived with his army at Sora, and proceeding from thence
to Caflino, was received with great refpeft by the abbot
and monks. Upon his entering the county or' Capua, he
was joined by Landulph, the bifhop and count, with a

body of Cr»puansi but Landulph foon after perfuading the

Capuans to defert, the emperor immediately marched

againft that city, which he reduced, after a liege of three

months. Having almoft totally deftroyed that place, he
marched from thence, in the end of the year, towards

Salerno, and was met by Guaferius, with his quota of

troops, after having ordered the eyes of Ademarius to be

put out. Lewis confirmed him in the principality, and
advanced with his army to Benevento, where he was re-

ceived with great refpecT: by Adelgife. Early in the fol-

lowing fpring he ordered his army to aiTemble at Lucefa,
and proceeded from thence to inveft Bari. Finding the

city ftrongly fortified and garrifoned, and having fullered

fome confiderable loiTes in ikirmifhes with the infidels, he
turned his arms againft Matera, which he made himfelf

mafter of, pillaged, and feton fire. He likewife reduced
feveral other inconfiderable places belonging to the Sara-

cens, to whom he gave no quarter. Having placed garri-
fons in Venofa and Canofa, and fent for aiTiftance from
his brother Lotharius and the Greek emperor Balilius, he

returned, upon the conclufion of the campaign, to Bene-
vento m

. As the Saracens were continually reinforced

from Palermo and Africa, and were befides protected by
the Neapolitans, Lewis did not reduce the city of Bari

till three years afterwards, though he received a confi-

derable reinforcement from his brother Lotharius, and
was affifted by upwards of two hundred fail of Greek

fhips
n

.

After the deftruclion of Bari, the French and Lombards
marched againft the Saracens in Fuglia and Calabria, and

'

laid clofe fiege to Tarento, from whence, "about Auguft,
Lewis returned with great glory to Benevento, refolving,
after having totally expelled the Saracens from Italy, to

l

Sigon. Erch. ut fupra.
m Anon. Salern. n Annal.

Bertin. Epiit, Ludov. ad Imp. Bafil. ap. Baron. & Murator. torn,

ii. par. ii.

make

1
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make a conqueft of Sicily °. His future fchemes of con-

quer! were however frultrated by a lingular accident. The

emprefs Enge.berga, who attended her hufband, had, on
feveral occaiions, behaved in an infolent manner to Adel-

gife ; and the French army, elated with their fuccefs, had
of lare begun to opprefs the Beneventans, and to treat

them with contempt On thefe accounts, and fome fay Is impri-
at the iiiitigation of Banlius, Adelgife furprifed Lewis in f°**t at

Btnevento, and kcpr him in prifon for forty days; the ,

tne
?,

enta
r

Beneventans, at the fame time, plundering the retinue of whofofn
the emperor, and expelling them the city. During the after (ets

emperor's impri'onment, a new body of Saracens arrived himatli*

from Africa ; and being joined by thofe in Italy, befieged
b*rtJ-

the city of Salerno with an army of thirty thoufand men,

ravaging the neighbouring country with great barbarity p.

This new invafion greatly alarmed Adelgife : however,,

refolving to free his principality from the oppreflion of the

French, before he would give the emperor his liberty, he

obliged him to fwear upon the facred relics not to revenge
the infult he had received, and never to return to Bene-
vento. After his departure Adelgife joined his forces to

thofe of Guaferius prince of Salerno, to oppofe the Sara-

cens, who foon after raifed the (iege and marched into

Calabria, which they entirely deftroyed.
The emperor Lewis, in the mean time, had advanced

to Capua, where, by the perfuafion of Landulphthe bifhop
and count, who had become his favourite, he put nine

thoufand Saracens to death, and detained two ambaffa-

dors, who had been fent by the prince of Salerno, during
the fiege, to defire his afliitance. A few weeks after he

proceeded to Rome, where he was crowned by the popej
and from thence, according to a certain author, marched
with his army towards Benevento **. Other authors, how-

ever, place this expedition in the following year, when he

received abfolution from his oath from pope John VIII.
',

fome fay, that he did not go himfelf with his army, but

gave the command of it to his emprefs*, and that, though
a body of Greeks had landed at Otranto to fupport Adel-

gife, that prince, defpairing of being able to defend him-

felf, left Italy, and fled to Corfica. The accounts of au-

thors, concerning thefe tranfa&ions, are very different,

and impoffible to be reconciled. We find that this fame A. D. 873,

year Adelgife, by the interceflion of his countryman pope
Adelgife it

^ , /. « reconciled

Epift. Ludov. ut fupra. p Ercherapert. feci. xxxv. t0 t^e em„

9 Ann. Berlin, ad anno 87a, peror*

Mod. Vol. XXIV. B b John,
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John, was reconciled to the emperor, and reilored to his

principality, which he enjoyed till his death, which hap-
pened five years afterwards, when he was murdered by
his own relations r

. The emperor Lewis, foon after his

reconciliation with Adelgife, reilored the county of Ca-

pua to the bifhop Landulph : however, he refufed to erect

Capua into a metropolitan fee, and to
fubjecT:

to it the fee

of Benevento ; a favour which the ambitious biihop folli-

cited with great earnefhiefs.
A. D. 876. Lewis immediately left Capua, and died the following
... ,

year
-

n prancej w |-,ii e tne Saracens were Mill continuing

take potter-
l^T

,

ravag^ s *n Benevento, which induced the inhabit-

fwnojBari.
ants of Bari to deliver their city to Gregory, governor of

Otranto, who took poiTeflion of it, with a Greek garrifon.
At the fame time, the Salernirans, Neapolitans, Cajetans,
a'nd Amalfitans, having made peace with the Saracens,

agreed to their propofal of attacking the Roman duke-
dom ; and accordingly they fitted out a fleet of (hips, with
which they infefted the coafts of the territories belonging
to the pope. His holinefs earneftly follicited afliilance

from Charles the Bald, king of France, whom the year
before he had created emperor, and wrote to Guaferius,

prince of Salerno, diffuading him from an alliance with
the infidels

5
. In the beginning of the following year he

again follicited the emperor's affiftance, and excommuni-
cated Sergius, duke of Naples, who was the mod zealous

friend of the Saracens. He likewife wrote to the prefect
of Amalfi, to Landulph biihop of Capua, and to Clio

bihhop of Benevento, defiring them to exert themfelves
The Sara-

againft the infidels. He even went himfelf at the head of

5** aS***
an arm y t0 tne neighbourhood of Gaeta, in conjunction

territories.
w itn Vi'do and Lambert, dukes of Spoleto, and prevailed

upon Guaferius, prince of Salerno, to renounce his alli-

ance with the infidels, and to declare war againft the Ne-

apolitans. Guaferius accordingly attacked the Neapoli-
tans, and took twenty-two prifoners, whom the pope or-

dered to be beheaded. Sergius, duke of Naples, being

privately fupported by Lambert duke of Spoleto, and Adel-

gife prince of Benevento, refufed to abandon the infidels
•,

but foon after he was fent a prifoner to Rome by his bro-

ther Athanafius, biihop of Naples, who ordered his eyes
to be put out, The pope, however, being difappointed
of the afliibnee of the emperor, who came no farther than

* Erchempert, feih xxix. Anon. Salern. c. 126. Aimon. lib.

v. c. 80. in fine.
s

Rpift, Joan. ap\ Baron, anno 876.

Pavia,



The Hiflory of Naples. 371

Pavia, and was cut off by poifon, was obliged to furchafe
a peace from the infidels, and to promife to pay them a

large annual tribute f
.

By the death of the emperor Charles, all Italy was thrown
into the greateft confufion. Several competitors claimed

the imperial dignity and the kingdom of Italy ; and as the

pope's fuffrage now appeared of great confequence, Lam-
bert duke of Spoleto entered Rome with an armed force,
to compel the pope to declare for him. John, provoked

by this outrage, left Rome
•,
and next year went by fea to

France. During his abfence, Adelgite, prince of Bene-

vento, as we mentioned above, was murdered by his own

nephews; one of whom, Gaideris, feized the principa- A. D. 87?.

lity, to the prejudice of Radelchis, the fon of the de-

ceafed. John returned, towards the end of the year, to battens

Rome, when he found all the coafts of the Roman duke-
,/;^r/*«t

dom, towards Fundi and Terracina, in pofTeilion of the
polity of

Saracens. Five days after his arrival he aflembled fome Bentvento,

troops ; and marching againft the Saracens, recovered fix

hundred captives, and took eighteen of their -(hips
B

. Lan-

dulph, bifhop of Capua dying, that county was divided,

according to his will, betwixt his three grandchildren.

Pandonulphus, befides Capua, poflefTed Tiano and Lafa-

mirta
•,
Lando had Berolafli and SuefTa ; and the other

Lando obtained Calinio and Cajazzeta. At the fame time,

Landulph, the fon of Lando, was chofen bifhop. This

fettlement, however, continued only two months ; for A cwil

the brothers invaded each other's inheritance ; and, to fup-
war in th$

port their party, fome had recourfe to Guaferius, prince
c°u *try °f

of Salerno ; others to Lambert, duke of Spoleto ; and
™

others to Gaideris, prince of Benevento, and Gregory,

governor of Bari and Otranto. To complete the confu-

fion, Landulph the new bifhop was expelled, and Lande-

nulph, the brother of the governor of Capua, though a

layman, was chofen in his room, and even confecrated by
the pope

w
, who wrote to Guaferius, prohibiting him,

under pain of excommunication, from attacking Capua*
Guaferius feems not to have regarded this threat ; for we
find from Erchempertus, that he befieged Capua both this

year and the following. That miferable province was at

the fame time obliged to fupport the armies of the prince
of Benevento and the duke of Spoleto.

«
Epift. Joan, lxxxix. «

Ejufd. Epift. ap. Sigon.
w Er-

chemp. feh, xl. Anon. Salem, c. 1*7.

B b 2 The
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The Sara- The Saracens in the mean time feized the favourable

ans opportunity for (lengthening their power in Italy. Atha-

firens>then na fluSj bifnop and duke of Naples, notwithstanding the

btUah" great commendations he had received from the pope, for

putting out the eyes of his brother, now confenttd to an

alliance with the inlidels, in conjunction with whom he

ravaged the pope's territories, and thofe of Benevento and

Spoleto, plundering all the churches, monafteries, towns,
and cities, through which they paffed

x
. The Saracens

about the fame time over-ran the principality of Salerno,
and obliged the Salernitans to conclude a peace with

them, and to grant them a fettlement in the neighbour-
hood of their city y. At the invitation of Docibilis,
duke of Gaeta, who was opprefTed by the count of Ca-

pua, they likewife failed from Agrbpoli, and landing in

the neighbourhood of Gaeta, plundered the province to a

confiderable diftance. The pope ufed his utmoft endea-

vours with the Cajetans to difmifs them ; and by going
himfelf to Gaeta, prevailed^ upon Docibilis to renounce

his alliance with them, and to attack them ; but, as he

quickly found them too powerful, he was obliged to con-

clude a peace with them, and to grant them a fettlement

on the north {ide of the Garigliano, where they fortified

themielves, and continued for more than forty years
z
.

The pope, to put a ftop to the confufion which over-

whelmed Italy, thought proper about this time to reftore

Landulph, bifhop of Capua, but allowed Landenulph to

refide in the new city, and to govern one half of the dio-

cefe. Nctwithflanding this partition, the civil dilTenfions

flill continued in Capua, brothers and coufins, according
as the fortune of war prevailed, fuffering banifhment, or

A D 880 banifhing each other.
' *

In the following year Guaferius, prince of Salerno,

Guaferiusj died, and was fucceeded by his fon Guaimarius. He had

prince of not held the principality of Salerno many months, when
Salerno, Gaidcris, prince of Benevento, was taken prifoner by

hliis'fvn
^anc'°> cne °* tne count s of Capua, becaufe he had

Gumma- efpoufed the caufe of count Pandonulph, and had given
rius. his daughter in marriage to his fon. In room of Gaideris

the Beneventans chofe R.adelchis, the fon of their former

prince Adelgife, who was foon after informed that Gai-

deris had made his efcape from France, whither he had

*
Hrcbempert. ft#. xliv. y Anon. Salem, c. 128. z Leo

O/t. lib. v. c. 4a. 44.. Epift. Joan, cclvi. cclxxix.

been



The Hi/lory of Naples. 37^

been fent as a prifoner, and had put himfelf under the

protection of the Greeks at Bari. From thence he pro-
ceeded to Conftantinople, where he w;is received in an ho-

nourable manner by the emperor Bafilius, who conferred

upon him for life the government of Qria, an inland city
, betwixt Brindifi and Tarento 3

. In the mean time Athana-

fius, bifhop of Naples, notwithstanding the remonftrances

of the pope, continued his alliance with the Saracens, in

conjunction with whom he ravaged the territories of Be-

nevento. Being in hopes likewife of making a conqueft
of Capua, he fomented- the divilions between the brother

counts, and fent troops to the affiftance of Fandonulph.
The pope not being able to prevail with him to renounce A. D. 881.
his alliance with the infidels, though he had even gone to ,

Naples for that purpofe, returned to Rome, and, in the The pope

month of March, denounced a fentence of excommuni- excommu^

cation againft him. This fentence, however, feerried to, V?**?' */*
have no effect ; Athanafius united himfelf more clofely Naples
than ever to the Saracens, and fent to Sicily, defiring

king Suchaim,to come over and command a great body
of his countrymen, who had fettled at the foot of mount
Vefuvius. He likewife quartered his army in Capua,
where it committed great diforders : and this year, among
other prifoners, took the hiftorian Erchempertus, then a

youth, and ftripped him of all he had b
. Suchaim, in the

mean time, who had taken the command of the Saracens,

began hoftilities againll his ally Athanafius, and allowed

his troops to live at difcretion in the territory of Naples,
where they ravifhed the women, and plundered the in-

habitants of their effeCts. The Neapolitans thinking thefe

calamities were the confequences of the fentence of ex-

communication, prevailed on Athanafius to conclude an

alliance with Guaimarius, prince of Salerno, againft the

infidels. The bifhop accordingly receiving a confider-

able body of troops from Guaimarius, and drawing re-

inforcements from the cities and maritime towns ot Ca-

pua, obliged the infidels to quit Naples, and retire to

Agropoli.
After their expulfion from his territories, he declared

againll Pandonulph, count of Capua, and befieged that

city in conjunction with the fons of Lando and Lando-

nulph. Pandonulph had recourfe to his kinfman Radel-

chis, prince of Benevento, for affiftance, who marching
with his brother Aio to his relief, was admitted into the

a Erchempert. fe&. xlviii. b Idem, fe&. xliv.

B b 3 city,
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city, and Coon after attacked the befiegers, who were at

that rime affifted by the Amalfitans. Both parties fought
with great obftinacy, but neither fide could claim a vic-

tory. Radeichis, not long after, returning to Benevento,
Athanafius perfuaded Pandonulph to an accommodation
with his brothers, which was accordingly agreed to, and

A. D. 882. confirmed by an oath. But he and his party were no—" ~"~
fooner admitted into the city than they feized Pando-

Hmfdf
nul

P
h » and his brother Landonulph the bifhop, with all

mafler of
their friends, and fent the count and the bifhop prifoners

Cap**. to Naples. The Saracens (till continued their incurfions,

and ravaged the provinces in fuch a manner, that the

lands lay intirely de=olate c
. About this time they aliem-

bled a powerful army from Garigliano and Agropoli, and
marched to the relief of their countrymen, who were be-

fieged by the Greeks in Santa Severina. They were,

however, very unfuccefsful in this expedition ; for £r-

\ chempertus relates, that they were all cut off by the

Greeks, who immediately after made themfelves matters

of Santa Severina and Amantea, and recovered all Lower
Calabria.

A. D. 884. In the midfl of thefe confufions the Beneventans ex-
— '

pelled their prince Radeichis, in the third year of his
^°Jue "

reign, and chofe his brother Aio in his room. Aio had
eeids his © .' . . . ....

,
. .

brother
not enjoyed the principality many months, when he was

Radeichis. taken prifoner by Guido, duke of Spoleto, at Capua.
"When the Saracens drew their chief force into Calabria

againft the Greeks, Guido, or Vido, attacked their fet-

tlement at Garigliano, which he took and plundered.

Being afterwards met by Aio at Capua, he detained

him a prifoner, and proceeded to Benevento, where he

difpofed every thing according to his pleafure, and after-

wards marched quite through the principality to Siponto,
now Manfredonia, on the Adriatic fea. The Sipontins,

being informed that their prince was a prifoner, furprifed
Guido in one of their churches, and obliged him to fet

Aio at liberty
d
. The Saracens, in the mean time, plun-

dered and burnt the monaftery of Monte Caffino, which
remained for two years in ruins, while Athanafius, bifhop
of Naples, renewed his hollilities againft the Capuans,
and endeavoured to perfuade Atennlphus to feize his cou-

fin Lando and his fons, 3nd to alTume the fovereignty of

all Capua. Atenulphus at firft rejected his advice, and
even difcovered it to his coufins j but, about two years

c
Erchempert. fe£t. li, «* Idem, fe£r. xlviii. Jix.

after^
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after, he allowed himfelf to be perfuaded, and having A. D. 887.
drawn a great many young men over to his party, fur-

prifed Capua, and immediately declared himfelf count, Atenulphus

As a fecurity for his engagements to Athanafius, he fent
u
J
urP s

f
he

his Ion a hoitage to Naples; and, to prevail with pope QfCapua,
Stephen IV. to countenance his ufurpation, he fent the

abbot of St. Vincent, and Dauferius, a deacon, to Rome,
offering to fubmit to the pope, to reftore Gaeta to him,
and to affift him againft the Saracens who were fettled at

Garigliano; which promifes, however, he afterwards

neglected to fulfil
e

. Some time before this revolution in

Capua, Guaimarius, prince of Salerno, not being able

to oppofe the Saracens, who, in conjunction with Atha-

nafius, ravaged his principality, went to Conftantinople
to afk afliftance from the Greek emperors Leo and Alex-

ander, who the fame year had fucceeded their father Ba-

filius. They received him with great honour, created

him a patrician, fupplied him with money and
provifions,

and, upon his return, fent with him a considerable body
of Greeks, who were put in garrifon at Salerno f

. Pelle^

grinus informs us likewife, that they granted him a char-

ter, which is recorded by Surnmorttes s
, confirming to

him the principality of Salerno, according to the treaty of

partition made betwixt Siconulphus and Radelchis h
.

Soon after his return, Aio, prince of Denevento, re- -^* D -» 88g *

nounced his allegiance to the Greeks, and attacked their "7!
"

garrifon in Bari. The biihop of Naples, in the mean nounce

'

s fa
time, invaded his territories, and thofe of Atenulphus, atUgiams
count of Capua. In {hort, all thofe provinces which to the

compofe the prefent kingdom of Naples were engaged,
Gree^s-

about this period, in civil wars, and, with great animo-

fity, .contributed to their mutual ruin. They concluded

folemn treaties, which they violated in the fequel ; and,
inftead of uniting to expel the Saracens, continually afib-

ciated themfelves with the infidels, who made no fcruple
of ferving in oppofite armies. The anarchy which pre-
vailed at this time in Italy was greatly increafed by the

death of the emperor Charles the Grofs, without male

iffue. The Italians, on this occafion, refolved to be go- Berenga-

verned no longer by a foreign prince, and chofe Beren- ~
;

f

garius, duke of Friuli, for their king, who, by the mo-
tg/JCifor

ther's fide, was great grandfon of Charlemagne. He ob- the c-o-wn

of tuly.

c
Erchempert. feft Ixiii. & feq.

f Anon. Salern.cap.
exxxiv. £ Summonr. torn. i. p. 428.

h Camill.

feregrin. in Stem. Princ. Salern.
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tained the kingdom peaceably, as he had entered into a

previous compact with another ambitious gr jat-grandfon
of Charles the Great, namely, Vido, or Guido, duke of

Spoleto, who, in his choice of the kingdoms of the late

emperor, thought proper to prefer France. The Fiench,
however, having conferred their kingdom on Otho, count

of Paris and Orleans, Guido returned difappointed to

Italy, and immediately formed pretentions to his native

kingdom-, in which he was fo fortunate as to be counte-

nanced by pope Stephen, who had advied him to his

French expedition. A civil war enfuing, Guido defeated

his competitor, and, after much bloodihed, having in-

tirely reduced all thofe of the oppoiite party, he uas
crowned emperor by pope Formofus, in the ririt year of

his pontificate.
At the commencement of this definitive civil war,

which raged four years in the northern parts or Ialy,
Leo, emperor of Conflantinople, made great prepara-
tions in order- to punifh the revolt of Aio, prince of Be-
nevento. This prince, however, died before the arrival

of the Greek army, and left his principality to his fon

Orfo, then a boy or ten years of age. Gaideris, the ex-

iled prince, who ft ill refided at Oria, urged the emperor
to feize that opportunity of making a conqueft of Berie-

A D. 89-. ver>to. Accordingly, in the following year, Leo fent

~, _ 7 over into Italy a powerful army, under the command of
The Greeks .

,
. .

J r
r ,

]
l . n . ^

c n-ue --Be- kimbaticius, protolpatharius, who, inverting lienevemo,

nevtnto. made himfelf mailer of it, after a fiege of three mon'hs ;

and foon after reducing all the cities of the principality,

fubje&ed it to the Greek emperor, after it had been go-
verned by the Lombards about three hundred and twenty

years '. Simbaticius remained in Bencvento about two

years, and afterwards delivered up his government to

George the patrician, who treated the Beneventans with

great mildnefs and humanity, in hopes of reconciling
them to their new mailer. In the mean time Guaimarius,

prince of Salerno, governing his fubjecls in a tyrannical
manner, many of them fled to Bcnevento, where they en-

tered into a confpiracy againft their prince, and offered

to deliver up Salerno to the patrician. George accord-

ingly aflembled an army, under pretence of attacking the

Saracens, and marched to the very walls of Salerno ; but

though the gates were opened by the confpirators, he was

1 CamilJ. Peregrin. Hift. Princ Longob. Anon. Salem, cap.
14a.

difluaded
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diffuaded from marching into the city by the bifhop of

Benevento, who pretended to prophefy, that, if they en-
tered Salerno, they would all be (lain. The Beneve.ntans
likewife refilled to join in the enterprize ; and, in the

mean while, a panic feizing his army, they fled back with

great precipitation. This mifeonducl: of the patrician m-
tirely alienated the Beneventans from the Greeks. They
therefore privately defired Guaimarius, .prince of Salerno,
to invite Guido, marquis of Spoleto, whofe filler he had

married, to come into their neighbourhood with an army.
Guido, whofe elder brother Lambert was then emperor
and king of Italy, quickly arrived with a body of troops,
and was joyfully received by the inhabitants, who had been
for fome time greatly oppreffed by the Greek governor,
Theodore Turmaca, the fucceflbr of the patrician George,
lately deeeafed of a palfy

k
.

Guido allowed Turmica to depart upon paying five A. D. 898.
thou find crowns. After he had held the principality

-*

near two years, he'refolved to return to Spoleto, and to ^ adelcfl^

put Guaimarius, his brother-in-law, in porfeflion of Be-
" r
ft?

e*

nevento. Ouaimanus accordingly proceeded with a nu-
cipality of

merous retinue to Avellino, within fourteen miles of Be- Bewvento.

nevento, where he was furprifed by the gaftaldAdelpherius,
who immediately put out his eyes. Guido neverthelefs left

Benevento, which
,

after his departure, was governed a

few months by Peter the bifhop, who, finding great dif-

ficulty in repuHing the Greeks, invited the mother of the

emperor Lambert to come to the city. She foon after ar-

rived at Benevemo, and reftored the principality to her
brother Radelchis, who had been expelled about fourteen

years before by Aio K As this prince was of a foft and
indolent difpoiition, and had no talents for government,
he furTered himfelf wholly to be directed by the councils

of one Virialdus, who- excited him to harrafs his fubjecls,
and to banifli feveral of the Beneventan lords. Thefe ex-

iles, with many others who voluntarily banifhed them-

felves, retired to Capua, where they were honourably en-

tertained oy Atenu'phus. In relentment of the feverity
of Radelchis, they formed a defign of expelling him

again, and conferring the principality on their protestor

Atenulphus, who willingly hearkened to their propofal,

and, to ftrengthen his intereit, immediately fent an

embafTy to Guaimarius, prince of Salerno, begging his

k
Fragment. Hift. Longob. apud Peliegrin.

l Idem ibid.

Anon. Salem, apud Peliegrin.

daughte
r
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Atenulphus
count of

Capua ob-

tains pof-

feffion of
that prin-

cipality.

daughter for his fon Landulph, and offering to be fubjeft
to him, as his predeceifors had been to the Salernitan

princes. Guaimarius, at the inftigation of his wife Jota,
and the Capuan exiles Lando and Landulph, rejected the

propofed alliance in a difdainful manner. Then Atenul-

phus was obliged to have recourfe to the friend (hip of A-
thanafius, the bifhop, and the duke of Naples, who with-
out any difficulty, confented to a firm alliance with him,
and to give his only daughter Gemma to Landulph, the

young count of Capua"
1
.

A.D. 900. Atenulphus, ftrengthened by this alliance, haftened the

execution of the defign formed by the exiles, and proceed-

ing with them towards Benevento, furprifed the city dur-

ing the night, and feized Radelchis. Atenulphus was in-

ftantly proclaimed prince by the nobles and people, whofe
affection he afterwards ftudied to fecure by liberal gifts
and a mild adminiftration. This great revolution was

very unacceptable to many Beneventans, who could not
forbear repining at finding themfelves fubje£ted to the do-
minion of a ilranger, who was not deicended of the race

of their ancient dukes and princes. During thefe tranfac-

tions at Benevento, Guaimarius, or Vfaimar, who had
rendered himfelf odious to his fubjecls by his cruelty, was

depofed by his fon Guaimarius II. whom he had a few

years before affociated with himfelf in the government.
Atenulphus, in the mean while, to fecure the porTcffion
of the principality to his family, affociated his fon Lan-

dulph with himfelf as prince, and, appointing Peter the

bifhop as governor of Benevento, returned to Capua, where
he fixed his refidence, to the irrecoverable lofs of the city
of Benevento, which from that time began to decline.

After his return to Capua, the Beneventans, prompted
by their bifhop Peter, formed the defign of a revolt ; but

the confpiracy being difcovered to Atenulphus, he march-
ed back to Benevento, feized the chief rebels, and expelled
the bifhop, who retired full of (hame to Salerno, where
he was kindly received by Guaimarius II. at that time

greatly jealous of the power of the prince of Benevento.

Atenulphus, having eitablifhed his authority in Benevento,
was afterwards engaged for feveral years in oppofing the

incurfions of the Saracens, who had fortified themfelves

ftrongly on the Garigliano. Pie wasaflifted by the Amal-

fitans, and by Gregory, duke of Naples, who had fuc~

ceeded Athanafius ; but finding their joint forces unable

Anon. Salern, ut fjpra.

tQ
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to fupprefs the infidels, he applied for afliftance to the em-

peror Leo, and fent his fon Landulph to Conftantinople.

Leo, defirous of recovering the authority of his predeceflors

in Italy, received Landulph with great kindnefs, created

him a patrician, and ordered a powerful ar r,y to be tranf-

ported into Italy During the abfence of Landulph,
Atenulphus aflbciated his other fon, of his own name, in

the principality, and died in a few months after, having AD 910*

governed the Beneventans ten years and fix months, and -

Capua twenty-three years and an half n
.

His death.

Landulph, hearing of the death of his father, who was

greatly regretted, immediately left Conftantinople, and
returned to Capua, where he was received with great af-

fection by his brother-, and together with him aiTumed Ws two

the government, both of them agreeing not to feparate the f°ns gafver*

principality from the county, as had been prcpofed by
conJointJ >

their father. Mean while the Greek army arrived in Ita-

ly, under the command of Nicholas Picigli, a patrician,
who brought with him the dignity of patriciate from the

emperor Conftantine VIII. for Gregory, duke of Naples,
and John, duke of Gaeta, in order to detach them entirely
from the Saracens. Nicholas having drawn confiderable

reinforcements from Puglia and Calabria, which were then

almoft entirely under the dominion of the Greeks, and

being joined by auxiliary troops from Naples, Gaeta, and

Salerno, befides thofe of the Beneventans and Capuans,
marched to the Garigliano, and invefted the fort of the Sa-

racens. Pope John X. likewife joined in this alliance, and
alfo the Spoletans, and inhabitants of Camerino, who to-

gether with Alberic, marquis of Tufcany, aflifted at the

fiege. The Saracens, after an obftinate defence of three A. D. 915*

months, defpairing of relief, fet fire to feveral parts of the

town, and fallied out to the neighbouring woods and ^he $*r«-

mountains; but being purfued and furrounded by the Ita-
cens a

.

re
.

lians and Greeks, were almoft entirely cut off °.
feattdat

*~

Though by this victory Italy was entirely freed from the
Garigliano.

Saracens, yet, foon after, another body of Moors arriving
from Africa, and joining thofe who had faved themlelves

from Garigliano, ravaged Pusrlia and the territories of

Benevento. The tranquility, of thQ provinces was like-

wife difturbed by the Greeks, who governing the Apu-
lians and Calabnans with great feverity, provoked them

n Murator. torn. ii. p. 278.
"

Luitprand. Hill. ap. Mu-
rator. torn. ii. p. 441. Sigon. in Regn. Ital. an. 915. Scries Ab-
bat Caflih. apud Murator. torn. v. p. 210.

to
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to revolt. They accordingly put themfelves under the

protection of Landulph, prince of Benevento, who wil-

lingly efpoufcd their caufe ; and, in hopes, of recovering
Bari, and many cities of Puglia, immediately began hof-

tilities againft the Greeks. The event of the war at firft,

however, was contrary to his expectation ; for the Apu-
lians and Calabrians were quickly reduced by the Greeks,
whofe refentment was fo great againft them and Landuiph,
that they invited the Saracens again from Africa, and hired

them as auxiliaries. Though the Greeks, in the begin*

ning of the war, made confidence progrefs, yet, in the

third campaign, Landulph gained a complete victory over

them at Afcoli, when the Greek general was (Iain. The
war, however, feems {till to have continued, for we read

the following ftory in Luitprand, which is placed by Si-

gonius four years after the conqueft of Apulia. The
Greeks continuing their Koftilitics with great vivacity,

Landulph called in Theobald, marquis of Spoieto and Ca-

merino, to his alhfrauee. 'iheobaid having gained fome

advantages over the Greeks, ordered the pnione;s he had
taken to be caftrated, and lent them back in that condi-

tion to the Greek general, with orders to tell him, that as

he knew his emperor was a great lover of eunuchs, he had
fent him thefe few, but he hoped to be able to fupply him
with a much greater number in a {hort time. A certain

woman, whofe hufband had been taken prifoner, hearing
of the intention of the marquis, came to his camp, and

being admitted to his preience, accufediiim of bafe cow-

ardice, for making war upon helplefs women, by depriv-

ing their hufbands of what gives them health, pleafure,
and children. She obferved, that if he had a mind to

punifii them, they had eyes, nofes and hands, which
were their own : but what he had hitherto deprived them
of was the property of their wives, and ought not to be

injured. This woman's ingenuous declaration had fuch

an efFecl: upon Theobald, that her hufband and all fhe

had loft were immediately reftored to her p. Two years
after this tranfaclion, it appears that the Beneventan

princes had returned to their obedience to the Greeks.

This peace, however, continued but a few years ; for Lu-

pus, protafpata, mentions a battle fought betwixt the

Lombards and the Greeks at Matera, in which the Greek

general was killed. This action happened about three

years before the death of Landulph, who died in the for-

p Sigon. in Regn. Ital. Luitprand. lib. iv. cap. 4.

ty-
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ty-third year of His reign, after he had again been obliged A.D. 945.

to fubmit to the Greeks, as appears from the words of a •

charter produced by Baromus and Peregrinus
q

. About ^an^ph
ten years before the death of Landulph, died Guaimarius{^^'
II. prince of Salerno, leaving his principality to his infant

fon Gifulphus, whom a little before he had afTociated with

himfelf in the government. Guaimarius had married

Gaitelgrima, the daughter of AtenuJphus II. prince of

Benevento
•,
who being expelled in the twenty-fecond year

of his reign, by his brother Landulph, retired to Salerno r
.

Notwithltanding his banifhment, his name was ftill re-

tained in the public writs : Landulph, in the mean time,

aflbciating in the government his two fons, Atenulphus
III. and Landulph II. which lad fucceeded him at his

death. As there is no mention of Atenulphus III. after

the death of his father, it is probable that he did not fur-

vive him s
.

Landulph II. held the principality eighteen years, hav- A. D. 943.

ing in the beginning of his reign afTociated in the govern- -•

ment his fon Pandulph, furnamed Iron-head, and after- Landulpk

wards, about two years before his death, conferred the faceeds

title of prince upon his other fon, Landulph III. During c2aJ#£7*"
his reign the Greeks befieged and took Afcoli, and the

Hunns, or Hungarians, who for feveral years before had
infefted Italy, marched as far as Capua and Lucera, but
were entirely defeated by the inhabitants r

.

Upon the death of Landulph II. his two fons, Pandulph A. D. 961.

Iron-head, and Landulph III. made a divifion of his terri-

tories, Landulph having the principality of Benevento, which is

and fixing his refidence in the ancient capital, while Pan- a&amJe-

dulph refided at Capua, and governed that county. In the
f^om C<*-

fecond year of their reign, Otho the Great, king of Ger-
pua,

many, upon the invitation of the pope and the Italians,

arrived with a powerful army in Italy againft Berengarius
III. and, marching to Rome, received the imperial crown
from the pope. Otho, in imitation of Charlemagne, im-

mediately applied his thoughts to the eflablifhing his au-

thority in Italy ; and the following year, in the month of

Auguft, he proceeded to Capua, to receive the homage of

the Lombard princes
11

. Their power and influence, fince

the times of Arichis and Grimoald, were greatly decayed ;

they could not, therefore, imitate thofe princes, and op-

1 Baron. Annal. ann. 941. * Anon. Salern. s Pel-

legrin. in Stem. Gener. Atenulph. apud Murat. torn ii, t Lup.
Protofpat. ut fupra.

» Baron, ad ann, 963.

pofe
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pofe the arms of the new conqueror. Pandulph and hid
brother being fenfible of their own weaknefs, (trove to

procure the favour of Otho by their obfequioufnefs and

refpect. Being informed of his march towards Capua,
they went out to meet him with a great retinue, and con-
ducted him and his emprefs Adelaide to the

city, with

great demonftrations of joy. They acknowleged him as

their fovereign, declared themfelves his vafials and feuda-

tories, and fubjecled their ftates to him in the fame man-
ner as their predeceflbrs had acknowleged the ancient
Lombard kings. Pandulphus particularly having acquir-
ed his favour, obtained from him an imperial decree,

erecting the country of Capua into a principality, and or-

daining that he fhould for the future have the title of

prince of Capua
w

. Otho during his refidence at Capua
fent an embafly to Gifulphus, the brother of his emprefs,

inviting him to come and fee his filler. The Salernitan

prince was very apprehenfive of fome finifter defign ; but
after having in a folemn manner implored the protection
of the Virgin Mary, and having obtained the blefling of
his bifhop, he fet out with his attendants for Capua, ^and
was met at fome diftance from the city by the princes

Pandulph and Landulph, who prefented him to the em-
peror. Otho ftepped down from his throne to receive

him, and his fifter Adelaide ran to him, and falling on
his neck, kiffed him feveral times, reproaching him in a

tender manner for not coming to fee her without being
invited. Gifulphus, after having received fome valuable

prefents from the emperor and emprefs, returned with

great joy to Salerno x
.

Otho in the mean time refolved to recover Puglia and
Calabria from the Greeks ; but was at that time recalled

from Campania by a rebellion of the pope and the Ro-
mans. He was employed fome time in reducing the re-

bels
*,
and having re-eftablifhed his authority at Rome,

went back to Germany. The Italians during his abfence

revolted, and the Romans expelled pope John XIII. be-

caufe he refufed to join in their rebellion. Thefe com-
motions obliged the emperor, about two vears after, to re-

turn to Italy, where he punifhed the chiefs of the rebel-

lion with great feverity ; and fending for his young fon

Otho, then about thirteen years of age, caufed him to be
crowned emperor by the pope. Soon after he again pro-
ceeded to Capua, where he received an embaffy from the

w Pietro Giannone ut fupta,
* Anon. Salem, ut fupra.

Greek
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Greek emperor Nicephorus, who being apprehenfive of
his power, profefied a defire of living in friendfhip with
him. Otho propofed an alliance betwixt his young fon

and Theophania, the daughter of the late emperor Ro-

manus, whofe wife had poifoned him, that {he might
marry Nicephorus. He required likewife the provinces of

Puglia and Calabria as a dowry with the young princefs ;

and to negociate the affair, he fent Luitprand, bifhop of A. D. 96?.

Cremona, as his ambaffador to Conftantinople, being
'

firmly refolved to commence hoftilities if Nicephorus re- H'/t^a*
fufed to agree to his propofal y. Luitprand wrote a cu- ^Jfa»//«-
rious account of his embarTy, which is (till extant z

. He
pie,

fays, he was received at Conftantinople with the greateft

inhumanity, and almoft ftarved ; that Nicephorus in his

difcourfe treated Otho and the Germans with great con-

tempt and ridicule, and refufed to confent to the match,
unlefs Otho would reftore to him Rome and Ravenna, and
all that part of Italy betwixt thofe cities and Sicily ; though
the match fhould not take place, he required Otho to leave

Rome free, and to renounce all pretenfions to the fove-

reignty over the Beneventan and Capuan princes, who
were his fubjects. Otho in the mean time had returned

to Rome, together with the pope, who, while he was at

Capua with the emperor, erected that fee into a metropo-
litan, and created John, the brother of Pandulph, the firil

archbifhop
a
.

Before the return of Luitprand from Conftantinople,
Otho, when at Rome, received an embafTy from Nice-

phorus, who defired him to fend fome of his chief men to

Apulia, to receive Theophania. The emperor accord-

ingly fent fome of his nobles, with a large efcort to re-

ceive the princefs •,
but inftead of finding Theophania,

they were unexpectedly attacked by the Greeks, and al-

moft all killed or taken prifoners. This perfidious action

immediately determined the emperor to declare war. He
Befieges

accordingly, in the month of March, laid fiege to Bari ; Ban, but

but the Greeks defended themfelves with fuch refolution,
wMout

that he was obliged to abandon the enterprize. The reft
e*e** %

of the campaign was fpent with various fuccefs; for

though the emperor ravaged fome of the Greek territories,

yet Pandulph, prince of Capua, who inverted Bovino,
was defeated in a fally, and taken prifoner by the Greeks,

y Baron, ad ann. 963. Rer. Germ. Script, apud Meibom. torn,

i. p. 666. 2 Murator. torn. ii. p 479.
a Leo Qf-

tienf. lib, ii. cap. 9.

who
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who immediately fent him to Constantinople. A little be-
fore this campaign, Landulph, prince of Benevento, dy-
ing, Pandulph had fucceeded him in that

principality, to

the prejudice of the fon of the deceafed, and had aflbciat-

ed his own fon Landulph IV. in the government. Af-
ter his defeat before Bovino, the Greeks elated with their

fuccefs, invaded the territories of Benevento, took Avel-

lino, and advancing towards Capua, plundered all the

country through which they marched, and at laft inverted

*the Greeks the city. They were joined on their march by Marinus,
befiege Ca- then duke of Naples, with a great body of Neapolitans,
tua ' who neglecting the fiege, employed themfelves wholly in

ravaging the country. Eugenius, the Greek commander,
finding that he made no progrefs, and bemg informed that

Otho was affembling a powerful army for the relief of the

city, raifed the fiege, which had continued about fix

weeks, and retired with his troops, ordering the greateft

part of them to march through the duchy of Benevento,
while he with the reft went to Salerno, where he met
with an honourable reception from the prince Gifulphus,
who was fecretly in the intereft of Nicephorus

b
.

Otho in the mean time arrived with his army at Capua,
and being joined with the Capuans, advanced into the

duchy of Naples, ravaging the country, and at laft
fitting

down before the city : but, finding himfelf incapable of

reducing the place, he decamped, and marched to Avel-

lino, which he burnt, becaufe the inhabitants had volun-

tarily fubmitted to the Greeks. He afterwards repaired
to Benevento, which that fame year had been erected into

« an archbi(hoprick. Defigning an expedition into Apulia, he
and his nobles heard mafs, which was celebrated by the

new archbifhop Landufph, after which they received the

eucharift under both kinds, according to the practice then
in ufe c

. The archbifhop then giving his benediction to

the whole army, they immediately marched into Puglia,
where they defeated the Greeks ; and towards the end of

A. D. 970. the campaign returned to Avellino. Next year Otho

again marched into the Neapolitan territories, from
Their ter~ whence he carrie'd off a great number of cattle, and then

"avazeTby proceeded into Puglia, ravaging the country, and burning
Otho. the fuburbs of Bovino, which city his troops again invert-

ed. On his march thither, he was met by Alvara, the

wife of prince Pandulphus, with her fon, who requefted
him in the mod earned manner to procure the liberty of

b Anon. Salem. c Idem ibid.

her
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jier hufband, who was treated with great Inhumanity by
Nicephorus. The Beneventan prince ibon after recovered

his liberty, by a revolution which happened at Conftan-

tinople. Theophania, who had poifoned her fir ft hufband

liomanus, this year murdered Nicephorus, and promoted
her confidant, John Zimifceus, to the empire ; who, to

quiet the murmurs of the people, refblved to make peace
with Otho, and immediately fet Pandulph at liberty.

Refoiving to ufe him as a mediator, he foon after fcnt him
to Bari, and defired him to inform Otho that he would

agree to the marriage betwixt his (lep-daiighter Theopha-
nia and his fon Otho II. Pandulph, upon his return to A - ^- 97*.

Italy, was received with great affection by the emperor,
*"

who reltored him to his former dignity, and by his perfua- clujeJwhh
iions co.nfented to evacuate Puglbi, and to agree to a peace the Greeks,
with Zimifceus, who accordingly two years after lent

Theophania to Italy. She was received with great mag-
nificence at Pvome, where, in the month of April, (he was
married to Otho II by the pope, who afterwards crowned
her emprefs. Otho', a few months after, i*eturned to

Germany, where he died in the co'urfe of the following

year.
About the time that Otho left Italy, Gifulphus, Gifufrhvs,

prince of Salerno, was bafely furprifed by his uncle Lan- P nnce °J
.

ilulph, the fon of the banifhed prince of Capua,, Atenul- Jt/S"^
'*

phus II. Gifulphus, by the perfuafions of his mother his unae.

Gaitelgrima, who was filler to Lahdulph, had lavifhed a

great many favours upon him, and had created him count
of Confia, from whence, however, he was foon expelled
on account of his cruelty, and obliged to retire to Naples
with his four fens, Guainiarius, Indolf, Landulph, and

Landenulph. By the intereft of his filler he was foon

after recalled to Salerno, reflored to the county of Coniia,
and promoted to fuch a degree of favour, that, according
to the contemporary hiftorian, he was next in authority to

the prince
d

. His promotion ferved only to difcover his

ingratitude and ambition ;
for foon after, by the affift-

ance of his fons, he furprifed Gifulphus and his princefs
in their palace, and publiihing to the people that they
were murdered, prevailed upon them to acknowlege him-
felf as their prince. He was affifled in eftablifhing his

authority by iVLirinus, duke of Naples, and Manfo, duke
of Amalfi ;

to which laft city he had privately removed

"Gifulphus and his princefs. But a difference happening

d Anon< Salem.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. Cc betwixt
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betwixt him and his fon Indolf, who expe&ed to have

been aflbciated into the principality, the enraged fon be-

gan to concert means of reftoring his lawful prince, and

perfuaded the Salernitan nobles to fecure the caftles, and
to apply to Pandulph Iron-head, prince of Capua, for his

afftftance. Pandulph hearkened to their" requeft with great

joy, and aflembling fome troops, quickly reduced all the

cities and towns in the principality of Salerno, except the

capital, which was ftrongly garrifoned by the Amalfi-

tans. After a confiderable time fpent in the fiege, he at

length made himfelf matter of Salerno, and having ex-

pelled the ufurper, reftored Gifulphus, who had been

near two years a prifoner. Gifulphus having no chil-

dren, foon after his reftoration, from gratitude to his re-

ftorer, adopted his fon Pandulph, and made him co-

partner in the government. With him he reigned four

years, and at his death he left Pandulphus, the father, as

his fucceflor, who united all the three divifions of the an-

cient principality of Benevento ; being called prince of

Benevento, Salerno, and Capua. Pandulphus enjoyed
the principality of Salerno about three years, and at his

death very imprudently made a divifion of his territories.

He left his fon Pandulphus prince of Salerno, and another

fon, Landulph IV. prince of Capua and Benevento. Be-

fides, he gave feparate fiefs to his other fons, Laidulph,

Gifulph, Landenulph, and Atenulph : but no mention is

made how he difpofed of the duchy of Spoleto, and mar-

quifate of Camerino, which he was likewife in poffemon
of for twelve years

c
(H).

* Pctrus Damien. lib. vii. ep. xii. Pellegrin. par. vii. Anon.Salern,

(H) The learned and accu-

rate Giannone relates, thar,

from the great number of fiefs

and counties which began now
to be turned into hereditary

lordfhips, and were pofiefTed

by nobles who lived abfolute

and independent in fortified

caftles, furnames began about

this time to be reftored in thefe

provinces, for the better dif-

tinguifhing thofe princes who
had the fame name, and were
defcended from the fame fa-

mily. The furnames were ge-

nerally taken from places where

they or their forefathers had
fixed their refidence. They
were alio taken from magiftracy
and offices, fuchas Maltrogiu-
dice, Doci, Conti, Cavaleanti,

Filaftoppa, &c. Sometimes,

though rarely, from the names
of their forefathers, as the fa-

mily of Atenulpho and fome
others ; but afterwards from
an infinite number of occafions

and accidents (1).

(x) Pietro Giannone Hi ft, di Naple. lib. viii. c. 8. fc&. \l

A few

I
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A few weeks after his death Otho II. arrived with an a. D. 9S1.

army at Benevento, with intention of expelling the

Greeks and Saracens entirely from Puglia and Calabria. Benevento

His army was reinforced by Romans, Neapolitans, and an^ ^aP?&

Beneventans ; and he was likewife joined by prince Lan-
a

J^fJ.^
n

dulphlV. and his brother count Atenulph j though it ap-

pears that Landulph was, about this time, difpoiTelTed of

Benevento by his coufin Pandulph ; who, upon his fa-

ther's death, had been deprived of his inheritance by Pan-

dulph Iron-head. Otho made great progrefs at fir ft in

Puglia and Calabria, and advanced with his army as far

as Tarento ; but the following year, on the 15th of July,
he was entirely defeated, in a general engagement, by the

Greeks and Saracens of Bafentello, a fmall town on the

coaft of Calabria. His defeat was owing to his Italian

auxiliaries, who being difgufted with his cruelty, deferted

in the beginning of the action, by which means his army
was almolt entirely cut to pieces, and he himfelf, with

great difficulty, efcaped in difguife. The prince Lan-

dulph, with his brother Atenulph, and many other per-
fons of diftin£tion, were flain in the battle ; and though
the Greeks did not purfue their victory as might have
been expected, yet they recovered all Calabria and Pug-
lia, over which they placed a new governor, under the

title of Catapan. The author of the Chorographical

Defcription of Italy thinks that at this time they con-

quered the greater part of ancient Lucania, which they
annexed to their other Italian provinces, under the name
of Bafilicata, in honour of the reigning emperor Baii-

lius II.
f
.

Otho having faved himfelf, with the remains of his ,

army at Capua, conferred that principality on Aloara and

her fon Landenulph, the brother of the deceafed Lan«

dulph, who governed it ten years ; but Aloara dying,

Landenulph, about four months after, was cruelly mur-

dered by his own fubjecls. The emperor, who, accord-

ing to fome authors, was wounded with a poifoned arrow

during the battle, foon after caufed his fon Otho III. then

about ten years of age, to be declared king of Italy and

Germany ; and having recruited his army, in the follow-

f Sigon. in Regn. Ital. ad annum. 891- Tabul. Chorograph.apud
Murator, torn. x. col. ccixxxy, cclxxxYi. Leo Oftienfe lib. ii.

cap. 9.

C c 2 ing
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ingycar he marched to Benevento \ which city he allowed

his foldiers to pillage, in refentment of the treacherous

A. D. 983. behaviour of the Beneventans at Bafentelio. We do not

find, however, that he attacked the Greeks, but return-

Othodies.
;ng to Rome, died in that city in the beginning of De-
cember g

.

The death of Otho occafioned great difturbances in

Italy. About four months after his deceafe, Peter, bilhop
of Pavia, his chancellor, was elected pope by the name

hfueeeeded of John XIV. and did his utmoft to fecure the Romans to

by Otho the intereft of the young Otho. Boniface, in the mean
Ml* time, who had been expelled as an intruder into the Ro-

man fee by the former pope Benedict, hearing of his

death, and of the death of Otho, returned from Conftan-

tinople to Rome, where, by bribing the Romans with

thofe treafures which he had formerly taken from the Va-

tican, he. raifed a ftrong party, who imprifoned John,
and declared him pope. John, after four months impri-

sonment, died of hunger. Boniface, however, did not

long enjoy the papal dignity, but died fuddenly, in about

four months after his reiteration. The Romans then

chofe John XV. but he was foon after expelled by Cref-

centius Numentanus, who feized the caftleof St. Angelo,
and affumed the government of Rome, under the title of

conful. John retiring into Tufcany, and prefling young
Otho to come into Italy, the Romans, who began to be

apprehenfive of the emperor's refentment, immediately
invited the pope back to the city, and upon his return re-

ceived him with the greateft refpecl: ; Crefcentius, how-

ever, (till retaining the government of the city, and keep-

ing pofleflion of the caftle of St. Angelo.

Revolutions During thefe proceedings feveral revolutions had hap-
in Salerno, penedin the principality of Salerno. Before the death of

the late emperor, Pandulph had been expelled from Sa-

lerno, by Manfo duke of Amalfi, who alTociated his fon

John with him in the principality, which he held for two

years, till the emperor's death. After the death of Otho
the Salernitans expelled Manfo and his fon, and chofe one

John, called di Lamberto, to diftinguifh him from the

emperor John. He aflbciated his fon Guido in the go-
vernment } and upon his death, which happened about

live years after, he conferred the title of prince upon his

g LeoOftienC cap. 9 & 10. Pttr. Damian. lib. vii. epift. is.

other
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other fon Gualmarius, with whom he reigned fix years
h

.

Landenulph, prince of Capua, as we mentioned above,
«»^»* Ca»

was murdered by his fubjetls, and his brother Laidulph,
*ua '

v/ho was concerned in the murder, was chofen as his luc-

ceflbr.

While Laidulph held this principality, and Guimarius, A. D. 996.
or Guaimarius III. reigned in Salerno, and Pandulph II.

with his fon Landulph V. governed Benevento, Otho III. °tn0

marc
into Rome*

in the twelfth year of his reign, arrived wi h an army in
n

Italy, to eftablim his authority in that kingdom, and par-

ticularly to reduce Crefcentius, who ftill kept poiTeilion
of the caftle of St. Angelo and governed with defpotic

authority in Rome. John XV. dying about the time the

emperor arrived at R ivenna, he ordered the Romans to

elect his nephew Bruno, who took the name of Gre-

gory V. and proceeding to Rome, received the imperial
crown from his hands ;

after which ceremony he returned

to Germany. Before he quitted Italy, Crefcentius, whom
he had pardoned at the interceilion of the new pope, again
affumed his former authority, expelled Gregory, and fub-

ftituted the bifhop of Placentia as pope, who took the

name of John XVI. Gregory retired to Germany, and

intreatcd Otho to return to Italy with a powerful army to

reduce the Romans. The emperor accordingly repaired
the Alps next year, in the month of April * and having

obliged the Romans to deliver their city, feized the anti-

pope, whofe eyes he ordered to be put out, and his ears

and hands to be cut off. He likewife, after a vigorous

fiege, reduced the caftle of St. Angelo, and put Crefcen-

tius to death. About two years after, he again returned

to Italy,
and his nephew Gregory being dead, he nomi-

nated to the pontificate the famous Gerbert, archbiihop
of Ravenna, who rnd come into Italy with him abouc

three years before, and now afiumed the name of Sil*

vefter II. Soon after, being informed that Laidulph, A. D. 6£9 .

prince of Capua, had been concerned in the murder of

his brother, he expelled him from that principality, and F°*fef"f*
, n , ,\

l
. , *. * /V principality

beftowed his government upon Ademanus, a Capuan, f Capua
who had been educated from his infancy with himfelf, on Aaema-

and enjoyed a great (hare of his favour '. nus.

The Saracens in the mean time ftill continued to make

irruptions into thefe provinces. About three years before,

they took and plundered Matera, after a fiege of four

h
Peregrin, in Stem Princ. Salern. 1

Peregrin, in Stem.

Princ. Cap. Leo OS. lib. ii. cap. 15. Sigon. in Rcgn. Ital. lib. vi.

C c 3 months ;
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months
•,
and this year, immediately after the departure

of the emperor for Germany, they invaded Campania,
and made themfelves mailers of Capua. Otho returned

to Italy in the following year with a powerful army, re-

covered Capua, and ail the other places of Campania,
from the infidels. After having vifited Monte Caffino and
Monte Gargano on a religious account, he marched with

his army to Benevento ; from whence, in refentment for

the treacherous behaviour of the Ben«ventans to his fa-

ther, he carried off the body of S. Paulinus. He fur*

vived this expedition only a few months
•,
and dying in

the end of the following January without any iffue, gave
a new opportunity to the Italians of claiming the empire
and kingdom of Italy. The Italian nobles accordingly
affembled at Pavia, and conferred the kingdom of Italy on

Ardoin, the fon of Dodo, marquis of Ivrea : but the arch^

bifhop of Milan, and the Italian clergy, thinking them-

felves injured, becaufe they were not called to the elec-

tion, affembled at Lodi, where they depofed Ardoin, and
declared Henry, duke of Bavaria, king of Italy, who had

already fucceeded Otho in the kingdom of Germany. This

imprudent and impolitic conduct of the clergy occafioned

a civil war betwixt the two competitors and their adhe-

rents, which continued about ten years. At length pope
Benecii£t VIII. being expelled by a faction at Rome, re-

tired to Germany ; and having perfuaded Henry to enter

Italy with a powerful army, to eftablifh his own autho*

rity, and to reftore him to his fee, the year after confer-

red upon him the imperial crown.

During thefe tranfactions, the Greeks, who, after the

defeat of Otho II. at Balentello, had enlarged their domi-

nions in Italy, were endeavouring to eftablifh their autho-

rity upon folid foundations. Bendes appointing a new

magiftrate, with unlimited power* called Catapan, who
fixed his refidence at Bari, they put ftrong garrifons into

the cities of Puglia and Calabria, and founded feveral new
cities, fuch as Draconaria, Cividade, Firenzuola, and

Troja ; the laft of which only remains at this day. They
had extended their bounds about this time fo far, that

they were in poffeffion of more than two-thirds of the pre-
fnt kingdom of Naples. The three dukedoms of Amalfi,

Naples, and Gaeta, indeed, were governed in the form

of commonwealths, and frequently elected their magi-
ftrates, and even their dukes, out of their own body : the

Greek emperors, however, ftill preferved in thefe duchies

%hp fhadow of fupreme dominion, and particularly were

woi}t
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wont to confirm the dukes of Amalfi ; which city, about
this period, by its extenfive commerce, had raifed itfelf

to a great degree of grandeur and opulence. Though the

Greeks had fo far extended their territories in Italy, yet,

being unacquainted with the nature of fiefs, they did not
erecT: any dukedoms, counties, or baronies, in Puglia and
Calabria ; thefe dignities, however, were foon after in-

troduced by new conquerors.

SECT. II

Tranfaftions of the firji Norman Conquerors, till the

Death of Roger, firft King of Sicily.

HP H E Normans, who had invaded France during the The firft

reigns of feveral princes, at laft, about the beginning
arrival of

of the former century, concluded a peace with Charles
the "or~

the Simple, and, having embraced Chriftianity, became ^ay%

very zealous in their new religion. They placed great
devotion in vifiting facred places, particularly Rome, and
the holy fepulchre at Jerufalem ; and, not difcouraged by
the length and danger of the journey, they joined in

bands, and forced their way through all obftacles, fre-

quently routing great bodies of Greeks and Saracens, who
endeavoured to oppofe them. About the time of the death

of the emperor Otho III. forty of thefe Normans, as Leo
Oftienfis writes k

, or, according to other authors, one

hundred, returning from Jerufalem by fea, landed at Sa-

lerno in the habit of pilgrims, where they were honour-

ably received by Guaimarius. During their refidence at

Salerno, a great body of Saracens landed, and inverted

the city. Guaimarius, not being in a condition to re-

pulfe the invaders by force, was preparing to pay them a

large fum of money which they demanded, when the

Normans propofed to attack them, and, having got horfes

and arms from the prince, engaged triem with fuch fury
and bravery, that they entirely defeated them, and obliged
them to fly to their (hips. This complete victory filled

Guaimarius with admiration of the ftrangers, whom he

intreated to remain in his country, offering them lands,

and the mod honourable employments ; but not being
able to prevail with them to ftay in Italy, or even to ac-

cept of his prefents, at their departure he fent fome am-

k Leo Oft. lib. ii, cap. 37.

C c 4 bafladors
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The Sara-
cens befiege
Bar'u

A.D.

baffadors with them to Normandy, with veffels loaded
with exqi.ifite fruits, rich furniture for horfes, and pre-
cious garments of gold and filk, to allure' the Normans to

come into Italy ; and it appeared, a few years afterwards,
that he was not diiappointed in his expectations.

A.D 1005. Xhe Saracens in the mean time continued their incur-

fioris in different parts of Italy with various fuccefs, as the

Greeks were continually fending reinforcements to Puglia.
About three years after the departure of the Normans,
they befieged Bari, and reduced the city to great extre-

mity ; but the befieged being at laft relieved by a Vene-
tian fleet, Gregory, the firft captain whom we find men-
tioned, obliged the infidels to raife the fiege and retire

1

.

Gregory was fucceeded by Xipheus, who died the year
after, and had for fucceffor Curcua, in the fecond year of
whofe government the Saracens broke the peace which

they had concluded with his predeceffors, and feized Co-
fenza. As Curcua governed in a very arbitrary and op-
premve manner, he railed a general disaffection among
the Apulians againli the Greeks, fo that about the time
that the Saracens feized Cofenza, the inhabitants of Bari

openly revolted, and put themfelves under the conduct of

Mello, who was defcended of an ancient Lombard family,
and had great power and authority in their city

m
. Mello,

with his kinfman Datus, had excited them to throw off

the Greek yoke, and defended them againft the attempts
of Curcua ; but he dying in the following year, and Bafi-

lius Bajanus arriving as his fucceffor with a ftrong rein-

iorcemenc of Macedonians, the Barifians thought of a

fubmiffion, and, to procure their peace with the Greeks,

promifed to deliver up Mello and Datus. The two chiefs,

being informed of their defign, fled from Bari to Afcoli,
from whence Mello went to Benevento, afterwards to Sa-

lerno, and at laft to Capua ; while Datus retired with his

wrife and children to Monte Caffmo, from whence he was
invited by pope Benedict, and made governor of Garig-

1009.

Bari re-

volts from
the Greeks.

liano. The catapan Bajanus in the mean time entered

A.D.1015.

The Nor*
wans ar-

rive a fe~

tend time

in Italy.

Bari, and feizing the wife and fon of Mello, fent them

prifoners to Conftantinople.
Mello was received at Capua with great kindnefs by

Pandulph If. who had then affociated his fon and. grandfon
with himfelf in the government. About a year after his

arrival at Capua, a company of Norman adventurers ar-

J Sigon. in Regn. Ital.

torn. iii.

°> Lup. Protofpatt ap. Murator.

rive4
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rived at Rome, and offered their fervice to the pope, who $

ttruck with their military appearance, propofed to them to

give their affiftance to the Lombard princes againft the

Greeks, who had lately greatly encroached on the Roman
empire

n
. The chief of thefe Normans was Ofmond

Drengot, who, having flain another lord in a duel, was

obliged to leave his own country, to fhun the refentment

of his prince, duke Robert. The reputation his country-
men had acquired a few years before at Salerno, and the

kind invitation of Guaimarius, perfuaded him to come to

Italy. He was attended by four of his brothers, with their

fons, nephews, and many other friends, who was refolved

to (hare his fortune. Mello, who was waiting for an op-

portunity of delivering his country, immediately engaged
the Normans to affift him, and, having drawn together a

confiderable army from Benevento and Salerno, marched

againft the Greeks, whom he entirely defeated. In this

engagement the Normans diflinguifhed themfelves by
their bravery ; and the news of their fuccefs arriving in

Normandy, an innumerable company, with their wives and

children, left their native country, and croffing the Alps,
after a long and hazardous march, joined their country-
men in Apulia. After the arrival of this reinforcement

Mello again engaged Bajanus, and gained another victory,

though with confiderable lofs. The Greeks were a third

time defeated, and loft a great many of their towns ; but

Bajanus, the year after, venturing another battle at the A.D. 10T9.

city of Capua, gained a complete victory over Mello and
~ "

the Normans, and recovered all his loft territory °.
hated*

This defeat obliged Mello and Rodolphus, the Norman
chief, to apply to the emperor Henry for affiftance, who
received them very graciouily, promifed to fend an army
into Italy, and gave leveral rich prefents to Rodolphus.

During their abfence fome Normans entered into the fer-

vice of Atenulph, abbot of Monte Caflinoj and, fettling

in the neighbourhood of St. Germano, defended the ter-

ritories belonging to the monaftery from the incurfions of

the counts of Aquino. Others of them had retired to Datus

at Garigliano, and engaged to defend that citadel. Baja-

nus, in the mean time, having no enemy to contend with,

and receiving large fums of money from Constantinople,

prevailed on feveral cities to fubmit to the Greek empe-
ror. He brought over the abbot Atenulph to his intereti:,

n Glaber. Jib. Hi. cap. i.
•

Sigon. ut fupra., Lup. Pro-

tofpat. ana. 1019.

by
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by making a donation of a forfeited eftate to the abbey of

Caffino; and prevailed on Pandulph, prince of Capua, to

fubmit to Bafilius, and to grant him a free pafTage through
his territories againft GariglianoP. He accordingly fur-

prifed Garigliano, took Datus and the Normans prifoners,
after they had defended themfelves two days, and par-

doning the Normans at the defire of Atenulphus, put
Datus to death as a traitor (L).

A.D.1021. This furprifing progrefs of Bajanus at length aroufed

the emperor, efpecially as he was earneftly prefTed to

Theempe- march into Italy by Mello, who had gone a fecond time
ror

t

m
Tbu-

eS mto Germany, and by the pope, who had likewife pafled

fa the Alps. Mello died while the emperor was preparing
for the expedition ; but foon after Henry marched with a

powerful army into Italy. He divided his troops into

three bodies, giving the command of one divifion to

Poppo, patriarch of Aquileia ; of another to Belgrimus,

arehbifhop of Cologne > and marched with the third in

perfon through Lombardy 9. He wanted to feize the ab-

bot of Caflino , but Atenulphus, being informed of his

defign, embarked at Orranto, with intention of failing to

Gonftantinople, but was fhipwrecked during the voyage.

Capua being furrounded by the divifion of the arehbifhop
of Cologne, Pandulph furrendered to the prelate, on con-

dition of being carried to Henry, before whom he

promifed to prove his innocence. The emperor was
then befieging Troja, which had been rebuilt by Baja-
nus a few years before. The city furrendering a few days
after, Pandulphus was tried by all the barons, and unani-

mously condemned to die ; but the emperor, prevailed

upon by the intreaties of the arehbifhop, changed his fen-

tence into perpetual banifhment into Germany. He con-

ferred the principality of Capua on Pandulph, count of

Tiano, and gave the title of count to Stephen, Mello,
and Peter, the nephews of the famous Mello. As his

army fuffered greatly by the exceflive heats of Apulia, he

marched back to Rome, after he had taken Troja, and
feverai other cities, from the Greeks, and, according to

p Leo Oft. lib. ii. cap. 37, 38, 39. q Idem ibid.

(L) Bajanus, by his great province of the weftern part of

fuccefs, having almoit entirely .Apulia, by the name of Cata-

re-eltablifhed the affairs of the panata, which is at this day
Greeks in Italy, made a ieparate called Capitanata (

1 ).

(1) Romuald, Salem. Chron. ad aim. 1013.

fome
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fomc authors, gained a complete victory over them in the

neighbourhood of Salerno, on which account he dedi-

cated a church to the holy Virgin
r
. At his departure he

left ieveral of his officers to aifift the counts of Tiana in

recovering Bari, and recommended the Normans to them
and to the princes of Benevento, Salerno, and Capua.
He quitted Italy the following year; and dying the year
after in Germany, was fucceeded by Conrad the Salic, A.D.1024.
duke of Franconia, of the illuftrious houfe of Saxony.
Glaber informs us, that about the fame time, the famous Conrad

Rodolphus, with a great many Normans, left Italy, and j^
ceedst9

returned to their native country, where they were joyfully
' ' **ftre»

received by duke Richard their prince
s
. Many of them,

however, ftill remained in Campania, where they were
treated with great contempt, and even inhumanity, by the

inhabitants, who, forgetting their obligations to them,
fuffered them to wander in the woods, without allowing
them any place for fhelter. The Lombard princes like-

wife, paying no regard to the emperor's recommendation,
denied them their wonted pay and fubfiflence.

The Normans at laft refolved to do themfelves juftice

by arms ; and chufing one Turftin for their leader, who
had diftin^uilhed himfelf in the late war, foon fubdued

the inhabitants : he dying foon after by the bite of a fer-

pent
1

, the Normans unanimoufly chofe as his fucceflbr

Rainulphus, another diftinguifhed officer, who quickly
made hinlfelf confiderable by taking part in the civil dif-

putes which happened in thefe provinces upon the fuccef-

tion of the emperor Conrad. The Normans were particu-

larly opprefTed by Pandulph, the new prince of Capua,
who was likewife detefted by his own fubjecls on account

of his avarice. Guaimarius III. prince of Salerno, who A.D«iox6.

had married the filter of the banimed prince, and had -

gained the favour of the new emperor, being likewife of- Keflores

fended with him, prevailed on Conrad to fet his brother- ff^ "ohit

in-law, Pandulph IV. at liberty, and to order him to be
prjnCipa

~

reftored to his principality. Pandulph accordingly, foon
Uty.

after arriving in Italy, was immediately joined by the

Normans under Rainulphus ; and, receiving troops from

his brother-in-law Guaimarius and the catapan Bajanus,
inverted Capua, which he made himfelf matter of, after

a fiege of eighteen months. The other Pandulph, count

r
VideSigon. in Regn. Ital. * Glaber. lib. Hi. cap. i.

% Leo Oftienf. lib. ii.cap. 58. Giil. Apul. a'p. Murator. torn. v. p.

?$5> Willel. Oemeticcnfis, lib. vn, cap. 43.

of
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ofTiano, found means, however, to obtain the protec-
tion of Bajanus, who fent him a-:d his fon John to Na-

ples, where he was kindly received by the duke Sergius.

Pandulphus IV. having recovered his principality, about
twelve months after declared war again(r. Sergius, on ac-

count of the protection he afforded to the count of Tiano,
A.D.1027. andj marching fuddeniy againft Naples with an army,

obliged the city to furrender, an aim which none of the

Lombard princes his piedecefibrs had been able to effect.

Pandulph of Tiano made his efcape to Rome, where he

foon after died. Sergius fled before the taking of the

city, j
and being informed that Rainulphus, the Nor-

man, was greatly diffatisfied with the Capuan prince,

who, fince his reftoration, had neglected to perform his

engagements to him, he applied to him for afliftance

to recover his dukedom. Rainulphus was then build-

ing the city of Aver fa, about ten miles diftant from

Naples, and, embracing the offers made to him by
Sergius, immediately commenced hoflilities againft Pan-

dulphus, who was at length obliged to quit Naples,
after he had been about three years in poffeflion of the

city. Sergius being fenfible that he owed his reftoration

to Rainulphus, entered into a Itricl alliance with him,
and married one of his relations ; and, to fhew his grati-
tude to his benefaclor, he created Rainulphus a count,
and eredled the territory of Averfa into a county. Rai-

nulphus, in order to people his new city, fent ambaffa-

dors to the duk*e of Normandy, giving him an account of

his fuccefs, and inviting his countrymen to come and par-
take of his good fortune. In confequence of this invita-

tion, great numbers of Normans, a few years after, came
into Italy, among whom were William,- Drogo, and

Umbert, three fons of Tancred, duke of Hauteville,

from whofe pofterity thofe princes were defcended who
firft conquered Sicily from the Saracens, and formed the

kingdom of Naples (M). Thefe three fons of Tancred,

upon

AD. 1030.

We Nor-

muns build

Averfa.

(M) Tancred was defcend-

ed from Rplo,thefamoui3 Nor-

man pirate, who ravaged the

coath of France in the time

of the emperor Lewis If. but

.afterwards embracing Chri-

friainty, took the name of Ro-

bert, and married Gifla, the

lifter of Charles the Simple.

Tancred mavrled two wives,

Moriella and Fredctiana, by
whom he had twelve fons and

"three daughters. By his firft

wife he had William, furnam-

ed Bracchio di Ferre, or Iron

Arms, Drogo, Humphrey,
Geoffry, andSerlo. By his fe-

cond, Robert Guifcard, Mal-

ger,
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upon their arrival in Italy, fixed themfelves at Salerno,
and offered their ferviee to Guaimarius IV. who, about
four years before, had fucceeded his father in the princi-

pality. They were received by him with great regard,
and employed in all his affairs.

Pandulphus, prince of Capua, in the mean time, after

he had been obliged to reftore Naples to Sergius, had
turned his arms againit the monaftery of Caflino. He
imprifoned the abbot Theobald, and obliged the monks
to chufe another of his own nomination ; and, befides

robbing the treafury, he feized feveral poffeffions belong-

ing to the monaftery. The monks made great complaints A.D. 1038.

againft him to the emperor, who being likewife informed —
that the Italians were forming the defign of a general re- Conrad

volt, entered Italy with a powerful armv, and, having
™archn t9

. , , 1/11 • t i 1
"

, ,

& Capua,
quieted the diiturbances in Lombardy, proceeded to and confers
Rome. From thence he fent fome of his officers to Ca- that [>rm-

pua, ordering Pandulph to reftore all that he had taken duality on

from the monaftery of Caflino \ but no regard being had the P rince

to his officers, he proceeded wich his army to Caffino,
and from thence to Capua. Pandulphus, afraid of the em-

peror's refentment, had left the city, and fled to the caftle

of St. Agatha, which was very ftrongly fortified. How-
ever, refolving if poffible to make the emperor his friend,
he offered for his pardon three hundred pounds of gold,
one half to be immediately paid, and his fon and nephew
to be given as hoftages for the fecurity of the payment of

the reft. This offer was accepted by the emperor ; but

Pandulphus foon after repenting of what he had done,
refufed to fulfil his engagements, in hopes that, after the

departure of the emperor, he would eafily recover the

poffeffion of Capua. Conrad, by the advice of his barons

and the noblemen of Capua, deprived him of his princi-

pality, which he conferred on Guaimarius IV prince of

Salerno, who, being in great favour with him, prevailed

upon him to give the inveftiture of the county of Averfa

to Rainulphus the Norman. The emperor, at the fame

time, redored Atenulphus, bifhop of Capua, who had
been imprifoned by Pandulphus ; and, having returned

ger, William, Alfred, Urn- venturers into Italy, and one

bert, Tancred, and Roger, of the daughters married a

Ten of thefe fons came as ad- count of Averfa (2,.

(2) Malatur. lib. i. cap. 1,2. 4. 3, 10. 19. £38. &ih). iii. cap 35,

Leo Oftier.f. lib. ii.cap*G7,

to
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to Germany with his army, died in the courfe of the fol-

lowing year
u

. After his departure Pandulphus left one
of his fons in the caftle of St. Agatha, and went to Con-

flantinople to defire the afliftance of the Greek emperor
to recover Capua ; but Guaimarius had fuch influence at

that court, that Pandulphus was immediately ordered into

banifhment, where he continued two years, till the em-

peror's death; and though the fucceeding emperor re-

flored him to his liberty, he would not grant him any
afliftance.

Guaimarius, in the mean time, by means of the Nor-

mans, made himfelf mafler of Sorrento, which he gave to

his brother Guido, referving only the title to himfelf. By
their afliftance likewife he conquered Amalfi, which he
annexed to his principality ; and foon after he aflumed the

title of duke of Puglia and Calabria ; fo that no prince in

thofe provinces equalled him in power and grandeur.
However, the great authority and influence which he faw

the fons of Tancred had acquired, beginning to give him
fome uneafinefs, he feized the firft opportunity of difmitT-

ing them from his fervice. About the time that Conrad
marched into Italy, the Greek emperor Michael Paphla-

gon, to fecure the efteem of his fickle fubje&s, refolved to

recover Sicily from the Saracens ; and, for that purpofe,
fent the catapan Michael Maniacus with an army into that

AD.104.0. ifland. This commander, hearing of the great reputa-— tion of the Normans, before he tranfported his troops
The Nor- from Calabria, fent to Guaimarius, intreating him to
mansajfili

grant fcm fome f thofe warriors. His requeft was moft

\nSic7ly, willingly hearkened to by the prince of Salerno, who, to

encourage the Normans to engage in the expedition, pro-
mifed them fome additional rewards, befides the emperor's

pay. William, Drogo, and Umbert, accordingly march-

ed from Salerno with three hundred of their countrymen;
and pafling over into Sicily, diftinguifhed themfelves

greatly in the conqueft of that ifland. Maniacus acknow-

jeged, that the recovery of Medina was chiefly owing to

their bravery. William, with his Normans, gained a fig-

nal victory over the Saracens before Syracufe, and killed

the governor of the city with a blow of his lance. Ma-
niacus made himfelf mafter of Syracufe, and entirely re-

duced almoft the |whole ifland
;
but being accufed of trea-

fon, was condu&ed prifoner to Conftantinople
w

. Some

*» Leo Oft. lib.ii. cap. 65, J Curopalat. Hift.

authors

1
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authors aflert, that lie was murdered at Syracufe

*
•,
and

others, that he ftill continued in the command y . His

fucceffbr, according to Cedrenus and William of Puglia,
was Doceanus, a man of no abilities, who quickly loft the

whole ifland, except Medina, and treated his Norman
auxiliaries with the moll infolent contempt. He would
not allow them any [hare in the booty, and even ordered

one Ardoin, a noble Lombard, and aflbciate and inter-

preter of the Normans, to be fcourged, becaufe he refuf-

ed to part with the horfe of a Saracen whom he had flain

in {ingle combat.
The confequences of this tyrannical behaviour were very

fatal to the Greeks j for Ardoin and the Normans took a
moft fevere revenge. At that time they diffembled their

refentment ; but Ardoin foon after obtaining leave to re-

turn to Italy, under pretence of going to Rome on ac-

count of a vow, he and all the Normans embarked at

night, and eroded the Pharo to Reggio. Ardoin, inftead

of going to Rome, went immediately to Averfa, and per-
fuaded count Rainulphus to join with him in the defign
which he had formed of attacking the Greek provinces
in Italy, which he hoped would be an eafy conqueft, as

the inhabitants fubmitted with great reluctance to the

Greeks, and the provinces were at that time almoft en-

tirely defencelefs. Rainulphus, approving of his fcheme,
raifed three hundred foldiers, whom he fent under twelve

officers to join the other Normans under the fons of Tan-
cred ; and made an agreement with Ardoin, that the con-

quefls mould be equally divided among the chief leaders.

The two parties, being joined, immediately inverted Mel-
A.D.104.T.

phio, one of the ftrongefl: cities in. Puglia, which being .,

reduced, they incrcafed its fortifications fo as to render it Theyrttum

impregnable. They foon after made themfelves matters to Italy and

of Venofa, Afcoli, and Lavello. Doceanus, alarmed at
*tt*c*fH&m.

the conquefls of the Normans, immediately left Sicily,
and marched with his army into Puglia, where he at-

tacked the invaders near the river Oliviento
•, but, after a

fierce engagement, he was obliged to retire with confi-

derable lofs. The Greeks, a few weeks after, were de-
They de-

feated a fecond time at Cannse ; and in a third engage- feat the

ment, which happened near the river Ofanto, the army
Greeks.

of Doceanus was entirely routed, and he himfelf was

obliged to
fly

to Bari z
. The Normans, after thefe vie-

* Leo Oftienf. lib. ii. cap. 68. r Malater. lib. i. z Gal.

Apal. Leo Oftienf. ut fupra. Malater. lib. i. cap. 9. Lap. Pro-

tofpat, Chron. ad an. 1041. &not. 87,

tories,
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tories, chofe Atenulphus, the brother of Pandulph III*

prince of Benevento, for their leader, that they might fe-

cure the affection of the inhabitants. The court of Con-

ftantinople, in the mean time, was in the utmoft confu*

(ion, occafioned by the death of the emperor Michael IVi
and the ingratitude of his fuccefibr and nephew Michael

Calaphates, who expelled the emprefs Zoe, the wife of

his uncle, who had adopted him for her fon. Zoe, how-
ever, a few months after, was reftored to her former dig-

nity by the people, 'and married Conftantinus Monoma-
chusj who became her partner in the empire, while Cala-

phates had his eyes put out, as a puniihment for his ingra-
titude. During thefe domeftic difturbances, Doceanui
received orders to return to his command in Sicily ; and
fent another army to Puglia, under the command of Ex-

auguftus, or, according to Cedrenus, of Bojoannes, fou

of the late catapan Bajanus. This commander had no
better fuccefs than his predecefibr ; for engaging the Nor-

mans, near Monte Pilofo, his army was entirely routed,
and he himfelf was taken prifoner. Atenulphus, however*
without confulting the Normans, foon after fet him at li-

berty, on receiving a confiderable fum of money ; which
action fo offended the adventurers, that they deprived him
of the chief command, and conferred that dignity on Ar-

gyrus, the fon of the late Mello, who had efcaped from

Constantinople, and according to Lupus, protofpata, now
affumed the title of prince and duke of Italy

a
. The fame

author relates, that, before this engagement, Maniacus
had returned to Italy ; and, to ftrike terror into the revolt-

ed cities, executed a great many perfons of all ages and
fexes with great inhumanity

b
. As the emperor Conftan^

tinus fucceeded to the throne foon after his arrival in

Italy, he openly rebelled againft him, and prevailed upon
his own army to proclaim him emperor, beginning hofti-

lities immediately againft the Greek cities. Argyrus, at

the fame time, took Giovennazzo, and befieged Trani, and

foon after befieged Maniacus in Tarento, where he had fixed

his chiefrefidence. Maniacus,afraid of falling into the hands

of the Normans, left Tarento, and repaired to Otranto y
from whence he crofted the Adriatic, and engaged Ste-

phanus Sebaftophorus in Bulgaria, where he was entirely
defeated ; and, being taken prifoner, had his head ftruck

off c
.

*
Lup. Protofpat. ad an. 1042. t> Gul, Apul. lib. i. ad

fin. * Cedren. p. 624., 625* Zonaras.

The
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The Normans, in the mean time, being fenfible of their Conquer
own flrength, refolved to render themfelves more indepen- threat part

dent : reflecting that they owed a great deal of the re- °/ ^Pul*«»

putation they had acquired to the valour of William Brae-

chio di ferro, th'ey aflembled the following year at Matera,
and unanimoufly elected him their commander in chief,

honouring him likewife with the title of count. They then A.D 1043*

agreed to make an equal partition of their conquefts, and

for that purpofe appointed a diet to be held in Melphis, to

which they invited Guaimarius and Rainulphus. By the

divifion which was made, the city of Siponto and Monte

Gargano, with all the villages and places belonging to

them, were given to Rainulphus, count of AverTa ; the

city of Afcoli was conferred on William, the count
*,
Dro-

go, Arnolinus, Hugh, Peter, "Walter, Rodclphus, Trif-

frian, £rveus, Afclittinus, Rainfrid, and Ardoin, all had
their diftinct (hares ; but the city of Melfis was left com-
mon to all, and referved as a place for aflerribling to con-

fult about the mod important affairs of their nation.

Though Argyrus was neglected in this divifion, yet, by Ar^yrus is

having expelled the rebel Maniacus from Italy, he found crew.ed

means of acquiring the favour of the emperor Conftantine, duke of

who, as a check upon the power of the Normans, con-
%art h tne

Ferred upon him the dignity of patrician ; and likewife *erCn

gave him the city of Bari and its territory, with the title

of prince and duke of Apulia.
The Normans having now acquired great power, began

to behave with infolence to their neighbours. During the

war in Apulia, thofe of Averfa had ufurped feveral territo-

ries belonging to the abbey of CafTmo, which the abbot

finding it impoflible to recover, contented himfelf with re-

ceiving from them the oath of fidelity as vaffals. They,
however, did not ceafe their ufurpation ; but took poiTef-

fion of feveral other territories belonging to that monaf-

tery, and built a fort in the neighbourhood, notwithfland-

ing the remonftrances of the abbot, whom Rainulphus en-

deavoured to feize by a ftratagem •,
but was himfelf taken

prifoner with his men. Upon his return to Averfa, he

was refolved to revenge the affront by declaring war againfl

the abbot, but was prevented by the authority of Guaima-

rius, who about the fame time aflifted count William in

an expedition againft the Greeks in Calabria d
. Rainul- Drjgofuc-

phus did not long furvive the peace ; but dying, about a c'et̂ hu

year afterwards, without any fons, was fucceeded in the
f™^/L*

X

d Lup. Protofpat. \\t fupra, Leo. Oft. lib. ii. cap. 71, & 72.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. Dd county
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county by Afclitlinus de Quadrellis, who had married his

inter. The death of RainuJphus was preceded by that of

William Bracchio di Ferro, who was fucceeded in the

county of Apulia by his brother Drogo, or Drago. In the

beginning of his government, all the reft of his brothers,

except two, left their native country, and came into Italy,
with many other Norman gentlemen, in the habit of pil-

grims, that they might not be oppofed by the Italians,

who began to be very jealous of the power of thefe

(Irangers. Drogo joyfully .received thefe new adventur-

ers, caufed his brother Umfred to be created a count,
and conferred the government of the caftle of St. Mark,
on the frontiers of Calabria, on his brother William, fur-

named Guifcard.

AJ>. 1046* Mean while the confufions in Rome, where three popes— had divided the pontificate, brought the emperor Henry
The empe- \\ with an army, into Italy. Before his arrival, Gratian,
tor Henry a Roman prieft, had prevailed on the three popes to re-

haly. %n > m con fu - erat i°n °f receiving a yearly penfion from
the revenues of St. Peter. By that expedient he procured
the pontifical dignity for himfelf, and took the name of

Gregory VI. The emperor, however, difapproving of

his intrufion, called a council at Sutri, in the neighbour-
nood of Rome, where Gregory was depofed, or prevailed

upon to refign. Henry received the imperial crown from
the fucceeding pope Clement II. and after this ceremony
dilmilfed part of his army with the emprefs, proceeding
with the remaining part to Monte Caflino, accompanied
with the pope. Having made rich prefents to the monaf-

tery, he marched to Capua, where he prevailed on Guai-

marius to refign that principality, which he again confer-

red on Pandulphus, in confideration of a large fum of

money
e

. He was there vifited by Drogo count of Apulia,
and Rainulphus II. count of Averfa, who a little before

had fucceeded Afclittinus. Thefe princes were very
defirous of fecuring the favour of the emperor, who

»
IO willingly received them as his vafTals ; and having been

*

prefented by them with fome -fine horfes, and a large

Confirms* fum of money, gave them the inveftiture of all thofe

thg tfor- territories they were then in poffeftion of. Afterwards
mans w

proceeding to Benevento, Pandulph III. who, with his
t

Qu*ll

C0*~
ôn Landulph, then governed that principality, fhut

the gates againll him, being apprehenfive that he would

imitate the examples of the emperor Otho II. and

III. who had allowed their army to plunder the inhabi-

« Leo Oft. lib. ii. cap, 8o#

tants.
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tants. Henry, in refentment of this affront, which he was
Hot then in a condition to revenge, prevailed on the pope
to excommunicate the city, and gave all the territory of

that principality to the Normans. He then returned with

his army to Germany, taking pope Clement along with

him, who died that fame year, in the month of October,
of poifon, which he is faid to have received, while he was
in Italy, from the antipope Benedict f

, who again feized

upon the Roman fee. The emperor, in the mean time,
at the defire of the Romans, fent Poppo, bifhop of Brefcia,
or Brixen, to Rome, as fucceflbr to Clement II. who was

accordingly crowned the following year, in the month of

July, when the antipope Benedict was again prevailed

upon to refign. He took the name of Damafus II. but

dying twenty-three days after his elevation, the emperor
fent Bruno, bifhop of Toul, his own relation, to be his fuc-

ceflbr, who was perfuaded by Hildebrand, afterwards the

famous Gregory VII. not to accept of the pontifical dignity

upon the nomination of a layman. He therefore laid afide

his pontifical robes; and,afTumingthedrefsof apilgrim, pro-
ceeded with Hildebrand to Rome, where he was unanimouf-

ly elected by the people, and took the name of Leo IX.
The Greek emperor, in the mean time, hearing that

Henry granted the inveftiture of Apulia to the Normans,
and that there were no hopes of expelling them by force,
fent Argyrus with large fums of money from Conftanti-

nople, which was to be diftributed among them, if they
would engage in his fervice in a war which he was refolved

to declare againft the Perfians. The Normans perceiving
the fnare, and anfwering, that they were determined not

to leave Italy, unlefs expelled by force, Argyrus, by means
of the fame money, bribed the Apulians to afTailinate

count Drogo. The chief of the confpirators was one Tfowkabi*

Vifo, who, when the count was going in the morning to tants of

the church at his caftle of Montoglio, ftabbed him, while Aup 1^
his aflbciates attacked and killed a great many of his

mf^aJrt

guard, and made themfelves matters of the fort. Many m
e

ans

° "

more Normans were, about the fame time, maflacred in

the other cities of Apulia j fo that a greater number of
them perifhed by this confpiracy, than had been killed in

the late wars. Umfred, who had been declared count
before the death of his brother, immediately aflembled

his countrymen, and retook the caftle of Montoglio, and
likewife defeated Argyrus, who, with fome troops, en-

f Rgmuald. Chron. ad. ap. 104.7,

D d 2 deavoured
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Leo IX
marches

againji the

Normans.
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take the advantage of the confufion ocea-

ns is de»

feaiet and
taken pri~

foner.

deavoured

noned by the maflacre. Argyrus, befides bribing the

Apulians, had recourfe likcwiie to Leo IX intreating his

holinefs to deliver Italy from the cruel Norman tyrants;
and the inhabitants, who were now treated with great

feverity by the Normans, privately folicited his holinefs

to march with an army into their country againft their op-

prelTors.
Leo willingly hearkened to their complaints, as the Nor-

mans, befides continuing their holtilities againft the

Greeks, had of late made feveral incurfions into the terri-

tories of the church. His holinefs being then in Germany,
made an exchange with the emperor of feveral patrimo-
nies belonging to the holy fee in that country^ for other

places in Italy fubjecl: to the emperor s. The bifhoprick of

Bamberg particularly .was, at this time, exchanged for

the city of Benevento h
\ and the emperor, at the defire of

Leo, granted him a powerful army to recover the territo-

ries of the church, which had been feized by the Nor-
mans. However, after the army had advanced into Italy,

Henry, at the perfuafion of Geberard, bifhop of Eichftet,

countermanded a great part of it. Many German volun-

teers, and people of defperate fortunes, neverthelefs con-

tinued with the pope, who, by his military preparations,

greatly aftonifhed all Italy. As he had a great reputation
for fanclity, and was at the head of a body of Germans,
and had a correspondence with Argyrus and the Greeks in

Apulia, the Normans began to be very apprehenfive, and
fent a fubmiffiveembafly to him, offering to hold all their

conquefts as vaffals of the Roman fee. Leo neglecting
their offer, and refufing to grant them peace, unlefs they
firft reftored all their conquefts, the Normans unanimoufly

agreed rather to part with their lives than the territory

they hsd acquired. Attacking the pope's army, they

gained a complete, though bloody, victory ; and a few

days after befieging the city of Civitate, where Leo had

fled, obliged him to abfolve them from the fentenee of ex-

communication, and to furrender himfelf their prifoner '.

The Normans received Leo with the greateft reverence •,

and having fet him, and all the other prifoners, at liberty,

conducted him to the city of Benevento, where he arrived

about the end of June. He was fo pleafed with the vene-

ration-ftiewn to him by the Normans, that in a letter, which

g Hermon. Chron.
i Malater. lib. i.eap. 14.

h Leo Oft. lib. ii. cap. 46. & 85.
Vide Barort. Annal. ad ami. 1053.

he
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he foon after wrote to the Greek emperor, he declared he
would have been ibrry to have obtained a victory ; and, Gives the

according to Malaterra, he granted them, as an heredi.- invefiiture

tary fief of the holy fee, all the conquefts they had already °f^
l'at0

made, or mould make for the future, in Calabria and Si- manil

cily. The learned Giannone after ts, that this conceflion

of the pope was nothing elfe but a teltimony of his friend-

ship for the Noimans, who wanted him only to blefs their

arms, as a pretence to vindicate their acquifitions, and

juftify all their future undertakings; for they reftored no-

thing to his holinefs of what he pretended to in Beneven-

to, but gave that city to the prince PanduJph with his fon

Landulph, who had been expelled upon the approach of

the German army, and fervedthem as auxiliaries '« Pan-

duJph, about four years after, forfook the world, and
turned monk

; but Landulph held the principality till his

death, which happened about twenty-four years after ra
.

The pope, however, teems not to have acled with good
faith towards the Normans ; for it appears, from his let-

ter to the Greek emperor, that he had not laid afide his

delign of extirpating them from Italy, which he faid, he

hoped quickly to accomplifh, by the afiiitance which he
fhould receive from him and from his coufin Henry

n
.

Death prevented the execution of this defign ; for he A.D- 1054.

fickened foon after at Benevento*, and, proceeding to
~

'

Rome, died on the 19th of April. Count Umfred, in the ^
tes at

mean time, entirely reduced all the cities of Apulia, and

afterwards punifhed the authors of his brother's murder
with great feverity. The death of Leo freeing him from
a watchful and zealous enemy, he propofed to enlarge his

dominions by the conqueft of Calabria, where, by the va-

lour of his brothec Robert Guifcard, he quickly made a

confiderableprogrefs. The Norm ms about the fame time,

granted their afliftance to Gifulphus II. in recovering the

city of Salerno, which had been furprifed by fome Amal-
ntans and Salernitans, who, the year before the expedition
of Leo IX. had murdered his father Guaimarius IV. After A.D.1056.

the war had continued about two years in Calabria, count
^

~"

Umfred died ; leaving only two young fons, Bacelardus ?*!"-"
imd Harmannus, whom he committed to the care of his

andisfuc*
brother Robert, who immediately upon hisdefire, affumed ceeded by

the government of Apulia.

1 Giannone ut fupra. m
Peregr. in Stem. Pi inc. Benevent.

ex Chron. S. Sophiae.
n

Epirr. Leon. ap. Baron, ad ann. 1054.

Rob<tt

Guijcan

D d 3 The
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The (hort reigns of the two fucceflbrs of Leo IX. con-

tributed greatly to the eftablifhment of the power of the

Normans in Calabria. Geberard, bifhop of Eichftet, who,
after a vacancy of near twelve months, fucceeded Leo, and
took the name of Victor II. regretted his former oppofition
to the expedition of his predeceffbr ; but was prevented by
death from forming any defign againft the Normans. Af-
ter he had enjoyed the pontifical dignity two years, he was

fucceeded by Frederic, abbot of Monte Caflino, and bro-

ther of Godfrey, the hulband of Beatrice, countefs of Tuf-

cany, betwixt whofe family and that of the emperor
there was a kind of hereditary animofity. The new pope,
who took the name of Stephen X. foon after his elevation

refolved upon an expedition againft the Normans ; and as

the emperor Henry had died the year before, and left his

dominions to his infant fon Henry IV. he propofed to

confer the imperial dignity on his own brother Godfrey*
duke of Tufcany, and afterwards, in conjunction with

him, to march into Puglia : but, before he could bring his

fchemes to maturity, he died fuddenly at Florence, in the

eighth month of his pontificate . After his death a fchifm

enfued at Rome, which continued for ten months, when
Benedict the fchifmatical pope refigned, and Nicholas II.

who had been legally elected, obtained peaceable poiTef-

fion of the chair. About the fame time great revolutions

happened in the court of Constantinople : Michael Stra-

tioticus had renounced the empire, and aflumed the habit

of a monk, while feveral competitors endeavoured by force

to procure the fucceilion, which was at laft fecured by
Ifaac Comnenus p.

AD. 1059. During thefe confufions at Rome and Conflantinople,
Robert Guifcard made great progrefs in Calabria. After

JX ftl™!*'
havinS made **"»&# mafter of" almott all the cities and

duke of places of (trength in that province, he at lad reduced Reg-

Apulia and gio, after which conqueft he caufed himfelf to be pro-
Calaona. claimed duke of Apulia and Calabria q

. The year before

he had divorced his firft wifeAlberada, who was too nearly
related to him, and had married Sikelgaita, one of the

fitters of Gifulphus II. prince of Salerno r
. About the

fame time he gave aftiftance to his brother Geoffrey, count

of Capitanata, and granted a fhare of his conquefts to his

youngeft brother Roger, who had been very active in rob-

Leo. Oft. lib. ii. cap. 99 & 100. Baron. Annal. p Curo-

palat. Hift. q Leo. Oft. lib. iii. cap. 16. Sigon. ut fupra.
* Malater. lib. i. cap. 30, 31. Peregrin, in Stem.

bing

I
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king and plundering the inhabitants of Calabria. While
the fons of Tancred were thus extending their dominion,
the Norman counts of Aver fa were likewife enlarging
their territory. Richard I. the fon of Afclittmus, invaded

the principality of Capua •,
and befieging the city, obliged

the inhabitants to furrender, and Landulphus V. to quit
the government. After having caufed himfelf to be

crowned prince of Capua, he reduced all Campania ; and

returning to the city, obliged the inhabitants to deliver up
to him the gates and towers, which at firft he had left in

their poiTefhon. Thus ended the dominion of the Lom-
bards in Capua, which had continued in an uninterrupted
feries of one hundred and fixty years, from Atenulphus to

this Landulphus V. whofe children the abbot DeGderius
mentions he law going about as vagabonds, begging bread

to fupport their miferable lives
r
.

Nicholas II. finding the power of the Normans conti-

nually incrtafing, immediately after his acceffion de-

nounced a fentence of excommunication againfl them,
under pretence that they had feized fome territories be-

longing to the holy fee. Notwithstanding this fentence,

Robert Guifcard abloltitely refufed to part with the dif-

puted territory ; however, as he was by many of the Apu-
lians looked upon as an ufurper, and his nephew Buciiar-

dushad prevailed upon fome cities to revolt in his favour,

he thought it molt prudent to procure, if pollibk, the

friendfhip of the pope. He accordingly fent a lubmiflive

embafly to him, intreating him to come into Apulia, and

promifing to give, him fatisfa£tion if he would reftore him
to the communionof the church. Nicholaswiliingjyagreed
to this propofal, confeious, by the misfortune of his prede-
ceffor Leo, that the Normans could not be eafily extir-

pated out of Italy. After Whitfuntide he proceeded to

Melphis, where he held a council for reforming feveral

ecclefiaflicai abufes, and had a conference with the Nor-

man princes. Both parties being fenfible that they needed

each other's afliflance, they foon came to an agreement.
Pvobert reftoring what he had taken from the church, and and re-

confenting to hold ali his conquefts as a lief of the holy <;

/• es *^e

fee, Nicholas abfolved the Normans from the fentence of tnvefltture

pxcommunication, and folemnly gave the invejtiture of j ich
-

ies

Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily, to duke Robert, and the , ^
principality of Capua to Richard, count of ^verfa, borh pope,

princes taking the oath of fidelity to the pope, and pro-

r Defi'\ Dial. lib. iii.

D d 4 mifmg
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mifing to pay a yearly acknowlegemcnt of twelve pence of

Pavia, for every yoke of oxen in their dominions. This

agreement was probably made without much difficulty, as

both parties had nothing in view but to rob their neigh-
bours of their rights, and to make their advantage by the

bargain. The pope in particular made ufe of his new
friends to quell the infolence of the counts of Tufculum,
now Frefcati. Upon his return to Rome, he took with

him a great number of Normans, who, at his defire, ra-

vaged the territories belonging to the Tufculan family, on
the fouth fide of the Tyber ; and afterwards pa fling that

river, deflroyed all the caftles of count Gerard, as far as

Sutri. Nicholas furvived this tranfaction about two yeavs,
and died at Rome, in the third year of his pontificate.

Robert, in the mean time, continued the war againit
thofe cities which ftill held for the Greeks, while his bro-

ther, count Roger, pafTed over with an army into Sicily

againft the Saracens. The duke made himfelf mailer o£

Brindifi, Tarento, and Matera, and a few years after be-

fieged Bari, both by lea and land. This city was fuperior
to all the reft in Puglia in wealth and greatnefs, and had

been itrongly fortified by the Greeks, who had lent thither

a numerous garrifon, under the command of the catapan

Stephen Pateranus, or Sebaftophorus. Robert, however,

perievering in the liege, at lalt made himfelf mailer of the

place, which had been defended by the inhabitants and

garrifon for more than three years
s
. After the reduction

of this city Robert failed with a fleet of fifty-eight (hips for

Sicily, in order to afliii his brother Roger in the conqueft
of that ifland. In the mean time great confufions had

happened at Rome, where Alexander II. had been elected

pope, without the confent of the emperor, who, to fup-

port his prerogative, had nominated one Cadolus to the

pontificate. This antipope was condemned in two or

three councils, while Alexander was fupported by God-

frey, marquis of Tufcany. This nobleman protected him

againit the other faction, and marched with an army as

far as Aquino againft Richard, count of Averfa, who en-

deavouring to take advantage of the difturbances in Rome,
hoped by force to caufe himfelf to be elected a patrician.

Godfrey had feveral fkirmifhes with the Normans ; but at

lalt having received a large fum of money from Richard,

» Leo Oft. lib. Hi. cap. 16. Malater. lib. ii. C3p. 45. BeatiJ.

Kill, di Bari, lib. ii. Gul. Apul. torn. iii.

he
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he retired with his army

l
. Alexander II. at laft obtain- . D

jng the quiet poffeffion of the Roman fee, by the death

of his competitor, confirmed the inveftiture of Puglia and
Sicily con-

Calabria to duke Robert, and lent a confecrated itandard quered by

t-o count Rog:-:, to teftify his approbation of his Sicilian the Nar-

expedition. Roger, before the arrival of his brother manu

Guifcard, had almoff entirely conquered the iiland of Si-

cily ; and being joined by his forces, at laft made himfelf

mailer of Palermo, after a fiege of five months. Robert

gave the inveiliture of 'the whole iiland to Roger, with

the title of count, referving only to himfelf the half of Pa-

lermo, Meflina, and the valiey of Dcmona. Returning
to Apulia he (topped at Melphis, where he was received

with acclamations by the greateft part of the barons of

Apulia and Calabria. The count of Trani, however, (till

refufing ro acknowlege him as his fovereign, R.obert be-

fieged and took that city, with feveral other towns de-

pending upon it, and foon after furprifed his fon ; but as

the young prince then confented to take the oath of fealty

to him, he generouily reftored all that he had taken from

him, except Trani.

Pope Alexander II in the mean time died at Rome, and

was fucceeded by the famous Hildebrand, who took the

name of Gregory VII. whofe turbulent and ambitious fpl-

rit firft gave rife to thofe imperial and papal factions,

which diiturbed the peace of Italy for feveral hundred

years after. In the beginning of his pontificate, a dif-

ference happened betwixt duke Robert and his brother-in-

law Gifulphus, prince of Salerno, which afforded a new

opportunity to the Normans of extending their conquefts.

The Amalfitans being treated with great rigour and feve-

rity by prince Gifulphus, in refentmem for their difioy-

alty to his father, had recouffe to the interceffion of

Guifcard, who accordingly fent an embafly to his bro-

ther-in-law in their behalf. Gifulphus treated his ambai-

fadors with great coldnefs, and remonllrated to them,
that the duke had ieized Areco and Sancbi Euphemia,
with fome other places belonging to his principality,

which he infilled fhould be immediately reftored: Robert

propofed to accommodate the difference amicably -,
but

Gifulphus obftinately refufed to treat, probably truding
to the alliftance of Richard, prince of Capua, who was

then at variance with Robert, and had efpouied his in-

tereft. Robert, finding that a rupture was unavoidable,

J Leo Oft. lib. iii. cap. 23.

privately
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privately adjufted his difference with the prince of Capua,
who even agreed to affifl him againft Gifulphus •, and

having made a treaty with the Amalfitans, and put a gar-
rifon into their city, he prepared to attack Salerno. Gi-

fulphus, notwithstanding the intreaties of the pope and

Defiderius, abbot of Caflino, ftill obllinately refufed to

hearken to an accommodation, though Robert had al-

ready advanced with his troops to the neighbourhood of
Salerno. Robert at laft commenced the liege, and by
the afliftance of his brother, count Roger, in a few
months made himfelf mafter of Salerno and San Severino,
his two nephews, Bucelardus and Hermann us, who had

efpoufed the caufe of Gifulphus, being obliged to fly

to Conftantinople, and Gifulphus being compelled to.

put himfelf under the protection of the pope, who
granted him a fmall territory in Campania di R.oma. Ro-
bert refolving to purfue his enemy, marched with his army
into Campania, and even feized fome places belonging to

the pope in the March of Ancona u
. Gregory, provoked

by thefe hoftilities, immediately excommunicated him and

prince Richard, with all their adherents, and ordered a

numerous army, which he had aflembled for the aflift-

ance of the Greek emperor, to march againft the Nor-
mans. Robert and Richard, finding themfelves attacked

both by fpiritual and temporal arms, thought proper to re-

tire with their troops from the church territories. Robert
marched with his army and befieged Benevento, while

Richard invefted the city of Naples. Robert, however,

finding his attempt fruitlefs, foon after retired. Richard
continued before Naples, with great obftinacy, about two

years, when having obtained abfolution from the pope, he

died during the fiege, leaving his principality to his fon

Jordanus, whom, during his life-time, he had afTbciated

with himfelf in the government.
The new prince immediately drew upon himfelf the re-

fentment of pope Gregory, by plundering a bilhop who
was going to Rome, and by robbing the monaftery of

Caflino of a confiderable fum of money : but from Leo
Oftienfis it appears, that he afterwards gave feveral pre-
cious gifts to the monaftery, to which he likewife afforded

his protection. The year before the death of Richard, the

fucceffion of the princes of Benevento failed in Landul-

phus VI. who died without leaving iffue, and the title of
that principality became extinct. Gregory VII. imme-

u Paul. Diac. lib. iii. cap. 45,

diately
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diately laid claim to the city, in confequencc of the ex-

change formerly made betwixt Leo IX. and the emperor
Henry ; but Guifcard, without regarding his pretentions,
renewed the fiege, though he thereby drew upon himfelf

a repetition of the fentence of excommunication w
. The

pope, however, having made Jordanus, prince of Capua,
his friend, prevailed upon him to raife the fiege of Naples,
while Guifcard was abfent in Calabria, to withdraw his

auxiliary troops from before Benevento, and to level the

works, and deftroy the machines, made for carrying on
the attacks. Guifcard, provoked by this behaviour of

Jordanus, returned with an army from Calabria, reduced

a great many cities of the duchy of Benevento, and
marched to the river Sarno, with intention of attacking
the Capuan prince. The abbot Defiderius, however, A D.10S0,

prevented. an engagement, and not only reconciled the »-

two princes, but alfo accommodated all differences be- GreS°n' ts

twixt duke Robert and the pope, who had a conference *'*?%"£
near the Garigliano j when the duke, being abfolved by mant>rin~

Gregory, took the oath of fidelity to him, and received ces, and

from him the inveftiture of Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily. 8**'* the^

Gregory alfo gave him permiflion to hold Salerno, Amalfi,
in<veftiture.

and part of the March of Ancona, which he faid he had

unjuftly feized ; but the duke confented to refign all his

pretenfions to the city of nenevento, which was then

united to the dominions of the Roman fee. The uncom-
mon condefcenfion of the pope, in allowing the duke to

retain Salerno, and part of the church territories, was

probably owing to the difficulties in which he found him-
felf involved, by his difpute with the emperor, about the

right of inveftitures. Henry having been excommunicated '

and depofed by him, in return affembled a council at

Brixen, or Brelcia, in which Gregory was depofed, and

the archbifhop of Ravenna elected, by the name of Cle-

ment III. As a powerful party in Italy, both of ecclefi-

aflics and barons, favoured the emperor's caufe, Gregory
found the neceflity of having a formidable protector;
therefore being reconciled to the Normans without much

difficulty, he immediately publifheda letter, declaring his

intention of marching againft the antipope at Ravenna,
with the princes Robert and Jordanus.

This expedition, however, never took place, and per-

haps was never intended, as Robert Guifcard at the fame

time had another in view, in which he was more per-

w Baron. Anna!, ad ann. 1078. Leo Oft.

fonally
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Tonally concerned. Some years before he had given one
of his daughters, named Helena, in marriage to ^onilan-

tine, the fon of the Greek emperor Miehael Ducas, who
was afterwards dethroned by Nicephorus Botoniates, and,

together with his wife, fon, and daughter-in-law, thruft

into a monadery. This year Michael, or, according to

the Greek writers, an impoftpr who called himfelf Mi-

chael, arrived in Italy, and begged the affiftance of the

pope and of duke Robert. Gregory received him in an
honourable manner, and wrote to the archbiihops and

bifhops in Puglia and Calabria, defiring them to encou-

rage the people to allifc him in recovering his throne, and
to give absolution of fins to all thofe who would engage in

that expedition. Robert likewife efpoufed his caufe with

great eagernefs, and declared, that he would conduct him
to Conftantinople at the head of an army.

A.D.ioSi. Having prepared every thing for the expedition, he was
' informed that the ufurper Nicephorus was expelled by

J? JT' . Alexius Comnenus, who had been declared emperor by the

invades army, and had taken Helena irom the monaltery, and

Gres.e. treated her with great honour. Robert, neverthelefs,
continued his defign of invading Greece. In the follow-

ing year, having declared Roger his eldeft fon, by his fe-

cond wife Sikelgaita, heir of his dominions, and com-
mitted the government to his care, he embarke.d with his

troops for the Greek territories, being accompanied by Si-

kelgaita, and his fon Boemundus, whom he had by his

firft wife. The various incidents of this war are related

by Malaterra, William of Apulia, and the famous prin-
cefs Anna Comnena, the daughter of the Greek empe-

*ror x
: but here we fhall only obferve, that though Alexi-

us was aflifted by a Venetian fleet, Robert made himfelf

mafter of the ifland of Corfu, reduced Durazzo, conquer-
ed a great part of Romania, and by the fuccefs of his

arms, and approach to the neighbourhood of Conftanti-

nople, flruck an univerfal terror among the Greeks.

In the mean time the emperor Henry, having defeated

and killed his rival Radolphus, marched with a powerful

army into Italy againfi: the pope. That he might deprive
him of the affiftance of the duke of Apulia, he propofed a

marriage betwixt his fon and the duke's daughter, and

to grant him the march of Ancona. The treaty, how-

ever, was rejecled by Robert, who ftill continued faithful

to Gregory. Henry was more fuccefsful with Jordanus,

x Malater. lib. iii. Anna Comn. lib. iv. Gul. Apul. lib.iv.

prince
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prince of Capua, who efpoufed his caufe, and granted
him fuccours both in men and money. He befieged Rome The empe*

the three following fummers, and at lad made himfelf ror makes

mafter of the city, except the caitle of St. Angelo, whi-
™l

foroc
himfelf

ther the pope retired, and prefTed duke Robert to return to Rome.
his affiftance. Robert's prefence in Italy was required on
another account ; for the inhabitants of Apulia, encouraged
by the emperor's arrival at Rome, rebelled againft duke

Roger, in hopes of driving out their tyrannical matters

by the affiftance of the imperial army. The duke there-

fore left the command of his army to his fon Boemund,
a»d the count of Brienne, and landing at Otranto with A.D.10S3.

a fmall body of his men, on board two (hips, immediate- '

ly attacked and difperfed fome of the rebels. He reduced

Troja and Afcoli, and entirely deftroyed the ciry of Cah ;

n<e ; by which means having quieted the commotions in

Apulia, he marched againft Jordanus, and befieged A-
verfa. The city, however, making a vigorous defence,
and the pope being reduced to great difficulties, he raifed

the fiege, and proceeded to Rome. Before his arrival,

Henry bad quitted the city with his army; but the Ro-

mans, who were brought over to his intereft, ftill befieg-
ed the pope in the caitle of St. Angelo. Guifcard fur- AD. 10S4..

prifed the city, and after feveral fkirmiflies in the ftreets .

with the imperial party, got poffieffion of the Capitol, fet Robert

the pcpe at liberty, and conduced him in triumph to the Gu'fcard

Lateran palace. Soon after, under pretence that the Ro- A'J'li
mans were forming a confpiracy againft him, he fet fire

to the city, put a great many of the inhabitants to death,
and obliged thole who were fufpecled of difaffedtion to

the pope to give hoftages for their good behaviour. Gre-

gory, however, finding the imperial faction too powerful
in Rome, thought proper to quit the city ; and at the de-

parture of Guifcard, went with him to Salerno, where
he continued tili his death, which happened the year
after.

Guifcard, in the mean time, made great preparations He returns

to return to Greece to feeond his fon Boemund, who,
tG Greed.

during his abfence. had gained a remarkable victory over

Alexius. He embarked a Urge body of troops, and

ing accompanied with his fon Roger, put to fea in the

end of autumn. Alexius being affifted by the Venetians,
endeavoured to oppofe his paiTage, but was entirely de-

feated, with the lots of a great many gallics. After

Guifcard landed, he was prevented that winter from un-

dertaking any enterprize, by a contag
; cus diflemper which

feized
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His death.

feized his army and carried off upwards of ten thoufand
men. Bdemund was likewife feized with the diftemper,
and obliged to return to his native air in Italy •, though
fome authors allege, that his illnefs was the effect of

poifon, adminiftered to him by his ftep-mother Sikelgai-

ta, who was afraid left, after his father's death, he fhould

feize on Apulia and Calabria, to the prejudice of her fon

Roger y. After the departure of Boemund, Guifcard or-

dered his fon Roger to befiege Cephalonia, which had
revolted ; but while he was intent on this expedition he
was feized with a violent fever, and obliged to retire to

Cafopolis, a fmall caftle in the ifland of Corfu, where he
died in the month of July, in the fixtieth year of his age.

A.D.io85. The news of his death (truck his army with confternation,
and retreating immediately in a great panic, they em-
barked with great precipitation for Italy •,

thofe that could

not be taken on board furrendering themfelves prifoners
to the Greeks z

. Sikelgaita carried her hufband's corpfe
with her to Italy ; but the (hip in which it was carried

being wrecked, with many others, on the coafts, the

heart and bowels were obliged to be left at Otranto, but

the body being a fecond time embalmed, was interred at

Venofa.

Such was the end of this ambitious conquerer, whofe
fuccefsful prudence and valour raifed him from a private

gentleman to fuch power and greatnefs as to become for-

midable to both the eaftern and weftern emperor (P).
Some authors allege, that duke Robert made a partition
of his dominions by a will, leaving Sicily to his brother

Roger, his conquefts in the Eaft to Boemund, and all that

he pofTefTed in Italy to his fecond fon. But he either did

not make a will, or his fons were not contented with it ;

for immediately after his death, Boemund and Roger both

pretended to the fucceflion, and each of them raifed con-

iiderable factions. Roger, by the addrefs of his mother,
fecured the interefl of his uncle count of Sicily, and im-

mediately took pofleflion of the Italian dominions, ob-

Ws fon Ro-

ger takes

pojeffion of

Apulia and
Calabria.

y Oder. Vital, lib. vii.

(P) Robert left two fons,

and feveral daughters, by his

two wives. He governed Apu-
lia thirty years, and Salerno

ten, in which city he fixed the

feat of his government, as it

2 Gul. Apul. lib. ult.
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taining likewife from the count feveral places in Calabria,

which had been fubjecl: to him during the life of Robert.

Boemund, before his father's death, had returned to

Greece, where being informed that his brother Roger
had ufurped the whole dominions in Italy, he returned

with his army, and landing at Otranto, immediately be-

gan hoftilities. The war continued for near three years,

during which time Boemund conquered feveral cities ; but

at length an accomodation was effected betwixt the two

brothers by Urban II. who, upon the death of Victor III.

the fucceflbr of Gregory, had been elected pope. By this

agreement Boemund was left in pofleifion of the places he

had conquered, and had befides Maida and Cofenza, which
lait city was afterwards exchanged for Bari. In the courfe

of the following year Roger and Boemund again waited

upon the pope at Melphis, where, in the month of Sep-
tember, he celebrated a council, and confirmed the agree-
ment formerly made betwixt them a

.

At this period, Jordanus, prince of Capua, died, and A.D.1090.
was fucceeded by his fon Richard II. then a boy, who *

being foon after expelled from Capua by the Lombards of Richard IL

Campania, retired to Averfa b
. In the mean time the

'J'^qI?
city of Cofenza revolting from Roger, he had recourfe to

pua%
his uncle the count, by whofe aihilance having reduced

the rebels, he refigncd to him the half of Palermo, which
had been referved by his father ; fo that each of them

having quitted the territories which they held in each

other's dominions, the two ftates began to be governed

by their feparate laws and cuftoms. After this revolt

was quelled, duke Roger married Adala, the daughter of

Robert Frifius, marquis of Flanders, and niece of Philip,

king of France, by whom he had two fons, William and

Lewis. While they were both infants, he was feized

with a fever at Melphis, which reduced him to fuch ex-

tremity that he was given over by his phyficians, and a

rumour prevailed that he was dead. Boemund, who was
then in Calabria, immediately afTembled fome troops, and

marching into the dominions of his brother, obliged fe-

veral cities to take the oath of allegiance to him ; pretend-

ing, however, that he intended to afTume the govern-
ment only during the minority of his nephews. The
duke was greatly alarmed at this method of proceeding,
and fent to his uncle for afliftance, who foon obliged Boe-

a
Peregrin, ad Lup. Protofpat. an. 1089. Romuald. Salem, ap.

Baron.
""

*>
Peregrin, in Stem, Prin. Norm.

mund



416 The Hijlory of Naples*

mund to retire. The brother being now fenfible of his

A.D.1094.. rafhnefs, and hearing that the duke was recovered, con-
, .

trary to expectation, came to Melphis, to congratulate
Duke Roger him

;
and having e:cufed his own conduct, and reitored all

r
Z
d
]l-

ces
that he had feized, offered him his afliftance to reduce

oyana. fame cities that had revolted. Among thefe were Rofla-

na and Amalfi. William de Qrantarul, who had married the

du.kc'sE! jce, had l'cizcd RotTana ; but being quickly reduced

by the duke's forces, in conjunction with thofe of Boe-
mund and count Roger, he was obliged to

fly with his

wife to Constantinople, The count, however, foon after,

on account of his affinity, was reconciled to him, and

reftored him all his territories, except the caitle of St.

Maur c
.

In the mean time he marched againft the Amalfitans,
who had destroyed the forts built in their city by Robert

Guifcard, and expelled all thofe who favoured the Nor-

mans., The city was populous, and ftrongly fortified ;

and the inhabitants were fond of liberty, which they had

long enjoyed. The duke, therefore, fenfible that it

would be difficult to reduce them, inveiled the city with

a powerful army, both by fea and land. Befides his own
forces, Iiis brother boemund joined him with a large body
of troops from Calabria, and his uncle Roger tranfported
from Sicily an army of twenty thoufand Saiacens* with an

infinite number of other nations'1

.

The city was at lail reduced to the greater! extremity,
when a very lingular accident contributed to its preferva-
tion- Urban II. by his pathetic difcourfes in the council

of Clermont in France, had raifed a romantic and enthu-

fiaftic fpirit over all Europe, of undertaking an expedition
into the Holy Land for the recovery of Jerufalem. Dur-

ing the fiege, great numbers of the crufards wandering in

Apulia without a leader, Boemund, who remembered his

former expeditions with his father in Romania, which he

was (till ambitious of conquering, immediately aflumeel

the crofs, and, with great appearance of devotion and

zeal, exhorted others to follow his example. He was fo

fuecefsful, as to prevail on the beft part of the allied army
that was before the citv to aflume the crofs, and to make
a vow not to attack any Chriftians tiil after their return

from the Holy Land. The duke being thus deprived of

c Malater. lib. iv. cap. zi, d
Lup. Proiofpat. anno

1056.

the
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the flower of his troops, was obliged, to his great morti-

fication, to abandon his enterpiize
c

.

Boemund foon after patted over into Greece, at the A.D.1C97.
head of a formidable army, and was accompanied by his

'

coufin, the famous Tancred, who diftinguifhed himfelf Boctnunci
i

greatly in that facred expedition
f
. Before his departure thf*?"*'*

he refigned all his dominions in Italy to his brother Roger, fade.

who, in the following year, afiifted Richard II. in reco-

vering the principality of Capua. Richard owed his re-

storation chiefly to the power of the count of Sicily, whofe

protection and afliftance he purchafed by fubmitting to

become his vaflal, and promifing him the city of Naples,

though it does not appear what right he had to difpofe of

that city, which was not at this time in his pofTeflion, but
was ftill governed by its own dukes in the form of a re-

public. Roger, in the fpring, tranfported a very formi-

dable army from Sicily, with which he ravaged Campania
and inverted Capua, which, after a fiege of forty days,
was obliged to furrender, and fubmit to Richard upon his

own terms. After the reduction of the city the duke and
Count returned to Salerno, where they were vifited by
pope Urban, who, in confideration of the many fervices

rendered by the count to the apoftolic fee, granted a bull,

appointing him, and the fon that fhould fucceed him, his

legates in Sicily 5 from whence the princes, who have

fince fucceeded to that ifland, have claimed the right of

being fovereigns both in fpirituals and temporals ; and

though the church of Rome has made great oppofuion to

their claim, they have, neverthelefs, Hill retained this

eminent prerogative
g

.

In the mean time, Boemund having taken Antioch> A.D.mo.

ufurped the title of prince of that city, which dignity he *

likewife tranfmitted to his pofterity. About fix years
RoSe

^»

after he arrived in Italy, and had a conference at Rome
'sully/is

with pope Pafcal II. the fucceflbr of Urban, after which fucceeded
he proceeded to France to marry Conftantia, the daugh- by hisJon

ter of king Philip
h

. Before his arrival in Italy his uncle, &H*r "•

the great count Roger, died, in the feventieth year of his

age, and was buried in the city of Melito, in Calabria* He
left two young fons by his laft wife, and two daughters,
who were married to two Lombard counts. Simon, his

e "Malater. lib. iv. cap. 24.
f Vide Baron, ad ann. 1097.

Giannone Hilt, di Napol. lib. x.cap. 8. 8 Dupin. Defenfe de
la Monarchic de Sicile, edit. Amlterdam, ann. 17 16. & Willel.

Tyr. deBel. Sacr.

Mod. Vol, XXIV. E e eldeft
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eldeit fon, furvived only a few months, and it feems un-

certain whether he was ever in pofieffion of the county of

Sicily *; fo that Roger II. afterwards king, may jultly be

reckoned his immediate fucceflbr. A few years after his

fuccetfion, Robert, brother of the prince of Capua, en-

deavoured to feize that principality; Prince Richard,

however, held it till his death, which happened two years

after, when it was fcized by Robert, who kept it twelve

months, under the title of procurator, after which time

he affumed the title of prince, the Capuans acknowleging
i him their fovereign, as his brother had left no ifTue.

Soon after this event Henry V. who had rebelled againft
his father, and flripped him by force of his imperial or-

naments, entered Italy at the head of a formidable army,
to receive the imperial crown, and finally determine the

difpute concerning inveditures. As he had infilled upon
retaining that right as peremptorily as his late father had
ever done, the pope began to be greatly apprehenfive of

his defign3,and immediately, upon the news of his march,
came to Capua, and folicited the afliftance of prince Ro-
bert and duke Roger, in defence of the apoflolic fee.

Having obtained their promife of amftance he returned to

Rome, and took an oath from the Romans to the fame

purpofe. Notwithstanding thefe precautions, in the

month of February of the following year, he was feized

in St. Peter's church by the emperor, kept clofe prilbner,
and treated with great indignity for two months, till he

confented to confirm his claim of inveftitures by a bull.

Robert, prince of Capua, upon the news of the pope's

confinement, immediately fent fome troops toward Rome
to his afnflance ; but the emperor, by that time, had left

the city with his prifoner, and marched to the fouth fide

of the Tyber, fo that the Normans were obliged to re-

turn to Capua, having found all the nobles about Feren-
"

tino greatly in the emperor's intereft. The pope was de-

prived of any affiftance from Apulia by the death of duke

Roger, who, about the fame time that he was feized at

Rome, died at Salerno. This accident {truck the Nor-

mans with great confternation, as the Lombard fubjects
feemed inclined to revolt; and they were confeious they
had incurred the refentment of the emperor, who was at

this time very formidable, had the pope in his power, and

» Append, ad Hid. Malat. apud Murat, torn. v. Romuald. Sa<

lem. Chron. Alex. Felicin. Abbat. Hiit. Roger. Reg. lib. i. cap

a, 3.

was
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was ravaging the Roman territories in their neighbour^
hood. The Normans in Apulia and Calabria therefore,
inftead of marching to the relief of the pope, fecured the

fortified places in thofe provinces for their own defence 5

and prince Robert, who was more expofed to the empe-
ror's refentment, fent ambaffadors to him with offers of
fubmiffion k

.

Henry having received the imperial crown, and ob-
tained the bull concerning inveftitures from the pope, le(t

Italy, without concerning himfelf with the affairs of the

Normans, and had no fooner pafled the Alps than the
bull granted by Pafchal was annulled by feveral cardinals,
who of themfelveshad alfembled at Rome. Duke Roger A.D.uu,
was fucceeded by his only fon William, who received the

" —
inveftiture of Apulia and Calabria from pope Pafchal at ^fll/iam

Cepperano '. Pafchal, about four years after, was fuc- tothld k*
ceeded in the pontificate by Gelafius II. born a,t Gaeta- dcm of
The emperor was then in Italy, and the new pope refuf- A?ulta*

ing to confirm the grant of inveftitures made by Pafchal,

Henry marched directly to Rome. The pope, being ap-
prehenfive of the fame treatment his predecefTor had re-

ceived, retired to his native city, where he was confe-

crated, and granted the inveftiture to duke William, and
Robert, prince of Capua, who promifed to aiftft him

again ft the fchifmatics. Henry, in the mean time, ap-
pointed an anti-pope, who took the name of Gregory
VIII. but being foon after informed that the Normans
were conducting Gelafius to Rome, he left the city, and
returned to Germany. Though Gelafius foon after en-

tered Rome with a confiderable body of Normans, yet the

imperial and anti-papal party being more powerful than
he expected, he was obliged a fecond time to quit the

city, and .retired to France, where he died in the begin-

ning of the following \ear, in the monaftery of Cluny.
The cardinals who had attended him immediately elected

Guido, archbifhop of Vienne, who took the name of Ca-
lixtusll. At firft there were fome hopes of an accom-
modation betwixt him and the emperor with regard to in-

veftitures, but the propofed conferences never taking
effect, Calixtus returned the following year to Rome,
where he was received with great refpect. From thence
he proceeded to Benevento, to foiicit the afliftance of
duke William and the prince of Capua, againft the anti-

pope, who was protected by the imperial garrifon at Su~

k P. Diac. lib, iv.cap, 41, 42.
]
Idem, lib. iv» cap. 49.

E e 2 tri,
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tr'u Calixtus granted the inveftiture to duke William ;

but before his arrival Robert, prince of Capua, died, and
left his dominions to his fon Richard III. who furviving
him only two days, was fucceeded by his uncle Jordanus
II. who, according to the Norman cuftom, was anointed

with the holy oil on the 5th of July
01

. The pope, how-

ever, obtained a body of Normans, by whofe amitance he
next year reduced Sutri, and fcized the anti-pope, whom
he imprifoned for life. He furvived this transaction about

three years, and was fucceeded by Honorius II. At this

period the emperor Henry V. dying, Lotharius, duke of

Saxony, and Conrad, duke of Suabia, both pretended to

be legally elected his fuccefFor, and had recourfe to arms
to fupport their refpe£tive claims.

During this civil war in Germany, William, duke of

Apulia, died at Salerno, in the feventeenth year of his

reign, without ifTue
n

. Some time before his death he
left his dominions, by will, to his uncle Roger, count of

Sicily, who immediately, without confulting the pope,
arrived at Salerno, and, confirming to the Salernitans

their ancient privileges, was confecrated prince by Al-

phanus, bifhop of Caput Aquenfe. From thence he went
to Reggio, where he was proclaimed duke of Apulia and

Calabria, and, after having made a progrefs through the

provinces, returned to Sicily . Pope Honorius II. al-

leged, that Roger, by taking poffemon of Apulia and Ca-
labria had violated the rights of the church, which pre-
tended to the fupreme dominion of thefe duchies. He
therefore refufed to grant him the inveftiture, though he
defired it in the moll refpe&ful manner, and offered, in

return, the cities of Troja and Montefufco. Roger lent

feveral embaffies to him at Benevento ; however, he would
not hearken to his propofals, but, returning to Capua,
held a convention compofed of the prince of Capua and
feveral barons of Apulia, whom he prevailed upon to en-

ter into an aflbciation againfl Roger, in defence of the

church. Roger, who had aiTumed the title of duke, ftill

continued to folicit an accommodation ; but Honorius re-

mained inflexible, declaring, he would rather die than

agree to his propofals, and denounced a fentence of ex-

communication againfl him and all his adherents.

m Falcon. Benevent. Chrort. Chron. Cavenf. " Rom. Sa-

lem. Falcon* Benevent. ad ann. nzj. P, Diac. lib. iv. cap. c6.
• Romuald. Salem. Alex. Telefin. Abbat. Hift. apud Murator.
lib. v. p. 616, 617.

Ihc
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The duke at laft refolved to defend his fight by arms,
and, upon his return to Sicily, aflembled a formidable

army, which, the following fpring, he tranfported into

Italy, and quickly made himielf mafter or" Tarento,
Otranto, Brindifi, Oria, and feveral other places. Ho-
norius, in the mean time, marched againft hi n with the

rebellious barons and their troops. Upon the approach
of the papal army, Roger very prudently kept himfelf in

his fortified camp, pretending that he declined an engage-
ment from refpect to the pope, but in hopes that his ene-

mies, for want of unanimity and fuhiiftence, would
foon be obliged to difperfe. The event juftified his con-
duel ; for many in the pope's camp were loon obliged
to fell their cloaths to purchafe fubfiitence, a circum-
stance which occafioning a great defertion, the pope with-

out the knowlege of the barons, fent to Roger, offering A.D.nz*.

him the inveftiture of his nephew's dominions, if he would ——-

fwear allegiance to the holy fee. This negociation being
Atlafi

difcovered, the Apulian barons, in great indignation, im
Yhe'invejli-

mediately abandoned the pope, who returned to Bene- ture.

vento ; and being followed by Roger, granted him the

inveftiture of Apulia and Calabria, in the neighbourhood
of that city. Upon the news of this accommodation with

the pope, many cities immediately lubmitted to Roger.
Brindifi, however, revolted \ and Troja, which had been
mod active in the rebellion, inftead of acknowleging the

duke, fent and begged the protection of Robert II. prince
of Capua, who, about two years before, had fucceeded

his father Jordanus. Robert refufing their requeft, they
fubmitted to Rainulph, count of Avellino; but Roger,

by threatening to invade his country, drew him fr,om the

city, which he afterwards inverted, and, obliging
it to

furrender, (truck fucha terror into the malecontents, that

they all fubmitted p
.

As he had now united a great many ftates in his own

perfon, upon his return to Sicily he was earneftly prefled

by many of his friends to aflume the title of king. He
very willingly attended to this propofal \ and returning to

Salerno, aflembled the barons of 1

uglia in that city, who

unanimouily urging him to the fame purpofe, he publifh-
ed a proclamation, ordering all his nobles and barons to

appear at Palermo at Chrifimas. As the authority of the

popes was at that time fo great, that princes did not think

P Telefin. Abbat. Hift. ut fupra. Falcon. Benevent. Cnron.
Romuald. Chron.

E e 3 they
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they could aflume the royal, or any other title without

their confent, Roger, therefore, judged it neceffary to

have the approbation of the apoftoiic fee. It happened

very fortunately for him that a great fchifm had arifen in

the Roman church. Innocent II. and Anaclet II. in the

beginning of the year, had been boih elected on the fame

day by oppofite factions. Innocent was firfl chofen by
the minority in a fecret manner, but was obliged to quit

Rome, and to retire to France, where he foon prevailed
on the emperor and the king of France to acknowlegehim.
Anaclet was fupported at Rome by powerful relations,

and a great many cardinals. Roger, from what motive

is uncertain, thought proper to declare for Anaclet, who
A.D.1130. was generally acknowleged in Italy. The antipope, in

return for the protection of fo powerful a prince, made
no difficulty of granting him the royal title. He accord-

ingly had a conference with Roger, in the month of Sep-
tember, at Avellino, where he fettled the time and place
of the coronation ; and, returning to Benevento, caufed

the bull to be drawn up for that purpofe, fpecifying the

rights and privileges of the kingdom. He then lent car-

dinal Comes to Palermo, who, with great pomp and ce->

remony, crowned the king on the 25th of December s
(QJ.

A few months after this ceremony, the new king in-

veiled the city of Amain both by lea and land, and at

length obliged it to furrencier. At his return to Salerno,

Sergius, duke of Naples, according to the abbot of Te-
lefe 3 came and fubmitted voluntarily to his dominion.

Xo%er af-

fumes the

title of

kwg.

q Vide au£l. fup. citat. P. Diac lib. iv. cap. 97.

( QJ Roger at this time not

only obtained the inveftiture

of Sicily, Apulia, and Calabria,
but likewise of the principality
of Capua, and the dukedom of

Naples, though prince Robert
was prefent at his coronation,
and helped to place the crown

upon his head, and the duke-
dom of Naples was then go-
verned by its own duke, and

depended on the eaitern em-

pire. He did not, however,
obtain the invefdture of the

principality of Salerno, which

ftate, for fome rime paff, was

claimed by the popes them-

felves, probably by iome pre-
tended gift of GiTulphus II.

who was expelled by Robert

G uiicard, and took refuge with

Gregory the Seventh. The
inveititure was given to Roger,
his children, and their heirs,

jure perpetuo ;
and the quit-

rent agreed upon was fix hun-

dred fey fati yearly (1).

(1) Bulla Anaclet. ap. Baron,

This
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This fubmiflion, however, if there was really any fuch, took

no efFe£fc
;

for Sergius, in the following year, aflbciated

himfelf with many powerful barons, who revolted .^gainit

the king. As Roger began to govern in a very arbitrary

manner, and to difeover every day more ambitious views,

many of the Apulians fled to the emperor, begging his •

protection, while others formed an a!To< iation for their

own defence. The Be ieventans, finding that the king AD. 1134.

had corrupted their governor, cardinal Crefcentius, and »

intended to make himfelf matter of their city, expelled
A danger*

the cardinal, renounced their obedience to Anaclet, and
0Ui r

-'
c '

acknowleged Innocent, who fent one cardinal Gerard as
^pu jia.

their governor. The count of Awllino likewife, though
manied to a filler of the king, being (tripped by him of N

part of his erritories, immediately prevailed on Robert,

prince of Capua, Tancred, count of Converfano, Gri-

moald, prince of Bari, with many other barons, to have

recourse to arms. Thefe malecontents, being afiiiled by
the Neapolitans and Beneventans, attacked the king near

the river Sarno where he was entirely defeated, and ob-

liged to fly
to Salerno, from whence, in the beginning of

December, he returned to Sicily
r

.

Before his departure, the emperor Lotharius had ar- ad.,,,*
rived in Italy. In the following fpring he marched to- ___] __
wards Rome, to re-eftablifti Innocent, from whom he re- The empe-

ceived the imperial crown in the Lateran church, as the r ° r re

church of St. Peter was (till in the pofTeflion of Anaclet. ^ftablijbes

The emperor's arrival gave great fpirits to the Apulian ^R^e.
rebels, many of whom retorted to him at Rome, particu-

larlv Robert, prince of Capua, and count Rainulphus of

Aveliino. They were, however, difappointed in their

hope of aflittance ; for Lotharius had with him only about

two thoufand men, and the oppolite faction being in pof-

feflion of all the places of ftrength in Rome, he was

quickly obliged to leave the city, and return to Germany.

Roger, in the mean time, having returned to Apulia with

a formidable army, chiefly compofed of Saracens, reduced

a great many of the revolted cities, and punilhed the.rebels

with great feverity. The prince of Capua, who, with the

count, had left Rome in order to oppofe him, finding him
too powerful, went to Pifa to alkthe afliftance of that re-

public. Being feconded by the pope, who bad conferred

feveral privileges on the Pifans, he prevailed upon them

to promife to fend, in conjunction with the Genoefe and

r Vide Baron. Annal. ad. an. 1131. Telefin. Abbat. lib. ii.

E e 4 the
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the Venetians, a fleet of an hundred fail againft Roger, in

the following fpring. During his abfence, the king had

reduced almoft all Apulia, and taken feveral of the chiefs

of the rebels, fome of whom he executed, and Tent others

into Sicily. About the end of Oclober he arrived at Sa-

lerno, with a great number of captives of all ages, and an

immenfe quantity of booty in gold, filver, and valuable

effects, which loaded twenty-three mips : having ordered

his army, during the winter, to ravage the territories of

Benevento and Capua, he fet fail for Sicily, but loll, in

his paffage, almoft all his mips by a violent ftorm 8
.

A.D T134.. In the following March the prince of Capua returned
*• to Campania with a thoufand Pifans and a few (hips-, and,

'fiff'j
navmg collected three thoufand pounds of filver from the

*bythe Pi-
churches of Capua and Naples, fent the treafure to Pifa,

Jans. to forward the arrival of the reit of the fleet. Roger about

the fame time arrived with fix ty gallies at Salerno ; and,

having landed his army, fent the fleet to attack the coafts

of Naples. Though it was not very fuccefsful againft the

Neapolitans, yet, having affembled his army at Avellino,

he unexpectedly laid fiege to Nocera, and, having gained
a party among the inhabitants, foon made himfelf mafter

pf the place, the rebel army in vain endeavouring to pafs
the Sarno to draw him to an engagement. After the re-

duction of Nocera, he invaded the territories of Rai-

nulphus, who, finding himfelf deferted by his barons,
was forced to fubmit. He was pardoned, and received

with great kindnefs by Roger, who reftored to him his

wife and fon, and part of his territories. This reconcili-

• ation betwixt the king and his brother-in-law ftruck a

terror into the other rebels. Great part of their army dif-

perfed, and Robert, prince of Capua, returned immedi-

ately to Pifa, where he found Innocent, who had been

obliged to leave Rome by the party of Anaclet, and ear-

neftly requefted the emperor to return with an army to

Italy, to oppofe the Sicilian tyrant. Roger, in the mean

time, reduced all Campania, and made himfelf mafter of

Capua, where he received the fubmifTion of the duke of

Naples. He afterwards took pofTeflion of Averfa % and,

having obliged the Beneventans to furrender at discretion,

returned in a triumphant manner to Salerno, from whence,
in the end of the year, he paffed over to Sicily. Anaclet,
in the mean time, arriving at Benevento, appointed new

' Falcon. Benevent. Chron. Telefin. Abbas, ut fupra.

officers
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officers in the city, and punifhed the authors of the re-

volt r
.

Roger, upon his return to Sicily, fell dangeroufly ill ;

and, after he recovered, loft his queen Alberia, by whofe

death he was fo greatly afflic~ted, that forfeveral weeks he

did not appear in public. This refer ve occafioned a re- A.D.1135.

port of his death, which gave frefh fpirits to the male-

contents on the continent, efpecially as Robert, prince of ^e APU -

Capua, in the fpring, arrived at Naples with eight thou- ^f
"

t

S

^r"
fand Pifans, and a formidable fleet. Count Rainulphus, condtm€m

prince Robert, and the duke of Naples, accordingly en-

tered into a new aflbciation againft the king ; and Robert

immediately marched with a numerous army towards Ca-

pua, to recover that city ; but the place being fecured by
the prudence of the king's chancellor, Warinus, he was

obliged to retire. Roger, at length, arriving about the

beginning of June at Salerno, quickly afTembled a formi-

dable army, with which he reduced Averfa. As the city
had been forward in this laft revolt, he pillaged, and fet

it on fire; and, marching to Naples, befieged it for nine

days, burning the fuburbs, and ravaging all the neigh-

bouring territory. While he retired with his troops on
account of the heat, the Pifan fleet furprifed and took

Amalfi, which they entirely {tripped of all its wealth: but,
before they could reimbark, Roger arriving with part of

his army, obliged them to abandon almoft all their plun-
der, and killed and took about fifteen hundred of their

men.
After the departure of the Pifans, the king again in-

verted Naples, where the rebels had fixed their head-

quarters : but, rinding he was not able to make an im-

preflion on the city,
he cut down all their vines, and, re-

tiring, encamped in the neighbourhood of Benevento,

where, in the prefence of his army, he gave the invefti- Rogergiws
ture of the principality of Capua to his third ion Anfu- the mvejh-

fus, though ft ill to be dependent upon himfelf or his el- ^reofca-

deft fon Roger, whom he had declared his fucceflbr in the ff*
ts

„

kingdom. He made a progrefs through feveral cities rus%

that he had lately reduced ; and, having appointed go-
vernors for the places of ftrength in Terra di Labor, re-

turned, in the beginning of winter, to Sicily. Robert,
late prince of Capua, in the mean time had left Naples,
and returned to Pifa, and was foon after followed by Ser-

gius, the duke, who was apprehenfive the city would be

* Vide auft. fup. citat.

befieged
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befieged in the next campaign, as the officers of Roger
then kept it blocked up, and prevented any provifions

coming into it by land. Pope Innocent, who ft ill con-

tinued at Pifa,.prefled prince Robert to go into Germany
to beg the afliftance of the emperor, and fent with him
cardinal Gerard, late governor of Benevento.

Lotharius, who had been long intreated by many other

exiles of Apulia to advance againft Roger, promifed to Ro-
bert to march with an army in the following ye?,r to Italy.

The emperor accordingly, in the beginning of autumn,
arrived with a powerful army in

Italy*, but, being de-

tained by the affairs of Lombard y, could not proceed to

Apulia till the year after, the city of Naples in the mean
time fuffering the greatdl diftrefs for want of provifions.
In the following March, Lotharius had a conference with

the pope at Viterbo, and granted him three thoufand

men, commanded by his 'on-in-law, Henry the Proud,
A.D. 1137. duke of Bavaria. Innocent, with this force, and a great

number of malecontents who joined him, immediately
recovered all Campania, reftored prince Robert to the

principality of Capua, reduced the monaftery of Caflino,
and obliged the city of Benevento to furrenuer. Lotha-

rius, in the mean time, had marched towards the Adria-

tic, and made himfelf matter of Sipanto, Monte Gar-

gano, and Bari. He was there joinrd by the pope, with

the other divifton of his army, and advanced in con-

junction with his holinefs to Melphis, which quickly fur-

rendered. Mean while the Pifans had arrived with a

fleet of a hundred armed (hips at Naples, and, having
relieved that city, obliged the \malfitans to fubmit to the

emperor, and took and plundered Scala and Ravella (R).
All

Prince Ro-

bert recov-

ers Capua.

(R) Falcone of Eenevento

relates, that the Amalfitans

furrendered upon a capitula-
tion •

but, according to Sigo-

nius, the Pifans took the city

by fur prize, and plundered it,

and, what is remarkable, of

all the booty, defired only, as

their own (hare, the Pande&s
of Juftinian, which had been

brought by an Amalfitan mer-
chant from the Eaft (1 ). An-

gelus Politianus believes this

copy to be that which had been

compiled by order of the em-

peror (2). However that be,
it is certain that all other co-

pies are taken from it, as be-

ing the moil ancient. Tne Pi-

fans, having obtained their re-

queft from the emp ror, car-

ried the volumes to Pifa, and

for near three centuries they
were known by the name of

(1) Sigon. in Regn. Ital lib. xi. p. zjz. Capecelatr. Hift. lib. i.

p. 35, (*) Folit. lib. x. ep. 14.

the
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AH the cities of Apulia having now fubmitted to the em- Me empe-
peror, about the middle of July he inverted the

city of ror con-

Salerno both by fea and land, which, after fome oppofi- 9uers
.

ticn, furrendered upon terms, part of the garrifon re- ^/*^*«

tiring into the citadel. The Pifans, being greatly offend-

ed that they were not confulted at the capitulation, with

great difficulty were prevailed upon to continue with their

fleet, which diflenfion prevented the emperor from reduc-

ing the citadel. A greater diflenfion, however, imme-

diately followed, betwixt the emperor and the pope,
about the right of inveftiture. Lotharius, having pro-
pofed, after his return with his army towards Benevento,
to create a new duke of Apulia, was oppofed with great
vehemence by the pope, who alleged, that it was his pre-

rogative to grant the inveftiture of that duchy. The
difpute continued for near thirty days with great animo-

iity ; at length, left the common enemy fhquld take ad-

vantage of their difTenfion, it was rcfolved that the deci-

sion of their claims fhould be deferred, and that both of
them fhould give the inveftiture together. Accordingly Gives the

Ranulphus, count of Avellino, was created duke of Ca- iwftiture

labria and Apulia, and, in the prefence of the army, re-
of lttoR<ltm

ceived the ftandard from the hands of the emperor and
'

the pope, the upper part of which, however, was held

by his holinefs".

Lotharius, having thus difpofed of Apulia, returned
with the pope to Rome, and from thence proceeded to

Lombardy, where he was detained till the month of De-
cember in fettling the difputes betwixt fome cities and
nobles, and a few weeks after died in his paflage over the

Alps. Roger, who had been waiting for his departure,
was no fooner informed that he had returned to Lorn-r

"Falcon. Benevenr. Chron. ad. an. 1137. Petr. Diag. lib, iv.

cap. 105, 106. Romuald. Salem. Chron.

the Pande6he Pifanae. But, Florentine. Some authors al-

about the year 7416, Pifa be- lege, that Lotharius ordained

ing taken by the Florentines, by an edict, that the Pandects

they were tranfported from fhould be publicly read and ex-

thence to Florence, where they plained at Bologna, and plead-
are now preferved in the li- ed in the tribunals; but Cor-

brary of the Medici, and known ringius and Lindenbrogius fully

by the name of the Pandeclae refute their opinion (3).

(3) Conring. de Orig. Jur. Germ. Lindenbrog .in Prolegom. in

Cod. LL. antiq.

bardy,
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bardy, than he arrived with an army at Salerno, where
he was joyfully received by the inhabitants. Having im-

mediately reduced Nocera, and the territory belonging to

Rainulphus, he marched to Capua, which he took and

plundered, not fparing even the churches and nunneries.

Upon the news of this fuccefs, the Beneventans, andSer-

gius, duke of Naples, came and voluntarily fubmitted to

him ; but Rainulphus, refolving to hazard all to retain

his new dignity, marched againft him with a fmail army,
which he had raifed from Bari, Trani, Troja, »nd Mel-

phis. St. Bernard, abbot of Claravalle, then in high re-

putation, at the pope's requeft endeavoured to effect an

nvho de- accommodation 5 but his mediation being rejected, both

feats Ro. parties came to an engagement on the 2d of October,
ger. when Roger was entirely defeated, with the lofs of all his

baggage, and a great number of his men w
. The king,

however, did not appear difcouraged by this great defeat j

but, retiring to Salerno, made preparations for recruiting
his army> that he might be again in a condition to take

the field.

In order to amufe his enemies, he feemed to hearken

to the folicitations of St. Bernard, and agreed to a confe-

rence of three cardinals of either party, to examine into

the merits of the election of Innocent and Anaclet. After

the deputies had fpent feveral days in difputing at Salerno,

Roger propofed that their arguments mould be committed
to writing, and that one cardinal of each party mould go
with him to Sicily, to lay them before the Sicilian bifhops.
This propofal was accordingly agreed to ; but Anaclet

dying in the beginning of January, all farther thoughts
of a negociation were laid afide. Roger by that time had

re-eftablilhtd his affairs, while his competitor had fpent
the whole winter in fome enterprizesof fmall importance.
To keep up the faction againft Innocent, Roger perfuaded
the fchifmatics at Rome to elect a fucceflbr to Anaclet,
and foon after landed with his army in Italy. Rainulphus
in vain endeavoured to draw him to another engagement,
for he cautioufly fhunned him during the whole campaign,

by encamping on the mountains. Though he was conti-

nually followed by hfm, he was neverthelefs fo fuccefsful

as to reduce feveral towns, fome of which he plundered
and burnt, and, having obliged many of the rebels to fub-

mit, he returned in the beginning of winter to Sicily.

w Falcon. Bsnevent. Chron.

Innocent,
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Innocent, who had prevailed on the new antipope Vic-

tor to fubmit, and had thereby put an end to the fchifm,

endeavoured in the beginning of the campaign to march

with an army to the affiftance of Rainulphus ; but after

he had arrived at Albano, being difabled by ficknefs, he

returned to Rome, where, in a general council held in

the month of April, in the Lateran church, he denounced

a fentence of excommunication again ft Roger, who,

though he is faid to have acknowleged him as pope after

the refignation of Victor, ftill continued the war againft

him as a temporal prince
x

. Innocent probably foon re- A.D.T139.

pented of this meafure ; for Rainulphus, on whom he
Ratnultn

chiefly depended as the inftrument of his refentment j!es af
againft the king, died a few days after at Troja. Roger Troja.

is faid to have exprefTed immoderate joy at his death ;

and, immediately after, landing at Salerno, afTembled a

numerous army. Part of this he put under the command
of his eldeft fon duke Roger, who quickly reduced all the

cities of Puglia except Bari, which at that time confifted

of fifty
thoufand inhabitants, and had a garrifon of four

hundred horfe. The king, during the abfence of his fon,

reduced all the provinces of Capitanata, and other cities.

He was, however, obliged to raife the fiege of Ariano,
which was garrifoned with two hundred knights, and
about twenty thoufand foot. Soon after, while he was

encamped before Troja, he was informed that the pope
had arrived with a powerful army as far as St. Germano,
to the affiftance of the rebels. Roger immediately fent

ambafladors to him, offering to treat of peace ; and march-

ing with his army towards St. Germano, conferences were
held for feveral days by the deputies of both fides. The

negociation, however, broke off, becaufe Roger abfolutely
refufed to part with the principality of Capua ; and the

king, withdrawing his army, befieged fome caftles belong-

ing to the rebels in that neighbourhood. The pope like- Innocent is

wife began hoftilities againft the king, who, taking the taken pri-

advantage of the fecurity of his enemy, furprifed him on ioner '°y

his march, and made him prifoner. Though he treated
c^T/m^"

him with the greateft refpecl, yet he abfolutely refufed to h\m tn

'

e

grant him his liberty, unlefs he would abfolve him from title 0) king.

the fentence of excommunication, and conclude a peace.
Innocent without much difficulty confented to hisrequeft.
On the 25th of June he abfolved him and all his adhe-

rents, and granted him the inveftiture of the kingdom of

Sicily, of the duchy of Puglia, and the principality of Ca-

x Falcon. Bcnevent. Chron.

pua,
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pua, on condition of his fwearing allegiance to the holy
Roman fee, and paying a yearly quit-rent of fix hundred

fcyfati.
After this reconciliation, Roger accompanied the pope

to Benevento, where he received the fubmiffion of the

Neapolitans, who chofe his elded fon for their duke ; and

having reftored Benevento to the pope, he marched to

Troja, which furrendering upon his approach, he pro-
ceeded to Bari. After a iiege of two months, he obliged
this city to fubmit. Having ordered prince Jaquintus,
with ten other chiefs, to be hanged, and the eyes of many
others to be put out, he returned about the end of Octo-
ber with his army to Salerno, where having confifcated

the eftates of the chief rebels, whom he baniihed from his

dominions, he fet fail a few days after for Palermo y.

Early in the following fprirtg, he lent prince Anfufus with
an army to reduce the province in the neighbourhood of

Pefcara on the coaft of the Adriatic ; and duke Roger foon

after marching thither with a ftrong reinforcement, many
cities furrendered. As the pope made great complaint of

thefe hottilities, Roger, who foon after arrived from Si-

cily, recalled his two fons, and fent ambaffadors to Rome,
earnestly defiring a conference with Innocent ; who ex-

cufed himfelf, by urging the necelTity of his afFairs. The

king then went to Pefcara; and having vifited the places

conquered by his fons, he returned to Ariano, where he

affembled for the firft time che eftates of his kingdom,
namely, the barons and prelates ; and among other things

ordained, that none of his fubjects fhould receive any
pLoman money, but fhould trade with what he then

coined, more than one half of which confifted of brafs.

This edict occafioned univerfai murmuring over all his

ftates in Italy ; but they had fuffered fo much by their late

revolt, and his authority was now fo fully eftablifhed,

that any oppofition would only have involved them in

greater miieiy. From Ariano Roger proceeded to Naples,
where he was received with the greateft demonftrations

of joy ; and having confirmed to the inhabitants their an-

cient immunities, iri the beginning of October he failed

from Salerno to Sicily, leaving duke Roger in Apulia, and

prince Anfufus at Capua
2
(T).

y Falcon, ut fupra.

(T) It is a difpute betwixt

the Sicilian and Neapolitan
writers, whether the provinces
of Italy were at this time form-

z Idem. ibid.

ed into a kingdom by them-

felves, independent on the

kingdom of Sicily.

About
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About three years after Roger was threatened with a A.D. 1143,

war by Celeiline II. the fucceflbr of Innocent, who re- *

fufed to ratify the peace concluded betwixt his predeceffbr
*hifuc ~

and the king. The fhortnefs of his pontificate, which "f^ent
continued only fix months, prevented an open rupture :

refufe to

but his fuceeflbr, Lucius II. being of the fame fenti- acknoiv-

ments, Roger, who was defirous of continuing in good cor- ^eSe R°g*r

refpondence with the holy fee, had a conference with
as s*

him at the monaftery of Monte Caflino. The pope, by
the advice of the cardinals, refufing to grant his re-

queft, -and parting in an abrupt manner, the king imme-

diately entered theftate of the church with an army, and
took Terracina, and many other places in the Campania
di Roma. Roger, by this expedient, prevailed on the

pope to agree to an accommodation ; which was accord-

ingly effected. The king granted to Lucius a large fum of

money, and reftored all the conquefts he had made from
the dominions of the church : on the other hand, he re-

ceived from the pope a grant of the ring, the fandals, the

fceptre, the mitre, and the dalmatic, and a bull, declaring
that no perfon fhould be fent into his dominions as a le-

gate without his defire, from whence the kings of Sicily
value themfelves, upon being both lords in fpirituals and

temporals in their dominions. In the mean time prince
Anfufus dying, Roger created his fourth fon William,

prince of Capua and duke of Naples ; and foon after held

a general convention of his ftates at Capua, where feveral

new laws were made, and many law-fuits compounded.
Roger, having now eftablilhed peace in Italy upon a folid

foundation, turned his thoughts to a foreign expedition,
and next year invaded Africa with a powerful fleet. He
quickly made himfelf mafter of Tripoli, Stace, and

CafTia, and fo harrafled the king of Tunis in other parts
of his dominions, that he confented to become his tri-

butary
b

. A.D.1148.

About the fame time. he likewife carried his victorious
—

arms into Greece, to punifh the perfidy of the Greek em- ^K ra~

,

peror Emanuel, who, in the beginning of his reign, had ^Kl of
fent ambafiadors to Sicily, with the propofal of an alliance Greece*

by marriage, which propofal was embraced by Roger, and
ambafiadors were fent by him to Conftantinople for that

purpofe. The emperor having changed his mind, after

having amufed the Sicilian ambafladors for fome time,

put them in prifon ; which indignity exafperating the

king, he fitted out a formidable fleet, the command of

b Anon. Caflin. ann. 1145.

which
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which he gave to George of Antioch, his high admiral.

This commander, after having taken the city of Mutine,
attacked the ifl md of Corfu, and, failing to the Morea,
ravaged all coafts of that ihftmus. He committed ho-

ftilities in all the places of the Negropont and Bceotia,
from whence, befides the rich booty, he carried off with

him the chief workmen of the filk manufactures, and

brought them to Sicily and Apulia, where, before this

time, the art was unknown. In the following year he

again entered the Archipelago, and advanced in a trium-

phant manner as far as Conitantinople, burning and plun-

dering the fuburbs of that capital, and, in a bravado,

(hooting golden arrows into the emperor's palace. Upon
his return he fell in with fome Grecian {hips, which he
attacked and made himfelf mafter of, thereby fetting at

liberty Lewis VII. king of France, whom they had taken

prifoner in his voyage from the Holy Land. Roger re-

ceived Lewis, upon his landing in Italy, with the greatefl
honours ; and, about the fame time, granted afhftance

to pope Eugenius againfl the Romans, who, for fome

years, had renounced the papal authority, and endeavour-

A.D.1152. ed to reftore the form of the ancient republic. As his
"

eldeft fon Roger had died the year before, he, about this

Roger afo- time, created his only furviving fon William duke of

fon William Apulia, and two years afterwards he aflbciated him in the

in the go- kingdom, caufmg him to be crowned and anointed in Pa-
verame/it. lermo by the archbifhop of that city. Having thus no-

minated a fuccefTor, he laid afide all thoughts of war,
and, refiding at Palermo, fpent the two remaining years
of his life in erecting monuments of his munificence and

piety, and endeavouring to convert the Jews and Sara-

A.D.1154. censin his dominions to the Chriftian religion. He died—
• of a fever in the end of February, in the fifty-ninth

His death. vear f n j s age> an<j tne twenty-fifth of his reign. He
was large and corpulent, had the face of a lion, and a

very rough voice. He was wife, difcreet, and provident,
and depended more on prudent council than (Irength. In

amaffing money he was very diligent, but in conferring
benefits he was very fparing. He was a great terror to

the Greeks and Saracens, and was more dreaded than be-

loved by his own fubjecls. He was a great admirer of

learned and brave men, of whatever nation, many of

whom, upon his invitation, entered into his fervice, and

were raifed by him to the firft honours of his kingdom
f
.

f Romuald* Salern. Chron.

SECT.
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SECT. III.

Hiftory of Sicily, till Frederic afcends the Imperial
Throne,

TX^TLLIAM, upon the death of his father, aiTumed William
*

the whole adminiftration of the government ; and faettdst*

on the following Eafter repeated the ceremony of his co-
tf
l
e

!s ~.

i r r rr 11 C .1 dom of St-
ronation, in the pretence of a numerous alTembly of the

cii„

prelates and barons of his kingdom. He quickly alien-

ated the affections of his nobles, by banifhing and im-

prisoning many of thole who had been efleemed by his

father, and by conferring the whole direction and ma-

nagement of his affairs upon Majone di Bari, a man of
an obfeure birth and deteilable character, whom he had

promoted to the dignity of high admiral. The ambition

of this officer, foon disturbed the peace of the kingdom,
and occafioned a civil war, which was alfo in fome mea-
fure owing to a rupture between pope Adrian and the

king. Adrian, who had fucceeded to the pontificate,
fent cardinal Henry to the king at Salerno, with an apof-
tolic letter ; but having addreffed his letter only to Wil- A.D.inj.
liam, lord of Sicily, the king ordered the cardinal imme-

diately to leave his kingdom without an audience, and A rupture

commanded the high-chancellor and governor of Apulia, /
twlX

j
to march with an army into the pope's territories. The

p pe jjri+
chancellor accordingly ravaged the territory of Beneven- an*

to ; but not being able to make himfelf matter of the

city, he proceeded to Campania di Roma, where he took

and burnt divers places, and in his return demolifhed the

walls of Aquino, and Pontecorvo, belonging to the monks
of Cailino.

The pope, in refentment for thefe hottilities, thunder-

ed a fentence of excommunication againft William, and
excited the difcontented nobles in Apulia openly to re-

volt. Though he was difappointed of afliftance from the

emperor Frederic BarbaroiTa, who this year had entered

Italy, and recovered the imperial crown, yet his intrigues

in Apulia were very fuccefsful ; for many of the molt

powerful barons, being entirely difafTected to the prince Agreat^rt-

on account of the power and infolence of Majone, fwore^ w

allegiance to the pope as their Sovereign, who, about the

end of September, had arrived at St. Getmano with a

Mod. Vol. XXIV. F f con-
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confiderable army. Robert, formerly prince of Capua,
with the other exiles, taking advantage of thefe confu-

fions, recovered their eitates. Robert, by the pope's af-

fiitance, conquered all the principality of Capua, as far

as Naples and Salerno ; and Robert, count of Loritello,

upon a rumour that William was poifoned by Majone,
pretended to the kingdom, and feized Bari and all the

coaft of the Achiatic*. Mean while the Greek emperor,
who had entered into a league with Frederic BarbarofTa

againfl Wiliiam, feized Brindifi, and fent a fleet to An-
cona with a large fum of money for the pope, offering to

expel the king entirely from Sicily, on condition of being
put in poffeffion of three maritime cities in Puglia. Dur-

ing thefe difturbances on the continent, Wiliiam was
(hut up in his palace, and faw none of his fubjecls but

Majone, and the archbifhop of Palermo, who was privy
to the defigns of the admiral. The Sicilians, on this ac-

count, believing the king dead, took arms in feveral parts
of the iiland Though William fent an ambaffador to

them, they refufed to defift from their enterprize, but

declared that they had only taken arms againfl: the admi-
ral and archbifhop, who they allured him confpired

again ft his life. Their anfwer being reported to the

king, he at hit waked from his fecurity, efpecially as

he was in hazard of his life by a violent {"edition of

the inhabitants of Palermo. Though he did not be-

lieve the admiral guilty, yet he left his palace, and
marched againfl the Sicilian rebels at Butera, who were

obliged to capitulate, and were pardoned on condi-

tion that they banifhed themfelves from his dominions.

A.D.1156. Having thus quieted Sicily, he tranfported his army to
•

Brindifi, and immediately fent an embaffy to the pope,
Wiliiam to treat of an accommodation. Adrian feemed inclined
r
Jjt°l

CrS
t0 near ^en to n ' s P ropofals, but, by means of fome car-

dinals attached to the party of the emperor Frederic, the

conferences were broke off, and nothing was concluded.

The king, being difappointed in his hopes of an accom-

modation, attacked Brindifi with great vigour, which at

length, in the month of May, he made himfelf matter

of, taking a great many Greeks and rebellious barons pri-
foners. Having enriched himfelf by the booty, he march-
ed to Bari, which, after allowing the inhabitants to re*

tire with their effects, he entirely deftroyed, becaufe they

» Hu<r. Faleafrid. Hift. Srcul Romuald. Cbron, Otho Frifing.
lib- ii. Chrcn. Anon. Caffin,

had'
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had demolifhed the caftle. Thus this once flourifhing

city was reduced to a few villages, in which condition it

continued for a long time b
. The king then went to Befiepes the

Bencvento, whither the greatelt part of the rebels had re- pcpe in Be-

paired tor the defence of the pope, who, foon fi ding nevemo,

him. elf cloftly prelTed by the befiegers, thought proper
to agree to a peace

c
. By this treaty,., the king was ab- and obtains

folved from the fentence of excommunication, and ob- from hxm
m

tamed the inveftiture of the kingdom 01 Sicdy, of the
tht in

Vfi~

duchy or Apulia, and of the principality of Capua, with a^lett
all their dependencies. The pope hkewiie gran

red him

Naples, Salerno, Amalfi, and Albo la Marcha, on con-

dition of paying for this lalt territory five hundred fcyfati

yearly, befides the Cix hundred for Apulia. All the

clergy on the continent, fubjeel: to the king, were allow-

ed to appeal to the fee of Rome, which might alfo fend

legates thither, who neverthelels mould not be allowed to

pillage the churches. Vifitations and confecrations, and
translations from one church to another, were alfo ad-

mitted; and in Sicily the church of Rome was allowed

the fame privileges as in the other part of the king's do-

minions, excepting as to appeals, and the right of fend-

ing legates
d

. After the ratification of this peace, the

king appointed bimon, the admiral's brother-in-law, go-
vernor of Apulia, and returned to Palermo with a great

many prifoners, among whom was Robert, prince of

Capua, who had been betrayed by his valTal Richard,
count of Fondi. Robert, upon his arrival at Palermo,
had his eyes put out, and foon after died in that city, being
the lalt of the defcendents of the counts of Averfa, who
held the principality of Capua, which was then united to

the kingdom of Apulia
e
. William, having now no ene-

my but the Greek emperor, fitted out a powerful fleet,

the command of which the high-admiral gave to his bro-

ther Stephen, who, engaging the Greeks on the coaft of . ~
the Peloponnefe, gained a mod complete victory, and .*

afterwards plundered feveral maritime cities belonging to <rne Greek

the enemy. Emanuel, intimidated by thefe loiTes, at lad emperor

agreed to a peace, which was concluded for thirty years ; gives him

. and, the Greek prifoners being reftored, he confented to *£?
tltle Q*

acknowlege William as a king
f
»

b Anon. Caffin. ad an. 1156. Falcand. ut fupra. Capecelatr.
Hilt. lib. ii. Inveges Hilt. Palerm. lib. iii.

c Gul. Tyr.
lib. viii. d Baron, ad an. 1 1 56.

e Peregrin, in

Stem. Falcand. ut fupra. komuald. Chroni f
Jo. Cin-

nam. de Reb. Geft Jo. & Emman. Comn. lib, iv. Rom. Salem.

F f a Majone
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Majone in the mean time continued to govern with
his ufual infoltncc

•, and, having formed a defign upon
the crown, endeavoured to reprefenr the king as a luna-

tic. He iiril advifed him to publifh cruel and tyrannical

orders, and then by his own authority (topped the exe-

cution of them. He conferred the higheft employments
upon his own relations, flattered the clergy with hopes of

preierment, was bountiful to the indigent, and very kind

to the foreign adventurers who ferved in the troops; fo

that his authority was already much more regarded than

that of the king
g

. He allowed the Sicilian fettlement on
the coait of Africa to be taken by the Moors, by wilfully

neglecting to affift the garrifon ; at the fame time pub-*

liihing, that the enerriy had made themfelves mafters of

the city by the king's connivance. His perfidy, however,
which had long been the fubjecr, of popular difcontent,
was plainly ditcovered upon the arrival of the African

garrifon in Sicily. Other reports that prevailed at laft

A D.i t 60. excited the people to revolt. It was univerfally believed
——[ ' that Majone offered his affiftance to Alexander, the fuc-

Majone ce flbr of Adrian IV. againft the antipope Victor, and

abuts to
endeavoured to corrupt him by a large fum of money,

the crown, that he might transfer the crown from William to him,
after the example of pope Zachary, who had conferred

the crown of France on Pepin. As it was alfo known
that he had corrupted the queen, and reported that he

had already provided the enfigns of royalry, the city of

Melfi, and many others of Apulia, entered into an afTo-

ciation not to receive any orders or officers that fhould

come from court, till he mould be either put to death, or

banifhed. A large body of armed men marched through
all Apulia, obliging almoft all the cities to enter into this

aiTociation.

Majone endeavoured to pacify them by Toothing pro-
mifes

-,
but his firlt ambaflador, the bifliop of Mazzara,

encouraged them in their defign, by giving them a fuller

account of his villainy ; and his fecond negotiator, Mat-
thew Bonello, a young nobleman, whom the admiral de-

signed for his fon-in-law, was perfuaded by the chiefs of

the aiTociation to undertake his murder, in hopes of mar-

rying the widow of the count of Molife, a natural daugh-
ter of the late king, which match the admiral had hither-

to oppofed. Bonello, upon his return to Sicily, was en-

couraged in his defign by the archbiihop of Palermo, then

i' Falcand. ut fupra.
•

lying
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lying on his death-bed, poifoned by the admiral, in con-

fequence of a difpute betwixt them about the government
of the king's children after their father mould be murdered.

Having aflembled fome armed men, he attacked the ad-

miral at night, upon his return from the archbiihop's pa-

lace, an I ilew him with his own hand, then fled with his

followers, and fortified himfelf in one of his caftles. The Is mur-

king at firlt expreffed great refentment for the murder oideredby

his favourite ; but finding, among Majone's treafure, the Bon£l/°i

fceptre, the crown, and the oiher enfigns of royalty, he

was at laft convinced of his treafon, punilhed feveral

of his accomplices and recalled Bonello to court, who
was welcomed at Palermo by the acclamations of the

people.
The king, however, a few months after, by the per-

fuafion of feveral eunuchs and creatures of the late admi-

ral, began to conceive a difguft againft Bonello, who, he

was made believe, had defigns upon the crown. Bonello A.D.1161.

oofcrvtng Maj-'inc's friends again reftored to confidence, —

complained of the king's ingratitude and ficklenefs to ma- whoforms

ny of the Sicilian barons and entered into a confpiracy f*
au°cta~

• 1 1 r • ii 1 1 \. ' tlon t0 de~

with them to leize, and either put him to death, or 1m-
throne the

prifon him for life, and proclaim his eldeft fon Roger king.

king., though he was then but a boy about nine years of

age. The barons, hearing that a foldier had difcovered

their confpiracy haftened the execution of their defign

during the abfence of Bonello \ having made themfelves

mailers of the palace, feized William without oppofition,
and proclaimed young Roger king. The Palermitans in

general at firit approved of the king's imprifonment ; but,

not feeing their favourite Bonello appear, they foon be-

gan to murmur againft the confpirators, and on the third

day attacked the palace with fuch fury, that the barons

were obliged to fet the king at liberty, and fly to the

caftle ol Bonello. During the tumult, prince Roger,

happening to look out at a window of the palace, was

fliot with an arrow, and died foon after, though his death -

was faid to be owing to his being kicked on the breaft by
his own father. William, having granted fome immu-
nities to the inhabitants of Palermo, as a reward for their

fidelity, marched againft the confpirators, many of whom,
at the interceflion of Bonello, who profeffed ignorance
of the plot, were pardoned, and others of them allowed

to go into voluntary banifhment. A new infurre&ion

foon after breaking out in Sicily, William was perfuaded

tp imprifon Bonello, and then marched againft the rebels

? £ 3 «
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"Bonello is at Bntera. As Boncllo had his eyes put out, and the

impnioneJ, finews of his ancles cut, he did not long furvive his im-
anddui.

prifonment. The king in the mean time, after having

ipent the whole fummer before Butera, was content

to get poffeflion of the town, by allowing the rebels to

depart the kingdom, as he himfelf was defirous of tranf-

p -rring hi-; army into Apulia againft the rebellious barons

or that duchy, who, fince the admiral's death, (lid con-

tinued in arms, although he had fent the hiflorian Ro-
mu ild, archbifhop of S-ilerno, to them, with an offer of

AD.iirfs. p-rdon
h

. Having taken and entirely deftrbyed Butera,

;

Widiam returned with his army to Palermo
; but in the

William re
f0! i0NVmg fprirvj, tranfporting his troops to Calabria, he

Apuita.
t00^ ^y ^ 'rm the ftrong city of Taverna, and foon after

made himfelf miller of Tarento
•,
which fuccefs (truck

fuch a terror hvo the rebels, that they immediately eva-

cuated all their conquefts, and retired towards the church

territories. William, atter having executed a great ma-

ny prisoners at Tarento, purfued the r^hel army as far

as S. Germano, obliging all the towns that favoured them
to purchafe their pardon, by paying large contributions.

He then marched to Salerno ; but being offended with

the inhabitants, would not enter the city. He exact-

ed a large contribution from them, and then failed for

Palermo.

nefigns all As he was very fond of a lazy voluptuous life, upon
the ewe his return to Sicily he ordered his domeftics not to ac-
otthego- quaint him with any bad news, and refiened all care of
vsr/imtnt. \ . . . a J

c ,

°
TT , . n

the adminiitration 01 the governmer t to Henry, bifhop

ofSyracufe, an Englishman, Matihew of Salerno, a no-

tary, and Peter, a eunuch and Saracen. Thefe two lad

inferably oppreffed the Sicilians by vexatious fuits, and

raifed immenfe fortunes, by proiYcuting a great many un-

der pretence of the late rebellions*. William, towards

the end of hi> reign, defired to imitate his father's mag-
nificence, and began a fine palace at Palermo, which,

A D1166, however, he did not live to fee completed, being cut off

by a dyfentery in the forty-fixth year of his age, and the

Dies at fixteenth of his reign. A few months before his death,

pope Alexander arriving from Fiance at MefFini, the

king ordered five of his galiies to conduct him and his re-

tinue to Rome ; and when he was on his death-bed, he

fent him a prefent of forty thoufand pounds fterling, to

h Romuald. Salem, an. 1161. * Falcand. Hift. Sicul.

affift

ta'terino.
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affift him in oppofing the faction of the antipope

k
. At

the fame time, he appointed his eldeit Ton William heir

of his kingdom, declared his queen regent during his mi-

nority, and fettled the principality of Capua on his

youngeil fori Henry(A). On account of his indolence,

avarice, and cruelty, he got the furname of Wicked from
his fubjec~ts, his whole reign having been one continued
courfe oi tyranny and oppreilion. He was of a noble and

graceful afpect, tall and corpulent, and very kind to his

favourites. He was naturally infolent, and very fond of
vain applaufe. However, he fhewed great reverence for

%

the clergy, was very devout, and regularly attended di-

vine fervice 1
.

The queen concealed the death of her hufband a few-

days, being apprehenfive of a popular commotion in Pa-
lermo : but many of the Sicilian barons, whom (lie had
fent for, arriving at the palace, fhe then published his

death, which was folemnly lamented by the citizens for

three days, during which time the women, noble ma-

trons, and Saracens, went clad in fack-cloth, howling
through the ltreets, to the toiling of the bells. This

public mourning being concluded, William, then about William 12,

twelve years of age, was conducted thiough the city on fuceeedsto

horfeback, and folemnly crowned in the cathedral church,
the tfirone*

by Romuald, archbiihop of Salerno. The queen, to re-

concile the people to her adminiftration, immediately or-

dered all prifoners to be fet at liberty, recalled the ex-

iles, whom (he reftored to their former eftates, made fe-

veral donations of lands to the churches, counts, barons,
and knights, and entirely remitted the impofition, which,
under the title of redemption, had been laid upon the

cities of Apulia by the late king. Though by thefe means
the king's dominions, during the firft years of his reign,
remained in a ftate of tranquillity, yet great factions and

quarrels difturbed the court, which were chiefly occafi-

oned by the intrigues of cardinal John, of Naples, the

pope's legate in Apulia, who vifited Sicily fo often, that

fc Baron, ad an. 1166. l Romuald. Salern.

(A) He married Margaret, Robert, and Henry ;
two of

daughter of Garcia king of whom, namely, Roger and

Navarre, by whom he had Robert, died before him felf(i).

four fons, Roger, William,

(1) Peregrin. jn Stem.

y f 4 one
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one of the courtiers faid to him by way of reproof, that

be imagined it was only twenty miles betwixt Palermo
and Rome m

.

William, in the fecond year of his reign, hearing that

the pope w as befieged by the emperor Frederic in Piome,
feat two gallies thither with a large fum of money to his

aHiirance Alexander received the money with great*&a
'"fy

e

thankfulnefa, but defiring (till to continue in Rome, fent

back rhe ga lies. A few years after the king received an

einb-fTy from the emperor Emanuel, to treat of a marri-

age betwixt him ami his daughter Zura Maria. The al-

liance was accordingly concluded and ratified, both by
the emperor and the king ;

and the time being fixed for

conducting the voung princefs by fea to Apulia, king
William went to Tarento with his brother prince Henry.
The emperor, however, flighting his oath and promife,

negleCtea to fend the bride
;

fo that the king, after con-

tinuing fome time at Tarento, fent his brother, who
was taken ill, to Sicily, and went himielf to Capua,
and not long after failed to Palermo. Before his ar-

lival in Sicily, his brother prince Henry died, in the

thirteenth year of his age, and was interred in the fe-

pulchre of his grandfather Roger, from whence the bo-

dy was tranfported fome time after to the church of

Monreale, built and endowed by William, near Paler-

mo n

(B).
The king, about the fame time, fitted out a formid-

able fleet, and fent it, under the command of Walter di

Moac, to Alexandria, to affift the Chriltians againfl the

fultan of Egypt . Soon after this event, the empe-
ror Frederic, who was ftill engaged in a ruinous war
in Lombaruy, and refufed to acknowlege pope Alexan-

m Falcand, ut fupra.

Capecelat. lib. iii.

n Giannone Hift. di NapoJ.

(B) In this Henry ended
the Norman princes of Capua,
which principality was poffefl-
ed by them a hundred and
fourteen years, reckoning from

Richard, count of Averfa, in

the year 10; 8, Though the

kings of Naples kept up the

name of this principality for

three hundred years after, yet
the dynafty, or government,
was entirely abolifhed ;

for

they who afterwards poflefled

Capua, were not to be com-

pared to the Norman princes,
either in dignity or domini-

on (1).

(1) Peregrin, ut fupra.

der,
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der, offered his daughter in marriage to William, and

propofed to conclude a perpetual peace and alliance with

him, in hopes
'

by his ailiitance to humble the pope, and

oblige the affbciated cities to fubmit to his defpotic go-
vernment. William, from his regard to the pope, and

ood ci" the church, rejected this alliance ; and

after, by the advice of Alexander, fent an embaffy
to Henry II. of England, to demand his daughter Jane. A. D.117&.

Henry, by the a. I vice of his barons in parliament, con-

fented to the match, and the princtfs being conduct- He marries

ed by many Englifh noblemen to the city of St. Giles,
ihedau&~

in \ ranee, from thence failed to Palermo, where the lln^f
*

marriage being folemnized, fhe was crowned queen of
England*

Sicily p.

The emperor Frederic in the mean time being highly
offended that the king had rejected his offered alliance,

ordered his chancellor, Chriftian, archbifhop of Mentz,
to march with the atmy he commanded in the neigh-
bourhood of Ancona and invade the kingdom of Na-

ples,
i he chancellor's attempts, however, to invade

the king's terri'orirs, were ineffectual
;
for being oppof-

ed by the Apulians, under the command of Tancred,
count of Lecce, Roger, count of Andria, and many
other barons, he was obliged to retire, after he had ad-

vanced as far as the village of Celle. Frederic, being

entirely defeated by the confederate army of the Lom-
bards at Lignano, began ferioufly to think of an accom-
modation with the pope, who agreeing to a congrefs at

Bologna, defired king William to fend his deputies thi-

ther, as he was refolved not to agree to a peace unlefs

the king of Sicily mould be included. The king accord-

ingly appointed the hiftorian Romuald, archbifhop of

Salerno, and Roger, count of Andria, as his ambaffa-

dors, who, together with the pope and his retinue, em-
barked on board eleven gallies at Vefti, and arrived,

about the 1 8th of March, at Venice, whither the con-

grefs was transferred, at the defire of the emperor. The

negotiations^continued for feveral months ; at length, in

the month of Auguft, Frederic concluded a perpetual A.D.1177.

peace with the church, a truce for fix years with the af- «

fociated cities of Lombardy, and a peace for fifteen years
Concludes a

with king William, who folemnly ratified the treaty in the ff
ace ™

...° r , ril .
* ' the empi-

beginning of the following year
q

, ror#
f

p Romuald. Salem. Hoveden's Annals of England, sRo>
muald. Salern. Chron.

The
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The remaining tranfaclions of William's reign are bu-
ried in great obfeurity. About three years after this

event, we find, by the Chronicon of Monte Caflino, that

he cone uded a peace for ten years with the king of Mo-
rocco r

-,
and about four years after that, he fent count

Tancred with a great fleet and army to invade Greece,
in refentment for the barbarities which the ufurper An-
dronicus had committed againft. the La ins at Conftantin-

ople. The Sicilians took and pilled Durazzo, Salonichi,
and many other places, where they exerciied great cru-

elty againft the Greeks ; and, in contempt of their reli-

gion, plundered and polluted their churches. The Con-

ftantinopolitans, enraged at their lofTes and difgrace, turn-

ed their refentment againft Andronicus, whom they put
to a moft cruel death : Ifaacius Angelus feizing the em-

pire, a powerful army immediately afiembled under him,
defeated the Sicilians, and retaliated the injuries they had
fuffered at their hands 9

.

The king about the fame time received an embaffy from
the emperor Frederic, who demanded his aunt Conttantia

for his elded fon, Henry king of the Romans. As Wil-

liam, though married, had yet no iflue, and Conftantia

was the prelurnptive heir of the crown, the match was op-

pofed by many people in Sicily ; but the king b^ing at laffc

perfuaded by the archbifhop of Palermo, gave his confent
•,

and having obliged all the counts of the kingdom to

fwear, that, if he (hould die without heirs, they would
continue faithful fubject.s to her and her hufband, he fent

her, accompanied with a great train of counts and barons,
to Rieti. The emperor's ambafiadors conducting her from
thence to Milan, the marriage, which afterwards proved

very fatal to Sicily, was celebrated in the gardens of St.

Ambrofe, with great fplendor and magnificence. William
A.D.i 189. furvived this marriage not quite four years, but died with-

out ifTue, at Palermo, in the thirty-fixth year of his age,
and the twenty-fourth of his reign

c

. As he had a great

regard for the laws andjuftice, and governed with great

moderation, he was furnamed William the Good. Richard

of 8. Germano, begins his chronicle with his eulogium.

According to him, William was endowed with all royal

virtues, was the delight of his people, and the protector
of ftrangers, the poor, and oppreiled. During his reign,
all his dominions enjoyed peace and fecurity, the tra-

r Chron. C?.iTtn. an. 1181. s Nicet. Hift. Chron. Caflin.an.

1185.
f Richard. Chron. apud Murator. torn. vii. Pellegrin.

jnStem. Chron. Caffin.

veil ex

AD.1185.

Gives his

aunt Con-

ftantia in

marriage
to Henry,

king of the

Romans.

His death.
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veller was not afraid of robbers, nor the fea-f.iring man of

pirates.
The death of king William was followed by a mod ca-

lamitous civil war. Many of the chief nobles who were
allied to the blood royal afpired to the crown : but the

two principal factions were thofe of the chancellor and
the archbilhop of Palermo. The archbilhop and his party
declared for Conflantia, whofe marriage with Henry he

had promoted from his refentment to the chancellor, who
had j een the occafion of exempting the new church of

Monreale from his jurifdi£tion. The chancellor, knowing
the averfion of the Sicilians to the dominion of the Ger-

mans, and the great popularity of Tancred count of Lecce,
baftard fon of duke Roger, king Roger's eklell fon, de-

clared him king ; and fending ior him to Palermo, crown-
ed him with' his own hands, in the month of January, aDiiqo
having obtained the approbation of Clement III. who think-

ing it for the intereit of the holy fee, that Sicily mould Tancred

not be united to the empire, very readily granted the in- ount of

veftiture of the kingdom to the count ". Tancred was al- ,

t(ie l*

moil univerfally acknowledged in oicily, and reduced five ^
chiefs of the Saracens, who, during the interregnum, had
raifed an infurre&ion in Palermo, from whence, however,

they had been expelled by the Chriflians. Mean while

Roger, count of Andria, who during the reign of the late

king had been high jufticiary and governor of Apulia, re-

fufed to acknowlege Tancred as king, and writing to

Henry to come into Italy, afTembled an army in order to

fupport the pretentions of Conflantia. Henry lent the

marlhal of ihe empire, with a confiderable body of forces,

to Italy ; but before their arrival, Tancred, by means of

Richard, count of Cerra, whofe fifter he had married, re-

duced all Apulia and Terra di Lavoro, and ob'iged the ab-

bot of Monte Caffino to take an oath of allegiance. Ri-

chard, having received large fums of money from Tancred,
and having got poireilion of the magazines in Apulia, railed

a large army, and made an attempt upon Capua and Aver- Wenry

fa : but the German army joining the count of Andria, he iends a*

was obliged to retire, and (land on the defenfive. He
^p/na i0

was, in his turn, befieged in the city of Ariano ; but the
fupport his

exceflive heats, and fcarcity of provifions, occafioning a claim to the

great ficknefs among the Germans, the marihal, to pre-
vent the total ruin of his army, raifed the liege, and re-

turned to Germany. Roger, count of Andria, ftill con-

« Gul. Nubrigenf. Chron. Caflin. Richard. Chroo.

tinued

crown.
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tinued the war j and having fortified the caftle of St. Aga-
tha, retired to Afcoli, in hopes of a new reinforcement
from Henry. He was, however, foon after murdered

by Richard, who had prevailed upon him to come out
of the city to a conference. After his death, Richard

again marched againft Capua, which imprudent! v fur-

rendered, when Henry, who, by the death of his father

in Alia, was now emperor, had entered Italy with a power-
ful army.

During thefe tranfa&ions on the continent, Tancred
received with great hofpitality the kings of England and

France, who had arrived with two formidable fleets at

Meffina, in their way to the Holy Land. Tancred, at

the interceflion of Richard of England, was reconciled to

his fifter, the widow of the late king William, and after-

wards concluded a treaty for a marriage betwixt the king
of England's nephew and one of his daughters, giving
Richard at that time twenty thoufand ounces of gold as

his daughter's portion; which money the Engtifh king
promifed to reftore, if the marriage fhould never take

effecl:
x

. A few months after this tranfac~rion, Tancred

pa (Ted over into Apulia, and having called a parliament of

his barons at Thermula, went from thence to Abruzzo.

Having defeated count Rainald, and reduced that pro-

vince, he marched from thence to Brindifi, where he ce-

lebrated a marriage betwixt his eldeit fon Roger and

Irene, fometimes called Urania, daughter of the emperor
of Conftantinople. After the celebration of the marriage,
he caufed his fon Roger to be crowned king of Sicily, and
then returned in a triumphant manner to Palermo.

The emperor Henry in the mean time arriving at Rome,
received the imperial Crown from Celeftine III. in the

month of April, and then marched with his army towards

Apulia. Having taken the ftrongcaflle of Acre by ftorm,
he fhruck fuch a terror into the whole province, that, as

he advanced, all the cities fubmitted to him till he arrived

at Naples, whither Richard, count of Cerra, had retired

with his army. As the city was ftrongly fortified, and

open to the fea, it baffled all the emperor's attempts ; who

being feized with an epidemical ficknefs, which had car-

ried off" great part of his army, was at laft obliged to raife

the fiege, which had continued near four months. At his

departure, he left the emprefs Conftantia in Salerno, and

placing garrifons in Capua, Acre, and Sorella, and taking

Roger Annal, Angl. an. 1190.

the
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the abbot Caflino, and feveral citizens of S. Germanno, as

hoftages, he returned to Germany. Henry was no fooner

gone than the count of Cerra again took the field, reduced

Capua, Atino, Averfa, Teano, and St. Germano. But he

could not prevail with the dean of Monte Caflino to declare

for Tancred, though he was excommunicated by the pope,
and the monaftery laid under an interdict. The dean, in-

ftead of acknowleging Tancred, exerted himfelf with great

fpirit in behalf of the emperor. Having concerted mea-
fures with Diepold, the governor of the caftle of Arce, in

January he retook the city of S. Germano, and all the

other places belonging to his monaftery. He likewife at-

tacked many other cities, with various fuccefs ; while the

officers of Tancred, in their turn, invaded thofe places
that held for the emperor. Tancred, in the mean time,

at the intreaty of the pope, font back the emprefs Conftan-

tia to her huiband
•,
and as count Berthold had arrived in

Apulia, with a ftrong reinforcement of Germans and Flo-

rentines, to fupport the imperial party, in the following

year he himfelf went over to ftop their progrefs. He

quickly aflembled a powerful army, but was difiuaded by
his officers from venturing an engagement with Berthold;

who, though inferior to him in number, advanced to-

wards him in hopes of a general battle. Berthold was

obliged to retire to the county of Molife, for want of pro-

vifion, where he was killed by a (lone thrown from a caftle.

Tancred, in the.mean time, took the caftlesof St. Agatha,

Caferta, and Forfa, and foon after went over to Sicily,

where he died in the end of this year, or, according to A.D.1193.
fome authors, in the beginning of the following. His

death is attributed to grief for the lofs of his eldeft fon Tancred

Roger, whom he furvived only a few weeks, leaving the
di€i'

kingdom to his youngeft fon William, then a minor r.

The emperor Henry hearing of the death of Tancred AD.1194.

and Roger, made great preparations for an expedition to
~

Sicily. About the month of June he arrived with a nu-
rQ

e

r

e

™f*~ns
merous army at Genoa, and having prevailed upon the

tg jpuua.

Genoefe and Pifans, by large promifes, to fit out a fleet

of upwards of a hundred fail, he proceeded to Campania,
where he arrived about the end of Auguft, and was re-

ceived by the abbot of St. Germano, and many Apulian
barons. The Genoefe and Pifan fleets, in the mean

time, took pofleffion of Gaeta and Naples, upon capitu-

yChron. Caflin. Richard. Chron. Sigon. in Regn. Ital. Chron.
^ofije Novse.

lation.
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Jntion. He himfelf, after vifiting Monte CaiTino, and re-

ducing almoft all the cities of Apulia, proceeded to 8a

lerno, which he took by florm. In refentment for the

captivity of the emprefs, he allowed his army to pillage
the city, ordered the walls to be deltroyed, executed a

great many of the inhabitants, and banifhed others. Hav-

ing left this noble city almoft wholly defolatd, he marched

through Calabria, and palling the Faro, landed at MeiTma.
The fubmiflion of the Apulians, and the formidable ap-

pearance of his fleet, (truck a terror into the Sicilians, fo

that, without any difficulty, Henry made himfelf mailer

of the whole ifland. As the queen Sibilla had retired

with her children into an impregnable caflle, the emperor,
not willing to lofe time in a fiege that perhaps would

prove fruitlefs, prevailed upon her to fubmit voluntarily,

by promifing, with the molt folemn oaths, the county of

Lecce for herfelf, and the principality of Tarento for

her fon

Henry having thus entirely reduced the kingdoms of

Apulia and Sicily, and got his competitor into his power,
in order toeftabiifh his authority, had recourfe to perfidy
and cruelty. Having convened, on Chriltmas-day, a gene-
ral affembly in the royal palace at Palermo, he pretended
to have difcovered a confpiracy formed againft him by Si-

billa and the friends of the late king Tancred. On this

pretence he immediately imprifoned the queen, her fon,
and two daughters, the archbifhop of Salerno, the bi-

fhops of Tram and Oftuni, with many other prelates and

barons. He caufed many of them to be hanged, fome to

be burned, and the eyes of others to be put out. The un-

fortunate William was caftrated, and his brother and two
filters were carried prifoners to Germany, with many of

the nobles of the kingdom, whofe eftates Henry conferred

upon thofe of his own party. Having ilript the royal pa-
lace of its treafure and rich furniture, he fet out on his

return to Germany, leaving the exhaufted and ruined

kingdom to the adminiftration of Conftantia, who had

come that year into Italy; and in her journey through the

March of Ancona was delivered of a fon, named Frederic

Roger r.

In order to eftablifh his authority in Italy, without any

regard to the pope he created his brother Philip, who
had married Irene, the widow of the late king Roger*

"
y Chron. Cavenf. apud Murator. torn. vii. Arnold. Lubec^

Chron. lib. iv. cap. a©,

duke
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duke of Tufcany, and of the eftates of Mathilda. He con-

ferred the tide of duke of Ravenna and marquis of An-
cona on Marcoaldus, one of his generals; created Con-

rad, furnamed Mufca in Cervello, duke of Spoleto, and
left Diepold governor of Apulia. He, however, neglect-
ed to fulfil his engagements to the Genoefe, and, in the

beginning of the following year, left Italy
vs

. Upon his A.D.U96.
arrival in Germany he fent the bifhop of Worms, as his —•

lieutenant, to Italy, who ordered the walls of Naples and He "turns

Capua to be entirely deftroyed
a

.

t0 Ger '

As the emperor found himfelf univerfally condemned
for his behaviour to Richard Cceur de Lion, king of Eng-
land, whom he had unjufty detained in his return from
the Holy Land, and as a great fpirit appeared at this time
in Germany of undertaking a new crufade, he likewife'

affumed the crofs, in hopes, thereby of recovering his re-

putation. However, according to Arnold of Lubec, he
had another defign in view, and intended, by means of

the crufards, to extirpate the Normans entirely from

Apulia and Sicily. Accordingly, one divifion of the cru-

fards departing for the Holy Land by the way of Hungary,
and another taking ihipping at Hamburg and Friefland,

Henry, in the beginning of November, marched into

Italy, at the head of a third army, confiding of about

fixty thoufand men. Upon his arrival at Capua he called

a general afiembly of the barons, and condemned Richard,
count of Cerra, who fome time before had been made pri-
foner by Diepold. Richard, after having been tied to a

horfe's tail and dragged through the ftreets of Capua, was

hung up by the feet, and at lad put to death by means of

a heavy (tone hung to his neck by the emperor's buffoon b
.

Henry then createdDiepoldcountof Cerra,fent his brother

Otho to befiege Roca Secca, where fome Norman barons
had fortified themfelves, and having laid a tax upon all A.D.1197.
the kingdom, in the beginning of January tranfported his •

army into Sicily.
He pajjes

He immediately fent an ambaffador to Constantinople,
aZa™ int0

requiring the emperor Alexius Angelus to reftore all the
Ul^*

coafts of Greece, from Epidaurus to Salonichi, which
had been conquered by king William, or to pay for thofe

territories a tribute of fixteen talents of pure gold
c

. In
the mean time he exercifed all manner of cruelties againft

*
Sigon. de Regn. ItaJ. Meibora. Rer. Germ. Script, torn. iii.

p. 139.
* Richard. Chron. b Idemibid. Chron. Foffae

Nov. c Vide Baron. & Nicet. Hal.

the
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the Sicilian nobles. He ordered crowns to be nailed on
the heads of thofe nobles who had conferred the crown

upon Tancred, not fparing even their children, who were

put to death by various tortures : upon a fufpicion of
treafon he caftrated the high-admiral Margaritone, and
caufed his eyes to be put out, though he had formerly for

his fervices created him duke of Durazzo, and prince of
Tarento. Conftantia, (hocked at the barbarity exercifed

by her hufband againft her countrymen, was prevailed

upon to enter into a confpiracy againft him. While he was

befieging a caftle (lie went to Palermo, feized the treafure,

and openly declared againft the emperor 5 a ftep which

encouraging the Sicilians, they furprifed a great many
Germans, and put them to death. The emperor imme-

fie if he- diately fled to a ftrong caftle, but being furrounded by the

fitted by Sicilians, he fubmitted to the terms of a capitulation pre-
Coiiftantia. fcrjbe(i j>y the emprefs, and recovered his liberty, on

condition of immediately fending off his army to the Holy
Land. The army accordingly embarked, and failed from

Sicily on the ift of September, under the command of

Conrad, bifhop of Hildefheim, chancellor of the empire.
His death. Henry, who remained behind, fell fick, and died on the

28th of the fame month, according to fome authors of

poifon, which was given him by the emprefs
d
, though

fome attribute his death to his exceflive exercife of

hunting
e
.

As Henry died excommunicated, on account of the mo-

ney he had extorted from the king of England, Conftan-

tia fent the archbifhop of Medina to Rome, to beg of the

pope liberty to bury his body in holy ground ; and at the

fame time, demanded from Celeftine the ufual inveftiture

for her infant fon Frederic. The pope, upon receiving a

thoufand marks of filver for himfelf, and as much for the

cardinals, granted the inveftiture to Frederic, after Con-
ftantia had fworn that he was her lawful fon by her late

hufband Henry ; but he refufed to allow the emperor's

corpfe to be interred in holy ground till all matters fhould

be accommodated with the king of England. The dif-

ference being at laft adjufted with king Richard, the corpfe
was buried ; and, a few weeks after, Celeftine was fuc-

ceeded in the pontifical chair by Innocent III.

Mean while Conftantia ordered Marcoaldus, 2nd all the

Germans, to quit her dominions. Marcoaldus having

* Roger, Hoveden, Annal. Angl. Richard. Chron. e
Sigon.

XX fupra.

left
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left Caftellano, proceeded from thence to the March of A.D.119S.
Aneona, where he was excommunicated by pope Inno- —
cent, who refolved to begin his pontificate with the reco- Conflantia

very of the territories or" Mathilda, which had been ufurp- £
deri the

ed by the three late emperors, and given as fiefs to their
quit 'her do-

friends. Philip, the late emperor's brother, who pofTeiTed minions,

great part of Tufcany, and Conrad, who had been creat-

ed duke of Spoleto, were iikewife excommunicated. Thefe
two immediately refigned all the territories claimed by the

church ; Conrad from a principle of religion, but Philip
from policy, that he might procure the favour of the pope
in his conteft for the imperial crown againft Otho of
Brunfwick. Marcoaldus, however, finding that the in-

habitants of Romaniola and the March of Aneona had an
averfion to the Roman government, defpifed the fulmi-

nation ; and aflembling an army, refolved to maintain the

pofleflion of his territories by force.

Conftantia, in the mean time, fent for her infant foh

Frederic from Aneona to Sicily, and carneftly folicited the

pope to grant him the inveftiture. Innocent, who was

wholly bent on enlarging the papal authority, both in fpi-
rituals and temporals, absolutely refufed to grant her de-

mand, unlefs the four articles formerly ftipuiated with

king William I. concerning the right of elections, lega-

tions, appeals, and councils, mould be annuiled. Con-

ftantia, being perfuaded to agree to his demands, at length
obtained the inveftiture; but dying a few weeks after, Her death.

molt imprudently by her lad will left the care and guar-

dianship of her fon and kingdom to Innocent, which deed

gave an opportunity to the popes of encroaching upon the

prerogatives of the kingdom, and was the foundation of

their pretended claim of being adminiftrators during the

minority of the kings, although they were not appointed

guardians by the preceding prince
f

.

Innocent gladly accepted of the guardianfhip, and im- Pope Inno-

mediately began to exercife it, by fending a cardinal le- csnt utis at

•rate to Sicily, to aflame the reins of government, and to ''i*** '**
&

, . . r, ( 1 r f 1 «« 1 , 11 kinedom of
adminifler the oath of fidelity to the prelates and barons

Sicily,

in the name of the pope, as governor and guardian. The
chancellor of Sicily, however, with a great party, refufed

to take the oath prefcribed by the legate, who, finding
his authority oppofed, foon after returned to. Rome •« A
great party in Apulia Iikewife diirelifhed the adminiftration

f Spond. Annal. ad an. 1198. Gianncne ut fupra. S Gi-

annone, ibid.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. Gg of
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of the pope, and invited Marcoaldus to affume the go-
vernment, who, being defeated in Romaniola by the Bo-

lognefe and papal troops, marched with all his Germans
to the county of Molii'e ; and pretending that the emperor
had left him as guardian of his fon, and governor of the

kingdom, he began to attack thofe that adhered to Inno-
A.D. 1199. cent. In the beginning of the following year, he burnt

feveral caftles belonging to the monaftery of Caffino, in

order to prevail with the abbot to acknowlege him as go-
vernor, upon which Innocent fent two cardinals, with
a considerable body of forces, to the defence of the mo-

hoppofed nailery. Marcoaldus, however, being joined by Diepold,
by Marco- and other Germans, to whom Henry had given eftates and
mldus-, baronies in Apulia and Sicily, took St. Germano, which

he pillaged and burnt, exercifing great cruelty upon the

miferable inhabitants. He then befieged the monaftery
of Caffino, whither the two cardinals, and many of the

principal inhabitants of St Germano, had retired. But
as his camp was much incommoded by hail and fnow, he

agreed to raife the fiege, upon receiving a considerable

fum of money from the abbot ; and marching with his

army againft Avellino, obliged that city to purchafe its

fecurity by the payment of a large contribution. Nor-

withftanding all the endeavours of the pope, he continu-

ed his hostilities for more than a year againft the nobles of

the oppofite faction, many of whom condefcended to buy
their peace by bafe fubmiilions. Richard, count of Fon-

di, particularly, gave his daughter in marriage to Sigisfrid,
the brother of Diepold, whofe daughter was likewife mar-
ried to "William, count of Caferta. Innocent, in the mean
time, excommunicated Marcoaldus and his adherents,

• fent money to the counts of Apulia to raife forces againft

him, ordered all the prelates of the kingdom to curfe him
and his followers every Sunday and holiday, and even

propofed a crufade againft him.

-who af- Marcoaldus, being fenfible that the fpirit and activity

pires to the of the pope was the greateft interruption to his ambitious
crown.

defigns, endeavoured, by feveral embaffies and great pro-
mifes, to make him his friend. By means of Conrad,

archbifhop of Mentz, who about this time arrived at

Apulia from the Holy Land, he propofed to the pope, that

if he would only not oppofe him in his intended conquefl
of Sicily, he would immediately give him twenty thou-

fand ounces of gold, and after he had eftablifhed himfelf

in Palermo, pay him as much more ; that he would fwear

allegiance to him as his fovereign j would double the year-
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ly tribute, and allow the apofcolic fee greater prerogatives
than it had ever yet enjoyed in Sicily

b
; he added, that

the pope ought not to make any fcruple to agree to his

propofal, becaufe he was guardian of the young Frederic,
as he was ready to prove that boy a fuppofititious child,
and not the fon of the late emperor and emprefs. Inno-
cent paying no regard to thefe propofals, and not allow-

ing the birth of the prince to be called in queftion, be-

caufe his predeceflbr had declared himfelf fatisfied with
the oath of Conftantia, Marcoaldus had recourfe to an-
other expedient ; and pretending a great defire to be re-

ftored to the communion of the church, prevailed with the

pope to fend three cardinals to treat with him at Veroli.

Though nothing was concluded at the conference, yet
Marcoaldus, having treated the cardinals with great ref-

pec~t, upon their departure, immediately publiflied by let-

ters through the kingdom, and in Germany, that he was
reconciled to the pope, who had appointed him governor
of the kingdom, and had fent two cardinals to exhort the

Apulians to fubmit to his adminiflration.

This impofture, however, being foon difcovered by the

letters of Innocent, Marcoaldus refolved not to wafte

more time in Apulia, but to make an attempt Upon the ca-

pital. Accordingly, having left Diepold, with his two

brothers, Otho and Sigisfrid, Conrad of Sorella, Otho of

Laviano, Frederic of Malento, and many other Germans,
to fupport his party in Apulia, he embarked, with a con- MarcoaU

fiderable army, at Salerno for Sicily. The guardians and dus paps

preceptors of the young prince immediately wrote to the
°*ertnt*

pope for afliftance, who fent them two hundred horfe,
u ^'

under the command of James, his coufin and marflial,

who was accompanied by a cardinal legate, together with

the archbifhops of Tarento and Naples. Thefe troops, in A. D.t«oo,
their march through Calabria, defeated Frederic of Ma-
lento ; and afterwards, palling the Faro, landed at Medina,
while Diepold with his Germans made a fecond incurfion

into the territories of Cailino, and ravaged feveral places
in that neighbourhood.

During thefe tran factions, Sibilla, the widow of the

late king Tancred, arrived at Rome. After the death o£

the emperor Henry, (he had efeaped from her irnprifon-
ment to France, where her eldeft daughter Abinia had
married Walter, count of Brienne, a French nobleman.

As the young king William died in prifon, the count of

h Vita Innocent, ap. Murator. torn. Hi. p. 491.

G g z Brienne
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Walter,

count of

Brienne,

claims the

Brienne demanded of the pope the principality of Tarento
and the county of Lecce, in right of his wife Albinia,

according to the ftipulation made with the emperor Hen-

ry. Innocent was greatly embarraiTed by this demand ;

of"l'arento. being apprehenfive, that, if the count met with a refufal,

he would join the Germans; and dreading likewife, that,

if he mould acquire any power and authority in Apulia,
he would revenge the injuries his wife and her friends had

fuffered from Henry upon his fon Frederic. At lail he

confented to his requeft ; and having taken an oath from
him in a public confiflory, that, on no pretence, he would
do any prejudice to Frederic, or difturb the kingdom, he

wrote to the governors of the king in Sicily, informing
them of what he had done. Walter, the chancellor of

the kingdom, and bilhop of Troja, was greatly alarmed

at the proceedings of the pope. As he and all his party
had been the greateft enemies of Tancred, he dreaded

the refentment of the count of Brienne ; therefore, af-

fembling the people of Medina, he condemned the grant
in a vehement difcourfe, cenfuring the pope with great

freedom, as ufurping a power to which he had no right.
The count, however, having fecured the favour of the

pope, refolved to profecute his defign ; and for that pur-

pofe returned to France, to raife a body of troops.

Marcoaldus, in the mean time, having prevailed with

the Saracens in Sicily toefpoufe his caufe, reduced a great

many cities and caflles, and at laft inverted Palermo. The

papal army immediately marched to the relief of the

place ; and being joined by the loyal party, under the

command of the chancellor, and feveral other bifhops,

encamped before the city. Marcoaldus, upon their ar-

rival, raifed the fiege ; and, to gain time till he mould be

joined by fome reinforcements, endeavoured to amufe
them by a negociation for peace, which the chancellor

and the archbifbops of Meffina, Monreale, and Ceffalu,

had even agreed to : but the majority of the army declar-

ing with great warmth againfl an accommodation, the

conferences were broke off, and four days after a battle

Marcoaldus enfued, in which Marcoaldus was entirely defeated, with

is entirely the lofs of his camp and all his baggage. As the victory
was chiefly owing to the valour and conduct, of the mar-

fhal James, the governors of the ypung king conferred

upon him the county of Andria. However, from a mean

jealoufy, they foon after began to deny his foldiers com-
mon neceffaries ; fo that, many of them falling fick and

dying, the marfhal was obliged, about the end of Auguft,
to

defeated in

Sicily.
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fco return to Apulia

!

, where, during his expedition in Si-

cily, Diepold had gained a victory over the count of Ce-
lano, near Venafro k

.

About the fame time a new difference happened be-

twixt the pope and the chancellor, who, upon the death
of the archbifhop of Palermo, had got himfelf elected his

fucceflbr, and obtained the confirmation of the legate
without the knowlege of the pope. Innocent reprimand-
ed his legate very feverely, but at the fame time offered

to allow the chancellor to retain the archbifhoprick under
the title of procurator, or miniiter. The chancellor re- A.D.nor.

jecTed that favour with difdain, and both fpoke and wrote

againft the pope with great bitternefs and malice, parti-

culary with regard to his grant in favour of the count of

Brienne. The count mean while had arrived at Rome
with a fmall body of Frenchmen, on which account his

intended enterprize became the fubjeel: of public ridicule.
t

The pope, however, writing to the counts, barons, and
caftellans of Apulia, in his favour, and giving him five

hundred ounces of gold to levy more troops, he boldly
entered Terra di Lavora, and was received by the inhabi-

tants of Teano, where he was joined by the abbot of

Caflino, with a good number of men, and Richard, arch-

bifhop of Capua. From thence he marched to Capua ;
The count

and having reduced the citadel, on the 10th of June, o/Bnenne

Brienne engaged and entirely defeated Diepold. He then
con(iutrsa

entered into an alliance with the count of Celano ; and fApulia.

having aflifted him in reducing the county of Molife,
marched without oppofition to Apulia, where Mdphis,
Veroli, Monte Pilofo, and feveral other cities, put them-

felves under his protection. He likewife, in the begin- A.D.iao*.

ning of the following year, reduced the caftle of Lecce ;

and alfo Matera, Otranto, Brindifi, and many other cities

of the principality of Tarento.

His furprifing progrefs greatly alarmed the chancellor,

who, notwithstanding the mandates of the pope, exer-

cifed a moft defpotic authority. He difpofed of the whole
revenues of the kingdom, raifed a powerful faction to

countenance all his proceedings, by conferring counties,

baronies, the government of cities and callles, and other

offices and dignities, upon his creatures. Sending for his

brother Gentile, count of Manopello, he appointed him
one of the king s council, arid is faid to have defigned to

have railed him to the throne. In order to check the pro-

1 Vide auct.. fop. citat. »
k Richardi Chron.

Gg'3 grefs
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grefs of the count of Brienne, he, with his brother Gen
tile, concluded a peace and alliance with Marcoaldus,
who was ftill excommunicated. Gentile's fon having
married a niece of Marcoaldus, it was agreed betwixt
them that the whole adminiftration fhould be divided be-
twixt Marcoaldus and the chancellor; the one to govern
in Sicily, and the other in Apulia. This convention,
however, never took eft'ecl: ; for both parties fufpecting
each other's treachery, their former enmity revived. The
chancellor, in the mean time, who had diflipated the re-

venues of Sicily, trufted the care of the king and palace
to his brother ; went over into Apulia, where he raifed

large fums by extortion and exactions, robbing the churches
of all their wealth and plate, not fparing even the (hrines

and images. As he ftill continued to rail againft the pope,
and endeavoured to raife an aflbciation againft the count
of Brienne, Innocent at length, provoked by his proceed-
ings, thundered a fentence of excommunication againft

him, and depofed him from both his churches, which he
conferred on other prelates.

In confequence of this anathema, the chancellor imme-

diately loft all credit with the people, who treated him
with contempt and infult ; fo that he was fain to join

Diepo'd, who ftill commanded an army to oppofe the

count of Brienne. Innocent foori after, having written a

long letter to the young king, juftifying his tranfaclions

with regard to the count of Brienne, fent a cardinal le-

gate into Apulia, charging the counts and barons to join
him and the count againft Diepold. The chancellor,

hearing of the arrival of the legate, came to him, and

begged to be reftored to the communion of the church ;

but the legate infifting upon his agreeing not to oppofe
the count, he broke out into blafphemous expreffiorisj and
returned to Diepold, who foon after marched againft the

count, and furprifed him in the neighbourhood of the fa-

mous Cannse. Though the count was greatly inferior to

him in numbers, yet he attacked him with fuch fury, that

he gained a complete victory, and took a great number of

prifoners of note, among whom were the two brothers of

Diepold, the chancellor's coufin, and the archbifhop of

Salerno.

Gentile, in the mean time, who had been left governor
in Sicily, renewed his friendfhip with Marcoaldus, and

was perfuaded by him to refign the whole adminiftration

to him, and to retire to Medina. Marcoaldus found

means to have his authority acknowleged almoft over the

whole

i
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whole ifland, and endeavoured, by large offers to the pope
and the count of Brienne, to perfuade the count to re-

nounce his claim. It was generally fuppofed that he would
then have put the young king to death and ufurped the

kingdom, if it had not been for his apprehenfions of the

count, who looked upon him as heir apparent of the

crown. Ail his fchemes, however, were interrupted by A.D.1203.

death, which overtook him towards the end of the year.

Upon the death of Marcoahlus, William Capparo, or Marcoal-

Capparore, a German, immediately feized the palace and
us tes'

the king, and affumed the title of governor of Sicily, and

guardian of the king. The greateit part, however, of the ,

followers of Marcoaldus refufed to obey him, and formed
a party in oppofidon to his defigns. The chancellor, The chan-

thinking this a fit opportunity of recovering his former cellar reco-

authority, made a new offer or" implicit fubmiflion to the vers h
[
s

hoiy fee; and obtained ablblution from Innocent, Then aul ort^9

he paffed over into Sicily, declared againit Capparo, re-

affumed theoffice of high-chancelor, and wrote to the

pope, prelling him to fend a legate into the ifland to over-

awe the different factions. Innocent immediately fent his

nephew, cardinal Gerardo, thither, who, upon his ar-

rival, received the fubmiffion of Capparo, and granted
him abfolution. He could not, however, reconcile Cap-
paro to the chancellor ; Capparo (till retaining his power
and authority, and neglecting to fulfil his promifes, Ger-
ardo left Palermo, and retired to Medina.

Innocent, in the mean time, fent his coufin the mar-

(hal to the afliftance of the count of Brienne, appointing
them both high-jufticiaries of Apulia and Terra di Lavo-

ro. Towards the end of the campaign, it being reported
that the pope was dead at \nagni, whither the count and

the marihal had gone to vifit him, feveral cities, particu-

larly Matera, Brindifi. and ( )tranto, revoked from the

count ; fome of them maiTacring, and others expelling his

garrifons. Innocent, however, loon after recovering from A.D.1204.

a fevere illneis, that had occafioned the report of his death, —•

they returned to Apulia, and reduced feveral eaftles
*,
but

were not able to recover the above mentioned cities. The
marfhal reduced Adria, and took the tit e of count of that

city. James, count of Triearico, and Roger, count of

Chieti, joining him and the count of Brienne with their

forces, they fo harraffed the Germans, that they were

obliged to abandon the field, and ihut them (elves up in

their forts. The count of Brienne, however, becoming
too fecure and confident, from the great fuccefs of his

G g 4 arms,
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ADi3$. arms, was furpri fed next fummer 1

by Diepold, whom be
~ ' was befieging in Sarno. The Germans, being informed
The count Q j ^ great fCC urity of the befiegers, Tallied out uponof ttnenne ,

°
1 1 r 1 1 1

• r «

is attack
them at break ot day; and, having forced their camp,

ed by fur- attacked the count, who, after defending himfelf for a

prize, and long time, and receiving a great many wounds, Ava,s at
dies of his

] a ft taken prifoner and carried into the city, where he died
ivoun s.

a £ew ^ ays a£terj Jegying his wife Albinia big with child 111
.

She was fooa after delivered of a fon, named Walter, and
then married to the count of Tricarico.

Diepold The unfortunate death of the count of Brienne fo ani-
is reconciled mated the oppoiue faction, that Innocent was obliged to
to tie pope. conc j u d;e a peace with Diepold. Upon his fwearing fo-

lemnly to fubmit to the mandates of the holy fee in every

thing for which he had been excommunicated, to ac-

knowlege the pope as regent of the king and kingdom,
and not to favour the pretentions of Philip, duke of Suabia,
to the prejudice of Frederic, he abfolved him and all his

followers from the fentence of excommunication, and the

year following received him very gracioufly at Rome n
,

Diepold, after feveral conferences with the pope, who
continued him in command, returned to Salerno, from

A.D.'2o6. whence, in the month of November, he failed over to___ Palermo. Soon after his arrival, he prevailed with Cap-
paro to deliver the king to the chancellor and the legate,
and to promife likewife to deliver the palace. Having
conducted the young king to Palermo, he invited the

chancellor and legate to an entertainment; but a rumour

arifing, that he intended to feize them, they furprifed
him and his fon, and imprifoned them both. He foon

after efcaped from prifon, and returned to Salerno
*,
from

whence, going to Terra di Lavoro, he aflembled an army,
and in the month of May gained a victory over the Nea-

politans, and took their general, Goffredo di Montefuf-

culo °.

Conrad di Morlei, who was in pofTeiTion of Sora, So-

rella, Rocca d'Arce, and feveral other places near the

Garigliano, ravaged all the country round with great bar-

barity, and made frequent incurfions into the Campania
di Roma. The pope, having in vain admoniihed him for

a long time, at length ordered the cardinal legate of Cam-

pania to attack him. He, being alhiled by the pope's

»
Peregrin, ad Cbron. Caffin. anno 1205.

m Vita Inno-
cent, ap. Muratcr. torn. iii. Richardi Chron. * Idem .bid.

Chron. Caflin. anno 1207. Richard. Chron.

brother
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brother Richard, and Ro fired, abbot of Monte Caflino,
whom the inhabitants of" Sora had privately admitted into
their city, in the beginning of January took Sora, Bla- A.D.r 20 ?.

nello, a fort that overlooks the city, and Sorelia, whither .... -'

Conrad had retired. An accommodation was then agreed
to, whereby Conrad, upon receiving a thoufand ounces
of gold, and twenty horfes, promifed to deliver up Rocca
d'Arce, with all the places he polfcrled upon the confines
of the kingdom. This fervice was fo agreeable to the The pope's

king, that he immediately granted the inveftiture of all brother it

thefe places to the pope's brother Richard and his heirs,
creuted

with the title of count of Sora p.
£**'

Qf
Great difturbances, in the mean time, happened in Si-

cily. The chancellor continued at open enmity with

Capparo, who itill remained in pofleflion of the palace,
and had again got the king in his power. The Saracens
in the mountains, encouraged by thefe diflenfions, openly
renounced their allegiance to the king, and began hoftili-

ties againft the Chridians. To put a flop to thefe difor-

ders, Innocent, a few weeks after the accommodation
with Conrad di Marlei, went, attended with a great many
cardinals and prelates, to Palermo*. After fome confe-
rences with the king, to whom he propofed an alliance

with Conftantia, the filler of the king of Arragon, he left

Sicily, and on the 23d of June arrived at St. Germano.
There he aflembled the counts and barons of Apulia, with
the deputies of the cities, and prevailed with them to enter

into an aflbciation for the defence of the king, to furnifli

him with two hundred horfe at their own charge, and to

refer all rheir private quarrels to the determination of the

two chief judiciaries ; namely, the count of Celana and the

count of Fondi r
.

Innocent after this tfranfa&ion feems not to have inter-

meddled in an authoritative manner in the adminiftration

of the kingdom ; Frederic, though only thirteen years Frederic

old, being declared of age, as the moil probable expedient ajfumes the

for putting an end to tho.fe factions, which had involved a**'nifl>*-

the nation in fo many calamities. The pope, however,
tmi>

,

«... . ... ;
. . c x

v r
. ft marrfes the

itill continued his negociations lor the marriage or the
jifler c / the

king with Conftantia, which was at lad concluded, and kwgofAr-
celebrated in the following fpring, at Palermo, with great

r^'«.

pomp and magnificence. Mean while the two judiciaries

p Vita Innocent, ut fupra- Chron, Cafrn. Richard. Chron.
1 Giannonc ut fupra,

r Vit. Innocent Chron. Richard- &
Cafiin, Chron.

in
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Otho IV.

is crowned

emperor*

in Apulia, by their mutual animotities, fti 1 kept alive the

A.D.1109. disturbances in that province. A few months after the— convention hehl at Sc. Germano, the count of Fondi, by
the aihftance of Diepold, had expelled the count of Ce-

lano from Capua, being even aflilted by the Capums, who
had an averfion to his government on account of their ha-

tred to his fon, who was their archbiihop The count

of Celano, however, by means of the archbiftiop his fon,

recovered the city of Capua, obliged the count of Fondi

to retire, and entered imo a good correfpondence with

Diepold, who was then governor of Salerno. •

During thefe difturbances, Otho IV. who, by the death

of his competitor Philip of Suabia, had fucceeded to the

German empire, entered Italy with a powerful army, and

received the imperial crown from the pope, in the church

of St. Peter, on the 2d of October. As Innocent had been

his conflant friend during his ten years Struggle for the

empire, Otho made very large promifes to him in behalf

of the Roman fee; but after his coronation, whether from

ambition, or perceiving his engagements to the empire
and the holy fee were inconfiftent, he declared his inten-

tion of maintaining the imperial rights in Italy ; and

marching from Rome, immediately feized feveral cities

in Tufcany belonging to the eftates of Mathilda s
. He

likewife laid claim to Apulia, in confequence probably of

the conqueft of the emperor Lotharius ; for the preten-
fions of the German emperors to this province could not

be founded on the conqueft of Charlemagne, who never

was able to reduce the duchy of Benevento. Otho was

invited to invade Apulia by the count of Celano and Die-

pold, w^o, in the end of the following year conducted

him to Capua, when, according to Richard of St. Ger-

mano, he created Diepold duke of Spoleto. All the

country, from Sora to Capua, immediately fubmitted to

him, except Aquino : almoft all the cities of Apulia like-

wife furrendered to him without oppofition. The Nea-

politans, from their hatred to the Averfans, opened their

gates to him, and preffed him to befiege Averfa ; which

city, however, contrary to their expectation, furrendered

upon capitulation, and agreed to pay him a large fum of

money.
The pope, greatly provoked by thefe proceedings of

Otho* endeavoured by feveral embaOies to perfuade him

to dehft from his hostilities; but rinding his remon-

Itfvades

Apulia.

8
Apolog. pro Othone ap. Meibom. torn, iii- p. cxx.

{trances
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momtrances had no effeft, in the end of this year he de- ADnlo
nounced a fentence of excommunication againft him and

'

all his adherents, abfolved all his fubje&3 from their alle- Be is ex-

giance to him, and wrote to the princes of Germany, ex- c<»nmuni-

horting them to elect another emperor. Otho paid no caiedby ihe

regard to this fentence. Many of the princes of Ger- * e%

many, however, at the perfuafion of the pope's legates
and prelates, renounced their allegiance to the emperor ;

and on the 15th of December the king of Bohemia, the

dukes of Auflria, Bavaria, the landgrave of Thuringia,
and the archbifhops of Mentz and Triers, elected young
Frederic king of Sicily, who had been declared heir to Frederic,
the empire when an infant, even before the death of his *«£ */$#-

father Henry VI. Frederic willingly accepted of the im- "
ly ' is

perial dignity, contrary to the perfuafions of Conftantia
e

hf^
€mr

and the Sicilian barons ; and leaving his queen, and her
infant fon, at Palermo, embarked for Gaeta, from whence
he failed to Rome. After fome conferences with the

pope, he again embarked, and arrived at Genoa on the

ift of May ; from whence he was efcorted through Lom-
bardy by the inhabitants of Padua, Cremona, and Man*
tua, who protected him againft the Milanefe, and other

partisans of Otho. The revolt in Germany in favour of

Frederic obliged Otho to leave Italy ; but the wealth of

the king of Sicily, and the excommunication of the pope,
had fuch an influence, thathefoon found himfelf entirely
abandoned. In the fecond year of the war almoft all Ger-

many acknowleged Frederic as emperor, who was ac-

cordingly crowned at Aix la Chapelle by the archbifhop
of Mentz, having, before his coronation, promifed by an

oath to allow the elections to churches to be made cano-

hically ; not to oppofe appeals to' the apoftolic fee ; not

to feize the effects of deceafed prelates, nor the revenues

of vacant churches ; to defend and maintain the fuperio-

rity of the Roman fee over both Sicilies, and the iflanda

of Corfica and Sardinia; and to refrox-e all the territories

claimed by the popes in Italy
1

. Frederic, about U\o

years afterwards, was again crowned at Aix la Chapelle

by the pope's legate, when, with a great many fecular

and ecclefiaftical princes, he made a vow of going to the

affiftance of the Chriftians in the Holy Land
-, and, as a

teftimony of his gratitude to the pope, granted the county
of Fondi to the Roman fee in perpetuity. His election

was alfo confirmed in the famous Lateran council, and

< Vide Spond. AnaaL ad arm. 1213.

not
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not "many months after he loft his guardian and patron

pope Innocent, who died the following year at Peru-

giaN

SECT. IV.

Frederic is excommunicated and depofed by a Succejfwn of

Popes; Charles^ ouat of Ahjou^ receives the lnvefti-

tu> e of the Rinbdpm from the Pope ; de'eats Conra-

din, and orders him to be beheaded at Naples.

T^REDEPiIC, about the fame time, fent for his votingA fon Henry to Germany, and foon after leceiyed a

letter from Honorius III. the fucceffor of Innocent, who,
during his minority, had been his tutor four years in Pa-
lermo. Honorius exhorted the emperor to continue in

owrius his obedience to the holy fee, and defired him to refign
'fires-him t-^e kingdom of Sicily, to be difpofed of by the apoftolic

'•nEdom of
^ee » ^at ** migfo appear that it depended upon the church,

alj
t

and not upon the empire. Frederic anfwered this extra-

ordinary letter in terms of honour and refpecl ; and to

remove all grounds of jealoufy, offered, upon receiving
the imperial crown at Rome, to declare his fon Henry

.. 1217.
king of Sicily

w
. Next year, his rival Otho dying at

Hartzburgh 3 Frederic caufed an affembly of all the princes
and prelates of the empire to be convened in Mentz, to

regulate the affairs of Germany, as he was determined to

return to Italy to receive the imperial crown. While he
was affembling his army for that purpofe, he fent for his

queen Conftantia to Germany, and ordered the count of

St. Severino to feize and imprifon his father-in-law Die-

pold, who was endeavouring to raife difturbances in

Apulia.
After Conftantia had continued upwards of a year in

Germany, Frederic fee out on his expedition to Italy, and

at St. Leo, in the duchy of Urbino, was met by the pope's

legate, where he fwore to preferve the rights of the

church, and to yield the kingdoms of Sicily and Apulia to

his fon Henry ; and likewife confirmed his donation of

the county of Fondi to the apoftolic fee x
. He then pro-

ceeded to Rome, where, on the 2 2d of November, he

received the imperial crown from the hands of the pope,
and renewed his vow of an expedition to the Holy Land,

n Richard Chron. ut fapra.
w

Spond. Annal. ad an. 12,16.

* Vide auc~t. fup. citat. Giannone.

whi ch
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which he promifed to undertake whenever his holinefs

fhould think proper. After his coronation, Frederic fent

his chancellor, the archbiihop of Spire, with full power
to Lombardy, to prevail with Milan, and fome other

cities, which, from their averfion to the family of Barba-

roiTa, had efpoufed the caufe of Otho, to acknowlege him
as emperor. Many of thefe cities had long diftinguithed
them (elves in the difputes betwixt the emperors and popes,

by their attachment to the latter; and though Frederic

had hitherto lhewn fo much condefcenfion to the pope,
yet Honorius is accufed at this time of privately prevent-

ing the emperor's orders from being received and exe-

cuted by the Guelph faction, in order to deprefs, or at

lead balance, his power.
The emperor, however, not feeming to mind the

pope's proceeding, left Rome, and went to St. Germano,
where he was received with great honour and refpeel; by
the abbot of Monte CaiTmo. From thence he repaired to Holds a

Capua, where he called a general parliament, in which he parliament

publifhed feveral new regulations, which are contained in at Capua.

twenty chapters
7

. He particularly ordered all the forts

and caftles lately built by the barons to be demolifhed
;

and by the advice of Andrea Bonello, a famous lawyer,
and his attorney-general, he eftablifhed a new tribunal in

Capua, called Corte Capuana. He commanded the ba-

rons, the corporations of the cities and towns, and ail

other perfons, to produce the grants and privileges of their

caftles, and other things which they held of him and his

predeceffors, to be infpe£ted by this court, whether they
were valid, or had been illegally granted in time of

troubles
•, declaring, that thofe who did not produce their

charters, mould forfeit their grants and privileges. In

confequence of this order, feveral grants, that had been

funeptitioufly obtained, were revoked, and others were

afterwards declared invalid, for not being produced in

time ; proceedings which occasioned a general murmur-

ing through the nation, and prompted many of the pre-
lates and barons to refufe obedience to the king's orders.

Frederic went, in the beginning of the following year, to A.D.izii.

SefTa, where he revoked the grant of the county of Sura,

which for fome years had been in pofTefh\>n of Richard,
the late pope's brother. He afterwards vilited Bojano,
where by force he compelled the count of Molife, and

fome other barons, to fubmit to his new regulations. He

y Richard. Chron.

likewife.
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Iikewife fet Diepold at liberty, upon receiving fome towns
which were in pofTeflion of his brother Sifrid ; and making
a progrefs through Apulia and Calabria, he expelled many
refractory and rebellious prelates and barons, who retired

to Rome under the protection of the pope.

Upon his arrival at Medina, Frederic called a parlia-
ment of Sicilian barons, in which he publifhed feveral re-

gulations. As a fubfidy for the Chriftians in the Holy
Land and in Egypt, he ordered the twentieth part of all

ecclefiaftical revenues, and the tithes of fecular poffeflions,
to be raifed ; which money, with forty-three gallies, he
fent under the command of Walter de Palear, the chan-

cellor, and the count of Malta, to Damiata, which was
then befieged by the foltan of Egypt. He himfelf, in the

mean time, was engaged in reducing the Saracens in Si-

cily ; on which account he excufed himfelf from going in

perfon to the Holy Land, though he was continually urged
and follicited by the pope to fulfil his vow. Honorius,

being jealous of the emperor's power, was very defirous

that he fhould leave Europe. He therefore inveighed bit-

terly againfl him for delaying his expedition ; at the fame
time he accufed him of oppreffing the church, and violat-

ing the ecclefiaftical liberty, by taxing the clergy, expel-

ling prelates, and fubftituting others in their place. Fre-

deric, in his own
j unification, alleged, that, from the

time of Charlemagne, it had been lawful for the emperors
to give the inveititure of bifhopricks ; that all princes

might expel difaffected prelates out of their dominions ;

and that, as king of Sicily, he had enjoyed the preroga-
tive of giving inveflitures to prelates, and of confirming
their election by his afient, which right he was refolved

not to part with, though Innocent III. had violated it

during his minority
z

.

Frederic, however, to give fome fatisfaction to the

pope, who, upon the news of the lofs of Damiata, renewed
his complaints againfl; him, publifhed fome fevere edicts

againfl: heretics
-,

made a formal renunciation of the

eftates of Mathilda into the hands of the apoftolic nuncio;
and conferred the kingdom of Sicily upon his fon Henry

3
.

Notwithftanding thefe conceffions, the mifunderftanding
betwixt him and the pope ftill increafed. As he conti-

nued to raife the twentieth penny upon the ecclefiaftics,

and turned out feveral prelates in Sicily and Apulia,

2 Fazzel. dec. ii. lib. viii. cap. z. a
Spond. Annal.

whofe
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whofe fidelity he fufpected, Honorius made loud com-

plaints againft him, and even threatened him with ex-

communication and depolition. Frederic, to appeafe the

pope, imprifoned the count of Malta, and (tripped him
of all his lands and offices, the chancellor having fled to

Venice, where, as there is no farther mention made of

him, it is probable he died in exile. The king likewife,
to prevent a rupture, left

Sicily-, and had a conference for

fifteen days with the pope, who, in the month of Febru-

ary, had come to Veroli. He publifhed an edict in that

city in favour of the ecclefiaftical liberty ; and having ob-

tained leave to put off his facred expedition fome time

longer, a general conference was appointed to be held, in

the month of November, at Verona, to which all Chrif-

tian princes were invited. Frederic then, taking leave of

the pope, returned to Apulia ; and having ordered the

count of Acerra to befiege the rock of Magenul, held by
the count of Celano, he halted over into Sicily, to oppofe
Miratjet the Saracen prince, who (till continued his in-

curfions againft the Chriftians a
. While Frederic was **?* ?"'**

employed in defeating the infidels, his queen Conftantia
^{"lin

iU

died in the city of Catanea.
Sicily*

The emperor entirely reduced the Saracens ; and re-

turning to Apulia, propofed another conference with the

pope, which was prevented by the ficknefsof his holinefa.

A few months afterwards, however, the conference,
which (hould have been held at Verona, was transferred

to Ferentino, where, in the beginning of the following

year, Frederic, at the foliicitation of the pope, John de

Brienne, titular king of Jerufalem, Hermannus Salza,

grand-malter of the Teutonic order, and feveral others,

renewed his engagements of going to the Holy Land
within two years. As a motive to intereft him in that

expedition, the pope negociated a marriage betwixt him
and Jolanta, or Violanta, the only daughter of John de

Brienne, who, in right of her mother, was heirefs of the

crown of Jerufalem (Z). The emperor, who had been fome A.D.ttt^
months a widower, willingly agreed to the match, upon — .

condition that John de Brienne, as a portion for hisdaugb-
Frederic

tcr, Ihould immediately refign his rights to the kingdom of
™YJjftJr*f

Jerufalem. As to the pofleilion of the kingdom, that was the \m*9f
Jerujaiem.

a Richard. Chroi>

(Z) This John de Brienne married the eldeft daughter of

Was brother of Walter, who Tancred king of Sicily.

afterwards
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afterwards to be difputed with the foltan, who, about

thirty years before, had recovered the whole from the

Chriflians, excepting a few places on the fea-coaft.

Upon the conclufionof the conference, the young bride

was immediately lent for from Ptole nais-, and Frederic,

returning to Apulia, made great preparations by fea and
land for the conqueit of his new kingdom. Mean while,

by the mediation of the pope, he allowed the count of Ce-
lano to depart the kingdom ; and having got poflefiion of

all his cities and catties, ordered Celano to be entirely de-

flroyed. He like wife caufed forts to be built in Gneta,

Naples, Averfa, and Fogia ; and returning to Sicily a-

gainil the Saracens, who had again revolted, he conquer-
' ed a great part of them, whom he tranfported to the con-

tinent, and allowed them to fettle in Lucera and its neigh-
bourhood. As the others had fled to the mountains, he
fent for feveral Apulian barons to come to his affiftance;

but upon their arrival in Sicily, he ordered them to be

impriibned, and their lands on the continent to be feized.

Thefe barons, however, in the following year, at the in-

terceflion of the pope, and upon leaving their fons as.

hoftages, were fet at liberty, and went to Rome. Fre-

deric, about the fame time, fent the late inhabitants of

Celano to Malta, exempted the clergy of Apulia from all

taxes and impositions, and being greatly delighted with

the fituation of Naples, refolved to make it the chief
A.D. 1224. place of his residence. For this purpofe he enlarged and

r j

"""
embeJlifhed the city, and this year creeled the private

embtllifhet
^h00^ which had long flourished there, into an univer-

Napies. fay-
As the war with the Saracens in Sicily (till continued,

he renewed the taxes upon his fubjeets ; but, to avoid

difputes with the pope, he raifed three hundred ounces of

gold from the lands belonging to the monaftery of Monte

Caffino, under the name of a loan. Soon after the titu-

lar king of Jerufalem arriving at Capua, with his young

queen, the fifter of the king of Caftile, he fent him and the

patriarch of Jerufalem to the pope to afk a prolongation
of the time for his expedition to the Holy Land, urging
the neceffity of his continuance in Italy, on account of

the rebellion of the Saracens, and the mutinous fpirit of

the Lombards, who, at the inftigation of the inhabitants

of Milan and Bologna, threatened a general revolt. His

ambafiadors receiving a favourable anfwer from the pope,

in the end of July, he went to St. Germane, where he

entered into new engagements to the pope's legates ; and

being
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being abfolved by them from the vow he had made at Ve-

roli, he promifed, under pain of excommunication, to go
to Paleftine within two years, counting from the month
of Augult. The emperor foon after caufed another loan

to be raife^l from vhc clergy, by which he received one

thoufand three hundred ounces of gold from the monas-

tery of Monte Caflino ; and, at the fame time, refuted to

admit five prelates, whom the pope, without his know-

lege, had nominated to feme vacant benefices in Apulia.
A few weeks after, the emprefs Jolante, arriving atBrin- A.D»xzic.

difi, Frederic folemnized his marriage with great pomp —
and magnificence ; and, in the beginning of the following Marries

year, he ordered his barons and knights to aflemble at Joiante*

Pefcara, and to accompany him to the diet of Cremona,

having written to his foil Henry, king or the Ro-

mans, to pafs the Alps with an army, and join him in

Lombardy.
Henry, who had married a daughter of the duke of A.D. 1*26.

Auftria, was prevented from advancing into Italy by the
~

;

"

Lombards, who had feized the paffes of the Alps ; and
i^mba'd*

Frederic, upon his arrival at- Cremona found no deputies enter into

from the cities of Milan, Verona, Placenza, Vercelli, Lo- an ajfocia*

di, Alexandria, Trevifo, Padua, Vieenza, Turin, Novara, tlon ogainji

Mantua, Brefcia, Boiogna, and Faenza, which cities had m%

entered into a new ailbciation for twenty-five years, in

defence of their liberties
b The emperor, in Teientment

of this confederacy, put them to the ban of the empire.

Having prevailed with the pope's legate to lay them under

an interdict , he returned with his army to Apulia, and in

his m.irch had a conference with the pope at Reate.

Though the pope and the emperor, during the whole fum*

mer, had been upon bad terms, on account of the five pre-

lates, who were kept out of the pofleiTion of their

churches, and becaufe Frederic had not only levied mo-

ney upon the clergy, but had publifhed an edict, order-

ing monks and priefts guilty of homicide and other enor^

mous crimes to be punifhed by the fecuiar magiftrate,

yet at this conference they were again reconciled. Fre-

deric confented to admit the prelates nominated by the

pope, and Honorius, who was fufpected of having pro-
moted the afTociation of the cities of Lombardy, promifed
to act as mediator betwixt them and the emperor. An
accommodation was accordingly concluded with the Lorn-

b Richard. Chron. Sigon. de Rega. Ital.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. H h bard
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bard cities, by which Frederic engaged to forgive all pad
injuries, and revoke all edicts to their prejudice, on con-
dition that they ihould fend four hundred knights to

the Holy Land, and live in friendfhip with the imperial
cities

Honorius died in March following ; and his fucceflbr,

Gregory IX. immediately after his election, reminded the

emperor of his vow. - Frederic appeared as earneft for

the expedition as the pope ; and in the month of Augufl
embarked at Brindifi. However, three days after he had
fet fail, returning to Italy, under pretence of ficknefs, he
was folemnly excommunicated by the pope at Anagni.
Gregory excommunicated him a fecond time at Rome,
and interdicted his kingdom. Frederic, who had gone to

the baths of Pazzublo, and fent feveral ambafiadors to the

pope, to plead the excufe of his illnefs, finding that Gre-

gory would not except of his vindication, wrote to ail the

Christian princes, in his own juftification. He likewife

ordered all the juftices of Sicily and Apulia to oblige the

priefts and monks in their provinces to celebrate divine

fervice as ufual ; and afterwards holding a general meet-

ing of the barons of the kingdom at Capua, he required
from them a tax of eight ounces of gold for every fief

they held, and a foldier for every eight fiefs, to be ready

againft the month of May, whui he intended to fail for

the Holy Land.

By the influence of his money, he raifed a ftrong fac-

tion in Rome, which obliged Gregory to quit the city,

and retire to Perugia. He likewife fent an army into the

duchy of Spoleto, and the March of Ancona; and, not-

withftanding the rigorous prohibition of the pope, raifed

a large fum of money from the clergy in his dominions.

In the mean time the emprefs Jolante, after having been

delivered of a fon, who was named Conrad, died at An-
dria. Soon after her death, Frederic held a parliament
at Barletta, and having regulated the fuccefnon of his

kingdom, in cafe of his death, and appointed Piainald,

duke of Spoleto, regent during his abfence, on the nth
of Auguft he failed from Otranto, with twenty gallies

and a great number of tranfports, for the Holy Land.

Gregory, exafperated upon hearing that Frederic had

prefumed to depart for the Holy Land before he had made
his peace with the church, wrote to the patriarch of Je-

rufalem, and the mailer of the holy fepulchre, to have

no communication with the emperor, and to give him no

affiftance,

I
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afiiftance c

. He likewife excited the afTociated cities of

Lombardy to violate the late pacification, and to attack

thofe of the imperial faction. In order to force the im-

perialifts to evacuate the March of Ancona, he aflembled

a large army, which he fent again ft the kingdom, under
the command of his legate Pandulph, and the exiled ba- A.D 1279.

rons, Roger, count of Fondi, and Thomas, count of •

Celano. The armv, which was diftinguifhed by the The pope

name of the Militia of Chrift, quickly reduced feveral
jjjjj,

ftrong caftles on the frontiers. The foldiers, inftead of

a crofs, wore two keys upon their cloaths. Having but

an inconfiderable army to oppofe them, they reduced

many cities and towns ; and, in imitation of the Saracens

of the imperial army, burnt feveral plates, and pillaged
the inhabitants.

Frederic finding it impoHible to a£t with vigour againfi:

the infidels, as the crufards refufed to obey him, and be-

ing informed that the papal army had conquered a great

part of his dominions in Italy, concluded a peace with the

foltan for ten years, and in the end of May returned with

two gallies to Brindili. Upon his arrival he immediately Frederic

propofed an accommodation to the pope, and wrote to all *?*?*'**

his faithful fubjecTs, promifing to march directly to their ^*

afiiftance* His propofal being rejected, he immediately

began his march for Terra di Lavoro, and having many
German crufards in his army, who had followed him to

Italy, in lefs than three months recovered almoft all his

dominions, with little or no onpofition. His quick pro-

grefs alarming the pope, he at lad confented to treat of

peace ;
and the negociatious being begun in the end of

November, a ceflation of hollilities in fome meafure took

place. The principal negotiators were the archbifhop of A.D.tjio.

>Reggio, and the mailer of the Teutonic order, who, after ——
feveral journies betwixt the emperor and the pope, com-

pofedaertain articles for the treaty, which Frederic would

by no means agree to, as the church pretended to retain

Gaeta and St. Agatha. On this account the peace was re-

tarded feveral weeks ; however, that article being left in

•

fufpence, the emperor at length, by the perfuafion of

Walo or Qualdo, a Dominican, accepted of the treaty, Concludes a

and on the 2 2d cf July fwore in the church of St. peace 'with

Germano, to fati-fy the pope in all the points for which thepopti

he had been excommunicated. He was folemnly abfolved

from the fentence of excommunication by the bifiiop of Sa-

c Giannone ut fapra..

H h 2 binse 5
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binae; and on the firft of September entered Anagni,
where he had feveral conferences, for three days, with the

pope, who entertained him with great kindnefs, and in-

vited him to dine at the fame table with himfelf.

Frederic having made peace with Gregory, publifhed a

volume of laws for the government of his hereditary do-

minions ; which constitutions for a long time after were
held in great efleem. About the fame time he fent a fmall

reinforcement of troops to the Holy Land : ordered ltrict

inquifition to be made after a feci of heretics called Pata-

reni, who held private conventicles, and were very nume-
rous over all Italy, particularly in Naples ; and feized all

thepoflefhonsof the knightsTemplarsandHofpiralersinhis

kingdom for his own ufe d
. As the pacification betwixt

him and the pope had notreftored tranquillity to Lornbar-

dy, but the twooppofite factions (till continued their hof-

tilities againft each other with great animoiity, he pre-
vailed on the pope to fend two legates thither, to perfuade
the rebellious Guelf cities to return to his obedience. He
likewife appointed a general diet to be held foon after at

Ravenna, whither he went, attended only by his cour-

tiers; that he might give no caufe of fufpicion to the

Lombards, and having written to his fon Henry to come to

the diet, celebrated his Chriflmas with great magnificence*

Though the pope feemed to intereft himfelf for the repofe
of Italy, yet the negociations of his legates were ineffec-

tual : the aflbciated cities not only neglected to appear at

Ravenna, but affembling an army, oppofed the paflage of

Henry, and attacked the cities of the imperial party.

Frederic, on this account, laying afide all thoughts of

I

peace, went from Ravenna to Venice, and from thence

to Aquileia, where, in a conference with his fon Henry,
and the German nobles, he fettled a plan for the operations
of the war c

.

From Aquileia he returned by fea in the month of April,
to Apulia ; and fufpecting, from the difpofition of the

Lombards, that the peace with the pope would not be of

long continuance, he caufed all the cities on the borders of

Campania to be flrongly fortified. In the mean time the

city of MefTma in Sicily revolted, on account of the op-

preffion of the chief judiciary, and his army in Palaftine

was defeated by John de Baruch, who likewife made him-
felf mailer of Aeon. Frederic wrote to the pope, defiring
him to order the matters of the knights Templars and Hof-

d Richard* Chron. Sigon. ut fupra. Spond. Anna!,

pitalers
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pitalers to aflumc the chief command in Paleftme, pro-
mifing to reftore all the pofTeffions of thefe two orders that

he had lately feized f
. To quiet the diforders in

Sicily, he
AD| *3>

went thither, and after having punifbed the chiefs of the F , •

"

fedition in Medina with death, he reduced the caftle, whi- punijhes

ther the rebels had retired, which he entirely deftroyed. fome rebels

He caufed the caftles in Frani, Bari, Naples, and Brindifi, inSicilj.

to be fortified ; fent a governor to the city of Gaeta, which
at laft confented to take the oath of allegiance to him and
his fon Conrad. As the Saracens of Lucera had ferved

him with great fidelity in his war with the pope, he or-

dered that city to be enlarged and fortified, and even con-
nived at feveral outrages which the infidels committed, fo

far as to allow them to pull down a church, and carry ofF

the materials, on which account he received a threatening
letter from Gregory &. During his refidence at Medina,
he publifhed feveral edicls for the encouragement of com-
merce : he alfo ordered general courts and adizes to be

held twice a year in certain provinces of the kingdom,
when it fhould be lawful for any one to lay his complaints

againft the judges, or any other magiftrate, before the

king's deputy.

Having fettled the affairs of Sicily, he returned in the

month of February to Italy, where he applied himfelf to

re-eftablifti the univerfity of Naples, the flouriihing date

of which had been greatly interrupted by his war with the

pope. About the fame time, Gregory being expelled by
the Romans, who had aflembled a numerous army, and

tne p^pe
attacked fome cities in the pope's intereft, Frederic marched againft the

in perfon to hisadiftance ; and having left agarrifon in Vi- Romans.

terbo, inverted the city of Rafpampano, which was held

by the rebels. Two months after, however, he raifed the

fiege, and returned in September with great part of his

army to Apulia, and he is accufed by fome writers of hav-

ing entered into a private corrcfpondence with the re-

bels 1
*. Great numbers of Germans, neverthelefs, conti-

nuing in the pay of Gregory, they furprifed the Roman

army, and gaining a complete victory, obliged the rebels

to fubmit. A _

Frederic, in the mean time, hearing of the rebellion of A,u I>3 ^

his eldeft fon Henry, went the following fprin£ with his
Reduces h:s

fon Conrad into Germany. Having quickly obliged his rebellious

fon to fubmit, he carried him prifoner to Worms, where, fon Henry
in Germdr

( Richard. Chron. Bos. Hilt. Hofpital. lib. xvii. € Spond. "J-

Annal. h Blond, dec, vii, lib. ii. Platin. in Greg. IX.

Hh 3 in
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in the month of July, he married Ifabel, the daughter o£

the king of England. Soon after he fent Henry prifoner
into Apulia. Having caufed Conrad to be elected king of

Germany, and to be crowned in Cologn, he returned with

him to Inly, and prefented him to the pope at Rieti,

where he endeavoured to perfuade Gregory to alliit him

againlt the aflbciated cities of Lombardy. The pope's views

were very different from thofe of the emperor : he there-

fore dilTuaded him from bringing a German army into

Italy, by promifmg to ufe his utmolt endeavours for an

accommodation, at the fume time reminding him that the

truce with the foltan was near expired, and that he in-

tended another general crufade to the Holy Land. Frede-

ric, not fatisned with this difcourfe, returned immediately
to Germany, and in the beginning of the following year

publilhed a letter, appointing a general diet to be held in

the month of July at Parma. Having aflembled a for-

A.D- 1136. midable army at Augfburgh, in the month of June, he

1— '

parTed the Alps, notwithstanding the oppofition of th(

Returns to confederate army, and arrived at Verona
-,
from whence.

wii!Zf
y he Proceeded t0 Cremona. He then held the diet at Par-

army t ma; and the confederates ftill refuting to fubmit, it was

refolved to profecute the war againlt them with vigour.
After having difmilTed the alTembly, the imperialifts ra-

vaged the territories belonging to the aliies j and on the

firft of November took Vicenza, which was pillaged and

burnt. Frederic, duke of Auftria, in the mean time raif-

ing a rebellion in Germany, the emperor repaiTed the Alps,
and having reduced the duke, returned in the following
autumn to Italy ; when being joined by ten thoufand Sa-

racens, he gained a complete victory over the allies atCor-

tenuovo ; in confequence of which all the aflbciated cities

furrendered to him, except Milan, Bologna, Alexandria,
and Brefcia j

.

The emperor after this victory returned in triumph to

Cremona. The war, however, ftill continued ; for Gre-

gory, who had long been jealous of the emperor's power,
now openly attached himfelf to the aflbciated cities, and
next year fent legates to the king of Arragon, inviting
him to come to the relief of Italy, offering him one hun-

dred and fifty thoufand imperial pounds, and to declare

him lord of Lombardy, if he would engage in the war

againit Frederic. This embaiTy proving ineffectual, and

Frederic "growing ftill more formidable in Italy, Gregory

*
Sigon. in Regn. Ital. Epift. Petr. de Vin. Richard. Chron.

denounced
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denounced a fentence of excommunication and depofition a.D. 12-10.

againft him, on Holy Thurfday, under pretence that he
'

had violated the rights of the church, hy giving the ifland He isex-

of Sardinia, with the title of king, to his natural fon Hen- commum-

tius, though that ifland was known to be a fief of the
caUii bJ ifl*

fee of Rome k
. Frederic immediately wrote to the princes

of Europe in his own justification, and publifhed feveral

other letters again it the pope, whom he accufed of many
crimes. At the fame time he renewed the war in Lom-
bardy with great fury, and recalling Hentius from Sar-

dinia, ordered him to invade the March of Ancona,

Having ravaged the March of Trevifo and the Milanefe,
he left ttrong garrifons in Lombardy, and marched, in

the beginning of the year, towards Rome ; but being pre-
vented by the Romans from making himfelf maiter of the

city, he laid waile their territory, and proceeded to

Apulia.
Both parties (till continued to reproach each other with

great bitternefs in their public manifeftoes ; but Gregory,
not receiving that affiftance from the kings of France and

England which he expected, publifhed letters for con- A.D. 1240.

yoking a general council the following Eafter at Rome,
' '

as the moft proper means for procuring a peace. Frederic,
who had ordered Benevento to be befieged, and was then

inverting Faenza, cotifented to the calling of a council,
and agreed to a truce with the pope till the conclufion of

that affembly
l

; but refufed to grant a cefiation of arms
to the confederates. A few weeks after, however, he

thought proper to revoke his afient, and declared pub-

licly, by letters, that he would not grant his fafe-condu£t

to any bifhops corning to the council, but would treat

them as his enemies. This threat he effectually fulfilled

the following year, by taking three cardinal legates, and

a great number of French and Englifh archbiihops and

biihops prifoners, who were going, on board thirty Ge-
noefe gallies, to Rome. About the fame time he made
himfelf .matter of Faenza, and likewife reduced bene-

vento, the fortifications of which he ordered to be de-

ftroyed. Not contented with taxing the ecclefiaitics, he

feized on the trealure of all the churches of his kingdom,

expelled all foreign monks, and ordered thofe that ihould

he found carrying let ers from the pope into his domi-

nions to be put to death. After the reduction of I'a-

enza, he ravaged the territories of Fano, Atfifi, and Pe-

k
Sigon.

1 Idem ibid. Math. Paris.

H h 4 faro.
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faro, took pofieflion of Spoleto and Narni, and, at the

defire of cardinal Colonna, who had revolted from the

pope, advanced towards Rome, putting a garriion in Ti-

voli, and feizing feveral caftles in the neighbourhood ol

the city.

A.D.1242. His enemy Gregory in the mean time was fo affected

— with the captivity of the prelates, and the bad fuccefs of
the death the war, that he died, at Rome, on the 21 it of Auguft,

¥»?!rtk* Demg near a hundred years of age. His fucceflbr Ce-

mpufj
6

^e^m IV. furvived his election only eighteen days. A
few weeks after his death, the emprefs Ifabel died at Fog-
gia j and, about two months after, Frederic loll his eldeft

fori Henry, who, according to Richard of St. Germano,
died in prifon ; but, if we may believe Boccace, he threw

himfelf over a bridge, while he was on his journey to fee

his father, not knowing that he had fent for him with

the intention of being reconciled. The cardinals at

Rome, in the mean time, from mutual ambition, delayed
the election of a pope, throwing the blame on Frederic,
who dill detained two legates prifoners The emperor
would not allow the juftnefs of their excufe

•, and, being
in the neighbourhood of Rome, prefled them earneitly,

by letters, to proceed to the election. As they affumed the

fupreme adminiftration of ecclefiaftical affairs, he fent

the maflerof the Teutonic order, and another ambaflador,
to them, to treat of peace. The cardinals paying no re-

gard to his propofals, he ravaged the territory of Rome,
while his army, in the March of Ancona, took Afcoli, and
the army from Naples ravaged the territory of Rieti. At
laft he confented to fet the legates at liberty ; but the car-

dinals (lill delaying the election, he affembled an army in

the fpring, and iwvefted the city of Rome. He ravaged
its territory, and deflroyed the country feats and eftates

belonging to the cardinals, who, alarmed at their par-
ticular lbfTes, intreated him to withdraw his army, and

A.D 1243.
promifed to proceed immediately to the election. Ac-

7~ 7" cordingly, on the 24th of June, they chofe Innocent IV.'

iv. is eleft- a Genoefe, who, immediately after his election, received

td. an embafly from the emperor to treat of peace.

By the pope's anfwer to Frederic's ambafladors it was

generally expected that a peace would foon be con-

cluded ; however, after Innocent had publifhed his pre-

liminary articles, the hopes of a negociation vanished, as

they were absolutely rejected by the emperor. By this

inflexibility, having loft a great many of hi? friends, and

difgufted feveral cities, which deferted his party, and de-

clared
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clared for the church, he renewed his propofals for peace;
and, on Holy Thurfday, his ambafladors fwore in his

name, that he would refer himfelf entirely to the judg-
ment of the pope, as to all the injuries that he had done
to the church and the clergy. Reflecting, however, foon

after, upon the extenfivenefs of this concefiion, and that

he thereby put himfelf wholly under the power of the

pope, he refufed to be bound by the oath of his plenipo-

tentiaries, and endeavoured to furprife and feize Inno-

cent, who, being informed of his defign, left Rome, and
went by fea to Genoa, from thence, in the end of the

year, he paffed through Savoy to Lyons, where he ap-

pointed a general council, to be held the following year,
atMidlummer m

. The council was very numerous, and
Thaddeus de SefTa, one of the emperor's deputies, jufti-

fied his matter with great fpirit and refolution. Never- AD. 1245.

thelefs, Innocent, in the end of the third fefhon, with

great formality, denounced a fentenee of ex com muni-
tlicauTand

cation and depofition againft Frederic, and ordered the
depofesthe

electors of the empire to proceed to a new election, de- emperor.

daring that he referved to himfelf the difpofal of the

kingdom of Sicily.

Frederic, neverthelefs, was dill acknowledged as em-

peror by the Chriftian princes. A fmall party in Ger-

many, indeed, elected the landgrave of Thuringia as em-

peror, who was killed in lefs than a year 5 and, by the in-

trigues of two cardinals, whom the pope fent into Apu-
lia, feveral barons had revolted, and taken porTeilion of

Capaccio, and other caffles in that kingdom Frederic,

on that account, left his fon Hentius in Lombardy, and A.D. 1246.

marched into Apulia. The barons, who had confpired ——

againft him, had formerly been his moft intimate friends ; Encourages

but being corrupted by the pope, they had formed a
a confPtr*-

confpiracy in the fpring of afl'aiTinating him at GroiTeto, /^/|£.
on the coaft of Tuicany. Their plot, however, being dif-

covered, many of them were immediately feized, and

others fled to their aflfociates in Apulia. Though they
made a vigorous defence againft the emperor's forces,

yet about the end of July they were forced to fubmit;
when many of them were put to cruel deaths, and even

their relations, within the fourth or fifth degree, were

punifhed as traitors n
. Frederic immediately publiihed an

account of the confpiracy, which he attributed to the in-

*» Id. ibid. n Math. Paris, hoc an. Collenut. Hilt. Neap. lib. iv.

trigues
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jrigues
of the pope

°
; and, in return, according to Mat-

\v Paris, hired two afTamns to murder Innocent.

Viaving quieted the infurreclion in Apulia, he returned

the following year to Pifa, and went afterwards to Turin,
with the defign of proceeding to Lyons, to be reconciled

to the pope, according to Sigonius and Colienutius p.

But Matthew Paris, Blondus, Nauclcius, and other Italian

and German authors affirm he intended to attack the

pope, as the duke of Burgundy, and many French nobles,
had then entered into an aflbciation in defence of their

Parmais piinleges, againft the pope and clergy ^. He had hardly
furpriitd arrived at the foot of the Alps, when being informed that

G Iths
^ie Gueiph exiles had recovered Parma, he immediately
returned to befiege that important place. The confe-

derates, fenfible of its importance, had repaired its for-

tifications, and ftrengthened it with a numerous garrifon.
The emperor inverted the place about the middle of Au-

guft, with an army oF fixty thoufand men, and being

fully bent upon ruining the befieged, he fortified his camp
like a city, and gave it the name of Victoria. Next

year, however, on the 1 8th of February, his new city was

furprifed and taken by the befieged, who having killed

or taken prifoners the greateft part of his army, enriched

-themfelves writh immenle booty.
The affairs The affairs of Frederic after this defeat fenfibly de-

of the em- dined, for the pope and his confederates were every day
feror de~

ftrengthened by new allies
•,

his competitor in Germany,
William, count of Holland, took Aix la Chapelle from

his fon Conrad, where, on the lit of November, he re-

ceived the imperial crown ; in the month of May, of the

following year, his fon Hentius was entirely defeated and

taken prifoner by the Bolognefe, who, after the victory,

reduced feveral cities and caltles of Lombardy and Ro-

magna, particularly the city of Modena. In order to re-

pair thefe lofles, Frederic made great preparations for at-

tacking the Bolognefe. He called over a large body of

Saracens fiom Barbary, and laid a heavy poll-tax upnn

A.D.125C his fubjedts, which they were obliged to pay under pain— of being fent to the gallies. He was prevented, how-
Hediesin ever, from executing his intended expedition by his death,
Apulia. which happened on the 13th of December, at Fiorentino,

Petr. de Vin. lib. ii. epift. 10. to. 51, 52. lib. in. 18. 6t, &c.

pSigor. ut funra. q Hoc an. Blond, dec. ii. lib, vii. Naucler. Gc-
ner. 4.2. Fazel. dec. ii. lib. viii.

a caftle
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a caftle near Lucera r
. According to Cufpinianus and

others, it was fuppofed that he was poifonedby his natu-

ral fon Manfred, who being afraid left he fhould reco-

ver, fmothered him with a bolder in the night-time
$
. Up-

on his death-bed, he profefled his forrow for his breach

with the church, and the injuries he had done to the

ecclefiaftics ; having made a penitential confemon to the

archbifliop of Palermo, he received from him absolu-

tion and the viaticum l

•, and, according to Matthew Pa-

ris, before his death he afiumed the habit of a Ciftertian

monk "•

Frederic by his laft will left his eldeil fon Conrad Conracf

heir of the empire, and of all his other dominions, par-
f" ccee / at

ticularly of the kingdom of the Two Sicilies. If he
to all his

fhould die without iflue, Henry his other fon was to fuc- dominions,

ceed ; in cafe of whofe death, it was to devolve upon his

natural fon Manfred j who, in the mean time, was to en-

joy the principality of Tarento, with the counties of

Montefcagliofo, Trecarico, Gravina, and Monte St. An-

gelo. The duchies of Auftria and Stiria, with ten thou-

fand ounces of gold, were given to Frederic his grand-
fon, by his deceafed fon Henry. During the abfence of

Conrad from the kingdom of the Two Sicilies, Manfred
was declared bailie or regent, with fupreme power, and

till the fuccemon fhould be open for Henry, he was to

enjoy the kingdom of Jeruialem
w

.

Upon the death of Frederic, Conrad being abfent in

Germany, Manfred immediately afTumed the adminiftra-

tion of the government. Being informed that the pope
had fent emiffaries into the kingdom, defiring all the ci-

ties and barons to pay their allegiance to the holy fee, he

lent his brother Henry to govern Calabria and Sicily, and

going in perfon towards Naples, defired them to acknow-

lege Conrad x
. The Neapolitans exprefly declared, that

they were tired of the war, and would acknowlege no

king that did not come with the papal benediction and

invettiture. Their example was followed by theCapuans, A.D.i^ei.
fome other cities, aud many barons of the kingdom ; fo —
that immediately fevera! parties appeared in arms for the 4 z reat

pope, under the banner of the church. Manfred, how- P* rty in

ever, making a progrefs through the kingdom, with a J^"^
'

the pope.
r SpinelK Ephemerid. Neap, apud Mutator, torn. vii. p. 1068.

9
Cufpinian. de Caefar Villani. Richard. &c. * Albrrt. Sm-

denf. u Math. Paris, ut (upi a. See the Hiftory of the

German Empire.
w Teltam. Fred, apud Giannone.

* Nkolaide Jamfilla. Chron. apud Murator. torn, viii,

large
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large body of Saracens, confirmed many cities in their

allegiance to Conrad, took Nola and Averfa, ravaged the
territories of Capua, and left Saracen garrifons in the ci-

ties of the Principato and Bafilicata.

A few months after, the emperor Conrad arrived with
a powerful army at Verona. Having continued fome time
in Lombardy, and held a diet of the cities in his intereft

in the neighbourhood of Mantua, he embarked with his

army on board a Venetian fleet at Friuli, and in the end
of the year arrived at the ancient city of Siponto, in

Apulia, where he was met by his brother Manfred, whom
he received in the moft affectionate manner r. But, in a
little time, he began to be jealous of his great abilities

and authority. In order to leflen his power hepublifhed
an edict, revoking all the grants made by the lalt will of

his father, or fince his death, and perfuaded Manfred, a£

an example to other barons, to refign the city of Brindifij
and the counties of Monte St. Angelo, Gravina, Trica-

rico, and Montefcagliofo. He likewife impoverifhed the

principality of Tarento by a heavy tax, turned out the

judiciary appointed by Manfred, and allowed the prince
the fupreme jurifdidtion in the principality only in civil

cafes. Manfred, pretending not to perceive his defign,
fubmitted to thei'e edicts without oppofition, and with
the fame zeal as formerly affifted his brother in reducing
the counts of Aquino, who had declared for the pope.
The Germans and Saracens acting in conjunction, quick-

ly reduced the rebels in thofe parts ;
and having taken

and burnt Aquino, SelTa, St. Germano, and feveral other

caftles in the neighbourhood, they proceeded to Capua,
which immediately furrendered without refiftance. After

the fubmifiion of Capua, Conrad marched againft Naples,
and according to Spinello, a contemporary writer, invefted

the city on the firft of December. As the pope a few
weeks after fent a nuncio to him, to intercede for the

Neapolitans, Conrad, in contempt, de fired him to con-

cern himfelf with thofe who wore fhaven crowns ; and to

encourage the Germans and Saracens to act with vigour,
he promifed three months pay extraordinary to that na-
tion that mould firft enter the city. His army being re-

inforced by a great many Apulian barons, and the Nea-

politans being difappointed of amitance from the pope,
he at laft made himfelf matter of the city, in the end of

September; when, contrary to the capitulation, he al-

y Chron* Veron. ibid. Spinell.Ephemer* ut fupra.

lowed
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lowed it to be plundered by his foldiers, and ordered the

fortifications to be entirely deftroyed. After he had con-

tinued two months in the city, punifliing the rebellious

citizens with great feverity, he appointed a parliament to

be held in the following year at Mel phis, and went to Bar-

letta, where he received the fubmiffion of the barons of

Terra di Bari.

Mean while Innocent, who upon the death of Frederic

had immediately returned to Italy, ufed his utmoft en-

deavours to fupprefs theGhibelline faction, and oppofe the

pretenfions of Conrad, both in Germany and Italy. He
again excommunicated him and his adherents, ordered a

crufade to be preached againft him, in favour of William,
count of Holland, with greater indulgences than that for

the Holy Land ; and, perfuaded that it would be impof-
(ible to unite the kingdom of the Two Sicilies to the pof-
feflions of the church, he refolved to oppofe a powerful

prince to him, and offered the inveftiture of the kingdom The pope

to Richard, earl of Cornwall, brother to the king of °f
ers tfie

England. His offer being rejeded by that prince, he en- £*?™§
tered into a negociation with the count of Anjou, bro- Cornwall.
ther of St. Lewis, who was then in the Holy Land ; but

though the count had ambitioufly offered his fervice to the

pope, he was prevented by his relations from concluding
the treaty

z
.

During thefe intrigues of the pope, Conrad, in the
A.D.i*53.

month of February, held a parliament at Melphis, when —
an edi& was publifhed for railing thirty thoufand ounces

of gold, which the fubjedts fubmitted to pay rather than

be oppreffed with quartering the Germans and Saracens \
Whilft he continued at Melphis, he was vifited by his

brother Henry, then about twelve years of age, who died

foon after, not without fufpicion of being poifoned by his

means b
. Upon the death of Henry, who was the fon of

the emprefs Ifabel, filler of the king of England, his

uncle Henry III. entered into a negociation with the pope,
that if he would abfolve him from his vow of a crufade,
and confer Sicily on his fon Edmund, he would employ
all the forces of England againft Conrad, whom he look-

ed upon as the murderer of his nephew
c
. This fecond

negociation, however, had no effe£t. Conrad in the A.D 1154.

mean time took and deftroyed Afcoli, Garegnone, Celen-

za. and Bitunto ; and if the prince of Tarento had not Conrad re~
* r

duces Apu-

2 Vita Innocent, apud Murator. torn. iii. p. 592.
*

Spinel!.

Ut fupra.
fa

. Math. Paris. c Vita Innopent. ut fupra.

inter-
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interpofed, would have ravaged all Calabria, Bafilicata,
and Principato. Having forced the Apulians to fubmit,
in the end of the year he fent ambafladors to Rome, with
a propofal for an accommodation with the pope; which
was rejected by Innocent, who fooq after renewed the

fentence of excommunication againft him. Conrad fur-

His death, vived this fulmination but a few months, and died of a

fever near Lavello, on the 21 ft of May, in the twenty-
fixth year of his age. Villani, and feveral other hiftori-

ans fay, that he was poifoned by his brother Manfred ; but

Spinello and Nicolas de Jamfilla, contemporary writers,
are entirely filent as to that particular.

his infant Conrad, by his laft will, left his infant fon Conradin,
fon Conrad

QX QonY2i(\ i tnen jn Germany, his heir ; and during his

kiir. minority appointed Berthold de Honebruch regent of the

kingdom, defiring him to ufe all poflible means to procure
for the young prince the favour of the apoftolic fee. Man-
fred, before the emperor's death, declined the office of

regent, which he obferved was coveted by Berthold, who,

though a man of fmall abilities, was fupported by the in-

tereft of all the Germans. The new regent immediately
fent ambafladors to the pope, defiring the protection of

The pope the apoftolic fee for the young prince. Innocent imagin-
daims the

jng this embafly was owing rather to the weaknefs of the

kmgdcm as
partv t jian t0 t£e w\\\ f tiie deceafed king, anfwered pe-

Volved'to remptorily that he would be mafter of the kingdom,
the church, which, by the fentence of depofition pronounced againft

Frederic at the council of Lyons, had devolved to the

church \ but that Conradin neverthelefs, when he came
of age, fhould be heard as to his pretentions to that

fief
d

. As Innocent at the fame time made great prepara-
tions for invading the kingdom, to which ftep he was en-

couraged by many exiled barons, and other malecontents,
Berthold in great terror refigned the regency to Manfred,
who at firft made great difficulty of accepting of it ; buc

being much intreated, and Berthold, with the Germans,
and all the loyal party, taking the oath of fidelity to Con-

rad, and to him as regent, with this exprefs claufe, that

if
f
Conrad fhould die without children, they would ac-

knowlege him as king, he confented to aflume the admi-

niftration, and immediately prepared to oppcfe Innocent.

But as he received little -or no affilhnce from Berthold,

was excommunicated by the pope, and a general fpirit

prevailed both among Sicilians and Apulians, of becom-

<* Nicolai de Jamfill. Chron. ubi fupra.

ing
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ing fubje&s to the church, he thought it moft prudent to

make no oppofition to the pope's army. He even invited
Innocent to affume the guardianfhip of the young prince
and to enter the kingdom, without, however, doing pre-

judice to the rights of Conrad or of himfelf.

Innocent, upon his arrival at Naples, paid no regard to

this itipulation, but immediately publifned briefs, order-

ing all the barons and deputies of the cities in the king-
dom to come to him, and take the oath of allegiance to

the church e
. Manfred, however, {till continued with

him for fome time
•,
but at laft, under pretence of going

to meet the marquis of Honebruch, who was coming with
fome Germans from Apulia, he left the pope, and having
on his journey killed Bunello di Anglone, who was way-
laying him, and had obtained the inveititure of part of his

principality from Innocent, .he fled to Lucera, where,
on the 2d of November, he was received with great ho-

nour by the Saracens. He immediately began to afTemble

fome troops ; and great numbers of Germans Hooking to

him from all parts of Apulia, and even from the marquis
Berthold, and from the army of the pope's legate, in a few
weeks he found himfelf at the head of a fmall army, with
which he attacked and defeated the papal forces in Foggia, Manfred
and (truck fuch a terror into the legate, who was then at stacks and

Troja, that he abandoned that city in great confufion. fywf**

Innocent dying at Naples a few days after this action, the
™
tnf

"

papal party was thrown into great confufion ; which Man-
fred taking the advantage of, reduced Rapollo, Bart,

Trani, Melphis, and all Apulia, excepting fome cities of

Terra d'Otranto, which (till held out for the church.

At the intreaty of his friends he confented, in the be- A.D.1255,

ginning of the following year, to fend ambafiadors to Alex-

ander IV. the fucceflbr of Innocent, to treat of peace.
The conferences, however, had no effect. Alexander He is ex-

giving the command of his army to cardinal Octavian, communis

who had diftinguifhed himfelf as a general in the wars in c

f,
edby

,

Lombardy, and retiring to Anagni, denounced a fentence ^xm er

of excommunication againft Manfred, who, in the mean

time, was reducing the cities on the coaft of Otranto, and

endeavouring to quell a revolt in Calabria, occafioned by
Peter Roifo, who had been governor of Calabria and Si-

cily feveral years, but had lately been expelled by the Sici-

lians on account of his infolence and oppretnon. Peter,

who had hitherto refufed to acknowlege Manfred as re-

•
Spinell. utfupra,]

gait,
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gent, now entirely abandoned the king's party ; and in

order to recover his tormer power, began to treat with
the pope about putting Calabria into his hands. Manfred

being informed of his defign, fent fome troops to fecure

Calabria, and marched from the fiege of Oria towards

Melphis, to oppofe Odtavi.m, and endeavoured in vain to

draw him to a general engagement, i hough his army
was greatly inferior to that of the pope, yet he prevented
the legate from advancing in the kingdom ; but at length
agreeing to a truce for a (hort time, O&avian, while the

prince had withdrawn his army, furprifed Foggia. Man-
fred immediately returned and inverted the city, which
was quickly reduced to fo great diftrefs, that Oclavian
confenred to a peace, which was accordingly concluded
on thefe conditions ; that Manfred mould poflefs the

kingdom for himielf and his nephew Conradin, except
Terra di Lavoro, which was to be yielded to the pope ;

but if Alexander rejedled the treaty, it mould be lawful
for Manfred ftill to claim that province

f
.

Manfred, at the defire of the legate, allowed all the ba-

nifhed barons to return to the kingdom and enjoy their

cftates. Alexander, however, refufed to ratify the treaty
of his legate, and fent the bifhop of Bologna to England,
who, upon large promifes of aflillance from Henry, gave
the inveftiture of the kingdom to his fon Edmund s.

Manfred in the mean time, having obtained the quiet pof-
feiTion of the kingdom, held a parliament in the following

A.D.1256. February at Barletta, when he conferred the principality
of Salerno on his uncle Gualvano Lancia, gave the county
of Squillace to another uncle, and condemned the marquis
of Berthold and his brothers to perpetual imprifonment,
on account of a confpiracy they had formed againft him,
after they had been reftored to their eftates. The parlia-
ment being difiblved, Manfred marched towards Naples,
to recover Terra di Lavoro. The Neapolitans hearing of

his approach, fent meflengers to him, inviting him to

their city, and upon his arrival received him with great

pomp and acclamation. The prince behaved to them
with great generofity, pardoned all thofe who for feveral

years pall had been enemies to the houfe of Suabia, re-

paired the public edifices at his own expence, and confer-

red honours and places on many of the chief men of the

city. He immediately after made himfelf matter of all

Terra di Lavoro, from whence he marched to Capitanata,

f Nicol. de JamfilJ. ut fupra. g Mat. Paris.

and
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and then to Brindifi. Having quelled a fedition in this A.D.j 2 cg.

city, he took and deftroyed Ariano, and then paffed over !

to Sicily, which ifland, by means of one of his uncles, Manfred
had been prevailed upon to declare for Conrad. poffesover

After Manfred had continued feveral months at Paler-
*°

l
t_i -n i i r> i- , , . mo, where

mo, a report was publilned, that Lonradin was dead in he is

Germany. This report, though falfe,. prevailing over all crowned.

the kingdom, the Apulian barons and .prelates immedi-

ately repaired to Palermo, and unanimoufly elected Man-
fred king, who was accordingly crowned on the nth of

Auguft, in the cathedral church of that city. This is the
account of Nicholas de Jamfilla, a contemporary writer ;

but Villani, and the authors of the Guelf faction

fay, that Manfred, having failed in feveral attempts to

caufe his nephew to be poifoned, employed pretended

meffengers to bring the falfe news of his death. However
this be, immediately after his coronation he conferred

offices and prefents on the barons, and advanced many of

them to the honour of knighthood. Upon his return to

Apulia, finding all the provinces in perfect tranquillity,
he held a parliament in Barletta, where he created feveral

knights, and gave the inveftiture to fome counts. Soon
after he held another parliament at Foggia, when he pro-
moted many others to honours, and entertained his nobles

with magnificent feafb, games, and illuminations.

As he had now repulfed the papal army, and entirely

quieted the kingdom, which feemed to acquiefce with

pleafure under his government, as he had diltinguiihed
himfelf by his clemency, generofity, and love of juftice,
he refolved to transfer the feat of war into the territories

of his enemy. For that purpofe, in the following year, A.D.r?^.
he fent a great part of his army to Lombardy and the — m

March of Ancona, to fupport the Ghibelline faction, of s^ds

which he openly declared himfelf the protector, appoint-
trGO

f's

ing the marquis Pallavicini his vicar in Lombardy, Jorda- J tTthe™'
nus di Angiono, count of St. Severino, in Tufcany, and affiance of

Percival d'Oria in Ancona. Alexander, in the mean the Ghibel-

time, inceiTantly urged the king of England to fend an ^nes "

army into Italy ; but finding it impoffible to engage Henry
to efpoufe his quarrel, and being exafperated at the pros-

perity of Manfred, he again excommunicated him, de-

clared him a facrilegious ufurper of the rights of the

church, and depcfed him from all his honours. He in-

terdicted all the cities and caftles that mould receive him,
or aeknowlege him as king, and excommunicated and de-

pcfed all thofe prelates that had affified at his coronation.

Mod. Vol. XXIV. I i Thefe
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Thefe thunderbolts, however, were not in the lead re-

garded, either by Manfred or his fubjecls. He now lived

at eafe, and in great fplendor, employing himfelf in em-

bellilhing his kingdom, and diverting himfelf in the mari-

time cities of Apulia, particularly at Barletta, where he

received an embafly from the duke of Bavaria, and Mar-

garet, the mother of Conradin. The German ambafla-

dors informed him that Conradin was flill alive, defired

him to lay afide the title of king, and to punifh thofe who
invented the news of the young prince's death. Manfred
received the ambafladors with great honour, and told

th'jm, that he himfelf had made a conqueft of the king-
dom from two popes', after it had been entirely loft as- to

Conrad; that to refign the title of king would be only

ftrengthening the pope's party, as the Apulians had an

averfion to the government of the Germans; that the

queen ought to lend young Conrad to be educated in

Italy, and that upon his death he would leave him the

kingdom. Manfred difmifTed the ambafladors with rich

prefents for Conradin and the duke of Bavaria ; and foon

after he received a vifit from his relation the defpot of Mo-
rea, who, in the beginning of the following year, went to

Rome, to offer his mediation for a peace betwixt the pope
and Manfred. Alexander, finding the power and autho-

rity of Manfred daily increafing, offered peace, on condi-

tion that he would reftore the exiles to their eftates, and

difmifs the Saracens ; which terms were rejected with

difdain by the king, who even brought over other Sara-

cens from Barbary, whom, in the month ef July, he fent

to ravage the Campania di Roma h
. He began not only

to be refpected in Italy, but by foreign princes. James,

king of Arragon, notwithstanding the oppofition of the

pope, entered into an alliance with him, and concluded a

marriage betwixt his fon Peter and Conftantia, the king
of Sicily's eldeft daughter. Manfred married another of

his daughters to the marquis ofMonferrat, and, as a per-

petual memorial of his name, founded a new city at the

foot of Monte Gargano, on the Adriatic coaft, which he

called Manfredonia, ordering Siponto, on account of its

unhealthy fituation, to be destroyed, and its inhabitants to

Manfred repair thither. About the fame time his authority in Italy
8at"s was more fully eftablifhed, by a complete victory which

nitiory in ms ^orces m Tufcany gained over the Florentine Guelfs,

Tu/canj. in confequence of which the city of Florence, then re-

h Mat. Paris.

markably
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markably rich and affluent, took the oath of allegiance to
his Sicilian majefty.
The continual profperityof Manfred grea'ly chagrined

Alexander, who died next year, in the month of May, at

Viterbo. His fucceflbr Urban IV. was a native of France,
a man of great abilities, and a zealous promoter of the

pretentions of the court of Rome, conlequently a bitter

enemy to Manfred and the Ohibellines. Soon after his

promotion, he folicited the king of Arragon to break off

the match already conclude! betwixt his ion and Manfred's
eldefl daughter His endeavours, howev:r, were fruit-

lefs ; for as Manfred had no male iiTue, the king of Ar-

ragon hoped by the marriage "O unite S cily to his domi-
nions ; and fending his gadies to Naples, he conducted
the bride to Montpellier, whe r

e, about the middle of

May, the marriage was eelebrared with great magnificence.
Urban, in the mean time, was exerting himfelf fo ruin Man-
fred. He fummoned him to appear at the court of Rome,
to aufwer for his many crimes. Though this citation was
not notified to him, but only affixed to the doors of the

churches of Civita Vecchia, where the pope then was*

Manfred, neverthelefsTentambafiadorstothe pope, to juftify
his conduct, and to afk a fafe conduct for himfelf. Urban, ^d 12 g 2<

without granting the demand of his ambafladors, or paying .

any. regard to what they alleged in his vindication, folemnly U-bai- V
excommunicated him, and publifhed a general crufade pubn/bes a

againft him : in confequence of which, a lar^c body of
c
y^Lf*n \- r 1 • * i 1

• • • f r» c WWMan*
.trench crufards entered Italy, and joining the Gue is, freii\
defeated the marquis Pallavicini in Lombardy. Ma fred

advanced with his army to Campania di Roma, from

whence, however, he foon retreated beyond the Gariglia-

no, to avoid an engagement with the French, who were

prevented from advancing by an infurreclion at Rome,
whither they were recalled by the pope. Upon their re-

treating, Manfred repafled the Girigliano with the bara-

cens, to the amftance of the rebellious Romans, a mo-
tion which obliged the pope to fly to Civita Verchia and

the crufards not receiving their pay, returned discontent-

ed to France 1
.

Urban, in the mean time, had made an offer of the A.D 1*63.

crown of
Sjcily

to St. Lewis for one of his fons; bur that
"

~7~

confeientious prince refufed to invade the right of an-
the k

dom of Si-
1 Sumraont. Hift. Neapol. lib. ii. Rainald. ad an. 1*62. Cof- (Uy on the

tanzo Hiit. Neap. count of

I i 2 other.
Anim -
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other. Upon this refufal, the pope ordered his legate to

enter into a negociation with St. Lewis's brother, Charles,
count of Anjou, who, in right of his wife, was in pof-
feflion of Provence, Languedoc, and great part of Pied-

mont. This ambitions prince even prevailed with St.

Lewis ar lafl to countenance his expedition. This re-

markable treaty was immediately publimed in Italy, and

greatly alarmed Manfred and the Ghibelline party. Though
Charles, with great ardour, prepared every thing for his

Italian expedition, his march was delayed for fome time

by the death of Urban, which happened the following

year, in the beginning of October. Clement IV. the

fucceflbr of Urban, was born in the territories of the count

of Anjou, and, before he had entered into facred'orders,

had been privy counfellor to St. Lewis. He was therefore

French caufe, and imme-

/

attached with great zeal to the

count j

CUment
IV. con-

eludes a
ntnjo trea-

ty with the
dmtely after his coronation, prefl'ed Charles to haften his

expedition ; but at the fame time clogged the bull of in-

veftiture with many articles and conditions, to the preju-
dice of the royal authority, and to the advancement of the

prerogative of the apoftolic fee (D). Charles having cele-

brated his Eafter with his brother St. Lewis, left Paris,

and fet out for Marfeilles, where he embarked with a

thoufand French and Provencal cavaliers, having ordered

his wife and his army to proceed by land into Itrjy.

Though Manfred had fitted out a fleet of eighty gallics to

intercept him, he was fo fortunate as to pafs unobferved,

and, in the month of May, arrived at Rome, where he

was received with the greateft demonstrations of joy, and

tvho ar-

rives at

Home-

(D) The chief of thefe ar-

ticles, according to Summon tes,

Rainaldus, and Inveges, are

the following : that Charles

fhould do homage to the church

of Rome for the kingdom of

the Two Sicilies, which on no

account mould be divided
;

that during the minority of a

prince, the pope mould be re-

gent and guardian ;
that the

kingdom fnou Id never be unit-

ed to the empire, nor govern-

ed by a prince that was empe-
ror

j
that the king fhould pay-

yearly a quit-rent of eight
thoufand ounces of gold, and

a white hone, bendes five thou-

fand marks flerling every fix

months to the church ofRome ;

that ail ftatutes enacted againil

ecclefiaitical immunity mould
be repealed ;

and that the king
mould enter into no alliance

againil the church (1).

(i) S urn monte Iiiit» Neap,
ad ann. 1265.

Inveges Annal. Palerm. Raina'd.

continued
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continued feveral months waiting for the arrival of his

army.
Manfred, in the mean time, was preparing, with the

ntmoft diligence to oppofe the invaders. He recalled his

troops from Lombardy, made new levies in Apulia, fent

immediately for two thoufand horfe from Germany, to

whom he promifed double pay for fix months
;
.and to fe-

cure the fidelity of the barons, allembled them at Bene-

vento, where he reprefented to them that the French came
not to fave the nation, but to rob them of their pro-
perty

k
. The barons promifed to aflift him to the utmolt

of their power; but upon the difmimon of the parlia-
ment, they entered into fecret correfpondence with count

Charles, who had afTumed the fupreme authority at Rome
in quality of fenator, to which dignity he had been pro-
moted the year before by the Romans, who at this time

governed their ftate independently of the pope.
About the end of December, the French army arriving

at Rome in a mod miferable plight, to the number of

fixty thoufand men
', Charles borrowed large fums from

the Roman merchants for the relief of his troops, and
likewife folicited the pope for farther fubfidies, though
Urban had already granted him confiderable fums, which
he had borrowed from the Florentine merchants, and
raifed by mortgaging the revenues and wealth of almofl

all the churches in Rome for three years. Charles, after

having been folemlny crowned with his wife on the feaft A.D. 1266,

of Epiphany, in St. Peter's church, began his march for

Naples. The count of Caferta, through treachery, aban-
Js crotwtd

doning the bridge of Ceperano, he entered the kingdom y"Z
°f

without opposition, and, advancing to St Germ'ano, took ^'

the city by ftorm. From thence he proceeded to Bene-

vento, and, on the 26th of February, in the neigh-
bourhood of the city, engaged Manfred, who, after a Manfred

bloody and obftinate difpute, was entirely defeated and defeated

flain, the greatefl part of the Apulian barons having trea-
an"Jlatfg

chcroufly deferted him during the action. As he died prencf^
excommunicated, his body was thrown into a ditch, and
covered with a heap of (tents-, however, pope Clement,
at the perfuafionof thearchbifhop of Cofenza, ordered the

corpfe to be dug up, and to be carried with exringuiihed

k Nicol. de Jamfil. ut fupra. Saba Mtlafpin. apud Mur.uor.

torn. viii. p. 818. * Saba Malalpin. ut fupra. Cm on.

Pannenf. ap. Murator, torn. ix. p. 7*0-

I i 3 torches
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torches out of the kingdom to the banks of the Marino,
where it was lcftexpoTed to the weaker' 1

'. Manfred, for

his liberality, gracefulnels, anij courtefy, has been com-

pared to Titus, the ion oi Velpafian
n

. Though he raifed

himfelf to the throne by urijuftifiable means, yet after-

wards, by his
affability, generosity, mildnefs, prudence,

and courage, he acquired me love and efteem of his fub-

je£ts. He was a patron of the fciences and arts, which
he ltudied himf If with great afhVuiry, and is (Ad to have

bem fkil'ed in philofophy and mathematics. By his bene-

iicence and love of juitice he became extremely popular 5

fo that he was able to ftruggle againit the refentment and

power of four fuccefhve popes, who, piqued at the op-

pofition he made to their ufurpations, endeavoured to re-

prefent him as the blacked monfter.

The Apu- The death of Manfred was no fooner publifhed, then
lians fub- almoft all the cities of both kingdoms declared for the
ma to

conqueror, the people vainly imagining, that, under
the French government, they would enjoy freedom and

peace, and be exempted from taxes. Immediately after

the battle Charles took pofTeffion of Benevento, where the

French committed all manner of excefies and cruelties,

pillaging the churches, and filling the whole city with
blood. He afterwards entered Naples, where he publifh-
ed a general pardon to all thofe who would fubmit, and
fent Philip cle Montfort, with part of his army, to Si-

cily, to overawe that iiland. After Fafier he fent new

judiciaries,
and other officers, through all the provinces,

who grievoufly opprefled the fubjects with the rigorous
exaftion of a new tax. wrhile the French folciiers, who
were difperfed through the whole kingdom, robbed and

plundered the inhabitants. The poorpeop'e were fo in-

timidated, that at firfl they only exprcfTed their miferies

by their groans. At length they began to complain and

mu;ynur ; and feveral counts and barons concerted mea-
fures with the Ghibeliines in Lombardy for a revolution in

Cotiradin favour of Conradin, the only furviving branch of Frede-

aftumes the
j.jc

»
s posterity. Many counts repairing to Germany with

tu tor k>ng
t jie ( | ep Ut jes f the Ghibeliines and imperial cities in Italy,

^*
prevailed upon Conrad to undertake an expedition againft

king Charles; which negociation the pope was no fooner

informed cf, than he publifhed a mandate about themid-

m Boccacio, Dante Canto iii del Purgat. Malafpin. Villani,
he. r- Ricciobaid. ap. Summonr.

die
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die of April, prohibiting all perfcas ro acknowlege Con-
radin as king of Sicily, or to diflurb Charles in the poilef-
fion of that kingdom.

Charles, in the mean time, contracted alliances with

Baldwin, the late emperor of ConUantinople, now only
in poffefuon of Eubcea, and with WiUarchiin, prince of

Achaia. The emperor Baldwin, only fon to Philip, who
had the title of king of ThevTaly, married the daughter of

Charles, and the only daughter of Willarduin efpoufed

Philip, Charles's fecond Ion The new king, about the

fame time, gave the title of prince of Salerno to his eldeft

fon Charles, who had married Mary, the only daughter
of the king of Hungary; and having eftablifhed his au-

thority in Apulia, went to Tufcany to am It the Floren-

tine Guelfs °. Clement, to ftrengthen his authority in AD 1267.
that part of Italy$ created him vicar of the empire, which -

was then without a head : but in Rome the femitorial

dignity had been allumed by Henry, brother of the king
of Caltile, who had entered into a fecret correfpondence
with Lonradin. This Henry, with his brother Frederic,

having been expelled Caltile by then brother the king, on
account of their frequent infurrections againfl him, re-

tired with a few Spaniards to Barb
try, where they conti-

nued feveral years in the fervice of the king of Tunis,
and acquired great wealth. Henry had affifted king
Charles, who was his coufin, with large fums of money ;

but being difappointed in the rewards he expected for his

fervices, he went to Rome, where he fo foothed the pope
and the confiftory, that they even thought of creating him

king of Sardinia. But being difappointed in this ambi-

tious view, he left the court of Rome, which was then

at Viterbo, and prevailed on the Romans to elect hiin

fenator.

Conradin being prefTed by Henry to haffcen his march Arrives

into Italy, in the month of October arrived at Verona, wt/ian

with ten thoufand horfe, in contempt of the monitories army m
and fulminations of the pope. Upon the news of his ar- J%

rival in Italy, Capece, an Apul'an baron, with Frederic

of Caltile, immediately failed over from Tunis with eight
hundred men to Sicily, where they were joyfully received,
and prevailed on almoft the whole ifland, excrpt Medina,
Palermo, and Syracufe, to declare for Conrad. About
the fame time the Pifan fleet gained a victory over the

Spinel, ut fupra. Villani. Spond. Annal.

gallies
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^allies of Medina and thofe of Provence, off the coafl of

Sicily; the Saracens of Lucira, and a great many cities

in Apulia, I erra d'Otranto, Capitanata, and Bafilicata,
declared for Conrad, and his (landard was erected at

Rome by Henry of Callile and the Gh-bel ine faction.

Charles being informed of the revolt in Apuiia and Sicily,
immediate y returned to Naples, and calling a parliament
of the barons, ordered them to raife their forces and join
his army.

Clement, in the mean time, on Holy Thurfclay, de-
nounced a fentence of excommunication againft Conrad,
who had now advanced to Pavia, and began hoftiiities

againft the Guelfs. From Pavia he marched to the
coaft of Genoa, from whence he was conducted by fea

to Pifa, where he arrived in the month of May, and was
received by the Pifans and Gibellines with the honours

ufually paid to an emperor. Having reinforced his army,
and received large fubfidies from the Pifans and Siennefe,
he proceeded to Rome, and, on the 25th of June, gained
a victory near Arezzo over the Guelphs, who endeavour-
ed to oppofe his march. Don Henry and the Romans re-

ceived him with the greateft demon itrations of joy. The

army being reinforced with a confiderable body of Ro-
mans, Conrad left Rome on the 10th of Augufl, and ad-

vanced towards Naples in great confidence of fuccefs, as

his army was greatly fuperior to that of king Charles.

On the 23d of the fame month a general engagement en-

fued, in the plains of Tagliacozzo. Charles divided his

fmall army into three bodies, in confequence of which he

gained a complete victory ;- for Conrad's troops, after

having defeated the two firft bodies, imagining they had

entirely difperfed the enemy, laid afide their helmets, and

began to pillage, when they were unexpectedly attacked by
Charles, at the head of the third body, and wholly routed.

Don Henry was taken prifoner at a monaftery near Rieti,

and delivered to the pope ; and young Conrad, with Fre-

deric, duke of Auftria, were difcovered and feized at

Aftura in Campania by Frangipani, who fold them to

king Charles i(E).

<i Saba Malafpin. tons. viii. p. 850, 851.

(E) The Germans who fur-

vived the battle continued in a

body, and conferring the com-
mand on one Sticho, a black

fmith of Wurtzburgh, made

good their retreat to Germany,
when Sticho, withdrawing
himfelf privately from the ar-

my, returned to his forge.

The
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The king having now his competitor in his power, fa-

tiated his cruel and revengeful difpofition with the bar-

barous execution of his prifoners and rebellious fubjedls.
Thofe cities which favoured Conrad were expofed without

mercy to the infolence of the conquerors, who burned
and deftroyed Averfa, Potenza, Corneto, and almoft all

the villages of Apulia and Bafilicata r
. Many of the Sici-

lians were likewife put to death, and the inhabitants of

the ifland were reduced in a manner to llavery, by new
and oppreffive taxes. The Saracens of Lucera were at A.D.1269.
laft obliged to furrender : the widow of the late king Man
fred, and her young fon, being taken prifoners in that

city, were lent to a caftle near Naples, and put to death.

Charles, however, not thinking himfelf yet lecure in his

throne, refolved to difpatch his competitor. As his am-
bition prompted him to think of making conquefts in

Africa and Greece, he was apprehenfive left, during his

abfence, his fubjecls, particularly the Saracens of Lucera,
ihould make an infurreclion in favour of Conrad; he
therefore refolved upon his death j but as he was not his

fubject, but a prifoner of war, he cloked his inhumanity
by the formality of a trial : he fent for two fyndics from
each of the chief cities of Terra di Lavoro and Principato,
and defired them, with the French lords and barons of

the kingdom, to give their opinion concerning the Ger-
man prifoners. The count of Flanders, the king's fon-

in-law, with feveral other lords, advifed to detain them
in prison ; but the majority, confulting their own fecu-

rity and the inclination of the king and the bifhops, de-

clared for their being put to death. Accordingly, on the

26th of October, the young prince, then but ieventeen

years of age, was conducted, with the duke of Auftria,

Girando da Pifa, and fome others, to a fcaffold, in the

market-place of Naples, where they were publicly be- Beheaded

headed, to the eternal infamy of king Charles, and the ge- at Naples.

neral regret of the fpeclators *. Conrad, from the fcaffold,

jufiified his conduct: to the people, and before he fub-

mitted to the fatal ftroke, threw among them a glove, or,

a cording to fome, a ring, in token of inveftiture, which

pledge, according to ^Eneas Sylvius, was taken up and
carried to Peter, the fon of the king of Arragon

1

, though

r Spend Anrui.Gian. s Saba Malafpin. & V*ir, an i f u t

fupia. Barth. t»k Neocaftr. Hift. Steel, ap. Mutator, com. xn- p.

,10.14.. Coltan/o Hiit. Neap. lib. i. &c. * ./Eneas Sylv. Europ.

fome.



490 "The Hi/lory of Naples.

fome allege, that Conrad intended Don Frederic of Ca-

itile for his heir (F).

(F) The dead bodies were

not allowed to be buried in

facred ground, as the priioners
had died excommunicated.

But foon after, the mother of

Conrad, who arrived at Na-

ples with a large fum of mo-

ney, and many jewels, for re-

deeming her fon, finding him

dead, caufed his corpfe to be

raifed, and removed to a

church of the Carmelites in

Naples, to which fhe left all

the trealure (he had brought
with her (1).

truvius, and fome other

authors allege, that Clement
advifed king Charles to put
Conrad to death (2) Villani

fays, th;it the judge had no
fooner rrad the fentence againif.

Conrad, than he was {tabbed

by the count of Flanders in

the kings pretence (3J.

(1) Glanone Hift.Neap. ( 2 ) Struv. Hilt. German. (t&.

vii. p. 492. (3) Villani, ut fupra. Ricordan. Malafpin. ap.
Murator. torn. viii. p- to 14, 1015.
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